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Executive Summary

1. Assessment: The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) are fighting to oust Manila from Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago and gain Islamic sovereignty over these islands.  In Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago, they will continue to harass government troops, launch attacks on vulnerable infrastructure targets, bomb Christian municipal targets, and seek to kidnap additional westerners and non-Muslims.  In Luzon, small but sympathetic Islamic communities residing in Manila, infiltrated Mujahideen guerillas, members of the communist New People’s Army (NPA), and/or right wing political opportunists will conduct terrorist attacks in the Metro Manila area.  In order to sustain their present effort against these groups, the Philippine Armed Forces will request additional outside technical and material assistance.  Tens of thousands of displaced Filipinos in Mindanao will need ongoing humanitarian relief until hostilities subside.
2. Background: The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has continued a 30-year “low intensity” war with Manila fighting for a separate Islamic state in Mindanao.  The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is an Islamic extremist group that came on the scene in the 1990’s.  Although based almost exclusively in the southern Philippine islands, the MILF and ASG have ties to a number of Islamic fundamentalist organizations around the world and both groups are operating in concert.  The ASG is estimated to have less than 1,000 Mujahideen guerrillas, while the MILF has attained the capability to engage brigade-size government unit with a personnel strength of about 10,000. In Mindanao the MILF has conducted ambushes of government troops, attacked buses along major highways, bombed municipal targets, and disrupted power distribution.  The ASG is holding hostages on Sulu Island, including one American.  While the MILF operates almost exclusively in Mindanao, the ASG normally operates in three provinces in the Sulu Archipelago – Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi.  However, the ASG has been involved in past operations in South Cotabato Province in southern Mindanao.  Also, the New People’s Army (NPA) has forged a tactical alliance with the Muslims and it has perpetrated terrorist attacks, provided weapons and fought alongside the Moros.  
3. Discussion:  MILF vice chairman for political affairs Al Haj Murad warned of a possible spillover of the Mindanao violence into Luzon and the Visayas unless President Estrada declares a ceasefire. Murad also warned that Muslim rebels would hit major urban centers nationwide, with Metro Manila as the primary target.  The communist-led National Democratic Front (NDF) ordered the New People's Army (NPA) to help Muslim rebels in their fight by conducting tactical offensives nationwide.
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1.  Islamic Insurgency 

A. Introduction

An estimated five million Filipinos belong to the Islamic faith, a great number of them living in southwestern Mindanao, the country's second largest island.


The Muslim separatists of Mindanao have been around for a long time. Their quest for autonomy from the Roman Catholic Philippines isn't a new issue. The Spanish tried for 300 years to extinguish the flame of Allah; they couldn't. Neither could the Americans during their 50-year rule of the islands; nor the Japanese during their occupation of the country during World War II.

Moro armed groups
The Moro Liberation Front (MNLF) and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) are by far the most significant organizations in terms of numbers, military power and ability to articulate a political agenda. However, there are no accurate estimates of their membership or the number of troops under their command. Armed opposition groups have a tendency to inflate their numbers to boost their image, while government military reports usually underestimate them. Another difficulty in estimating numbers is an apparent overlap in membership in some areas, notably the Zamboanga peninsula. On occasion, members of one group have joined their friends and relatives in a military action led by the other. Although various Philippine governments have negotiated with the principal Muslim extremist group, the MNLF--with varying degrees of success--a deadlier faction has come on the scene, the MILF.  These Hezbollah-backed fundamentalists have been quietly proliferating and arming themselves while Manila focused on the MNLF.  

Mindanao has become a virtual battlefield, as MILF guerrillas and government troops trade shots and camps throughout the countryside. The government claims the MILF has only about 60,000 poorly trained guerrillas yet Manila deploys about half of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Mindanao to contain the separatists.  The MILF itself claims 120,000 troops, but Western analysts believe the group numbers about 40,000 combatants, only about a third of whom are on "active duty" at any given time. As many as 1000 MILF members fought in Afghanistan in the 1980s. The current Muslim uprising in the Philippines has been going on for a quarter of a century and has killed more than 120,000 people.

Unlike the MNLF, the MILF is unlikely to cave in. Whereas a number of MNLF leaders have been co-opted into the mainstream Philippine social and business fabric since the still unimplemented 1976 autonomy plan was signed, the MILF is waging Islamic fundamentalist ‘jihad’.  The MILF has received at least 29 arms shipments from Hezbollah and other extremist groups in the Middle East since 1994.  They're armed with Russian-made AKs and rocket-propelled grenade launchers. 

In October 1997, the U.S. State Department designated a MNLF splinter group, the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), a terrorist organization. Beginning in the early 1990’s, the ASG has perpetrated bombings and kidnappings in Mindanao; several of the attacks targeted Christian churches.  For the most part, these attacks have been limited to the southern Philippines, but in February of 1996 a grenade attack in the Makati business district of Manila wounded four persons and damaged the local headquarters of both Shell and Citibank. 

B. History

The name Moro actually is representative of vast ethnic groups with different cultures but all embracing the Islamic faith long before Western colonists invaded the Philippines. The name was given by the Spanish conquistadors after the "Moors", or the Muslims of North Africa who conquered Spain a long time ago. The name was probably meant to be derogatory, but it stuck and the name Moro had since been worn by the Muslim population as a badge of honor. 

The Moro are not racially different from other Filipinos but - with a separate Islamic faith (introduced from Borneo and Malaya in the 14th century) and local cultures - have remained outside the mainstream of Philippine life and have been the object of popular prejudice and national neglect. Moro conflict with ruling powers has a centuries-long history: from the 16th to the 19th century they resisted Roman Catholic Spanish colonialists, who tried to extirpate their "heresy"; in the first decade of the 20th century they battled against U.S. occupation troops in a futile hope of establishing a separate sovereignty; and, finally, they spawned insurgencies against the independent Philippine government, especially from the late 1960s on.

Politicized Muslims in the Philippines have started calling themselves Moro (short for Bangsa Moro people) since the early 1970s, which marked the emergence of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).

The Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) factions in Mindanao insist on autonomy as promised in the Tripoli Agreement of 1976, signed by former President Marcos under the auspices of the Organization of Islamic Countries and sanctioned by international law.

2. Government Response

A.  Ferdinand Marcos 1965-1986
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In September 1972, shortly before the end of his second (and constitutionally, last) term as elected President, Ferdinand Marcos declared martial law — one reason he cited was the escalation of violence in Mindanao.

The regime’s initial response to the MNLF rebellion was military. This failed with the added disadvantage of alienating the Islamic states of the Middle East on which the Philippines depended for oil and which were beginning to assert themselves internationally through OPEC. Negotiations between the Philippine government and the MNLF began in 1975 and led eventually to the signing of the Tripoli Agreement in December 1976. Although Marcos did not personally take part in the talks, his wife Imelda played a prominent role in meetings with Middle Eastern governments, and in subsequent talks with Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, on implementation of the agreement.

Marcos’s dictatorial rule provoked mass discontent all over the Philippines, expressed in the 1980s by huge demonstrations, general strikes and a rapid growth of support for the insurgents of the National Democratic Front. At the same time, by clinging to a monopoly of political power, Marcos had alienated his political and economic rivals. In February 1986, he was overthrown by a combination of popular uprising and military revolt.

B. Corazon Aquino 1986-1992
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President Aquino came to power on the wave of anti-Marcos protest triggered by the assassination of her husband, former senator Benigno (Ninoy) Aquino, in 1983. She had run for election under the Unido party, but broke with its leader, Salvador Laurel, soon after her inauguration. Her administration restored a system of electoral democracy. A new constitution was drawn up in 1987, by a commission whose members were appointed by the President. Although the new system was still dominated by a fairly narrow elite, it provided considerable space for urban civil society to operate. Media restrictions were relaxed, and the number of NGOs mushroomed.

Aquino also embarked on peace talks with the NDF and the MNLF. The president herself went to Sulu to meet MNLF leader Nur Misuari and members of her family were involved in subsequent meetings with MNLF leaders. However, while pursuing talks, the Aquino government was also establishing institutions purportedly designed to meet Muslim aspirations, without reference to the MNLF. The government insisted on keeping all discussion within the framework of the new constitution, ratified by referendum in 1987, which the rebel groups would not accept. Thus talks with both the NDF and the MNLF broke down for similar reasons.

The Aquino government, despite massive popular support, was politically unstable. The main threat came from factions within the Armed Forces who were displeased with the reduction in their power and status since the heady days of martial law. Many soldiers were also alarmed at the government’s peace overtures to the rebels, partly because they saw it as condoning what they had been taught to believe were communist or secessionist threats to the nation’s safety, partly because they feared further loss of power, money and status if insurgency was no longer a problem. The Aquino government survived seven military coup attempts.

C. Fidel Ramos 1992-1998
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Ramos had run the Philippine Constabulary under martial law, but was one of the leaders of the military revolt, which ousted his cousin Ferdinand Marcos in 1986. He served the Aquino government, first as head of the armed forces and then as Defense Minister, and played a key role in suppressing the coup attempts. In 1992, he was elected president on 23% of the popular vote. His electoral vehicle was a merger of Lakas-Tao (People Power Party) and the National Union of Christian Democrats (NUCD).

Ramos had a clear program of government, which aimed to restore political and economic stability. Under the slogan ‘Philippines 2000,’ he planned to turn the Philippines into a ‘Newly-Industrialized country,’ while avoiding thorough land reform. Industrialization, financed by foreign investment, required peace, therefore a key part of Ramos’s political strategy was to negotiate with the NDF, the military rebels and the Moro armed groups. For the Ramos government, peace negotiations were part of a wider agenda.

In foreign policy, Ramos emphasized political and economic co-operation in South East Asia, mainly through the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). This included developing good relations with President Soeharto of Indonesia. Ramos repaid Indonesia’s good offices, in helping to negotiate a peace agreement with the MNLF, by supporting Indonesia over East Timor.

A peace agreement was reached with the military rebels in 1994 and with the MNLF in September 1996. A ceasefire was agreed with the MILF in 1997. Negotiations with the NDF resulted in an Agreement on Human Rights in 1998, which was supposed to be the first in a series of agreements on a range of issues, culminating in an overall settlement. The Ramos administration also set up a number of institutions to put its ‘comprehensive peace program’ into practice.
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D. Joseph Estrada 1998 -
A former film actor, Joseph Estrada rose to political prominence as Mayor of the municipality of San Juan in Metropolitan Manila. He was a member of the KBL — the New Society Movement established by President Marcos after the declaration of martial law. As a member of the Philippine Senate during the Aquino government, he campaigned to close US military bases in the Philippines.

He was elected Vice-President in 1992, but being a member of the opposition to President Ramos, was kept at a distance from any position of real power. In the May 1998 elections, he won a landslide victory, on a populist campaign promising a government that would be more responsive to the poor. His electoral coalition, the LAMPP (Struggle of Nationalist Filipino Masses) included fierce opponents of the 1996 Peace Agreement with the MNLF. His vice-presidential running mate, former Senator Edgardo Angara, who voted against ratification of the 1996 Peace Agreement, lost the election.

Estrada has said that he intends to continue the Ramos peace program, and has kept on some of the relevant key officials of the previous administration rather than replacing them with his own followers. However, his populist approach to politics has led him to make sabre-rattling statements aimed at the NDF and the MILF. 

E. The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
The AFP consists of the Army, Navy and Air Force (all professional) and has 130,000 troops. Through most of its existence, it has been used for counter-insurgency rather than external defense. Under martial law, the AFP gained a taste for political power. Since the overthrow of Marcos in 1986, many military leaders have gone into politics. The most successful, of course, was President Ramos. There are former military officers in the Senate, the House of Representatives and the Cabinet.

Until the early 1990s, the Philippine Constabulary (PC — well-armed counter-insurgency troops) and the Integrated National Police were also part of the armed forces. In 1991, the police became civilian, and the PC was abolished, its members joining either the police or the army.

In the mid-1970s, about 70% of the AFP were deployed in Mindanao. For Army officers a Mindanao assignment, especially in a war zone, is regarded as a passport to promotion. The urge to win promotion is thought to be one cause of the intermittent ‘pocket wars’ between the AFP and the MILF.
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 The OV-10A "Bronco" provides the firepower for air-to-surface missions. Its younger brother, the MG-520 gunship can equally provide the punch.
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Four OV-10 light bomber planes of the Philippine Air Force conducted bombing runs against the MILF positions during the recent battles on Mindanao. They were joined by two 520-MG helicopter gunships which unleashed air-to-ground rockets at the well-entrenched Moro fighters.

3. Group Profiles

A. The National Democratic Front (NDF) of the Philippines
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In addition to the Islamic insurgency in the south, the Philippine government has a communist threat in the north.  The National Democratic Front (NDF) is an alliance of organizations led or influenced by the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), including the CPP’s armed wing, the New People’s Army (NPA). The CPP, established in 1968, initiated the formation of the NDF in 1971 to build a national united front politically uniting all revolutionary forces. The declaration of martial law in 1972 brought a flow of recruits. The NDF is committed to a ‘people’s democratic war’ against ‘imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism’, and to the establishment of a ‘national democratic state’, as a stage on the path to socialism. It issued a 10-point program (which later grew to 12 points) as the basis for unity and co-operation.

The NDF has sought alliances with the MNLF and the MILF. NPA fighters have often had some form of ground-level military co-operation with the two Moro fronts. There were at least two NPA guerrilla fronts in Moro areas in the Lanao-Misamis region. But the MNLF has purposely distanced itself, as an alliance with the communists would have jeopardized its relations with conservative Muslim countries. The MILF is relatively more open to co-operation with the left, and has at times sought assistance from NDF-influenced groups to learn community organizing methods.

Shortly before the end of President Ramos’s term in office, the Philippine government and the NDF signed a Comprehensive Agreement on Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CAHRIHL), which was supposed to be the first in a series of agreements on key issues leading to a final settlement. However, talks under the Estrada administration are proving difficult.

Since the early 1980s the NDF has sought to recruit Moros into its united front, with emphasis on building community and social activist organizations rather than on military activity. The NDF’s relatively clear program and redistributive agenda attracted many young Moros, and resulted in the creation of a relatively autonomous, left-inspired Moro Revolutionary Organization (MRO) in 1982. But the subordination of Moro national demands and Moro individuals in a majority Filipino organization made it difficult to sustain momentum and membership.

Since 1992 splits and factionalization have wracked the NDF. The CPP Central Mindanao Regional Party Committee (CMR), the body in charge of NDF organizing and political work in the Moro areas, broke away from the leadership, as did several other NDF-affiliated organizations around the country. The government continues to negotiate with the NDF’s leaders while trying to reach the breakaway factions. After the 1996 Peace Agreement, CPP leader Jose Maria Sison publicly denounced Nur Misuari and the peace deal.

The CMR meanwhile, has sought to redefine itself. The MRO expressed conditional support for the Peace Agreement and the SPCPD, but stressed the need to continue the Moro struggle.

B. New People’s Army (NPA)
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Description - The military wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), the NPA is a Maoist group formed in December 1969 with the aim of overthrowing the government through protracted guerrilla warfare. Although primarily a rural-based guerrilla group, the NPA has an active urban infrastructure to conduct terrorism and uses city-based assassination squads called sparrow units. Derives most of its funding from contributions of supporters and so-called revolutionary taxes extorted from local businesses. 

Strength - Estimated between 6,000 and 16,000. 

Units - The basic NPA formation is a squad of 7 to 12 members, which functions as, or subdivides into smaller, "armed propaganda units." The average age of the rank and file is about 18 to 21, that of officers about 30 to 33.

Location/Area of Operations - Operates in rural Luzon, Visayas, and parts of Mindanao. Has cells in Manila and other metropolitan centers. 

Tactics - Members of the units are trained to become what are called "comprehensive fighters." This means developing the skills to fight, educate, and do propaganda. Each squad or unit has a concrete plan of activity. A typical squad works among peasants in 15 to 20 barrios in a “guerrilla front”. A barrio is the basic village unit in the Philippine countryside. The barrios the squad has responsibility for are regularly visited. 

Doctrine – “The New People's Army developed a strategy called Protracted People's War from the Chinese Revolution lead by Mao Zedong. There are three stages of the People's War: strategic defensive; stalemate; and strategic offensive. As of now, the Red fighters are in the strategic defensive, where they are capable of launching tactical offensives against the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). These attacks consist of element of surprise to disarm and obtain weapons from the enemy”.

External Aid - Receives funding from overseas fundraisers in Western Europe and elsewhere; also linked to Libya. Diverts some funding of humanitarian aid. 

Activities - The NPA primarily targets Philippine security forces, corrupt politicians, and drug traffickers. Opposes any U.S. military presence in the Philippines and attacked U.S. military interests before the U.S. base closures in 1992 (detailed below). Press reports in 1999 indicated that the NPA would target U.S. troops participating in joint military exercises under the Visiting Forces Agreement and US Embassy personnel. The NPA has assassinated 10 US military and private citizens since 1987. The NPA has also attacked US businesses in rural areas that refused to pay so-called revolutionary taxes.

April 21, 1989 – The NPA shot and killed a US Army colonel on his way to work. They threatened to attack more Americans involved in Aquino's counterinsurgency effort if her government did not close American military bases in the Philippines.
Sept 4, 1989 – The New People's Army penetrated a US military installation, the American communications relay facility and damaged it in a bombing attack. They also attempted to lay landmines on a road frequntly used by Clark Air Base personnel but this was foiled. Both incidents were part of NPA efforts to disrupt negotiations between the US and the Aquino government concerning the extension of American rights to use military installations in the Philippines set to expire in 1991.
Sept 26, 1989 - The NPA, which oppose US military presence shot to death two American Ford Corporation employees in an ambush.
Oct 3, 1989 - The NPA shot to death a US military intelligence agent.
Mar 6, 1990 – An American citizen was shot by members of the New People's Army (NPA) for refusing to pay "Revolutionary Taxes" levied against his ranch.
May 13, 1990 – NPA assassins shot and killed two US Air Force airmen near Clark Airbase. The killings came on the eve of the Philippines-US exploratory talks on the future of the US military bases in the Philippines.
June 13, 1990 - An American Peace Corps worker was abducted from his home by NPA terrorists. No ransom was paid and he was released unharmed on 2 August.

C.  Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF)
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The MNLF was founded in 1969 with Nur Misuari (left) as Chairman. He has led the MNLF ever since. Its first members were drawn from youth recruited by the traditional Muslim leaders for military training in Malaysia. Like Misuari himself, these young men had had a secular education, and some had briefly taken part in left-wing student politics. They were dissatisfied with the traditionalist leadership, which they felt lacked direction.

When it was founded, the MNLF’s objective was an independent Bangsamoro homeland. However, under pressure from the Islamic states, it has accepted autonomy within the Philippine state.

The MNLF definition of the term ‘Moro’ includes any native inhabitant of Mindanao willing to accept that identity. The organization has non-Muslim members, of whom the most prominent is a Protestant pastor, Absalom Cerveza, currently representing Christians on the Southern Philippines Council for Peace and Development. However, few Christians or Lumads are willing to call themselves Moro.

Officially, the MNLF’s ruling body is its Central Committee, although the charismatic and authoritarian Misuari has always been the dominant figure. He lived in exile in the Middle East from the early 1970s until 1996, making only a few brief visits to Mindanao after 1986. Owing to difficulties in communication with the exiled leadership, local field commanders in Mindanao had considerable independence in practice.

As a student, Misuari joined the leftist Kabataang Makabayan (KM — Nationalist Youth) led by Jose Maria Sison, who went on to establish the new Communist Party of the Philippines. But as the KM became more Maoist-oriented, Misuari dropped out. After the Jabidah massacre in 1968, he left his job as a lecturer at the University of the Philippines, and returned to Mindanao to lead the fight for Moro self-determination.

The MNLF’s armed group is called the Bangsa Moro Army. In 1994, the Philippine military estimated that the MNLF had 14,080 fighters. The MNLF itself claims a much higher figure, as well as a considerable number of ‘secret forces’ or civilians in support roles.

The MNLF’s main bases are in Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Basilan and the Zamboanga peninsula. It also has a presence in parts of Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, Saranggani and South Cotabato. The members are predominantly, but not exclusively, from the Tausug, Samal and Yakan ethnic groups.

A formidable and brutal Muslim insurgency group for a quarter-century, the MNLF signed a peace agreement with the Ramos government on September 2, 1996. Today, the MNLF is a mainstream political entity. Some 7500 former guerrillas are now being trained and paid to fight alongside government troops to battle the even nastier MILF and Abu Sayyaf group. The former guerillas get $170 and a monthly allowance of $30. The MNLF chairman, Nur Misuari is now in charge of a four province Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.

After the Peace Agreement with the Philippine government in 1996, the MNLF entered civilian politics and government as a junior partner of the Ramos administration and Ramos’s party, Lakas-NUCD (National Union of Christian Democrats).

MNLF leaders who ran in the 1998 congressional and local elections lost, with the exception of General Secretary Muslimin Sema, who was elected mayor of Cotabato City and Hassim Amin, who represents Jolo 1st Distribution in Congress. The Ramos’ party had an electoral alliance with the United Muslim Democrats of the Philippines (UMDP) as well as with the MNLF, so felt obliged to declare ‘free zones’ in constituencies where both were running.

The MNLF heads the Southern Philippines Council for Peace and Development (SPCPD), a transitional institution established under the 1996 Peace Agreement. Misuari is also Governor of the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao.

1) Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 

The Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, or ARMM, was created in 1990 to help solve the long-festering Muslim problem and at the same time hasten the economic development of the Muslim areas. At present, however, the ARMM only covers the four provinces of Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Maguindanao, and Lanao del Sur. Through a plebiscite in 1989, the predominantly Christian residents of the 14 provinces and 10 cities expressed their preference not to join the ARMM. 

On September 9, 1996, elections were held for the ARMM officials. Prof. Nurallaji Misuari, the Chairman of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), was elected as governor, with Guimid P. Matalam as vice governor. They replaced Linding Pangandangan and Nabil Tan as governor and vice governor, respectively. Also elected with them were 121 regional assemblymen. The ARMM elections were considered unique because they were peaceful, despite being held in what has been the country's traditionally most volatile areas. 

After his election as ARMM governor, Misuari has assumed the role of peace broker in Mindanao. He promised to use "moral pressure" to convince members of the Abu Sayaf group and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to lay down their arms and assist the government in promoting peace and development in Mindanao. 
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Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM)
Four of the island's 23 provinces constitute a geo-political subdivision called the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).
D. Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
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In 1978, shortly after the collapse of the Tripoli Agreement, a group led by Central Committee member Salamat Hashim broke away from the MNLF. At first, it called itself the ‘New MNLF’, but in 1984 it formally established itself as the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). 

Hashim comes from an upper class Maguindanaon family. He was a leader of the Philippine Students’ Union in Cairo in the 1960s when studying at Al-Azhar, a prestigious center of Islamic learning.  Salamat received his religious training in Egypt and Pakistan in the 1960s (he was heavily influenced by Syed Abul Ala Mau'dudi of Pakistan's Jamaat i Islami Party and Syed Outh of Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood). After returning to the Philippines in 1970, he became a founder member of the MNLF, and eventually challenged Misuari for the leadership. Hashim was a member of the MNLF panels negotiating with the Marcos government in 1975 and 1976. The organization puts much greater emphasis on Islam than the MNLF, and most of its leaders are Islamic scholars from traditional aristocratic and religious backgrounds.

In the late 1990s, the MILF claims to have 120,000 armed and unarmed fighters and many more supporters. Recent Philippine government estimates put the MILF strength at 8,000 while western intelligence sources put it at 40,000. Most members come from the Maguindanaon and Iranun ethnic groups, although Maranaw recruits seem to be increasing. Vice Chair for political affairs, Ghazali Jafaar, says that although the MILF respects the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), ‘the Bangsamoro has the final say’.

The MILF, with an estimated 16,000 ‘active duty’ fighters, is the biggest insurgent group fighting for an Islamic state in the Mindanao region. The MILF has no word for "compromise" in its Islamic dictionary.  More than 1000 Filipino Muslims in its ranks fought against the Soviets during the war in Afghanistan. The Front's military commander, Al-haj Murad, boasts of possessing six full divisions of soldiers; however, it seems to be a rotating army, with only two divisions on duty at any given time. This may explain the massive gap in estimates of the group's strength. MILF leader Hashim Salamat is rarely seen, but does give regular religious sermons on radio broadcasts in Mindanao. MILF operations include the kidnapping of Taiwanese diplomats and Chinese-Filipino businessmen and attacks on Philippine military detachments and burning of schools.  

E.  Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

Introduction: 

Abu Sayyaf (‘father of the sword’) was founded to propagate Islam through jihad. Its founder and leader, Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani, was an Islamic scholar and previously a member of the MNLF. He was killed in an encounter with the AFP in December 1998.

The ASG began as Tabligh (Spread the Word), an organization founded in 1972 by Iranian missionaries who came to the Philippines to spread the doctrines of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. The ASG figured the poor Muslim communities of the Philippines were a good place to wage a secessionist jihad.  Tabligh's military arm became known as the Mujahedin Commando Freedom Fighters (MCFF), and later tagged as the Abu Sayyaf Group--named after charismatic leader Abdurajak Janjalani Abubakar, who goes by the handle of Abu Sayyaf (Father of the Sword).  

The Abu Sayyaf Group’s (ASG) aim is to establish an Iranian-style Islamic state in Mindanao. The ASG split from the MNLF in 1991. The group is the smaller but more violent of the Muslim groups fighting the Philippine government. Although based almost exclusively in the southern islands, they are believed to have ties to a number of Islamic fundamentalist organizations around the world, including Osama bin Ladin’s al-Qaida and Ramzi Yousef, who was convicted of organizing the 1993 bombing of the world Trade Center in New York. Janjalani, the founder of the group like Osama bin Ladin, was a veteran of the war in Afghanistan. The ASG has a membership is estimated to range from of several hundreds up to 1,000 young Islamic radicals.   
Abdurajik Abubakar Janjalani was killed in a firefight with police in the village Lamitan in Basilam Island in December 1998.  He kept close ties with other Islamic radical leaders following the Afghan war. The ASG refused to take part in the peace process between the government and the MNLF, demanding an independent Islamic country. Some members have studied or worked in the Middle East and developed ties to Arab Mujahedeen while fighting and training in Afghanistan.  The ASG is a fundamentalist faction with zero tolerance for the Christian government.  

The ASG’s main base is on the island of Basilan. Edwin Angeles, a convert to Islam who commanded Abu Sayyaf military operations in the early 1990s, was later revealed to be a police agent. He left the Abu Sayyaf in 1995, and was killed in January 1999, soon after Janjalani.

The ASG is at least partially financed by Iran and Pakistan. They're supported by Libya, Iran and some say Osama bin Laden. They also generate their own income by kidnapping business people. Since August 1992, the rebels have been targeting members of the Roman Catholic Church. They kidnap priests, missionaries and nuns, usually releasing them after a lengthy captivity. 

The group’s first major terrorist attack was a grenade attack in 1991, in which two foreign women were killed. The ASG’s first large-scale operation was in April 1995, when they raided the Christian village of Ipil in Mindanao, killing 52 people. Their modus operandi is to use bombs, assassinations, kidnappings, and extortion from companies and wealthy businessmen in order to attain their aims. Philippine security sources have also blamed the group for a recent spate of bus bombings, as well as the 1993 bombing of a cathedral in Davao City, in which seven people were killed.  

Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) Profile:

Meaning of Abu Sayyaf - The group’s name “Abu Sayyaf” has been said in various sources to translate to  “Bearer of the Sword”, “Father of the Sword”, and the “Sword of God”.  No matter the translation one accepts, the name epitomizes Jihad, or Islamic holy war.








Leadership - a young firebrand Islamic preacher, Abdurajak Janjalani, founded Abu Sayyaf in the early 1990s.  A former teacher from a Muslim-Christian family on Basilan, Janjalani, studied theology and Arabic in Libya, Syria and Saudi Arabia during the 1980s.  He served alongside Osama Bin Laden during the Afghan War and subsequently returned to the Philippines around 1990 and began preaching, attracting disillusioned young Muslims. Abdurajak Janjalani was killed in a shootout with police on Basilan in December 1998. He was the country's most wanted man who carried a reward of 1.5m pesos ($37,500) on his head. Abdurajak Janjalani’s younger brother, Khaddafy Janjalani, took over leadership of the Abu Sayyaf his death.



Personnel Strength - Philippine military sources say the group emerged after young Islamic militants became disgruntled with the older generation of separatist leaders waging a war for an independent Islamic state in the main southern region of Mindanao.  The Abu Sayyaf, which split from the Moro National Liberation Front in 1991, is believed to have up to 1,000 members. Many of its members were Muslim students recruited from universities to fight for an independent Islamic state. The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) members are mostly younger Muslims, many of who have studied or worked in the Gulf States, where they were exposed to radical Islamic ideology. They are professionally organized and all unit commanders are veteran Filipino 'Afghans'.











OPAREA - The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is largely based in the island provinces of Basilan, Sulu (Jolo) and Tawi-Tawi in the southernmost Philippines.  ASG rebels also operate in southern Mindanao in the provinces of Sarangani and South Cotabato. In early 1990s, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) handed over the small Basilan Island off the Mindanao coast to Abu-Sayyaf and a cadre of 300 hard-core members. They use Basilan Island as their rear base for operations all over the Philippines.  

Weapons - Abu Sayyaf is equipped with recoilless rifles, anti-tank weapons, mortars, ZU-23-2 automatic cannon, a few Stinger SAMs, as well as sophisticated sabotage equipment, large quantities of small arms and ammunition. The Philippine military has said the weapons were apparently bought with foreign funds. (See international support). 

Brief History - Abu Sayyaf has a short, bloodstained history.  It first made its presence felt in 1992, when members hurled a bomb at a wharf in the southern city of Zamboanga where the MV Doulous, an international floating bookstore manned by Christian preachers, was docked. Several people were injured. Bomb attacks on Zamboanga airport and a number of Roman Catholic churches followed, and the following year several people were killed in an attack on a cathedral in the southern city of Davao. 

Despite these incidents, the group was initially dismissed by the military as an insignificant force compared to two larger separatist organizations - the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), which signed a peace accord with the central government in 1996, and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). 
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But that illusion was brutally shattered in April 1995, when the Abu Sayyaf carried out a chilling attack on the Christian town of Ipil (phot right). Gunmen razed the town center (right) and killed 53 civilians and soldiers. 

In between bomb attacks, the group has also targeted foreigners for kidnapping. In 1993, Abu Sayyaf gunmen kidnapped Charles Walton, then 61, of Philadelphia. Walton, a language researcher at the US-based Summer Institute of Linguistics, which translates the Bible into the local dialect, was freed after 23 days.  The following year the group seized three Spanish nuns and a Spanish priest in separate incidents. 

In 1996, Abu Sayyaf rebels kidnapped 16 people at Trankeni Natural Resort, Lake Sebu, and Mindanao. 

In September 1998, Abu Sayyaf rebels abducted three businessmen from Hong Kong, the 80-year-old mother of a Taiwanese resort owner and four other family members, and an Italian priest in Tawi-Tawi and Zamboanga.

In October 1998, Abu Sayyaf threatened to blow up two oil depots and a power barge. The group had carried out 11 bomb and rocket attacks in Basilan province that year. 

On 2 January 1999 suspected Abu Sayyaf members threw a fragmentation grenade into a crowd of onlookers near a burning grocery store in the city of Jolo, resulting in 10 dead and 74 wounded. The attack was the first by Abu Sayyaf since the death of its founder, Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani, on 18 December 1998.
4.  International Support 

MNLF-MILF-ASG Cooperation and International Support: The Abu Sayaff Group is operating in concert with other Islamic separatists, namely the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), in the southern Philippines with outside state sponsorship. Filipino Islamic terrorists are networked to and sponsored by Iranian, Pakistani, Libyan, and Afghan Pan-Islamic terrorists.  Indirectly China, for its strategic interest in destabilizing Manila, supports Filipino Islamic terrorists through Pakistan and Iran

History - The Moro struggle in the Philippines is one of the longest Muslim separatist struggles in East Asia. It emerged from a local resistance to the penetration of Christian Filipino settlers and a growing socio-economic plight of the indigenous Muslim population. It was not until the 1980s, with the expansion of the first cycle of state sponsorship, and especially the mid 1990s, when the regional strategic interests necessitated the further destabilization of the Philippines, that  local Islamic terrorism and subversion markedly expanded and escalated. By the 1990s, Filipino Islamic groups had already been thoroughly penetrated and subverted by the Iran-controlled Islamic terrorist network. This effort was conducted out of Tehran's genuine commitment to pan-Islamic causes. However, it was the emergence of tangible regional strategic interests - mainly the PRC's desire to dominate the South China Sea and usurp Filipino claimed islands in the Spratlys unchallenged - that made the sponsoring states - Iran and Pakistan - dramatically increase the extent of their material support for and direct intervention in the operations of the Filipino Islamic terrorists. 

Operating Banner - The majority of the Filipino Islamic forces operate under the banner of the Moro Islamic liberation Front (MILF) and their armed forces -- the Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF). In the early 1990s, there were major improvements in the overall military capabilities of the MILF/BIAF primarily due to assistance from Filipino 'Afghans,' Pakistani, Afghan, and Iranian instructors. The key development was the institutionalization of a system of camps and secure lines of communications. Upon the completion of the modernization process in mid 1994, BIAF reportedly had about 120,000 mujahideen in six divisions and an elite "National Guard" comprised of 6,000 veteran fighters and Filipino 'Afghans'. The actual number of personnel is probably less than half the organization’s claimed strength.

Weapons Influx - In October 1994, Iran arranged for massive weapon supplies. A shipload of RPG-2s, six 75mm dual-use guns, numerous ZU-23-2 dual-use automatic guns, 81mm mortars, a few Stingers, and large quantities of ammunition of all types was safely unloaded on the Mindanao coast. These supplies also constituted the beginning of a second phase of the BIAF's build-up to 180,000 troops. The political objective is the completion of the MILF's control of the rural areas of Mindanao by 1995-96 preferably through encroachment small-scale insurgency and political pressure rather than a massive military confrontation with the government forces. By the spring of 1995, this method was working very effectively. An Islamic religious, political, and educational system sympathetic to the MILF is already dominant all over Mindanao. A flow of new recruits, all vetted and cleared through the local mosque system, to regional MILF camps and on for training with the BIAF is rapidly growing. 

Impact on Mindanao - Abu Sayyaf's audacious terrorist operations have dramatically affected the situation in Mindanao. The government security forces diverted most of their assets away from confronting the spread of MILF and into fighting the Abu Sayyaf Organization. Moreover, many Muslim youth, especially in the urban slums all over the Philippines, were exited by the Islamic terrorist operations and volunteered to join the MILF/BIAF. Therefore, the MILF leadership decided to tacitly support Abu Sayyaf but in a deniable manner.

Impact on Manila - This marked escalation of Islamic terrorism and subversion throughout the southern islands of the Philippines has had a major effect on Manila. The security forces and the government were increasingly preoccupied with the escalating subversion and growing instability. Larger assets of the military and security forces, including Naval and Marines forces, were allocated to fighting the Islamic subversion. With Manila's attention focused on the Moros, the government was completely surprised by China’s activities in the eastern Spratly Islands -- islands over which the Philippines also claim sovereignty. Moreover, by the time the crisis erupted in the spring of 1995, the Filipino Navy and Marines - the services responsible for dealing with the Spratlys - were already thinly stretched by, and completely committed to, the fighting against the escalating Islamic subversion. Consequently, Manila found itself lacking viable military option to assert its sovereignty in the disputed reefs.  

Foreign Support - By 1995, the ISI (Pakistani Intelligence) and VEVAK (Vezarat-e Ettela'at va Amniat-e Keshvar - Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security) reportedly had a high quality and tightly controlled Islamic terrorist force in the Philippines specifically in order to carry out spectacular and highly lethal operations aimed at destabilizing the government in Manila and support international terrorism throughout the region.  Tehran has been spearheading the establishment of alternate extremist fringe organizations since the 1980’s. They received close support from the Hizballah. Tehran believes in the dual approach combining extreme violence with active acquisition of popular support through extensive social services. While the MILF was gaining widespread popular support, the extremist organizations were challenging the government through the use of terrorism. As the terrorist struggle was escalating, Tehran markedly upgraded its on-site level of expertise by nominating Kamal Sajjadi, a veteran Pasdaran intelligence official, as the Iranian head of mission in Manila. His primary mission is to support the escalation of the Hizballah-led Islamic struggle and terrorist operations. 

Leaders - The hard core of the most important terrorist organization was established in the early 1980s by three young Islamists with different backgrounds. Most important is Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani, a.k.a. Abu-Sayaff (Father of the Sword), a radicalized commander in the MNLF who became the overall commander of the new group. Amilhussin Jumaani, a graduate of the training camp for "revolutionary preachers" in Borujerd, Iran, became the movement's spiritual guide. The third, still unidentified, military commander is a highly experienced Filipino 'Afghan,' reportedly one of the first to be trained by the Pakistani Intelligence Service (ISI). (He returned to Pakistan/Afghanistan repeatedly during the 1980s to gain more combat experience and expertise.) They began organizing small high-quality strike units made of sons of MNLF mujahideen killed in fighting with the government security forces in the 1970s. Initially Abu-Sayyaf led them on blood vengeance raids on government facilities, and gradually expanded their missions to include daring, though localized, strikes. These fledgling terrorist cells first became known as Abu-Sayaff's, and later the Abu Sayyaf Organization. 

Expanding Capabilities - In the late 1980s, veteran Filipino 'Afghans,' as well as Pakistani, Afghan, and Iranian experts became available for the establishment of a truly professional Islamic terrorist organization in the Philippines. Large quantities of weapons and explosives, primarily from supplies to the Afghan resistance earmarked by the ISI for Islamic international terrorism, were organized in Karachi for clandestine shipment to the Philippines. These supplies permitted the rapid expansion and initial professionalization of the Abu Sayyaf Organization. By 1990-91, the ISI and VEVAK established an organized and comprehensive support system for Abu Sayyaf, ranging from the supply of advanced weapons and funds to providing expert training to key cadres on site and training camps in Iran and Afghanistan/Pakistan. In early 1990s, MILF handed over the small Basilan Island off Mindanao coast to Abu-Sayyaf and a cadre of 300 elite terrorists. They are professionally organized and all unit commanders are veteran Filipino 'Afghans'. They use Basilan Island as their rear base for operations all over the Philippines. At the same time, the BIAF maintains civil order for the local Muslim population, and MILF provides the social services.

Expanding Target List - In mid 1994, the Abu Sayyaf Organization was closely inspected by Iranian and Pakistani intelligence officers and found to be sufficiently solid and professional to support spectacular terrorist operations against key targets in the Far East and the US. They also recommended a marked upgrading of the overall military capabilities of the Abu Sayyaf forces. In the fall of 1994, Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani emerged in Basilan Island, personally in charge of an intense effort to recruit and train new candidates.  By the summer of 1995, the Abu Sayyaf organization began preparations to strike "new targets" in Mindanao. By the early fall of 1995, just as the tension over the Spratly islands was growing, there was a concurrent escalation of the Islamic terrorism in the Philippines. It was a twin track escalation -- on the one hand an overall improvement of MILF's military capabilities, and, on the other, a sharp escalation of Abu Sayyaf's activities and especially direct confrontation with the military – diverting the military from the Chinese threat. More importantly, the ASG became integrated into a growing network of Islamic terrorists that targets Western interests throughout Asia. 

Libya
Libya has been the main external supporter of the MNLF over the years. The bulk of MNLF funds came from Libya, and many MNLF fighters were trained there.

In 1971, shortly after the Manili massacre, Saleh Bouyasser, the Libyan Minister for Information and Foreign Affairs, visited the Philippines and met Muslim leaders. He recommended to his government that it should help the Moro people.

In 1972, MNLF Chair Misuari went to Libya together with his deputy, Hashim Salamat. They persuaded Libyan officials to give aid for the Moro movement directly to the MNLF, rather than to Muslim traditional politicians. Libya’s new, revolutionary government preferred young, energetic leaders like Misuari to the older traditional elite, who also had something of a reputation for dishonesty.

Libyan support helped the MNLF to establish a regional network in Mindanao very quickly. The MNLF central committee was based in Libya from 1974.

Libya helped Philippine Muslim leaders present their case to the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) and became chair of the OIC Quadripartite Ministerial Commission (also including Saudi Arabia, Senegal and Somalia) on the situation of Muslims in the Philippines. Libya continued as chair for 20 years until Indonesia took over in 1993. Libya also sponsored the negotiations leading to the 1976 Tripoli Agreement, which became the main basis for subsequent negotiations.

Although Libya was the main foreign supporter of the MNLF, the Philippine government developed bilateral relations of mutual benefit to both countries. Libyan interest in the Philippines was not only economic (labor force needs and trade) but also political (against international isolation and US sanctions).

Indonesia
Although Indonesia does not consider itself an Islamic state, it is a member of the OIC. It is a neighbor of the Philippines and a fellow member of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). Indonesia is also a partner in the East ASEAN Growth Area (EAGA) that includes parts of Brunei, Malaysia, and the Philippines.

The north of the Indonesian island of Sulawesi has had historic cross-border links of trade, residency and kinship with Muslim Mindanao.

Multi-ethnic Indonesia has always hesitated to support secessionist movements. In the words of Ambassador Wiryono, who facilitated negotiations between the Philippine government and the MNLF in the 1990s, ‘We have our own fear of letting go... We don’t want to be seen as adopting the right to secede... We have many islands and ethnic groups’.

Initially, Indonesia, like Malaysia, supported the Philippine government’s position against the MNLF position in OIC forums. At the ICFM in Kuala Lumpur in 1974, Indonesia and Malaysia pushed for the ‘framework of the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Philippines’ to balance the call for the Philippine government to negotiate with the MNLF.

At the 6th Islamic Summit in Dakar in 1991, Indonesia and Bangladesh joined the OIC’s Ministerial Committee of the Six (formerly the Quadripartite Commission) working on the dispute between the Philippine government and the MNLF. It became chair of that committee in 1993.

Jakarta hosted the talks between the Philippine government and the MNLF that led to the 1996 Peace Agreement. Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas presided over the consultation meeting called by the OIC’s Ministerial Committee of the Six in June 1996 to try to achieve consensus between the Philippine government and the MNLF on the proposed SPCPD.

Malaysia
Like Indonesia, Malaysia is a neighbor of the Philippines and a fellow member of ASEAN. The Malaysian state of Sabah (in North Borneo), 1,000 miles from peninsular Malaysia, is ethnically, historically and geographically linked to Sulu. In the late 1960s, the Philippine government laid claim to Sabah as part of Philippine territory.

When the war in Mindanao began in the 1970s, Sabah’s Chief Minister was Tun Mustapha, an ethnic Tausug whose family came from Sulu. He gave aid and logistical support to the MNLF. The Malaysian government, irritated by reports of a Marcos government plan to invade Sabah, turned a blind eye, although it remained wary of Tun Mustapha’s political ambitions.

Throughout the war, most of the aid sent to the MNLF from the Middle East was smuggled through Sabah, and the biggest MNLF military base was there.

But although it allowed this state of affairs, publicly and within the OIC, the Malaysian government always supported the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Philippines.

Iran – Pakistan

The ASG is at least partially financed by Iran and Pakistan. They're supported by Libya, Iran and some say Osama bin Laden.  

Saudi Arabia 

There are reports that ten Saudi “military consultants” were in Mindanao in February 2000, helping the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) beef up its combat capabilities against government forces. There are additional reports of Moros training in Saudi Arabia.
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Appendix A: Current Activities 
 
FEBRUARY 2000

Tue 2/22/00 

Ten Saudi “military consultants” are now in Mindanao helping the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) beef up its combat capabilities against government forces.  In a telephone interview from Cagayan de Oro, a member of the MILF technical committee for peace talks with the Estrada administration also belied military claims of huge rebel losses during one week of clashes in Maguindanao and North Cotabato provinces. This, as the spokesman of the Armed Forces and Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado issued conflicting statements on alleged rebel attempts to take down a chopper that was ferrying government officials for a look-see of the fighting. The source joined MILF chief negotiator Aleem Abdul Aziz Mimbantas who was still meeting with government negotiating panel chief Edgardo Batenga late Tuesday, to explore ways of restarting the talks. The MILF called off formal negotiations Sunday, demanding an accounting of alleged ceasefire violations, which both sides have blamed on each other. The MILF source forecast major progress by evening. “I am very optimistic,” he said. “I know that the legal counsel has been summoned to oversee an agreement.” 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/feb/23/index.html
Wed 2/23/00 

Despite the recent spate of violent clashes, the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) have agreed to resume the second round of formal peace talks on March l and 2 in Cotabato City. The agreement was contained in a joint communiqué issued after a two-day make-or-break meeting between the two panels which ended yesterday in Cagayan de Oro City. The agreement was signed by retired Lt. Gen. Edgardo E. Batenga, head of the government panel and Aleem Mimbantas, MILF panel chair. Estosan Hotel in Cotabato City will be the site of the resumption of the second round of formal peace talks, which were disrupted by a series of clashes between MILF guerrillas and government forces, resulting in the death of about ll5 people who were mostly Moro rebels, according to the military. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/feb/24/top_stories/20000224top1.html
Fri 2/25/00 

A bomb exploded today in a crowded bus traveling on a ferry, killing at least 26 people and injuring dozens more. Bus driver Mario Labor said the bomb, which was planted four seats behind him, exploded as the ferry was about 20 yards from the pier at Ozamis port. Passengers jumped into the sea in panic. Dozens of badly burned victims were taken to hospitals, said Morpheus Agot, a member of the Misamis Occidental provincial board. At about the same time as the ferry explosion, a second bomb went off in another bus owned by the same company, injuring at least four people, police said. No other details were immediately available. The skipper of the ferry managed to dock the vessel, allowing firefighers to extinguish the fire. The ferry and seven of its 20 vehicles were damaged, witnesses said. Police Chief Joel Bation said 26 people were confirmed dead as of this evening. Many of the bodies were found piled on top of each other in the rear of the bus. The victims apparently had been trying to escape the flames. The bus, owned by the Super Five Express bus company, started in Cagayan de Oro city in the southern Philippines. It traveled about 70 miles southwest to Kolambogan in Lanao del Norte province, where it boarded the ferry to cross Pangil Bay to Ozamis. Army Brig. Gen. Narciso Abaya, 1st Infantry Division commander, ordered troops to set up checkpoints along roads to search vehicles and passengers for bombs. No group immediately claimed responsibility for the bombings.  http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/i/AP-Philippines-Explosion.html
Fri 2/25/00 

At least 32 people, including children, were killed and 38 wounded on Friday when bombs exploded in one of the buses on an inter-island ferry in the southern Philippines, officials said. "They were time-bombs," Ozamis mayor Benjamin Fuentez told Reuters by phone when asked about the cause of the explosion. The blasts sparked a fire on the 201-ton ferry Lady Mediatrix and were so strong they ripped the ceiling of the bus, hurling some of the passengers away. Panic broke out among the passengers, some of whom jumped into the water.  Police said the bombs were apparently planted in the luggage of the bus passengers and might have been timed to explode while the ferry was on its way to Ozamis port from the coastal town of Kolambugan. The bombs exploded within a minute of each other as the ferry was about to dock at Ozamis on Mindanao island, 790 km (490 miles) south of Manila.  The ferry's records showed it had 11 crew and 32 passengers apart from the passengers on the buses, Gabisan said. He said the coast guard had not determined the exact number of passengers on the buses. Investigators were still looking into the motive but Abaya suspected extortionists were behind the bombing  The military had also blamed rebel groups for some past bombings of buses in the southern region but most of the attacks attributed to insurgents involved only minimal civilian losses.  

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5339478&uid=951495225868
Mon 2/28/00 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines Southern Command has been placed on alert following the bombing of three transport buses last Friday in Mindanao. Three Super Five buses exploded - two while aboard a ferry in Misamis Occidental and a third one in Zamboanga del Norte. The death toll now stands at 38 although only 15 of the victims have been identified by the military in one of the worst attacks on civilians. The government said the bombing appears to have been the handiwork of professional terrorists though suspicion fell on the Moro International Liberation Front rebels. The MILF was reportedly responsible for the previous burning of a Super Five bus in Lanao Del Norte, an act of revenge on the bus company after the son of a rebel leader was hit by one of its buses. But the MILF denied it is responsible for the attack, saying it does not target civilians. President Estrada, who was in General Santos City for the opening of the Palaro ng Bayan at that time, has ordered the military to go full force after those responsible for the bombings. 

http://www.gmaquest.com/full_story/full_news/news022800001.htm
Mon 2/28/00 

Anti-Muslim unrest has erupted after three bus explosions in the southern Philippines killed 45 people and wounded several others. A Muslim man was stabbed to death, another was abducted and later shot dead and a mosque was fired on in Ozamiz, in what local officials fear might be a backlash after the explosions. The military has tightened security for bus travelers to prevent more explosions. The chief of the Philippine Army's 1st Division in the southern Philippines, Brigadier-General Narciso Abaya, said bomb experts had been directed to conduct thorough checks on buses plying critical routes in Mindanao. A bomb ripped through a Super-5 bus aboard a barge on Friday as it was about to dock in Ozamiz, killing 45 passengers. A bomb also went off on a second bus aboard the ferry, police revealed yesterday. About 30 minutes after the ferry explosion, a bomb exploded in another Super-5 bus in Rizal, in nearby Zamboanga del Norte province, wounding at least 10 passengers. No group has claimed responsibility for the bombings. Armed forces Chief-of-Staff General Angelo Reyes said the explosions were the work of terrorists, although many believe they were the work of secessionist Muslim rebels. But a spokesman for the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), Mohagher Iqbal, denied the front's guerillas were out to sabotage peace talks with the Government. "The MILF will never do anything to hurt innocent people. It's against the MILF policy," he said. "It's unfair that the MILF is being faulted for all the bad things that are happening in Mindanao." The Government and the MILF have resumed peace negotiations after two weeks of intense fighting. But these are expected to be fragile as relations between the two camps appear to have cooled significantly. The officials said the bombings were the handiwork of "a highly organized, well-funded and highly trained terrorist organization". The Ozamiz Government assured protection for the city's Muslim community as the chief of the Ozamiz City Muslim Association, Sultan Idil Mambualan, called on Christians to "stop blaming us for the bombing". "It's unfortunate, but if attacks against Muslims continue, we will pack up and leave Ozamiz for good," Mr Mambualan said.   

http://www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000228031353105.asp
Mon 2/28/00 

The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has captured three military “deep penetration agents” who have allegedly spewed information on an alleged coup plot against the Estrada administration, using troubled Mindanao as a launching pad. This, as Malacañang nixed calls to declare a state of emergency in Mindanao, where escalating government-rebel clashes and last week’s deadly blasts have cast a pall of fear among Christian and Muslim residents. Presidential Spokesman Fernando Barican said President Estrada has issued the order for “maximum tolerance” from government troops. Placing Southern Philippines under a state of emergency, he added, would only play to terrorists’ hands and heighten an image of political destabilization. The first phase, he said, includes the recent  military offensive against the MILF’s Camp Usman in Carmen, Cotabato, and the attack and eventual capture of Camp Omar in  Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao. “The  second stage of the plan is to portray the MILF  as  terrorists, he said, adding that the coup plotters will stage terroristic activities  and blame it to the MILF, as what  is  happening now,” he said. The next stage, Murad warned, will be an attempt to influence the President to give his blessings for a massive attack at Camp Abubakar—MILF’s main camp—and other rebel bases. “They are aware that once these camps are attacked, there will be an all-out war in Mindanao and even outside of Mindanao.” “After this, the group will portray President Estrada as incapable of governing the country and oust him either through parliamentary means, impeachment or a coup d’etat,” Murad added. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/feb/29/top_stories/20000229top1.html
Tue 2/29/00 

In a span of three days, 36 people have died and 49 others wounded in a series of bombings in Mindanao. In another attack on civilians, a bomb exploded outside the gates of the Catholic-run radio station dxMS here at 8:07 Sunday night, injuring seven persons. Police said the bomb, a 60mm mortar shell with a trigger mechanism, was meant for engineer Zam Ampatuan, host of the hour long ''Radio Kalimudan'' which airs at 8 p.m. on Sundays and 9 p.m. on weekdays. The attack occurred two days after two bombs went off on two buses aboard a ferry about to dock at the port of Ozamiz City. The twin bombings, which have been blamed on the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, killed at least 36 people, injured 42, and left 11 missing, according to the Ozamiz City Disaster Coordinating Council. The attack on the radio station occurred on the second day of President Estrada's six-day visit to Mindanao. Protest demonstrations, violently dispersed by police, have hounded him at every stop.  ''There is a pattern in these bombings,'' Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said in Manila. He added: ''There are people who are instigating the Christian community to go after the Muslims. Let us not allow this to degenerate into a so-called Muslim-Christian conflict.'' 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/feb2000/feb29/news/news_main.htm
Tue 2/29/00 

Authorities are to file murder charges against Muslim and communist guerilla leaders over bus bombings which killed at least 45 people. Yesterday's announcement came as security forces moved to head off revenge attacks by Christian vigilantes for the bombings. Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) chairman Hashim Salamat and Communist Party of the Philippines founder Jose Maria Sison were "responsible for Friday's bombing attacks" on Mindanao island, a military spokesman said. The charges would be filed this week, he said. Some 45 people died and about 35 were injured when bombs ripped through two buses aboard a ferry off the northern Mindanao port of Ozamiz on Friday. A bomb aboard a bus also injured 10 people in the town of Rizal, northwest of Ozamiz, about the same time, and on Saturday Communist rebels burned a bus near the southern city of Davao. Suspected Christian vigilantes wearing military-style clothes raided a mosque near Ozamiz on Sunday. A man was shot dead and another stabbed and seriously injured. Meanwhile, seven people were injured on Sunday night when a bomb exploded outside DXMS, a radio station in Cotabato city run by the French-based Catholic mission Oblates of Mary Immaculate. The Government is scheduled to resume peace talks with the MILF tomorrow. The Ozamiz ferry attack was attributed to homemade bombs on two buses. Ampatuan, a Muslim member of a prominent political group in Mindanao, has used his broadcasts to accuse the 15,000-strong guerilla group of carrying out bombings as part of their extortion activities against bus companies. The MILF, waging a 21-year campaign to set up an Islamic state in the southern third of the mainly Catholic Philippine archipelago, denies it was behind the bombings. Mohaqher Iqbal, a MILF spokesman, said: "Every bombing here is being blamed on the MILF. We don't even have a presence in Ozamiz. "We cannot gain any advantage [by planting bombs] and if we want publicity, we have enough."   

http://www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000229025854708.asp
Tue 2/29/00 

Amid deep mutual distrust, the Philippine Government is due to hold delayed talks today with the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front in a bid to breathe life into a peace process that was launched last October and has since been in limbo. Since January, hostilities have escalated beyond the usual skirmishes. Last week, government forces won control of Camp Omar, the Muslim separatists' third-largest base on the southern island of Mindanao, after intense fighting which left 149 guerillas dead, military sources said. The Islamic front (MILF) rejects those figures as grossly inflated and describes the strike as "premeditated and unprovoked". The Government counters that insurgents were harassing army units and civilians in the area. Camp Omar was one of seven MILF camps verified and acknowledged by the Philippine Government following a formal ceasefire agreement in 1997. The army's occupation of the site was therefore a serious move. "If they want peace we'll give them peace. If they want war, we'll give them war," President Joseph Estrada reportedly said on February 19, and analysts say the Government is revealing a greater preparedness to use force when necessary against the separatists. Last month, the Defense Secretary alleged the MILF was exploiting the "hiatus" of negotiations to acquire new arms and fresh recruits for the 15,000-strong insurgent force. The MILF confirmed it was "consolidating" its forces. Meanwhile, investigations continue into the four bombings which killed at least 36 people and injured 59 over the weekend in Mindanao. The MILF is suspected but has denied involvement.  

http://www.smh.com.au/news/0003/01/world/world03.html
MARCH 2000

Wed 3/1/00 

President Estrada will submit to Congress a supplemental budget of P1 billion for the enlistment of about 35,000 members of a para-military force known as the Civilian Armed Force Geographical Units (CAFGUs) as the country braces for an escalation of terrorist attacks by the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Mindanao. In a related development, Isabela Rep. Faustino Dy Jr., chairman of the national defense committee of the Commission on Appointments (CA), tagged as pure propaganda yesterday published reports qouting a ranking MILF official as saying that a senator and three generals are behind a destabilization plot aimed at triggering a national breakdown in peace and order. Sen. Rodolfo G. Biazon, chairman of the Senate national defense and security committee, said at a press briefing yesterday that President Etrada made the decision to submit a supplemental budget after he talked to him aboard the BRP Ang Pangulo moored off Davao City the other day. In the meantime, the President can use part of his contingency fund to jumpstart the enlistment of CAFGUs while awaiting the approval by Congress of the supplemental budget. The congressional bicameral conference committee on the year 2000 P629 billion national budget deleted a P800 million budget as pressed by Biazon for the deployment of 32,000 to 35,000 CAFGUs to help the AFP and the Philippine National Police (PNP) meet head on the twin threats from the communist and secessionist groups. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-03/MN030203.asp
Fri 3/10/00 

The Philippine government and the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) have agreed to open their 4th round of formal talks on May 2-3, the Philippine News Agency said Friday. The PNA said peace negotiators from the government and the MILF signed an agreement on Thursday as they wound up their 3rd round of formal talks in Cotabato city in the southern part of the country. According to the agreement, some 60 MILF peace panel members have the full access to the negotiating table without fear of being harassed or arrested by the authorities. Aside from the security and safety guarantee, both peace panels have earlier inked the general ceasefire agreement. Both panels exuded confidence that in their 4th round of talks the peace process would yield more fruits after the government panel agreed to touch on the identities of the 39 MILF camps submitted to them on November 6, 1998. Philippine President Joseph Estrada said earlier that he is giving the peace process up to June this year to come up with substantial results. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5394208&uid=952708685237
Tue 3/14/00 

Muslims of the Moro National Liberation Front, which earlier signed a peace pact with the Government, have broken away to fight again for secession. Forming the MNLF-Islamic Command Council, the group said it would engage in armed guerilla warfare to pursue a "separate Islamic state in Mindanao". The development shows the deep discontent within the front over the failure of the four-year-old peace agreement to bring jobs and progress to an estimated six million Muslims living in the southern Philippines. It comes at a time when the Front's leader, Nur Misuari, has increasingly come under fire from his own aides and supporters for mismanaging the government-sponsored Muslim autonomy. Unlike the extremist group, Abu Sayyaf, the council promised it would not harm civilians while carrying out "an all-out war". And unlike the separatist Muslim Islamic Liberation Front, the council said it would not build camps nor engage in a conventional form of warfare. The development comes at a time when the Government is pressuring the Muslim separatist group of Hashim Salamat to wrap up peace negotiations by June. 

www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000314032225947.asp
Wed 3/15/00 

MANILA (March 15) XINHUA - Two bomb explosions hit two passenger buses Wednesday in the southern Philippines, killing at least two people and wounding several others, military reports said. Reports said the explosions all took place in North Cotabato province in the southern island of Mindanao. The first blast at 9 a.m. ripped through a Weena bus in Matalam town, wounding one person. The second explosion rocked another bus in Kidapawan, capital city of North Cotabato at 12 noon, killing at least two people and wounding undetermined number of people. The military reports said the suspects might be extortionists pestering Weena Bus Company for many years.   

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5409322&uid=953136496118
Thu 3/16/00 

CAGAYAN DE ORO, Philippines, March 16 (Reuters) - At least nine people were killed in fresh fighting in the southern Philippines on Thursday between government forces and Moslem separatists, military and guerrilla reports said. Army spokesman Major Johnny Macanas said the fighting occurred in six areas in Lanao del Norte province and started when about 200 guerrillas of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) attacked a military detachment. Macanas said the MILF suffered 15 dead against two soldiers killed. MILF vice-chairman for military affairs, Al Haj Murad, put government losses at seven dead against two guerrillas killed. Fighting started at dawn and raged until noon, both sides said. The MILF is the biggest Moslem insurgent group fighting for an Islamic state in the Mindanao region, 800 km (500 miles) south of Manila. The clashes occurred during a break in peace talks between the two sides aimed at ending a 28-year separatist rebellion. The military last month claimed killing 40 MILF rebels and capturing a major guerrilla camp in a series of gunbattles in Maguindanao province, 60 km (37 miles) south of the scene of Thursday's clashes.    http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5414517&uid=953219707040
Fri 3/17/00 

Gen. Angelo T. Reyes, chief of staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), ordered military authorities in Lanao del Norte yesterday to go after more than 600 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels who assaulted Kauswagan town and neighboring areas in the province in the last three days. Military reports said the number of fatalities in the fighting between government troopers and the MILF guerrillas has reached 47. Of the casualties, 41 were reportedly from the MILF side while the government suffered five killed, including a member of the Citizens Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU). Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado alerted officials of the Provincial Disaster Coordinating Council (PDCC) to assist more than 2,000 residents who were displaced from their homes as a result of the fighting in Kauswagan town. Mercado said that government authorities in Lanao del Norte have established evacuation centers for the residents. The defense chief expressed full support for Reyes' decision to go after the rebels in Kauswagan as a sign of the government's determination to neutralize forces who continue to defy the Constitution and the country's sovereignty. Reports from the AFP Southern Command based in Zamboanga City also said that eight other government troopers were wounded in the series of hostilities. "I have directed our commanders there to clear the Poblacion (town area) of these MILF rebels. We expect that before the afternoon is over (yesterday), the Kauswagan town will be cleared (of guerrillas)," Reyes said in an interview. The AFP chief reiterated that the government will not tolerate moves of the MILF rebels in terrorizing innocent communities in any part of the country. 

"Our instruction to our troops and this is consistent with the national policy is that there is only one Armed Forces, there is only one government," he said, "and anybody who will test the resolve of this government to assert its sovereignty will have something going its way." 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-03/MN031801.asp
Fri 3/17/00 

The (MNLF) Islamic Command Council has announced that it will resume its guerrilla war against the Philippine government after nearly four years of tenuous peace. By itself, this single organization cannot re-spark the country's dormant civil war. But there is widespread guerrilla dissatisfaction with the implementation of the 1996 peace accord. The country is also stressed by economic and political problems. The group's announcement appears to presage the return of full-scale civil war to the Philippines.   

www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
Fri 3/17/00 

ILIGAN, Philippines, March 17 (Reuters) - Moslem rebels in the southern Philippines took over a town hall and a major highway on Friday amid fighting in which up to 47 people may have been killed, officials said. The military said as many as 400 rebels, believed to be members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) fighting for a separate state, stormed Kauswagan town in Lanao del Norte province, 790 km (490 miles) south of Manila, early on Friday. Military officials said they believed as many as 41 guerillas were killed in fighting, which started on Wednesday, in several areas in Lanao del Norte. At least five soldiers and one civilian were also killed, they said. MILF officials put the government's losses at 12 against two guerillas. Al Haj Murad, MILF vice chairman for military affairs, said the attack in Kauswagan town was meant to "divert" the military, who attacked MILF camps in the area. Military officials said some 2,000 additional soldiers had been sent to the area on Friday. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=29&art_id=5418873&uid=953307648584
Mon 3/20/00 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines, March 20 (Reuters) - Islamic rebels raided two high schools in the southern Philippines on Monday and took dozens of students and staff hostage. The guerrillas took 47 hostages, including a Roman Catholic priest, in a church-run school in Sumisip town on Basilan island and 10 more from another school in Tuburan on the same island before fleeing with their captives towards the forest. As they were rounding up the students and staff in the first school, the guerrillas exchanged gunfire with responding troopers but no one was wounded. "Twenty hostages were released later. Thirty-seven are still being held," Atendido said. The abductions follow nearly a week of clashes between government forces and guerrillas of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Lanao del Norte province, 130 km (80 miles) northwest of Basilan. The military said it had killed more than 100 MILF rebels while losing 12 soldiers in the battles. MILF vice chairman for internal affairs, Abdulaziz Mimbantas, laughed at the military report, saying guerrilla losses in the Lanao del Norte fighting were seven dead. "By Islamic standards, it's an honor to die in a war like this so we have no reason to hide our dead," Mimbantas said by telephone from an MILF base. The attack on first school was carried out by the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf group while suspected MILF guerrillas were involved in the second raid. The MILF, with an estimated 16,000 fighters, is the biggest insurgent group fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the country. The military estimates the Abu Sayyaf's strength at more than 1,000. Unlike the MILF which has opened peace talks with the government, the hard-line Abu Sayyaf has shunned negotiations. The raids on the schools could be an attempt to draw military attention away from the Lanao del Norte guerrillas, who the military said were on the run. "It is probable that these were diversionary tactics". Heavy fighting with the MILF broke out last week after the rebels occupied the town hall and portions of a national highway in Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte. The guerrillas pulled out after several hours, sparking a massive military pursuit during which government forces bombed the retreating rebels. The fighting occurred during a break in peace talks between Manila and the MILF aimed at ending a 28-year separatist revolt. President Joseph Estrada is to visit troops in Kauswagan, which the military said had been fully cleared of rebels, on Tuesday.   

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5427034&uid=953570193736
Mon 3/20/00 

Muslim extremist rebels attacked an army outpost and two high schools in the southern Philippine island of Basilan on Monday, wounding two soldiers and seizing at least 31 students, six teachers and a Catholic priest, the military said. A group of Abu Sayyaf rebels attacked an army detachment early on Monday near the town of Sumisip, triggering a 30-minute firefight in which two soldiers were wounded. Retreating rebels then barged into the nearby Catholic-run Claret high school, seizing parish priest Father Roel Gallardo and the school principal Reynaldo Rubio, five other teachers and 40 students, said Colonel Hilario Atendido, spokesman for the military's southern command. The group later released 20 students unharmed in several areas, he said. Later on the same day, another group of Abu Sayyaf rebels swooped down on Sinangcapan public high school in Tuburan town, taking 11 students hostage, military reports received here said. Some 100 troops, including elite army scout rangers and marines, have been dispatched to rescue the hostages. Naval blockades have also been set up around the island to prevent the group from slipping out.

http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/breakingnews/asiabreak.html#break10
Mon 3/20/00 

MANILA (March 20) XINHUA - The Philippine government said Monday that it has deployed 2,000 troops in the southern Lanao del Norte province to run after some 400 fleeing Moro separatists who suffered 116 casualties as heavy fighting entered its sixth day. Armed Forces spokesman Rafael Romero said the military sustained 10 casualties, including Dohn Alfonso Javier, a godson of Philippine President Joseph Estrada. Romero said government troopers were thrown in battle after 400 to 500 MILF guerrillas launched simultaneous assaults on six Army detachments in Kauswagan town in Lanao del Norte and occupied the town hall last Wednesday. Soldiers have retaken the Kauswagan town hall last Saturday, he said, adding that the MILF hastily withdrew when government forces, backed by planes and helicopters and armored vehicles, blazed their way in. Meanwhile, the government reiterated its commitment to pursue the peace process with the MILF despite isolated incidents of fighting between military troops and the Islamic rebels. Press Secretary Rodolfo Reyes said Monday that the negotiating panels of the government and the MILF have agreed to resume formal peace talks in Cotabato City on May 2. But Reyes also made it clear that the government is ready to assert its authority should the MILF or some of its members engage in terrorist activities. The MILF has been fighting for an independent state in Mindanao during the past two decades. The government estimates that there are about 15,000 MILF fighters in Mindanao island.  http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5427131&uid=953569929356
Tue 3/21/00 

MANILA (March 21) XINHUA - Some 400 rebels of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) were killed during the six-day fighting with government forces in the southern Philippines, a military report said Tuesday. Military intelligence agents based its estimation on body count and their interviews from civilians on the extent of MILF casualties during the gunbattle with government troops in both North Lanao and South Lanao provinces. As of Tuesday, there is a lull of heavy fighting in Kauswagan, South Lanao as government forces chased down Muslim separatists who retreated in disarray, leaving behind 400 rebels killed, their biggest single casualty in battle. The military lost 13 troopers and another 24 soldiers were wounded during the firefight which started last Thursday. The Kauswagan battle was the biggest debacle suffered by the MILF in terms of casualties, according to military sources. Last month, the military captured Camp Omar, the second largest MILF camp in Central Mindanao, killing close to 90 MILF rebels.   

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5430757&uid=953652744472
Tue 3/21/00 

KAUSWAGAN, Philippines, March 21 (Reuters) - President Joseph Estrada flew into a war zone in the southern Philippines on Tuesday and warned Moslem guerrillas he would not rest until they were vanquished, as army cannons pounding rebel lairs thundered in the distance. Estrada visited battle-scarred Kauswagan town, scene of bloody fighting last week between government forces and Islamic rebels, a day after the guerrillas abducted dozens of school children and teachers elsewhere in the troubled Mindanao region. "I am warning them...I will not ease up. We will not rest, my soldiers will not rest, until they are defeated," Estrada told hundreds of soldiers and residents in Kauswagan, whose town hall and main road were occupied by rebels for much of Friday. "The attack on Kauswagan was a direct challenge to our government," Estrada said. "We will not let them spread fear and terror among our people." The MILF is the biggest insurgent group fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the largely Christian country.  The MILF is estimated by the military to have 16,000 fighters and the Abu Sayyaf about 1,000. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5430208&uid=953653319649
Tue 3/21/00 

President Joseph Estrada flew into a war zone in the southern islands on Tuesday and warned Muslim guerillas he would not rest until they were vanquished, as army cannons pounding rebel lairs thundered in the distance.Mr Estrada visited battle-scarred Kauswagan town, scene of bloody fighting last week between government forces and Islamic rebels, a day after the guerillas abducted dozens of school children and teachers elsewhere in the troubled Mindanao region.''I am warning them . . . I will not ease up. We will not rest, my soldiers will not rest, until they are defeated,'' Mr Estrada told hundreds of soldiers and residents in Kauswagan, whose town hall and main road were occupied by rebels for much of Friday.As he spoke at a school, army guns boomed a dozen times in the distance, blasting suspected rebel positions. Grim-looking presidential guards, armed with assault rifles, formed a human wall around the president to protect him from snipers as he stepped off an army helicopter to pin medals on soldiers. ''The attack on Kauswagan was a direct challenge to our government,'' Mr Estrada said. ''We will not let them spread fear and terror among our people. ''The military said it had killed more than 100 rebels of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in the week-long fighting in and around Kauswagan in Lanao del Norte province, 790 kilometers south of Manila. The MILF, the biggest insurgent group fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the largely Christian country, said it lost only seven dead. Further south, on Basilan island, other groups of Islamic rebels holding at least 37 people hostage warned the military against launching rescue operations, hinting they might kill their captives. Communist guerillas fired at four army officers traveling in a jeep to a public market in a northern province of the The Philippines, reports said on Tuesday. The attack, on Monday, killed three of the officers and wounded a fourth in Rizal town, in Cagayan province, about 400 kilometers south of Manila. The rebels have escalated their attacks on government and military targets since calling off peace talks with the government last May. www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000321155031759.asp
Wed 3/22/00 

MANILA (March 22) XINHUA - Philippine President Joseph Estrada reiterated Wednesday his warning to secessionist and leftist rebels that his administration is ready to wage an all-out war against them to protect the people from their terroristic rampages. In a series of radio interviews, the president maintained that while his administration will pursue peace talks with groups fighting the government, it will not let the rebels exploit the peace process to violate the law and cause suffering to citizens. "We will adopt a tougher stance against them. If they cannot fulfill their part of the deal, we're ready for an all-out war. That's my instruction, run them down if they continue their terrorist acts," the president said. "This is for real. Past administrations have given them enough leeway, yet they abused this privilege. It's time to take off the kid gloves and give them what they deserve," he added. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5435936&uid=953737482379
Wed 3/22/00 

KAUSWAGAN, Lanao del Norte--''We will not spare any one of them (rebels),'' President Estrada yesterday told a cheering crowd of residents of this town who were besieged by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) on Friday. The President who was visiting here yesterday, said he ordered Gen. Angelo Reyes, the Armed Forces chief of staff, ''to go all out'' against the rebels who terrorized the town. The MILF shot back by threatening to attack Iligan City and other towns in Lanao del Norte if military offensives continued. In a news briefing after his speech, Mr. Estrada said the ongoing peace talks between the government and the MILF would continue. ''We are seeking peace but we will not allow our enemies to take advantage of this,'' he said. ''They should not make the mistake of repeating this because I have ordered the Armed Forces to go all out against these terrorists.'' He added: ''We're ready. We can't allow them (MILF) to continue oppressing and abusing the people.'' According to the Armed Forces, the number of MILF rebels killed since Friday in Lanao del Norte had risen to 400 as four bombers from the Philippine Air Force had been conducting bombing runs. Camp Aguinaldo authorities said the figure was based on the body count and interviews with civilians. It was the biggest death toll suffered by the MILF in a sustained conventional warfare against government forces. On the government side, at least 13 soldiers were killed and 24 others were wounded, the AFP reported. Government forces retook the town hall on Saturday, freeing at least 300 people who were held for five hours by the guerrillas. The MILF suffered heavily from the air strikes, according to the AFP. Armed Forces spokesman Col. Rafael Romero said pursuing troops found a number of the bodies of the slain rebels. Of the 13 dead on the government side, four were members of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu). Four OV-10 light bomber planes of the Air Force, including one piloted by 2nd Lt. Maria Rita Reducta, conducted bombing runs against the MILF position. They were joined by two 520-MG helicopter gunships which unleashed air-to-ground rockets at the well-entrenched Moro fighters. Reducta, a graduate of the PAF Flying School in Lipa City in 1997, was among those who received a medal from the President yesterday for gallantry in action. Two MILF strongholds in Kauswagan--Camp Bilal and Camp Jack Mack--were also overrun by soldiers after heavy fighting on Sunday. Maj. Gen. Diomedeo Villanueva, commander of the Southern Command (Southcom) based in Zamboanga City, said the situation in Lanao del Norte ''is manageable.'' He said there was no need to increase the number of government soldiers in Mindanao since 40 percent of the entire combat force of the AFP have been deployed there. ''Our troops are encountering only sporadic gunfire at the moment,'' said Capt. Ferdinand Bajarin of the AFP Public Information Office. 

Occupying Iligan - In Cotabato City, MILF military chief Al Haj Murad warned they would attack Iligan City and other towns in Lanao del Norte if military offensives against the MILF continued. ''It depends on the pressure, if the military will continue to attack us,'' Murad told the Church-run Radio dxMS in Cotabato City. ''I think we have the capability to occupy Iligan City,'' he said. ''But as much as possible, we don't want this to happen.'' MILF chair Salamat Hashim called on the government to convene the peace panels immediately to avoid further skirmishes. ''The MILF did not start all these problems,'' Salamat told the INQUIRER in a telephone interview. 'The military initiated the skirmishes to justify its presence in Mindanao.'' The MILF maintained that the Lanao del Norte battles started with an Army offensive on Camp Bilal, one of the 46 MILF camps identified by the government peace panel as MILF-held areas. ''If we are pushed against the wall, we have no other recourse but to fight back,'' Murad said. The chair of the government peace panel, retired Gen. Edgardo Batenga, said the MILF should refrain from attacking civilian communities and town centers. ''Remove your forces in areas where they are not supposed to be,'' Batenga told MILF chief negotiator Aleem Abdulaziz Mimbantas in a telephone conversation. ''Otherwise, the military will definitely run after them,'' Batenga said. The third round of peace negotiations between the government and the MILF is scheduled for May 2. 

Military control - Mr. Estrada flew into Kauswagan on the north coast of Mindanao on board a helicopter, to be greeted by about 1,000 placard-bearing residents. The protesters urged the President to put the town under ''full military control'' and called for the sacking of certain local officials who they said had failed to protect them from the rebel attack. ''No Ceasefire, No Peace Talks, We Need Marines,'' read one placard. During the town hall meeting, residents lustily booed the provincial governor, Imelda Dimaporo, and Mayor Maruhom. The President announced that Mayor Maruhom was going on leave for 15 days after the furious residents booed when he mentioned the mayor's name in his speech. ''If the people don't trust the mayor, it's only right that we conduct investigations,'' the President said. The residents had accused Maruhom and the town's recently relieved police chief, Supt. Adar Ibrahim, of conniving with the MILF, saying the rebels took over the town hall without firing a single shot. They said the two officials and Governor Dimaporo boarded a barge to bring them to safety at the height of the MILF siege. Maruhom denied the charges, saying the allegations were ''politically motivated'' and initiated by Vice Mayor Pedro Milan and some councilors. ''This is not a fight between Muslims and Christians,'' Dimaporo, herself a Muslim, told reporters later. ''We are on the side of the military,'' she said. ''The fight is between the MILF and the Filipinos.'' 

Medals for heroes - After his Kauswagan visit, President Estrada gave Iligan City Mayor Franklin Quijano P2 million for medicine, 2,000 sacks of rice and boxes of canned goods for the thousands of displaced people housed in the numerous evacuation centers in that city. He also visited the Iligan National High School, which has been converted into one of the biggest evacuation centers for people displaced by the fighting. According to the Department of Social Welfare and Development, there are 18 other evacuation centers spread all over Lanao del Norte. The President pinned medals on 14 soldiers, including a former Muslim rebel who has joined the military, and two helicopter gunship pilots. Later, he visited a church inside an Army camp in Iligan City where he met the widows and relatives of six soldiers killed in the fighting. Near flag-draped coffins, he handed medals and checks for P50,000 to each soldier's family. One of those slain was his godson, Marine 1st Lt. Alfonso Javier, whose mother also died of a heart attack after learning of the soldier's death. Mr. Estrada then visited a hospital where he presented medals to 24 wounded soldiers and gave each a check for P20,000.  

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/mar2000/mar22/news/news_main.htm
Wed 3/22/00

Manila (March 22) XINHUA - Philippine Armed Forces Chief of Staff Angelo Reyes ignored Wednesday the ultimatum made by the extremist (group) Abu Sayyaf to kill some 40 hostages and warned the kidnappers not to harm the victims. He also ordered the military to pursue the manhunt for the Muslim terrorist group. A 60-man Abu Sayyaf (unit) kidnapped at gunpoint 71 people on Monday in the southern Basilan province. As of Wednesday, about 30 were released by the extremist group. However, more than 40 people, most of them students, are still held hostage by the Abu Sayyaf group, Reyes said. The Abu Sayyaf has demanded 200 sacks of rice from the government. They also asked to send doctors to tend to their wounded members. They have threatened to kill the hostages one after the other if their demands are not met. Reyes expressed the hope the Abu Sayyaf will not kill the hostages" because if they do it, that would reveal the real character of these people as terrorists."  

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=26411&art_id=5436259&uid=953737889324
Wed 3/22/00

Zamboanga City, March 22, 2000 - A group of heavily armed rebels belonging to the Muslim fundamentalist group Abu Sayyaf threatened yesterday to kill their hostages if the government forces continue to launch rescue operations. The rebels, however, offered to free some of the children held captive in exchange for food and medicine. Undeterred by the group's warnings, Armed Forces chief Gen. Angelo Reyes said the troops would pursue their operations against the Abu Sayyaf. But he asked the rebels not to harm their captives, pointing out that the hostages were civilians who had nothing to do with the conflict. "If they bring the food to us, we will free some of the hostages. They can take some of the children," Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Ahmad Alajudin said in a radio interview in Zamboanga City. He confirmed that they were still holding 43 civilians, consisting of 27 elementary and high school students, a Catholic priest and 15 teachers of the Claret school in Barangay Sampinit in Isabela, Basilan. 

The hostages were seized after the rebels tried to attack last Monday an Army outpost in the village of Tumahubong in Sumisip town in Basilan. "We will not harm the hostages, but if the military launches an operation to rescue the victims, it is up to them. The blood will be on their hands," Admad warned. He also said one of the captives was pregnant and had a miscarriage. "We need a doctor and a female Red Cross worker to cure the sick and the injured," he added. Ahmad said they would negotiate only with members of the Claretian order and a local politician, Candu Muarip. Maj. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva, chief of the Armed Forces' Southern Command (Southcom), said he has ordered his men to ensure the safety of the hostages. 

Heavily armed Abu Sayyaf fundamentalist guerrillas stormed the Army outpost early Monday morning, triggering a 30-minute firefight that left two soldiers wounded. But the troops' gallant defense, forced the rebels to withdraw toward the Claret High School where they seized Fr. Roel Gallardo, school principal Reynaldo Rubio, five other teachers and a large group of students. Later that day, another group of Abu Sayyaf rebels swooped down on Sinangcapan High School in Tuburan town where they abducted 11 teachers.

Southcom spokesman Col. Hilario Atendido said the guerrillas holding the teachers and students were led by Insilon Hapilon and Kadafi Janjalani, brother of slain Abu Sayyaf leader Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani. Villanueva raised the possibility that the MILF and the Abu Sayyaf were acting in concert to draw attention away from MILF units under siege by the military. Addressing soldiers in Kauswagan town in Lanao del Norte yesterday, the President said there would be no letup in the government's anti-insurgency drive. "I am warning them, I will not ease up. We will not rest... my soldiers will not rest until they (rebels) are defeated," Mr. Estrada said before hundreds of soldiers and townsfolk in Kauswagan which was occupied last week by some 400 MILF guerrillas. As the Chief Executive spoke, Army artillery could be heard from a distance as fighting between the troops and the MILF rebels raged. "The attack on Kauswagan was a direct challenge to our government. We will not let them spread fear and terror among our people," Mr. Estrada stressed. 

The Abu Sayyaf was blamed for last month's simultaneous bomb attacks on two police stations and a restaurant in Basilan, killing one person and wounding 17 others.  

http://www.newsflash.org/hlframe.htm
Fri 3/24/00 

SUMISIP, Philippines, March 24 (Reuters) - A Philippine rebel group holding about 50 hostages, mostly children, said it wants Catholics to leave a remote southern island to allow the setting up of an Islamic state. Reporters who went to Basilan on Thursday and trekked to the mountain-side camp of the Abu Sayyaf militia after slipping past military patrols saw the hostages huddled in wooden shacks on a clearing. The hostages have not been harmed, but the mood in the camp became tense after armed men conducted a tit-for-tat kidnapping of the wife, child and other relatives of Abu Sayyaf chairman Khadaffi Janjalani. Police in Basilan confirmed radio reports of the new kidnapping and said there was no news on the victims' whereabouts. "We will be forced to kill some of the hostages if the relatives of Janjalani are not released," one of the rebels said by telephone from the Abu Sayyaf camp on Friday. The rebels, armed with grenade launchers and automatic carbines, kidnapped the children, a priest and some teachers from two Catholic schools on Basilan on Monday. They have demanded negotiations with a representative from the Vatican, and said their aim was to ensure all Catholics leave Basilan. The Philippines is a Catholic nation, but about five percent of its 75 million people are Moslem. Most of the Moslems live in the southern Mindanao region and two major rebel groups, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the Abu Sayyaf, are fighting for independence. The MILF is in peace talks with the government, but the Abu Sayyaf, a more hard-line group, has refused to attend any negotiations. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=26411&art_id=5444975&uid=953912370686
Fri 3/24/00

MANILA (March 24) XINHUA - The Philippine government and the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) have agreed on a ceasefire effective at 6:00 p.m. on March 28, 2000, the official Philippine News Agency (PNA) said Friday. The PNA said the agreement was reached Wednesday following the two-day informal talks between the government and MILF peace negotiators in Cagayan de Oro City in the southern Philippines. According to the agreement, the two sides will cease hostilities in the provinces of Cotabato, Maguindanao and Sultan Kudarat effective March 28, 2000. Ed Kabalu, the MILF chairman on the Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH), said the CCCH will earnestly oversee the effective implementation of the ceasefire. Kabalu said the MILF has reaffirmed its commitment to pursuing peace through a negotiated political settlement. Retired General Edgardo Batenga, the government's chief negotiator,also called on the military and the MILF to silence their guns and resolve the problem in the negotiating table instead. Government soldiers killed at least nine more Muslim rebels on Thursday as sporadic clashes continued in the southern Philippines following major battles last week. The MILF has been fighting for an independent state in Mindanao island for the last two decades. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5444636&uid=953910631525  

VIC Analytical Note: The cease fire does not cover the province where the most recent battles occurred, namely Lanao del Norte.  This cease fire agreement will allow the MILF to regroup to the south of Lanao del Norte and Lanoa del Sur provinces into central Mindanao, lick its wounds, and prepare for its next offensive.

Mon 3/27/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY (DPA) -- Talks to free 33 people held hostage by Muslim extremists in the southern Philippines were placed in peril Monday after the government's chief negotiator resigned due to a row with local officials. Rep. Abdulgani Salapuddin said other politicians have been meddling in his efforts to secure the release of a priest, several students, and teachers being held captive by the Abu Sayyaf group in Basilan province, 915 kilometers south of Manila. Alan Cajucom, the provincial chief of the Philippine National Red Cross, also quit as a coordinator between the government and the rebels, complaining of interference from local politicians. Cajucom led the first Red Cross team that delivered rice, medicines, and food supplies to the Abu Sayyaf, securing the release of an eight-month pregnant teacher and two boys. Eighteen more hostages were released to Salapuddin on Saturday. Abu Ahmad Alahuddin, a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf group, said the guerrillas would now only negotiate with a representative from the Vatican and local action movie star Robin Padilla, an ex-convict who has converted to Islam while in jail. The guerrillas seized the hostages from two schools in Basilan on March 20 while withdrawing from a nearby army detachment, which they attacked. The crisis escalated when an armed group seized 10 relatives of Abu Sayaf leader Khadafy Janjalani, including his wife, one-year-old daughter, and mother, to pressure him to release their hostages. Abdul Midjal, a bodyguard of Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar, has claimed responsibility for the retaliatory kidnapping. Alahuddin warned the government would not gain any "bargaining power" with the abduction of Janjalani's relatives. 

 http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-03/MN032805.asp
Mon 3/27/00

In Baloi, Lanao del Norte, at least three MILF guerrillas were killed and an undetermined number, including a soldier, were wounded after government troops stormed a rebel safehouse last Thursday. The military said sporadic clashes are going on as Army scout rangers continued mopping-up operations in several areas in Lanao del Norte. On the same day, two MILF fighters were also killed after the Army bombarded with 105mm howitzers and mortars a rebel lair in Barangay Lamak in Tagoloan town. Later, the MILF camp was overrun by troops from the 30th Infantry Division and that they discovered 40 foxholes. 

In Central Mindanao, MILF documents seized by the Army showed the rebels have already collected millions of pesos through extortion from different bus companies and local government officials.

In Maguindanao, thousands of Marines from Sulu are expected to arrive at Polloc Point at 7 a.m. today as part of a final offensive to capture MILF lairs, including Camp Abubakar. MILF leader Salamat Hashim lives in Camp Abubakar, an MILF-held territory and fortress that contains a guerrilla training school. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 3/27/00

COTABATO CITY - Even before the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) could succeed in the creation of an independent Muslim state in the South, the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) has declared its chieftain, Nur Misuari, as the "President of the Bangsamoro Homeland" in a gathering in North Cotabato last week. Will this MNLF move pit Misuari in a collision course with his rival, MILF chieftain Ustadz Salamat Hashim, an Egypt-trained Islamic theologian? "Not likely," said a highly placed source, pointing out that the title was merely in recognition of Misuari's efforts to represent the Bangsamoro people vis-a-vis foreign governments, international organizations and the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), which helped broker the Sept. 2, 1996 peace accord between the government and the MNLF. The Bureau of Public Information of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), which Misuari heads as governor, said the title also bespeaks of Misuari's stature as a "great Bangsamoro leader," personifying the Bangsamoro people, or Southern Philippines' indigenous communities. The BPI-ARMM said the MNLF's Sebangan Kutawato State Revolutionary Committee conferred the title on Misuari during the recent celebration of the front's 32nd anniversary in Matalam, North Cotabato. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 3/30/00 

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - The Abu Sayyaf on Thursday demanded the immediate pull-out of military troops in Sumisip, Basilan. It did not promise, however, that it would release its 33 hostages upon this condition. Abu Sayyaf spokesperson Abu Sabaya insisted the presence of the military near the lair of the Abu Sayyaf hampers negotiations for the safe release of hostages including a priest, school principal, several teachers, students, and their mothers. Sabaya stressed the military operations should be deactivated while the negotiations are ongoing. He also demanded that movie star and ex-convict Robin Padilla be appointed to lead the group negotiating for the release of the rebels. Senator Rodolfo Biazon said Padilla, who converted to islam while in prison, lacks ample familiarity with the Mindanao situation. National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre had ordered a suspension of the military offensive against the Abu Sayyaf last Monday.

However, operations such as cordoning off the area where the rebels are believed to be hiding will continue. A week since their abduction, the fate of the 33 hostages still hangs in the balance.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-mar2000.nsf/national/20000331038
Fri 3/31/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) chairman for information Mohaguer Iqbal confirmed tension is building anew in Maguindanao. Iqbal said the MILF finds military troop movement in the province alarming, despite assurances from government peace panel head Gen. Edgardo Batenga that these are only routinary. Iqbal is suspicious over the Marine troops' replacing the Army soldiers in the area. Iqbal, in an interview with the ABS-CBN News Channel, speculated the deployment of additional troops may be part of President Estrada's declaration of an all-out war against them. If so, Iqbal asserted the MILF can only respond with an all-out defensive war. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-mar2000.nsf/provincial/20000401012
Fri 3/31/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY -- The kidnappers of Abu Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Janjalani's family want to swap hostages with the rebel group. Vigilante leader Abdul Midjal said in a radio interview that he was willing to free Janjalani's wife and kin in exchange for the terrorist group's 33 remaining hostages in Basilan. However, the Abu Sayyaf, which is now known as Al Harakatul Islamia, did not respond to Midjal's offer, but insisted the group would negotiate with the government only if President Estrada named action star Robin Padilla to the negotiating panel. The Abu Sayyaf threatened to kill male hostages, including a Catholic priest if Padilla, a Muslim, and a representative from the Vatican are not allowed to take part in negotiations. On the other hand, Midjal's vigilantes said they will also kill Janjalani's family in case the Abu Sayyaf harms any of the 33 hostages. Last week, the 33 hostages were taken by Abu Sayyaf guerrillas from two schools in Basilan province after a failed raid on a military detachment. In retaliation, the Civilian Volunteers led by Midjal kidnapped Janjalani's wife, child and mother, and seven other relatives because one of the Abu Sayyaf's hostages is a daughter of Midjal. Midjal belongs to the Tausog tribe, while the Abu Sayyaf members mostly come from the Yakan tribe.  http://www.philstar.com/
APRIL 2000

Mon 4/3/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The vigilante group holding captive Abu Sayyaf leader Khadafi Janjalani's immediate family is threatening to kill them if his rebel group fails to release their own 33 hostages within 15 days. Commander Abdul Midjal, leader of the vigilante group, set the deadline. Midjal said he will personally line up the 10 captive kin of Janjalani and order them executed by firing squad. The captives include Janjalani's mother, wife, and one-year-old son. Janjalani's wife, Sherma, is reportedly nine months pregnant and about to give birth anytime this week. The vigilante leader added only the execution of Janjalani's family will put a stop to the rebel group's terroristic acts. Janjalani's family was kidnapped by the vigilante group last month, in apparent retaliation to the Abu Sayyaf's abduction of a Catholic priest, teachers, and school children from a schoolhouse in Sumisip, Basilan. The Abu Sayyaf has demanded that the military stop pursuit operations near the rebel lair in Basilan, in exchange for the 33 hostages' release. More than 50 people were kidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf last month. Twenty-one have been released in exchange for food and medicine. The government has finally allowed actor and Muslim convert Robin Padilla to mediate for the hostages' release, in accordance with the Muslim extremist group's demands. The Abu Sayyaf recently rejected the proposal to negotiate with Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) governor and Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) chairman Nur Misuari whom the group called a "traitor".

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000404009
Wed 4/5/00

DAVAO CITY - At least five Moro Islamic Liberation Front rebels and one government soldier were killed in renewed clashes last Sunday at Barangays Batangan and Matampay in Matungaw, Lanao del Norte. Brig. Gen. Roy Cimatu, commander of the Army's 4th infantry division, said the hostilities started when elements of the joint forces of the 67th infantry battalion and the Scout Rangers chanced upon more than 150 MILF rebels believed to be with the MILF's 303rd brigade led by a certain Abdullah Macapaar alias Commander Bravo. Bravo's team was reportedly the same group that laid siege to the municipal hall of Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte last March 17, resulting in the death of four civilians. Military intelligence bared that Bravo's group was set to attack the nearby town of Linamon and destroy power lines and facilities of the National Power Corp. along the way. Cimatu said the firefight started at around 2 p.m. Sunday and lasted for almost five hours. Four other government soldiers were also slightly wounded during the encounter. Cimatu said the military would continue to run after Bravo's group. Despite the fresh clashes, peace negotiations with the MILF would proceed, according to Ambassador Manuel Yan of the government's negotiating panel. Yan said that peace talks with the MILF would proceed on May 2 as scheduled despite the breakout of fresh hostilities. http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 4/5/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY -- Armed vigilantes gave the Abu Sayyaf yesterday 12 days or until April 15 to release 33 hostages, threatening to execute by firing squad the relatives of the extremist group's leader whom they had snatched in a bizarre tit-for-tat move. The Abu Sayyaf kidnapped 53 teachers, students and a Catholic priest after a failed attack on an Army post in Basilan last March 20. They released 20 hostages in exchange for food and medicine, but warned they would kill the rest if the military launched an offensive. The Civilian Volunteers Organization (CVO), led by former rebel Abdul Mijal, retaliated by snatching 11 relatives of Abu Sayyaf leader Khadafy Janjalani, including his wife Karima and one-year-old daughter Jasmin. Mijal said he relayed the ultimatum for Janjalani last April 1 to safely release the 33 hostages by the 15th, or his relatives would be lined up and shot. The Abu Sayyaf's 33 hostages reportedly include two of Mijal's relatives. Mijal is a bodyguard of Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar, but Akbar has denied any role in the abduction of Janjalani's relatives. Negotiations to free the hostages have been hampered by interference of local officials. The rebels also said they would now only negotiate with a representative from the Vatican or with local movie action star Robin Padilla, who has converted to Islam. Mijal demanded the Abu Sayyaf release the hostages unharmed before any of Janjalani's kin. The militia leader pointed out that if they had not abducted Janjalani's kin, the Abu Sayyaf would have demanded P5 million in exchange for the release of the hostages. The Abu Sayyaf earlier said they would not agree to a hostage swap, and threatened to behead Fr. Roel Gallardo and other male hostages if the military launched a rescue operation. The rebels said they would spare the child captives but would train them to become guerrillas and turn the female teachers into camp servants. http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 4/6/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY (ABS-CBN) - The spotlight is now on extremist group Abu Sayyaf after the pregnant wife and one-year-old daughter of their leader Khadafi Janjalani were freed late Thursday by a vigilante group. The move raised hopes of a pronto release of the remaining 33 hostages under the Muslim extremists and averted their initial plot of terrorizing Basilan's capital town. Earlier, Abu Sayyaf spokesperson Abu Ahmad said they would soon release an undetermined number of hostages. This transpired after they met with a group of "concerned citizens,'' who announced that the vigilantes offered to free two of Janjalani's loved ones. Ahmad later told reporters in a radio interview, that Janjalani's father-in-law, Ustadz Husain Manatad, confirmed the release. Basilan vice governor Abdulasis Balamo corroborated the report. But Ahmad did not say whether they will set free, in turn, several of its captives as part of the hostage swap deal. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-APR2000.NSF/Provincial/20000407008
Thu 4/6/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Eight Muslim guerrillas and four soldiers were slain in two separate clashes in Lanao del Norte, a military spokesman said yesterday. This developed as Mindanao governors and mayors asked President Estrada to extend by one year the June deadline he has imposed for the government and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) panels to forge a political settlement. 

Two Marines were killed when ambushed by separatist MILF rebels in Kauswagan town last Monday, Col. Hilario Aten-dido said. Last Tuesday, about 70 MILF guerrillas and a group of Army soldiers clashed in Balo-i town, leaving eight rebels and two soldiers dead, he added. Atendido said 17 MILF members and 11 soldiers were wounded in the clash. The clashes were the latest in a series of skirmishes between the military and the MILF in the area that began last month, during which the MILF briefly occupied the Kauswagan town hall. Despite the clashes, the MILF and the government have said they will proceed with the peace talks next month. The MILF, with its 15,000 fighters, is the largest remaining Muslim rebel group fighting for the establishment of an independent Islamic state in Mindanao. http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 4/7/00 

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The Abu Sayyaf freed on Friday morning two of its child hostages in Basilan, after a vigilante group released the pregnant wife and one-year-old daughter of Muslim rebel leader Khadafi Janjalani. In an interview with local radio station DXRZ, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya said the child captives were released to representatives of the Christian Children's Fund (CCF) - a non-governmental organization based in Isabela town. Sabaya said the release came after Janjalani's father-in-law, Ustadz Hussin Manatad, confirmed Janjalani's wife and daughter were freed by Abdul Midjal, leader of the Christian vigilante group opposed to the Abu Sayaff. A few weeks ago, Janjalani's family was kidnapped to pressure the Muslim extremist group to release its 33 hostages in Basilan. The vigilantes threatened to kill Janjalani's family if the Abu Sayyaf failed to release all their hostages by April 15. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000408010
Sun 4/9/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) claims it will quash within 15 days the remaining forces of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MIL) still fighting government troops in Lanao del Norte. Brigadier General Roy Cimatu, commander of the Army's 4th Infantry Division, set the "self-imposed deadline" and vowed to step up anti-MILF offensives particularly on the rebel stronghold of Camp Belal in Munai, Iligan City. Cimatu added that at least two AFP brigades are conducting pursuit operations against the Muslim secessionist rebels. MILF rebels have been holding camp in Barangay Pacalundo for three weeks now and have refused to leave until local officials hand over P1 million to them. Earlier, military officials denied gearing up for an all-out war against Muslim secessionists, even as President Estrada had earlier declared so.

The Army gave the assurance last Friday amid the deployment of two more Marine battalions in the region and the reported revamp in their brigades. The deployment of Marines has become more frequent in critical areas due to unpredictable encounters with the MILF. The latest showdown between the MILF and government troops occurred early last month when the rebels allegedly harassed an Army detachment in Sitio Kampo in Malapag. Renewed clashes in North Cotabato and Maguindanao provinces started in February, claiming more than 85 lives.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000410010
Mon 4/10/00

GOVERNMENT troops overran yesterday nine of 40 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) satellite camps in Lanao del Norte, the Armed Forces claimed. Military officials vowed to step up attacks until rebels are driven to the hinterlands, even as negotiators for both sides prepared for today’s Cagayan de Oro meeting. The military spokesman said said 28 MILF guerrillas and five soldiers have died since clashes erupted in Minai Saturday. Eighteen other people were injured, he added. Tensions in Southern Philippines heightened as a two-hour blackout struck the whole island of Mindanao, including urban centers Cagayan de Oro and Bukidnon. National Power Corporation (Napocor) officials said fighting in Pacalundo, Baloi town caused the power outage when both rebel and military fire hit several tower lines and conductors.  

In related developments, former Basilan governor Rep. Gerry Salapuddin (LAMP) returned to oversee the Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis as rebels threatened to behead male captives if actor Robin “Abdul Azziz” Padilla is not appointed chief negotiator. The congressman pledged to bring the action star to the rebels’ lair before the Thursday deadline as he appealed for cooperation of local officials. But Armed Forces took a hard-line stance, saying it would not kowtow to Abu Sayyaf demands. And Malacañang said it was leaving everything to the provincial crisis committee as Manila intervention could aggravate the situation. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/apr/11/top_stories/20000411top2.html
Tue 4/11/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - At least six Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels were killed and two others wounded as clashes continued Tuesday in Mindanao, the military said. In a radio interview, Maj. Johnny Macanas, spokesperson for the Army's 4th Infantry Division, said the clashes, which erupted last month, have killed at least 278 MILF guerrillas and 18 government soldiers and police. Macanas meanwhile, said the rebels have been blamed for the power outage Monday on the entire southern island of Mindanao. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000412014
Wed 4/12/00 

At least 41 Muslim secessionist rebels were killed when government soldiers swooped down on a remote rebel camp in the southern Philippines, an army spokesman said Wednesday. Maj. Johnny Macanas said soldiers, backed by attack planes and choppers, shelled shortly before dawn Wednesday one of the main headquarters of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Munai 

town in Lanao del Norte, about 785 kilometers (487 miles) south of Manila.

http://home.kyodo.co.jp/cgi-bin/m_conciseStory#19991215833
Wed 4/12/00 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Five members of the extremist group Abu Sayyaf were captured by elements of the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) and the Philippine National Police (PNP) in Region 12 Tuesday in Lake Sebu, South Cotabato. The group, which operates in the Southern Mindanao provinces of South Cotabato, Sarangani and this city, is allegedly responsible for the kidnapping of 16 people in Trankeni Natural Resort, Lake Sebu in 1996. The rebels are led by Madhatta Haipe alias Amir. His group is also wanted for the bombing of the Kimball Plaza in General Santos in the same year. Authorities are now continuing hot pursuit operations against other memebers of the terrorist group. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000413015
Wed 4/12/00

93 killed

Seventy Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels were killed while 23 soldiers died as a result of several days of heavy fighting between the MILF and government troops in Lanao del Norte, the Armed Forces said yesterday. Sixty-seven soldiers were wounded in fighting in the towns of Baloi, Munai, Tambo, Matungao, and Tangkal, according to the latest field reports dispatched by the Operation Center of the AFP's Southern Command (Southcom) under Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva. Gen. Angelo T. Reyes, AFP chief of staff, said government troops will pursue MILF rebels until they decide to disengage the government troops in combat. The MILF earlier had set up camps in Balei, Munai, and Kauswagan where they raised their flag. In Kauswagan , composite forces of Marines and Army troops dislodged the rebels after heavy fighting and casualties to the MILF. In Iligan City, Mayor Franklin Quijano said the city has now some 7,000 evacuees, mostly Muslim families who fled their homes because of the fighting. Quijano said the city government is running out of funds to support the daily needs of the evacuees who are also being attended by the non-governmental organizations. 

Enrile & Erap warnings

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile called on President Estrada yesterday to declare an all-out offensive operation against the Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf group should it push through with its threat to behead its 31 hostages. Enrile, a former defense minister, said the government has shown sincerity in listening to the concerns of the Abu Sayyaf group when it granted the group's demand to field movie actor Robin Padilla as its "messenger of peace." 

President Estrada, placing the welfare of the Basilan hostages above everything else, warned Islamic rebels yesterday that the military with its full force will go after them should anyone of the remaining hostages, most of whom are schoolchildren, be harmed or beheaded even as he expressed confidence on the imminent safe release of the Aby Sayyaf captives soon. "If they harm them or behead them, we will not give them any mercy," the President sternly warned the Abu Sayyyaf fundamentalist group holding the 31 schoolchildren and a Catholic priest captives since March 20. 

Seventy-one captives were originally abducted by the Islamic guerrilas from two Basilan schools last month. The rebels have already released more than half of the original number of hostages they took last March, but are keeping 31 schoolchildren and a Catholic priest whom they threatened to behead should Padilla fail to be named as a member of the government panel negotiating for the safe release of the hostages. Abu Sayyaf and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) are the two main groups demanding for Islamic independence in their respective areas in Southern Philippines. Reports reaching Malacanang had indicated that Padilla, escorted by local Muslim religious leaders, had arrived in Basilan and was on his way to the meeting place set-up by the Abu Sayyaf.   

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN041303.asp
Thu 4/13/00

More than 100,000 people have fled their homes to escape fighting between government forces and Islamic separatists in the southern Philippines, Defence Secretary Orlando Mercado said on Thursday. Manila television network ABS-CBN News Channel said five town mayors were among those who had fled, along with their families, as a result of nearly a month of daily clashes in Lanao del Norte province on Mindanao island, 800 km (500 miles) south of Manila. "Relief operations are going full blast to help civilians displaced by fighting," the presidential palace said in a statement. Relief officials said the exodus began in mid-March after guerrillas of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) briefly occupied Kauswagan town hall and President Joseph Estrada ordered an all-out counter-offensive. Since the fighting started, the government has used bombers, rocket-firing helicopter gunships and artillery to blast suspected MILF positions. The MILF, which the military estimates has 15,000 fighters, is the bigger of two rebel groups fighting for an Islamic state in the south of this largely Roman Catholic country. Mercado said in a report to Estrada which was released to the media that, based on reports submitted by local relief agencies, there were 21,850 families, or a total of 102,627 people, displaced by the fighting. They were being housed in 26 evacuation centers, Mercado said. The center of recent fighting has been the outskirts of Monai town in Lanao del Norte where government forces have launched an offensive against Camp Bilal, a major MILF outpost. Despite reports from the military that soldiers have overrun several points on the camp's perimeter, MILF vice chairman for military affairs, Al Haj Murad, told Reuters the guerrillas were holding their ground. Both sides failed to agree to a cease-fire in talks on Tuesday. They are to meet again on Monday. The fighting flared during a break in negotiations between Manila and the MILF aimed at ending the separatist rebellion. More than 120,000 people have died in the 28-year insurgency. On Basilan island, further south of Lanao del Norte, talks were continuing on Thursday for the release of 31 hostages, most of them schoolchildren, who are being held by the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf group, which is also fighting for an Islamic state. Popular local movie actor Robin Padilla, a convert to Islam, has been negotiating with the Abu Sayyaf group since Wednesday for the release of the captives, who were adbucted on March 20 when the guerrillas raided two Basilan high schools. 

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5513699&uid=955645477394
Thu 4/13/00

COTABATO CITY--Two more Marine battalions in Central Mindanao are scheduled to be deployed next week close to Camp Abubakar in Maguindanao, the main base of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). The deployment of the two battalions will make Central Mindanao the most militarized region in the country. Maguindanao already hosts the 2nd Marine Brigade (composed of three Marine battalions), the Army's 6th Infantry Division, the 603rd Infantry Brigade, the headquarters of the Philippine National Police in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, para-military troops, special forces and the Air Force. The arrival of two Marine battalions will complete the movement of the 3rd Marine Brigade which will be based in Cotabato City. One of the battalions arrived last week and was deployed in Parang, Maguindanao, the adjacent town of Matanog where Camp Abubakar is located. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr14/news/news_5.htm
Fri 4/14/00

Officials in the Philippines say police have disarmed two homemade bombs planted in a crowded market in Jolo, capital of Sulu province. The police chief in Sulu province, Candido Casimiro, said the bombs were believed to have been planted by the Muslim militant group, Abu Sayyaf. The group is presently holding twenty-nine hostages, including a Roman Catholic priest and around fifteen children, who were seized last month. Police say they have intelligence reports confirming that the Abu Sayyaf would retaliate in the face of the continuing government offensive in the province. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_713000/713120.stm
Fri 4/14/00 

ZAMBOANGA, (ABS-CBN) - The Abu Sayyaf are now demanding for the release of Arab terrorists jailed in the United States, including Ramzi Yousef, the mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, who is in jail for conspiring to blow up New York sites, before they will free the remaining 29 hostages, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya said Friday. The demand was contained in a letter addressed to President Joseph Estrada presented by the rebels to movie actor Robin Padilla, who has been negotiating for the release of the hostages. Yousef, who allegedly planned to assasinate Pope John Paul II during his visit in the country, hid in Manila before fleeing to Pakistan where he was arrested in 1995. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000415025
Fri 4/14/00 

The extremist Muslim rebel group, Abu Sayyaf, released Friday two of their 31 hostages in the southern Philippines after receiving 100 sacks of rice delivered by the government, a senior official said. In a press statement, National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre confirmed the release of the two young girls held by the Muslim rebels in Basilan, Mindanao. According to Aguirre, one of two girls is 11 years old and the other nine. He said the release of the two hostages was due to the collective effort of a mediation team.  Fifty-three people, mostly teachers and students, were seized by the Abu Sayyaf group on March 20, after a brief encounter between the rebel group and the government forces. "With the sending of the mediation team, the Basilan Crisis Management Committee (CMC) had complied with the initial demands of the Abu Sayyaf as a show of our desire to resolve the problem through peaceful means," Aguirre said. As this developed, the Abu Sayyaf group has reportedly made known their demands in exchange for the release of all the remaining 29 hostages still in their hands. Among their demands are the delivery of 200 sacks of rice and release of their comrades held at the Basilan jail, media reports said.  According to Aguirre, the peaceful efforts of the Basilan CMC have resulted in the release of 26 hostages, including relatives of Abu Sayyaf head Khaddafy Janjalani. Janjalani's relatives were held captive by another Muslim group in retaliation for the Abu Sayyaf hostage-taking move last month. Altogether, there are still 39 hostages remaining in the hands of the two groups, Aguirre said.   

http://my.cnn.com/jbcl/cnews/Go?template=nmDet&hd=0&sname=World&sbc_id=9&art_id=5519054&uid=955758715225
Mon 4/17/00

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - The Muslim terrorist group Abu Sayyaf is now threatening to launch a killing spree of Americans in the Philippines, if its demand on the Philippine government to plead the release of jailed Arab terrorists in the United States is not met. Rebel officials said Monday they would kidnap or kill Americans in the country if the United States rejects their demand to free Arab terrorists Ramzi Yousef, Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, and Abu Haider. Yousef is the mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, while Abdel-Rahman is accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. Haider is presently detained in California. The release of the Arab terrorists is among several demands sought by the Abu Sayyaf rebels in exchange for their release of 29 remaining hostages in Camp Abdujarak in Sumisip town, Basilan. Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya said the group wants President Joseph Estrada to relay their demand to US President Bill Clinton or face dire consequences. "If the Americans reject our demands, we can promise that we'll kidnap or kill all the Americans here in the Philippines. That is what is going to happen." The US embassy has yet to comment on the Muslim terrorist group's threat. 

It is estimated that there are more than 100,000 Americans in the Philippines, most of them businessmen. The Philippine government has reportedly scoffed at the Abu Sayyaf's pressure tactics. President Estrada has declared his administration would not in any way compromise with the Muslim terrorists by putting the country in a more dangerous situation. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, meanwhile, has called the demands "illogical" and "impossible", explaining that releasing Arab terrorists being tried in the US is way beyond the government's capacity. The Abu Sayyaf, which split from the the Moro National Liberation Front in 1991, is believed to have 200 members. Its members are mostly younger Muslims, many of whom have studied or worked in the Gulf states, where they were exposed to radical Islamic ideology. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000418029
Tue 4/18/00

MANILA (Reuters) - The United States yesterday rejected demands by Philippine Muslim rebels to release three Islamic militants held in US jails and vowed to protect Americans whom the guerrillas had threatened to kidnap or kill. "The United States does not concede to threats or demands made by terrorists," the US Embassy in Manila said. "We have seen reports of this terrorist group's demands and take all threats against American citizens seriously." "American citizens are advised to avoid Basilan and to exercise caution. The US will continue to work to protect American citizens," the Embassy added. The threat to kidnap or kill Americans in the country was issued on Monday by the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf group which is holding hostage some 29 Filipinos, mostly school children, on Basilan island, 900 kms south of Manila. 

Abu Sayyaf is one of two groups fighting for an Islamic state in the south of this largely Roman Catholic country. The release of the US-held militants was one of five demands made by the Abu Sayyaf for freeing its 29 captives who were abducted last month from two high schools in Basilan. The guerrillas made the threat against Americans after President Estrada dismissed their demands and threatened to send in the army. There are around 100,000 Americans in the Philippines with an undetermined number of them living in the southern islands. It was not immediately known if any live on Basilan, a largely Muslim area. 

The guerrillas identified the three militants they wanted freed as Sheik Abdurahman Omar, Abou Haidi, and Youseff Ramsy believed to refer to Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, who is serving a life term plus 240 years after being convicted of masterminding the bombing of the World Trade Center in New York in 1993. The group has also demanded the release of two rebels held in local jails, a meeting with a representative from the Vatican, a ban on fishing by foreign boats in waters around Basilan, and a stop to the setting up of crosses in the area by Catholics. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN041903.asp
Tue 4/18/00 

''WE WILL execute two male hostages at 3 p.m. as a birthday gift to President Joseph Estrada.'' An Abu Sayyaf spokesperson announced this over radio yesterday, saying the two would be beheaded; while in Manila, the Armed Forces announced that it had already lined up several ''military options'' to rescue 30 hostages and was prepared to risk civilian casualties. Government negotiators have been instructed to tell the rebels that most of their ''impossible'' demands have been rejected, according to National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre. Also yesterday, the US Embassy advised Americans to stay away from Basilan, even as military, defense and US Embassy officials downplayed as an ''empty threat'' a recent Abu Sayyaf warning that the rebels would kill or kidnap Americans if certain demands were not met. The military is apparently biding its time until the Crisis Management Committee in Basilan exhausts all attempts to resolve the month-long hostage crisis peacefully. Aguirre said the committee had been instructed to reject several rebel demands, including the release of Ramzi Yousef, the Arab terrorist behind the World Trade Center bombing in New York in 1993, and two other Muslim extremists in US prisons. A rebel demand to ban foreign fishing vessels from Basilan, Tawi-Tawi and Sulu waters ''may be considered'' because the government also wants to stop poaching, Aguirre said. Manila has not asked Washington to release the three Muslim prisoners ''because certainly that is legally impossible,'' Aguirre said. According to Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, military forces are poised to move if necessary but are exercising caution. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr19/news/news_2.htm
Wed 4/19/00

The Abu Sayyaf said it beheaded yesterday afternoon in its camp in Mount Punoh Mahajid, Sumisip, Basilan, two male hostages. The beheading of the two male teachers was conducted at about 3:20 p.m. yesterday in Camp Abdurajak, Mount Punoh Mohajid, Sumisip, Basilan, according to Abu Asmad Salayuddi alias Sabaya, spokesman of the Abu Sayyaf. He declined to identify the two men but claimed they were former soldiers based on identification cards the Abu Sayyaf got from them. The Abu Sayyaf had 3 p.m. yesterday as the deadline for President Estrada to call and inform them whether their demands could be met or not. 

The demands of the Abu Sayyaf which President Estrada said were "impossible" include: the release of three international terrorists jailed in the United States; the release of the two comrades detained at Basilan Provincial Jail; removal of the big cross at Mount Ubit and Calvario peak in Basilan; a prohibition on the entry of foreign-owned purseiners in Mindanao fishing grounds; allowing Muslim students to practice their religion in schools; and the presence of a representative from the Vatican. "Hindi nila nagawa 'yong demands namin, kaya we have no choice. . . Bilang mga sundalo, may kasalanan din ang mga pinugutan," Salayudi said. 

He said the bodies of the two executed hostages will be buried at Camp Abdurajak and they will look for somebody to bring down from their mountain lair the heads of the teachers to be sent to the President. "Every negative reaction of President Estrada means another execution," Salayudi said. There are still five male hostages at Camp Abdurajak.  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN042002.asp
Thu 4/20/00

There has been a new twist to the hostage crisis in the southern Philippines where Muslim separatist rebels say they beheaded two of their captives on Wednesday. Another armed group has now announced it will retaliate against the militants, known as the Abu Sayyaf, to avenge the murders. They say they will kill two of the relatives of the Abu Sayyaf leader, who they abducted last month. The Philippine armed forces have been ordered to stand by while negotiations for the release of both sets of hostages continue. The abductions on both sides took place after guerrillas of the Abu Sayyaf failed to overrun an army outpost in the island province of Basilan last month. They covered their retreat by taking dozens of hostages, mainly schoolchildren and teachers. In response, another armed group led by a supporter of the provincial governor, abducted a number of relatives of the Abu Sayyaf leader, Khaddafy Janjalani. The rebels, who have also threatened to kill American nationals, also want the release of three Islamic militants held in the US, one of whom is Ramzi Youssef, convicted of masterminding the 1993 bombing of New York's World Trade Centre. On Wednesday they claim they carried out their threat to behead two of their 29 hostages because the government had not responded to their demands. A spokesman for the group said it had recorded the executions, in which the men - teachers who were former soldiers - were blindfolded and made to sit with their head bowed. Philippine Defence Secretary Orlando Mercado has accused the rebel group of playing games to attract international attention. He indicated in a television interview that he was not convinced the executions had taken place: "We believe only what the evidence will show" he said. The Presidential Press Secretary Ricardo Puno told the Reuters newsagency that he had independent confirmation of the executions but did not give details. The Abu Sayyaf's spokesman Abu Ahmad warned they would behead five more male hostages if the government continues to refuse to ask Washington for the release of Rami Yousef. President Joseph Estrada earlier dismissed the demand, saying Manila does not have authority over prisoners overseas. Senior military commanders held a meeting on Thursday to discuss their options. They say they are ready to launch an attack on the rebel hideout in the hills, but Defence Secretary Orlanda Mercado has urged them to take care because of the children held hostage. An army spokesman confirmed they had several military plans but could not disclose details. Negotiations for the release of all the hostages in both groups are continuing. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_720000/720523.stm
Thu 4/20/00

Top military officials Thursday were considering a response to a Muslim extremist group's claim that it has beheaded two hostages. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said that the military and police ``have been preparing'' a response to the group Abu Sayyaf, which has been holding 29 hostages for a month in the southern Philippines. The government has rejected the group's demands to facilitate the release of Ramzi Yousef, mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. 

The rejection of that and other demands -- including for the release of two Abu Sayyaf members being held in a Basilan jail -- prompted the group to behead two of its hostages, both male teachers who were former soldiers, on Wednesday, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Ahmad said in radio interviews. The killings drew widespread condemnation among residents of Basilan and the southern port city of Zamboanga. The U.S. State Department has included the Abu Sayyaf in a list of 28 foreign groups that threaten Americans at home or abroad. 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/i/AP-Philippines-Hostages.html
Fri 4/21/00

In the Philippines six members of a militant Muslim group and two government militiamen have been killed in a gun battle. Police say about a dozen members of the Abu Sayyaf group attacked an army and police patrol in the town of Talipao in the Sulu Islands, south of Zamboanga. Two government militiamen were also injured. Government soldiers were able to repulse a second attack by Abu Sayyaf reinforcements, according to police. Earlier this week the group - which is campaigning for a separate Islamic state - announced that it had beheaded two of a group of hostages it was holding. The government had rejected the group's demands to secure the release of three foreign Muslims being held in the United States - among them Ramzi Youssef, convicted of masterminding the 1993 bombing of New York's World Trade Centre. There is no independent confirmation that the executions were carried out. The Philippine Government has voiced doubts that the executions went ahead. Defence Secretary Orlando Mercado has accused the rebel group of playing games to attract international attention. Abu Sayyaf have threatened further executions if their demands are not met. In a twist to the hostage crisis, a group of vigilantes announced on Thursday that it would retaliate against the Abu Sayyaf group to avenge the executions. The group said it would kill some of their own hostages, relatives of the Abu Sayyaf leader Khaddafy Janjalani. An Abu Sayyaf unit on Basilan Island, just north of Sulu province, has been holding 27 hostages since 20 March. Dozens of vigilantes searched for the bodies of the two supposed beheading victims in the jungle near the Abu Sayyaf's hideout. Mr Mercado has said the government would not allow the vigilantes to take action on their own because "the problem will just worsen". 

The army is planning its own rescue operation to free the hostages, mostly children, teachers and a Catholic priest. the attack, he said. The provincial governor has set a deadline of 30 April for the hostages to be released. Abu Sayyaf has been blamed for a series of kidnappings and bomb attacks on Christian targets since the early 1990s. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_721000/721539.stm
Mon 4/24/00 

Philippine warplanes pounded a mountain stronghold of Islamic rebels with rockets Monday, the third day of a military offensive to free dozens of hostages held by the guerrillas for nearly seven weeks. Residents in towns nearby on Basilan island reported explosions as helicopter gunships rocketed positions near the camp where the hostages are held.Philippine Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf rebels were using their hostages -- including 22 children and a Catholic priest -- as ``human shields'' to thwart the military attack. The military said it ordered the rescue operation to prevent the killing of more hostages after the Abu Sayyaf said Wednesday that it had beheaded two of 29 captives -- both male teachers -- and threatened to decapitate more. They announced the executions after Manila rejected their demands, including the release of three Islamic militants held in the United States.

Southern military commander General Diomedio Villanueva said air force helicopters were striking only at the rebels' outer defense lines to avoid hitting the hostages. On nearby Jolo island, six soldiers and five civilians were wounded when suspected Abu Sayyaf rebels tossed grenades at a military outpost and a local bank in simultaneous attacks on Sunday night. The attackers escaped. The fighting in Basilan coincided with the kidnapping of around 20 people -- 12 of them foreigners -- Sunday night by a group of suspected Filipino gunmen in the nearby Malaysian resort island of Sipadan. Mercado said there was suspicion the gunmen were Abu Sayyaf members and that if this were true, the kidnapping might be ``a diversionary tactic'' to ease military pressure on the Basilan guerrillas.

http://www7.mercurycenter.com/world/worldwire/docs/458249l.htm
Mon 4/24/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Suspected Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) rebels have abducted 20 foreigners, half of whom are Malaysians in the island resort of Sipadan in Sabah, Malaysia on Sunday. Reports said they were later brought to the Philippines. Citing information furnished by Sabah police, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the abduction was allegedly perpetrated by five to six Filipinos believed to be members of the extremist group. The ASG is now under siege by military rescue operations in Basilan for the release of its 29 hostages. Reports reaching Malacañang said the kidnappers reportedly armed with rocket launchers and M16 rifles, were speaking Tausug, the most dominant dialect in Southern Mindanao. Mercado said the Sabah police report did not indicate what the nationalities are of the 10 other kidnap victims. Unconfirmed reports, however said among those abducted were American, French, Germans and South African tourists who were out on a vacation in Sipadan Island. The island is recognized as one of the diving 'meccas' in Southeast Asia. The abduction came amid a sustained military and police rescue operations for the remaining 29 hostages being held in the Abu Sayyaf lair in Sumisip, Basilan since Saturday. Mercado said he suspects a diversionary tactic is being instigated by the ASG. The Abu Sayyaf had earlier said it will kill its remaining five male hostages if the government does not cease the military offensive in Basilan. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000425006
Mon 4/24/00 

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Thirteen soldiers were injured when two bombs exploded simultaneously in Jolo on Easter night. The first explosion occurred at 6:45 p.m. near the detachment of the 4th Infantry Battalion in Barangay Alat, Jolo. One of the six soldiers wounded in the blast is reportedly in serious condition. The second explosion happened five minutes later at Sanchez St. near a Philippine National Police (PNP) detachment. Seven government troops were reportedly hurt. The bombings could have been perpetrated by the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf. Abu Sayyaf members are possible suspects because they are trying to divert the military's focus from Basilan to Jolo. The twin bombings are a diversionary tactic employed by the Abu Sayyaf in light of the military offensive launched against them last Black Saturday.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-apr2000.nsf/provincial/20000425005
Mon 4/24/00 

SEMPORNA, Malaysia - Rescue teams searching southeast Asian seas have zeroed on assailants who kidnapped 20 hostages at a Malaysian diving resort - an attack that Philippine rebels on Tuesday claimed they carried out. Muslim rebels in the Philippines who are seeking the release of militants jailed in the World Trade Center bombing case claimed responsibility Tuesday for the Malaysian kidnapping. Philippine officials quickly expressed skepticism over the statement. The Malaysian defense minister said Monday that an air-and-sea search team has determined where the hostages - half of whom were foreign tourists - are being held. http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/nw1.htm
Mon 4/24/00

Earlier Sunday, six armed men, suspected to be members of the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf reportedly abducted 20 foreigners in the island resort of Sipadan in Sabah, Malaysia. The captives also included four Malaysians from the Wildlife Department and five Malaysians and two Filipinos working at the Sipadan Island resort. Police officials said the hostage-takers were reportedly speaking Tausug, the most dominant dialect in Southern Mindanao. Malaysian inspector general of police Norian Mai said that the six men carrying AK-47 rifles and a rocket launcher, surprised their prey and forced them onto the boats after confiscating their cash and jewelry. 

Afterwards, the abductors sped off with their catch in two 30-foot fishing boats that appeared to be heading into Philippine waters.

The kidnap victims were identified as:

1. Sonia Wending, French, female 

2. Loisy Stephon, French, male

3. Marc Wallert, German, male

4. Werner Gunter Cort, German, male

5. Renate Juta, German, female

6. Carel Strydom, South African, male

7. Monique Strydom, South African, female

8. Marie Michei, Lebanese, female

9. Seppo Johan Franti, Finnish, female

10. Rista Mirco Jahanen, Finnish, male

The resort employees were identified as:

11. Kenfong Yinken, Malaysian, male

12. Kuayu Loong, Malaysian, male

13. Vincent Kwong, Malaysian, male

14. Laurecia Dablo, Filipino, female

15. Roland Ullah, Filipino, male

Officials of the Malaysian Wildlife Department include:

16. Francis (last name unknown)

17. Zulkamain (last name unknown) 

18-19 Two other unidentified men

An off-duty Malaysian police officer, Abdul Jawan Aulawat was also identified as one of those abducted.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-Apr2000.nsf/nIDLookUp/20000425006?Open&Page=2
Mon 4/24/00 

PRESIDENT Estrada yesterday ordered the Air Force and the Navy to help Malaysia track down a gang of six suspected Filipinos and rescue two Filipinos and 18 foreigners who were abducted from a resort island off Sabah. In response to a request from the Royal Malaysian Police, Mr. Estrada ordered the military to extend ''full cooperation'' to ''head off'' the kidnappers who fled by boat toward Philippine waters, according to presidential spokesperson Ricardo Puno. The President also activated a border patrol agreement between the Philippines and Malaysia so police and military from both countries could jointly scout the waters for the boat. Last night, Malaysian Defense Minister Najib Tun Razak said Malaysia had established where the gunmen were keeping the 20 people. ''We now know their exact location,'' Najib was quoted as saying by Malaysia's official Bernama news agency. He did not elaborate but said the defense ministry had dispatched a patrol boat and a maritime surveillance aircraft to the location where the kidnappers were holding the hostages. Earlier, the Armed Forces Southern Command said two gunboats had been dispatched close to Malaysian waters to ''verify or intercept outriggers carrying the hostages.'' 

The heavily armed gunmen abducted the 20, including foreign tourists, from Sipadan Island, about 30 km off the coast of Sabah, and fled by boat toward Philippine waters, officials yesterday said. The tiny coral island of Sipadan, a world-renowned diving spot, is a 45-minute boat journey from Mindanao. ''This has been done by five or six Tausug-speaking Filipinos who have sped in the direction of the Philippines,'' Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said. He said that Philippine National Police chief Deputy Director Panfilo Lacson was coordinating rescue operations with his Malaysian counterpart. There were no reports of demands by the abductors. 

The hostages include two Filipinos, eight Malaysians, two French, three Germans, two South Africans, two Finns and one Lebanese, according to a list released by Southcom officers yesterday. The Filipinos were identified as Laurecia Dablo, married to a Malaysian, and Roland Ullah, an employee of the Borneo Divers Club. Two Americans escaped by running into the bushes, according to Malaysian police. 

Col. Ernesto de Guzman, chief of staff of the Southern Command, said Abu Sayyaf rebels or pirates could be behind the hostage-taking, although Tausug is spoken in Tawi-Tawi and Sulu, but not Basilan, where the Abu Sayyaf has been holding hostages for more than a month. 

Abu Sayyaf?

''We are not discounting the possible involvement of Abu Sayyaf rebels, of local pirates and other lawless groups,'' De Guzman said from Zamboanga. He said they were trying to determine whether there was a connection between the Sipadan hostage-taking and the Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis in Basilan. Both islands are in the Celebes Sea. But ''we are not discounting also the involvement of pirates of other nationalities,'' he added. And Puno stressed that the report that the hostage-takers spoke Tausug did not automatically mean they were Filipinos. ''The pirates may be Tausug-speaking but they are not necessarily Filipinos because there are a lot of Tausug-speaking people in neighboring countries,'' he said. Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, however, said that six of the kidnappers were Filipinos. 

Diversionary tactic?

Mercado also emphasized that it had not been definitely established that the hostage-takers were Filipinos. ''If at all it has anything to do with the Abu Sayyaf, then it could be also possible for us to think of possible diversionary tactics,'' Mercado said, referring to an ongoing military assault of Camp Abdurajak in Basilan. Mercado said: ''The presence of foreigners could also be an indication that, if they are indeed Abu Sayyaf, this is an attempt to put some international flavor to this particular conflict, as they have been trying to do from the beginning.'' Malaysia's police chief said yesterday that political motives could be the main intention of the gunmen. Norian Mai, inspector general of police, told a news conference that the kidnapping ''possibly has something to do with the Abu Sayyaf.'' ''There could be three relevant motives--one is for ransom, the other for revenge and lastly; political motives,'' he said. ''We are seriously considering (the) political motive as the main reason for this hostage taking,'' he said. 

Favored weapon

The Department of Foreign Affairs also ''could not immediately confirm'' if the hostage takers were Filipinos or members of the Abu Sayyaf. ''The Philippine Embassy (in Kuala Lumpur) is closely coordinating with the Malaysian police in Semporna and the International Police (Interpol) on the matter,'' said Bayani Mangibin, chief of the DFA consular assistant division. ''Unfortunately many of these pirates are Filipinos,'' he said. Sipadan Island is in close proximity to the southeastern tip of Basilan, where the Abu Sayyaf base their operations. 

The eastern side of Sabah in fact is populated mostly by Filipinos, Mangibin added. De Guzman told the AP that five to six gunmen in camouflage uniforms and armed with M-16 and M-79 rifles forced themselves into the resort on Sunday night. Mangiban said the M-16 Armalite rifle is the favored weapon of Filipino pirates in Sabah. 

Less than an hour

Norian said the six gunmen, five armed with AK47 rifles and one with a bazooka, initially ambushed a police station on Sipadan Island and took one policeman on duty. They then proceeded to the nearby resort and a wildlife department office and took another 21 people captive but the American couple managed to escape in the dark and ran into nearby bushes, he said. The couple have been taken to the Sabah town of Semporna and were in good health, he added. The two Americans who escaped were earlier identified by Malaysian police as James and Mary Murphy, but the police did not know what state in the US they were from. Norian said the incident happened in less than one hour, with the gunmen ambushing the police station in the early evening and fleeing the island on two boats 45 minutes later. No shooting took place and the gunmen snatched money and jewelry from the hostages before herding them onto the vessel, he said. ''From the descriptions that we have, we conclude that these criminals are elements from another country. They were fluent in English,'' he added.   

 http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr25/news/news_main.htm
Tue 4/25/00

Troops Tuesday used helicopter gunships in their slow assault up a remote mountain to the main base where rebels have held 27 Filipinos hostage for the past five weeks in the southern Philippines. Abu Sayyaf rebel spokesman Abu Ahmad, meanwhile, warned Tuesday that members of his extremist group would kidnap foreigners if the United States does not release three imprisoned Arab terrorists, including the mastermind of the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. The rebels, who announced last week that they had beheaded two male hostages, also have said they will behead the remaining five adult males, including a priest, if the military does not halt its assault. Helicopters attacked three outlying Abu Sayyaf camps with rockets Tuesday, said Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva, chief of the military's Southern Command. He said ground troops were pursuing fleeing rebels, and the troops next plan to advance to the main stronghold farther up the mountain. The assault, which began Saturday, has been slowed by heavy vegetation, poor weather and land mines, which have forced the troops to employ metal detectors, officials said. At least 10 rebels and four soldiers have died, they said. 

On Sunday, about 20 people, including foreign tourists, were abducted on a nearby Malaysian island and taken by boat toward the Philippines. The Abu Sayyaf hinted they may be responsible. "I'm not saying that we are the ones," Ahmad said. "I'm also not saying we are not the ones. Let's give the government a puzzle." Some Philippine officials doubted that the Abu Sayyaf was responsible, saying the group was just trying to gain attention. The Abu Sayyaf is the smaller but more radical of two Muslim groups fighting for an independent Islamic state in the predominantly Catholic Philippines. It has been blamed for numerous attacks on Christians. The Abu Sayyaf originally seized more than 50 hostages from two schools in the Basilan province March 20 for use as human shields after attacking an army outpost. Some of the hostages have since been freed. The rebels have demanded freedom for Ramzi Yousef, mastermind of the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York, and Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, accused of conspiring to blow up New York City landmarks. 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/042500/malaysia_philippines.sml
Tue 4/25/00

PAGADIAN CITY--A sister of one of the two Filipinos abducted by armed men in an island resort in Sabah said the 20 hostages were in Tawi-Tawi and were to be released yesterday provided ransom was paid. Nida Rodriguez, 60, elder sister of Lucrecia Dablo, said that the management of the Pulau Sipadan Resort had established contact with the gunmen and was willing to pay the ransom demanded. It was not clear how much the gunmen wanted. Dablo, 38, a native of Pagadian, has been working as a receptionist at the Pulau Sipadan Resort for almost 10 years. In a telephone interview with the Inquirer yesterday morning, resort cashier Sim Kiu Hao confirmed that the management was negotiating with the abductors. Hao, who spoke little English, said resort manager Monica Lee was leading the negotiations. But Lee could not be contacted for confirmation yesterday afternoon. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr26/news/news_10.htm
Tue 4/25/00

BALO-I, Lanao del Norte--Government troops yesterday launched air and ground attacks against a Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) stronghold in two barangays in this Lanao del Norte town. Military officials said the attacks were launched to allow the repair of steel power pylons in Pakalundo and Apo Hill barangays that had been destroyed by the rebels, the Associated Press reported. There were no immediate reports of casualties. The MILF camps in the two barangays were occupied by at least 500 rebels, AP reported. The camp in Apo Hill is strategic for the rebels because it has two-way radio communication facilities, it said. 

Earlier yesterday morning, five soldiers were wounded when suspected MILF rebels ambushed a truck carrying Army troops in Pantar, a town on the boundary of the two Lanao provinces. Senior Supt. Rogelio Nuñeza, Iligan City police chief, said the soldiers, belonging to the Army's 30th Infantry Battalion based in Marawi City, had been traveling to Balo-i from that city. 

Pounding rebels

Air force planes, Huey and MG520 attack helicopters were still pounding the rebel stronghold in Balo-i yesterday afternoon. The highway from Iligan City to Marawi City was closed to traffic because of the fighting. A 4th Infantry Division press statement identified the rebels in Balo-i as being led by a certain Commander Anderson, who is said to have arrived on March 30 from Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur to reinforce rebel forces here. Military officials said local residents wanted the rebels driven away from Pacalundo and Apo Hill to stop the guerrillas' extortion activities. On April 8, Balo-i mayor Hanifa Ali led other town mayors and residents in a rally demanding that the rebels leave the town. 

Extortion

Ali said the rebels were extorting money from residents and could also be behind the loss of farm animals in his town. ''We have been holding back our attack to allow local officials to drive away the rebels,'' Capt. Mitchel Anayron, assistant public information officer of the 4th ID, said. Anayron said Ali had informed the military that local government officials had failed to persuade the rebels to leave. The rebels in Barangay Pakalundo have been blamed for sabotaging three National Power Corp. power transmission towers that caused the April 10 Mindanao-wide blackout. Napocor Security Officer Edwin Buenaventura, in the same Army press release, said that the three transmission towers had been destroyed by Commander Anderson's men. 

Sawed off towers

Buenaventura said the braces and steel legs of towers 14 and 15 were sawed off while the porcelain insulators of towers 14, 15, and 17 had been damaged by bullets. Repairs on the three towers could not be undertaken because of the MILF presence. The new fighting erupted even as thousands of evacuees have not been able to return to their homes since hostilities broke out last month between the rebels and government troops. 

On Monday, the newly formed multisectoral group, Siyap Ko Kapage-inged (Concern and Vigilance for Society) or SKK, staged a peace rally in Marawi City. The group, numbering about 7,000, called for peaceful means in solving the Moro problem and for government to immediately attend to the needs of the evacuees in Marawi. ''They (government officials) should not count how many MILF rebels were killed but how many evacuees we have here in the city,'' Aleem Mansawi Mimbalawag, the group's leader, said. ''Identified evacuation centers must have enough water and electrical supply, and provide weekly medical assistance,'' Mimbalawag said. 

All-out war policy

The SKK also demanded that President Estrada ''retract his all-out war policy in Lanao and lift the June 30 deadline for peace negotiations between the government and the MILF.'' ''The June 20 deadline also means that should the negotiations fail, the government can pursue militarizing Lanao as the solution to this problem,'' lawyer Hamid Barra said. Barra said that after consulting nongovernment organizations and private groups, the SKK created a People's Committee on Referendum to work on an information drive to promote a United Nations-supervised vote that would allow the Muslims of Mindanao to decide their destiny. MILF leader Hashim Salamat had earlier proposed that such a referendum be held. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr26/news/news_14.htm
Tue 4/25/00

GENERAL SANTOS CITY - Osama Bin Ladin, said to be the world's top terrorist, entered Mindanao last month and met with Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) Chairman Hashim Salamat, a military source said. Ladin arrived at a time when the 65,000 soldiers of the Southern Command in Mindanao tightened security in key cities in the South to thwart alleged plot by fresh cadres of the MILF out on a test mission to sow terror there. "Bin Ladin arrived at Mindanao on board an unidentified foreign submarine last March 18 and held talks with Salamat in Camp Abubakar," Col. Armando S. Rodriguez, BRP Miguel Malvar Naval Task Force commander, said. Apart from the security measures launched by ground troops, Rodriguez said, sea and air patrols have also been intensified by the military to curb attempts by foreign forces to smuggle in arms to Mindanao. Details of the meeting between Ladin and Salamat, however, were not disclosed. But the military said it has something to do about plans to smuggle war material for the separatist guerrillas. Wanted by foreign countries such as the US, Great Britain, Israel, France, and Saudi Arabia, Ladin has been tagged by the military as a major supporter of the MILF. He hurriedly left Mindanao the next day on a fishing boat and was fetched on the high seas by fast Volvo speed boats that took him to an unknown destination, Rodriguez said. Although subject for further validation, the intelligence report alleged the arms were brought by Ladin from Indonesia from funds provided by Libyan strongman Col. Muhammar Khadaffy. The weapons were classified as obsolete following the upgrading by the Indonesian armed forces of its armaments.   

 http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN042602.asp
Tue 4/25/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY (Reuters) - A group of hostages kidnapped from a Malaysian resort island over the weekend are being held in the southern Philippines by Muslim guerrillas, a source close to the rebels said on Tuesday. The hostages - who include 10 foreign tourists - are being held somewhere in the Tawi-Tawi group of islands, about an hour's boat ride from Sipadan, from where they were kidnapped on Sunday night, the source said. The source confirmed the kidnapping was carried out by Abu Sayyaf guerrillas fighting for an independent state in the southern part of the Philippines, a mostly Catholic country. The source said the information about the kidnapping came from Khadafy Janjalani, the head of the Abu Sayyaf. 

Janjalani was last reported to be on Basilan island, some 900 km. (560 miles) south of Manila, where government troops have launched an assault on an Abu Sayyaf camp. The guerrillas are also holding 27 Filipino hostages (on Basilan), mostly schoolchildren, and are demanding the release of three Muslim militants jailed in the United States. They have said they beheaded two hostages last week because of the lack of a favorable response from the government to their demands. One of the jailed militants they want freed is believed to be the mastermind behind the 1993 bombing at New York's World Trade Center. 

Earlier on Tuesday, there were conflicting versions on whether the Abu Sayyaf was involved in the Sipadan kidnappings. The DXRZ radio station in the southern Philippine city of Zamboanga said it received a call from a man who identified himself as Abu Sabaya, a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf. 

"We are responsible for the abduction of these foreign nationals. We still have more surprises for the government if they will continue to ignore our demands," the radio quoted the caller as saying. But in an interview with the local DXXX radio station about half an hour later, a caller also identified as Abu Sabaya was asked if the Abu Sayyaf was involved in the kidnapping and responded: "We are keeping that strictly confidential." The ABS-CBN television channel also received a call from Abu Sabaya in which he said: "We are not saying we did this, and we are not saying we did not do this. Let us give the government something to think about." 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-04/MN042602.asp
Tue 4/25/00

Philippine forces rocketed Islamic rebel positions for the fourth day Tuesday, hours after one of 27 Filipinos held by the guerrillas warned the army assault was endangering hostages' lives. ``We have to go on with the operation. What we are hitting is the periphery, the bunkers, to dislodge the terrorists guarding their main lair,'' southern military commander General Diomedio Villanueva told reporters.

Earlier Tuesday, a local radio station broadcast an appeal from a Catholic priest held hostage. He asked the military to stop bombing the hideout of the separatist Abu Sayyaf group on southern Basilan island, 560 miles south of the capital Manila. ``We are all scared, we will die from the bombings,'' Father Ruel Gallardo said. ``If you want us to be released, let us do it peacefully through negotiations, not through bombings. It is not only bullets that will kill us but also terror.'' Gallardo was among 27 Filipinos, mostly school children, held captive for five weeks on Basilan. Rebels originally abducted more than 70 people from two high schools but have released all but 27. Gallardo urged the government to agree to the rebel demands, which include the release of three Muslim militants jailed in the United States, including one man held in the World Trade Center bombing.

``Whatever the group's demands are, give it to them,'' Gallardo said. ``Withdrawal of the military is the number one need right now if you want to save our lives.''

It was unclear if the guerrillas had scripted the priest's comments, which came as the military began its fourth day of air and ground assaults on the 900-foot mountain where the rebels were holding their hostages. The military said it had no confirmed casualty figures but Basilan provincial government spokesman Hader Glang told Reuters about 30 guerrillas had been killed in the offensive.

The figure was based on reports from villagers, Glang said. The military said it suffered three dead and four wounded. 

http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/nm/20000425/wl/malaysia_hostages_14.html
Wed 4/26/00

The gunmen who grabbed 21 hostages on a Malaysian resort island will soon free two Malaysians and are demanding a $2.4 million ransom for the release of the others, police said Wednesday. The hostages, including at least 10 foreigners, were being held in Sulu, a remote province in the southern Philippines, government officials said. A senior police official in Sulu, who spoke on condition of anonymity, disclosed the $2.4 million ransom demand and said the kidnappers would release the two Malaysians because they are Muslim. The kidnappers are members of the Abu Sayyaf, an extremist Muslim rebel group, said Nur Misuari, a former Muslim rebel leader who now heads a Muslim autonomous region in the southern Philippines. They took the hostages Sunday on Sipadan Island — a famous diving site about one hour by boat from Sulu. 

The Abu Sayyaf is the smaller of two groups fighting for an independent Islamic state in the predominantly Catholic Philippines. They are under attack at their stronghold in nearby Basilan province by Philippine troops attempting to rescue 27 other hostages kidnapped more than five weeks ago. The kidnappings, the worst the Philippines has experienced in years, have drawn attention to the country's long-simmering Muslim rebellion. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, who visited Sulu Wednesday, said the hostages have been divided into several groups and are being moved around the town of Talipao, a mountainous area about 12 miles from Jolo, Sulu's capital. Presidential Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora, however, said he was told by a former Muslim rebel leader that some of the hostages are also in Tawi Tawi, a nearby province. He said President Joseph Estrada has appointed Nur Misuari, head of the Moro National Liberation Front, as the government's negotiator with the kidnappers. The MNLF, once the country's largest Muslim rebel group, signed a peace treaty in 1996. Mercado said government officials have had no direct contact with the kidnappers and have not heard their demands. The hostages include tourists from Germany, France, South Africa, Finland and Lebanon. They also include a Filipino worker and nine Malaysians, authorities said. The nationality of the 21st hostage was not known. Seas in the area, flanked by the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia, are speckled with hundreds of islands and crisscrossed by traders, migrants, pirates and smugglers. Five more people were arrested Wednesday in Sabah, a Malaysian state on northern Borneo, police said, bringing to 10 the number of people under interrogation in the hostage-taking. Police officials said some of those arrested were former Sipadan resort employees. They were suspected of knowing some of the gunmen or helping them. At the Abu Sayyaf stronghold in the Philippines, meanwhile, troops continued to pound several outlying camps in an attempt to free the remaining Filipino hostages, mostly schoolchildren. 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/042600/malaysia.sml
Thu 4/27/00 

President Joseph Estrada rejected a demand for up to $2.4 million in ransom from kidnappers who took 21 hostages from a Malaysian resort island, an official said today. The 21 hostages, including at least 10 foreigners, were kidnapped Sunday and were being held by Muslim extremists in the mountains of impoverished Sulu province at the tip of the southern Philippines, officials said. At least two Malaysian hostages were expected to be freed shortly because they are Muslims, a police official said. But Estrada rejected ransom demands. ``Absolutely not. The government policy is not to give ransom,'' presidential executive secretary Ronaldo Zamora said. Estrada's chief negotiator denied media reports attributed to him saying the hostages had been released. The negotiator, former Muslim rebel leader Nur Misuari, said it was possible the kidnappers may consider releasing some of their hostages at a later time ``because it's not easy to keep 21 people, especially in a small place.'' Philippine officials also denied the reports. 

Meanwhile, the governor of a nearby province where soldiers are attacking a Muslim rebel stronghold to free 27 other hostages offered citizens a $730 bounty for each guerrilla they kill. ``They are the enemies of the citizens, the enemies of the republic, the enemies of Islam,'' Basilan Gov. Wahab Akhar told The Associated Press. The two kidnappings, the worst in the Philippines in years, have drawn attention to the country's 25-year Muslim separatist rebellion, which has killed more than 120,000 people.  

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/i/AP-Philippines-Hostages.html
Thu 4/27/00

Eight of 20 hostages abducted by Philippine Muslim rebels at an island resort in Malaysia have been released in the southern Philippine province of Sulu, a TV report said Thursday afternoon in Manila. According to the local ABS-CBN television, the released hostages were all Malaysians. However, the TV report failed to identify the whereabouts of the released hostages. The rest hostages come from Germany, France, South Africa, Finland and Lebanon. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cover/storydb/2000/04/27/mnhostag.html
Fri 4/28/00 

Kidnappers are threatening to behead foreigners amongst 21 hostages being held in the Philippines unless new negotiators are appointed. They are demanding to talk to ambassadors from the countries of origin of the 10 foreigners. The dramatic tactical change emerged in a phone call to a local Philippines radio station by a man called Abu Sabaya, who said he represented the hostage takers. "If they don't want to negotiate we will cut off the heads of all the foreigners and if they don't stop military (operations) we will give the government a big embarrassment," he said. The Philippine Government had appointed as its chief negotiator Nur Misuari, the governor of an autonomous Muslim region in the southern Philippines. Two of his emissaries have seen most of the hostages and confirmed that they were safe. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_728000/728893.stm
[image: image14.jpg]


Fri 4/28/00

Soldiers on board trucks arrive in Talipao village in Jolo to join operations against the Abu Sayyaf who claimed responsibility for the kidnapping of 21 hostages, including 10 foreign tourists, from a Malaysian resort last weekend. A Malaysian Marine Police boat patrols the sea near Semporma, off the coast of the east Malaysia state of Sabah in Borneo, near where the 21 hostages were kidnaped

http://www.mb.com.ph/frntpage.asp
Fri 4/28/00

The Armed Forces has sealed off strategic exit points in the province of Sulu where two Filipino and 18 foreign hostages are being held by a suspected Moro kidnap gang. Acting Armed Forces chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said that military units were deployed throughout the Sulu island group to prevent the kidnappers from fleeing Jolo and possibly linking up with the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan.  A military report said the Coast Guard had sent out patrols to coast the waters of Sulu, particularly around Talipao, Jolo, where the victims were reported to have been brought after being abducted from the Sipadan island resort off Sabah Sunday night. The kidnappers have split the hostages into groups and brought them to four towns in Jolo, Sulu, local police sources said. 

The sources said the victims were taken to Maimbung, Indanan, Talipao and Patikul towns (see attached map), and were now in the custody of Said Suaib, Galib Andang alias Commander Robot, Mujidagga Susukan and Abu Pula Jumdail. But according to information reaching Malaysian police authorities based in Sabah, the hostages have already been moved by their abductors to Basilan, scene of an ongoing military operation to free 28 hostages being held by the larger Abu Sayyaf group, which has been fighting for a separate Islamic state.  

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/apr2000/apr28/news/news_main.htm
MAY 2000

Mon 5/1/00

The Philippine military hinted at a possible operation to rescue the 21 Pulau Sipadan hostages on Jolo island after it successfully overran an Abu Sayyaf base in nearby Basilan. "This (the military operation) is a final option," Philippine Defence Secretary Orlando Mercado said at the military's Southern Command headquarters here late on Saturday evening. He said the area in central Jolo where the hostages were being held had been cordoned off by the military and also Moro National Liberation Front fighters. Southern Command spokesman Col Hilario Atendido said the military's immediate job was to identify and isolate areas where the hostages were being held. "We are always planning and preparing for any eventuality," he said when asked about any rescue attempt. Philippine government officials here said that the abductors and hostages were holed up in the upper part of Barangay (village) Banggang, about 7km from Talipao town, which is some 25km from the island capital of Jolo. Basilan governor Wahab Akhbar's spokesman Hader Glang told The Star here Sunday that the Philippine military had managed to overrun an Abu Sayyaf camp atop a 900m hill, where the group had been holding 27 Filipino hostages. "We believe the abductors have taken some of the captives into a 200m-long tunnel which was dug by the Japanese army during World War Two," he said. He said the military was guarding all known entrances to the tunnel.  http://thestar-malaysia.com/online/newsreport.asp?file=/2000/5/1/nation/0103pkac.asp&newspage=nation
Mon 5/1/00 

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Philippine Army Southern Command chief Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva declared on Monday that the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf in Basilan has already been "neutralized" and is no longer capable of resisting military offensives. However, the military failed to find the 27 hostages at the rebel camp it overran in Puno Mahadji. Villanueva said the focus of military operations now is to locate and rescue the hostages who were abducted from two Basilan schools last March 20. The military is scouring the two-kilometer radius around the camp to look for the hostages. Villanueva admitted it will be difficult to prevent the Abu Sayyaf rebels from eluding the military, since government troops are finding it difficult to seal off the rebel camp's wide and rough terrain. Meanwhile, Armed Forces vice chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said elite Army Scout Rangers have discovered a 200-meter-wide tunnel that may be a possible Abu Sayyaf hideout. The rebels are believed to have fled into the tunnel after the Army captured their lair, Camp Abdurajak, in Sumisip, Basilan. Officials believe that Abu Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Janjalani and spokesperson Abu Sabaya are likewise trapped inside the tunnel but may launch a final retaliatory move. Military troops are reportedly hesitant to launch an assault on the tunnel, for fear the hostages might get caught in the ensuing crossfire. Instead, trained dogs will be used to sniff out the exact location of the rebel group. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000502013
Mon 5/1/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A series of bomb blasts occured about 10 p.m. today in Zamboanga del Sur. The first bomb exploded in the town of Ipil while another went off in a military detachment in Payao also in Zamboanga del Sur. The police has placed all its units under red alert following reports that the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has planted some 1,000 time bombs in various areas of the province. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000502023
Mon 5/1/00 

ABU SAYYAF HOSTAGES (Reuters) - Seven foreign tourists, part of a group of 21 hostages held by Muslim guerrillas, sit in a hut at a secret location in Jolo. The hostages were taken to Jolo after Muslim fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf rebels, seized them on April 23 on the Malaysian [image: image15.jpg]


resort island of Sipadan. The hostages seen in this exclusive April 29 photo are (from left) Marc Walleri, Renate Juta, and Werner Gunter Kort, all from Germany; Juhani Franti Seppo and Mirco Jahanen Risto, from Finland; and Carel and Monique Strydom, from South Africa.  http://www.mb.com.ph/frntpage.asp
Tue 5/2/00

Muslim extremists stepped up their pressure on the Philippine government Tuesday, threatening to behead two of their 21 hostages kidnapped nine days ago from a Malaysian dive resort unless the military withdraws troops encircling the area. 

Later in the day, about 100 Abu Sayyaf rebels tried to break through the military cordon and clashed with troops, injuring at least five soldiers, military officials said. There was no immediate word of casualties among the rebels, who apparently retreated. In announcing the rebel threat, Abu Escobar said the troops were so close that the kidnappers could see them. If the government does not pull back the soldiers, "we will surprise them," he told local radio station DXRZ. "Maybe two heads for tomorrow." The rebels kidnapped the hostages, including 10 foreign tourists, April 23 from a Malaysian diving resort. The extremists brought them to Jolo Island in the Philippines, about one hour away by boat. 

Other Abu Sayyaf rebels holding a separate group of 27 hostages on neighboring Basilan Island claimed two weeks ago to have beheaded two of their 27 Filipino captives. That triggered a military assault that so far has failed to find the hostages. Nur Misuari, the government's negotiator, said the military told him Tuesday that the encirclement in Jolo would stay "as is." He said the rebels have refused to begin formal negotiations if the troops are not removed. His remarks came after the hostages appealed to the Philippine government to pull back the troops. The kidnappers "can't get much food, much water because the camp is surrounded by the Philippine army and so they can't get anything for us," Stephane Loisy, a hostage from France, told journalists. "We eat only rice, and the only water we have is the water from rain." The 10 foreign hostages being held in a bamboo hut wrote letters to their embassies asking officials to pressure the Philippine government to speed up negotiations and stop military operations. "We are in a very serious situation. I would like to make that clear," said German hostage Werner Wallert. "We are risking our lives here, and if the Philippine government should try to march in and find a military solution, there will be bloodshed, nothing else." Several journalists who accompanied a doctor to the hide-out Monday were able to interview the hostages, who complained of food shortages, fevers and infections. The doctor later said most of the hostages appeared exhausted and dehydrated, and that two should be hospitalized. On Basilan, the military admitted Tuesday it was unable to find the 27 hostages after overrunning the main Abu Sayyaf stronghold.  The two kidnappings, the worst in the Philippines in years, were apparently not coordinated, officials say. The Abu Sayyaf is the smaller of two groups fighting for a separate Islamic state in the impoverished Mindanao region of the southern Philippines. Troops also battled rebels Tuesday from the larger Moro Islamic Liberation Front, which occupied a major road in central Mindanao. 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/050200/philippines.sml
Tue 5/2/00

Fighting erupted on Tuesday between government forces and Islamic rebels holding 21 hostages in a guerrilla lair in the southern Philippines, and officials said one soldier was killed and seven were wounded. They said the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf guerrillas suffered an undetermined number of casualties in the hour-long battle during which artillery shells fell in an area where rebel leaders were meeting. 

The fighting occurred 300 yards from where the hostages were being kept on Jolo island, chief government negotiator Nur Misuari told reporters in nearby Zamboanga city. There was no solid word on the condition of the hostages but provincial governor Abdusakur Tan told Reuters: ``I am certain they are safe because the fighting has died down.'' Police said firing continued to be heard in the area until Tuesday evening but officials said this involved isolated shots. Misuari, a former rebel himself, said he was assessing the situation before sending his emissaries back to resume talks with the guerrillas. ``They're in a fighting mood, in a killer's mood so it's very dangerous but...we will see how we can penetrate,'' he added. The hostages -- 10 Malaysians, three Germans, two French nationals, two South Africans, two Finns, one Lebanese and a Filipina -- have been held on Jolo since they were kidnapped from a Malaysian dive resort nine days ago, on Easter Sunday. Jolo, 960 km (600 miles) south of Manila, is a stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf, one of two groups fighting for an Islamic state in the mostly Catholic country.  http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/international/international-philipp.html
Tue 5/2/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Civilians got caught in the crossfire on Tuesday, as fighting between government soldiers and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels in Maguindanao spilled over to North Cotabato. Two civilians were killed and eight were injured, as MILF troops reportedly flagged down and strafed a Weena passenger bus along the national highway in San Mateo, Aleosan, North Cotabato at about 5 a.m., Tuesday. About 200 MILF rebels took cover inside the houses of civilians living near the highway when responding soldiers and policemen arrived at the scene. The rebels allegedly used the residents as human shields. Images of residents waving white flags to keep both sides from shooting at them were caught on video. One of the casualties was identified as Estelita Bautista who was hit by a stray bullet. Her lifeless body was sprawled in the middle of the highway. The eight wounded civilians suffered bullet and shrapnel wounds. The fighting ceased as reinforcements from the Philippine Army arrived and subdued the rebels by throwing grenades which forced them to flee. Hundreds of residents have reportedly evacuated to the Aleosan municipal hall to escape the continuing hostilities. A separate skirmish between MILF and government troops was also reported in Carmen, North Cotabato.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000503009
Tue 5/2/00

COTABATO CITY—Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels allegedly abducted some 200 people on board two passenger buses and private vehicles yesterday following the spread of violence from Maguindanao to North Cotabato, military officials said yesterday. Gov. Manny Piñol started negotiations with leaders of the country’s largest Muslim rebel group but cautioned against second-guessing the MILF. “We still have to confirm the motive and the real number of hostages,” he said. Local officials downplayed reports of a new hostage situation and said the rebels may have just blocked commuters from proceeding to sites of fierce fighting. Thirty Moro rebels and seven soldiers and two civilians were killed yesterday in battles for control of strategic passes in Southern Philippines, isolating this city and cutting off trade links between provinces. 

Southern Command chief of staff, Col. Ernesto de Guzman, said turmoil spread to North Cotabato early yesterday when 100 MILF guerrillas stopped two buses in Aleosan, ordered about 150 passengers to disembark and then robbed them. One passenger was killed and four injured when the rebels strafed the buses before fleeing. The scattered battles also bared a problem — a thinning out of military defenses that could allow rebels to retake camps earlier captured by the government. Two thousand people in Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte, formed a human chain to prevent the 1st Marine Brigade from pulling out of their town, which figured in some of the most intense fighting since the start of the year. 

The MILF, the country’s largest Muslim guerrilla group, suspended peace talks with the government Sunday, accusing the military of continuous bad faith. Malacañang admitted the military had attacked the perimeters of Camp Abubakar, the MILF’s main stronghold barely six hours after both sides agreed to a scheduled fourth round of talks. National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre, however, denied any plans for a takeover of the 3,000-hectare rebel camp, saying the attack was only meant to dislodge “extortionist” MILF forces from the main commercial highway. The highway clash has blocked commerce between the two Lanao provinces and Cotabato City. The main highway, which passes through the town of Carmen, Cotabato was sealed off last night after MILF rebels attacked a roadside detachment manned by former members of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), now integrated with the Armed Forces. 

New battles have also closed the Cotabato City-Davao road to vehicular traffic. On Monday, the military also restricted vehicular traffic along the Cotabato City-South Cotabato highway after MILF elements were sighted massing in Camp Omar, on the boundary of Talayan and Shariff Aguak in Maguindanao. The only open link is the Cotabato-Bukidnon highway’s diversion route through the town of Libungan, Cotabato, that is seldom used due to the poor condition of the road. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/03/top_stories/20000503top1.html
Tue 5/2/00

SUSPECTED Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels set off four bombs in Zamboanga del Sur Monday, forcing authorities to place all police and military units in the province on “red alert.” No casualties were reported, but the explosions caused heavy damage to properties, according to reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo. Reports also said residents were warned to be extra careful following intelligence reports that the MILF rebels allegedly planted l,000 more time bombs and landmines in Zamboanga del Sur. In a related development, the MILF said it had strengthened security in all its satellite camps in Lanao del Norte and Maguindanao provinces due to reports that the military would launch an all-out offensive against them. MILF spokesman Moha​quer Iqbal said some 8,000 MILF guerillas were detailed in their defense perimeters.  “We’ve prepared for whatever military actions.  We saw this coming,” he said. He added the MILF also sought the assistance of their allies overseas.”

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/03/top_stories/20000503top5.html
Tue 5/2/00 

THE Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) separatist group “has attained the capability to engage brigade-size AFP (Armed Forces of the Philippines) units in standard tactical operations.” 

Also, the South China Sea will “continue to be the security flashpoint” in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) due to the development, construction activities and increased presence of some countries in the Kalayaan Island Group and Scarborough Shoal in the disputed Spratlys which are being claimed by the Philippines. 

These are two of the more significant points raised in a confidential report submitted to President Estrada by AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes. The report, a copy of which was furnished THE MANILA TIMES, said that although encumbered by increased terrorist activities, particularly in Mindanao and in the countryside, the AFP is winning the war against insurgents and “has ably performed its tasks of protecting the people.” 

But, at the same time, Reyes admitted that the military “lacks focus” to contain the increase in the number of firearms and personnel of the communist movement and the separatist MILF. “The multi-dimensional nature of the local insurgents’ activities requires a multi-sectoral approach involving the whole government machinery and the communities,” Reyes explained, referring to the “wholistic approach” being implemented by the military in addressing the insurgency problem. 

The report also revealed that the AFP so far, had spent a whopping P4.32 billion from January 1999 to February this year to combat the rebels. The amount was broken down as follows: firepower, P117.05 million; mobility projects, P1.2 billion; troop organizational support, P2 billion; and base development, P668.7 million. 

Aside from the communists and the MILF, Reyes tagged the Muslim Abu Sayyaf terrorists as the ones sowing terror in Mindanao. “Kidnapping, abduction incidents and other serious crimes continue to occur in Mindanao and reportedly perpetrated by the Abu Sayyaf,” Reyes said. 

Reyes also acknowledged that the MILF “has attained the capability to engage brigade-size AFP units in standard tactical operations.” A brigade consists of three battalions, totaling 2,000 men. 

The AFP chief also accused the MILF of engaging in sustained armed offensives “to build up its defensive and offensive capabilities vis-à-vis influence the terms of the peace negotiations and gain greater concessions in the negotiating table.” ¨

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/03/top_stories/20000503top6.html
Wed 5/3/00

The Philippines military says at least 80 people have been killed in an upsurge of fighting between government forces and Muslim separatist rebels in Mindanao. The clashes came as the largest Muslim rebel group in the Philippines, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), pulled out of peace talks with the government on Sunday. Its leaders ordered an all-out attack on units of the Armed Forces of Philippines. An army spokesman said 68 rebel fighters and eight soldiers had been killed since Friday. He said MILF fighters seized two villages in North Cotabato province and opened fire on houses, leaving four civilians dead and 10 wounded. They also attacked the town of Carmen, wounding six people. The MILF's chief military strategist, Mohammad Murad, said the rebels' decision to attack followed a government offensive on the perimeter of the rebels' main base of Camp Abubakar, in the town of Matanog, outside Cotabato city. But he told a Philippines television station that the rebels would not attack places where there are civilians, such as shopping malls and schools. "Our target will be the Armed Forces of the Philippines," he said. Philippines military officials have said the offensive, which began late last week, was aimed at dismantling MILF checkpoints along the Narciso Ramos highway.  Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the government could not allow what he called the "harassment" of vehicles passing through road to continue. Three major highways to Cotabato city were closed due to the fighting and the fourth closed off to civilian traffic. In Manila, press reports said the government was so worried about the "crisis" in Mindanao that it was considering calling a special meeting of the National Security Council when the Philippines Congress resumes sitting later this month. Executive Secretary Ronaldo B. Zamora said a high-level group of officials on national security and foreign policy had agreed to meet daily to discuss the insurgency problem in the south. Zamora said that in addition to the Abu Sayyaf hostage-taking on Jolo, the government was "very much concerned by the possible escalation (of the fighting) into a full-blown war". Reiterating the government's stance, Press Secretary Ronaldo Puno said the operations against MILF forces in Matanog had to continue. "The MILF started it, we have to finish it to prevent future incidents where the rebels control major government highways,'' he said. President Estrada earlier took a similar hard-line position. "Some say we should stop military operations against terrorists for fear of driving away investors," he said. "I say if we do nothing to stop the terrorists, no investor will ever think of coming or staying in the first place." The increased violence brought expressions of concern from a number of quarters. Roman Catholic bishops on Tuesday blamed both sides for the clashes and called for an immediate ceasefire. The Philippine Daily Inquirer reported that the number of people displaced by the conflict on Mindanao now totaled some 120,000 in three provinces. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/monitoring/media_reports/newsid_733000/733883.stm
Wed 5/3/00 

The Philippine military has to grapple with three simultaneous operations for the first time since the communist and Muslim rebellions were at their height more than a decade ago. The armed forces expressed confidence yesterday that government troops could cope with the three hostage-taking incidents in the southern Philippines - in Basilan and Sulu provinces, both southwest of Mindanao Island, and in North Cotabato province, on central Mindanao. Captain Erwin Lamson, of the armed forces' information office, said the number of troops assigned to those areas was adequate. He said the troops were drawn from three of the army's eight infantry divisions permanently assigned to the southern Philippines. He said they numbered 30,000 men against the 10,000-strong forces of the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front, 400 Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf rebels and several hundred communist fighters. In addition, the southern troops were backed by 38,000 civilian militia members. The entire armed forces consisted of 113,000 men and women. But Senator Rodolfo Biazon, a former armed forces chief who chairs the Senate defence committee, said some shuffling of troops would still have to be done. He said the military could conduct three simultaneous operations as long as troops from other parts of the country were sent to help the forces there. Senator Biazon urged the armed forces to conduct a full-scale offensive against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. Meanwhile, communist rebels have been exploiting the Mindanao unrest by raiding remote police outposts and villages in the region.  

http://www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000503032219405.asp
Wed 5/3/00

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - Four of the Abu Sayyaf's 27 hostages in Basilan were killed amid a skirmish with rescuing military troops on Wednesday afternoon in Lantawan town. Among the dead were Claretian priest Fr. Ruel Gallardo, who was supervisor of the Tumahubong National High School. The remaining 23 hostages, most of them children, were rescued as the hostage-takers fled, although four other hostages were caught in the crossfire and are now in hospital and in critical condition. Lantawan is next to Sumisip town where the Abu Sayyaf's major stronghold, Camp Abdurrazzak, is located. The camp was earlier overrun by advancing government troops in offensives that began last April 19. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000504018
Wed 5/3/00

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) -- Thirteen Abu Sayyaf child hostages were rescued by government troops on Wednesday afternoon in Lantawan town, this province. Armed Forces chief-of-staff Angelo Reyes said the children were spotted in Lantawan, the town near Sumisip which was the site of the Abu Sayyaf's major stronghold, Camp Abdurajak. The camp was overran by advancing government troops in military offensives that began last April 19. The children were among the 27 hostages dragged by the Abu Sayyaf with them as they escaped. Reyes added that Army troops are still looking for the rest of the hostages   

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000504016
Wed 5/3/00

MAGUINDANAO, (ABS-CBN) - Armed hostilities between the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) escalated anew in central Mindanao almost the whole of Wednesday. Around 4 a.m., 300 MILF rebels bombed Camp Tiangco, the main headquarters of the Philippine Army's 6th Infantry Battalion in Maguindanao. Reports said the rebels used rocket launchers and mortars to bomb the said camp, damaging property in the compound. The runway of the nearby Awang airport in Sinsuat was almost damaged. At about 7 a.m., another explosion occurred within the perimeter of the Awang airport, according to the Army's 6th Infantry Division. Recovered from the site was an RPG shell, typical of the weaponry being used by the MILF. Although no one was hurt, the unstable peace and order condition in the vicinity prompted local airport officials to cancel flights and close down operations temporarily. Philippine Airlines canceled all its flights to Cotabato and General Santos City for Thursday, citing the worsening security situation.

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief of staff Gen. Angelo Reyes, however, dowplayed the MILF attack, calling it a small hit-and-run operation meant to exert pressure on the military. "This is not a massive attack. We suspect a small MILF group carrying arms fired on us then fled. There is hardly any damage. The rebels all ran away." He also clarified that the MILF attack did not hit the Awang runway but a grassy portion less than a meter away. Rebels also raided Army detachments in Parang, Maguindanao, and in Carmen, North Cotabato, killing two soldiers and wounding two others. The number of rebel casualties was undetermined.

In the southern part of Cotabato, about 300 MILF rebels held hostage a total of 349 civilian passengers in two areas at about 5:30 a.m., Wednesday. Pursuing government troops tracked down the MILF guerrillas who held 49 hostages in Palian, Tupi, South Cotabato and 300 hostages in Pulonoling, Polomolok, in the same province. The civilians, allegedly used as human shields, were mostly passengers of the Yellow Bus Line and Holiday Bus Line which the rebels had earlier flagged down. Other passengers held hostage include those of a 10-wheeler truck, six private cars, and three jeepneys. Later at about 8:15 a.m., some civilians escaped the Muslim rebels who were engaged in an encounter with military troops.

In General Santos City, two persons were killed and 13 were wounded in Wednesday's bombings in three areas here. The blasts took place at the GenSan International Fishport public market and city hall. Scores of others were injured in the bombings, as most business establishments in the province folded up indefinitely for fear of more MILF assaults.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000504010
Wed 5/3/00

The Air Transportation Office (ATO) has ordered the closure of the Cotabato Awang Airport due to the peace and order situation in Cotabato. The ATO issued a notice to all airlines and pilots that effective 9:04 am today, the airport is closed due to fighting between Philippine government troops and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000504005
Wed 5/3/00

GENERAL SANTOS CITY - Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels staged attacks in four provinces and in General Santos City, leaving five people dead, including three who died in three bomb attacks here while holding nearly a hundred civilians as hostages. Two other people were slain in Carmen, North Cotabato as MILF rebels attacked military outposts, while an unconfirmed report said a military detachment in Parang, Maguindanao, was overrun by Moro rebels. Radio networks of Bombo Radyo, Super Radyo, and Radyo Agong reported that MILF rebels attacked yesterday several areas in South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao, North Cotabato, and General Santos City. 

The MILF assaults happened a few days after Navy intelligence reports bared that fresh rebel cadres "on a test mission" will stage bomb attacks in key cities in Mindanao as part of its training, as Osama Bin Laden, an international terrorist, met Hashim Salamat in Camp Abubakar last March 18. 

General Santos City - Two blasts, which happened in a few minutes interval, occurred minutes before noon time between the old and the new city hall buildings here, killing the driver of the tricycle and injuring four others, including city councilor Jeng Gacal. Killed on the spot was tricycle driver Arnel Guevarra, while window glasses of the two city hall buildings were shattered. About ten minutes later, a bomb left by two passengers of a taxi cab also exploded, injuring a councilor and another passerby. As panic gripped employes of the City Hall and several other people nearby, another bomb exploded in one of the buildings of the General Santos City Fishport Complex in barangay Tambler. A fish laborer who pushed the bomb concealed in a plastic bag died while a woman fishtrader identified as Carmencita Bananyo perished later in a hospital here. At least 20 other people in the fishport were injured in the blast, which police bomb expert claimed was made of gunpowder placed in a 81 or 60 mm mortar shell based on bomb fragments recovered from the scene. 

South Cotabato - 200 separatist rebels led by Commander Golem took as hostage more than 49 passengers 6 a.m. yesterday as they held three buses and a ten-wheel truck on a highway in barangay Palian, Tupi, South Cotabato, Chief Supt. Manuel Raval, 12th regional police chief said. Hours later, some 100 MILF rebels also seized several vehicles in nearby barangay Kablon and Polonoling which they used to block the highway linking to Koronadal, South Cotabato and General Santos City. Other guerrillas seized the asparagus processing plant of US-giant Dole Philippines in barangay Kablon and took as hostage several workers and employees. But the rebels allowed their hostages to flee minutes later. Gunbattles ensued in Palian, Kablon and Polonoling between rebels and responding police and Army troopers. No casualties have been reported as of press time, even as rebels retreated to the forested areas. Supt. Bonfilo Dacoco, South Cotabato police chief, reported to Raval that the highway became passable hours after the three separate rebel bands which seized the highway withdrew from the scene.  Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes yesterday said the military will intensify its counter-terrorism operations in Mindanao after 100 civilians, mostly passengers on board three buses, were abducted yesterday morning on their way to General Santos City, South Cotabato. Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo said the bus passengers are being held hostages and are kept inside a public school building shortly after heavily armed rebels of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) took them at gunpoint while the three buses were passing the highway along Koronadal and Marbel municipalities. 

Maguindanao - As this developed, military authorities in central Mindanao ordered the temporary suspension of all flights to Awang Airport in Awang, six kilometers away from Cotabato City, after military intelligence reports indicated that the MILF rebels are planning to attack the airport and rain it with mortar fires. In Maguindanao, the government forces are locked in combat against MILF rebels in Matanog where heavy fighting was reported raging. Report said the Army's Scout Ranger Battalion are locked in a battle against MILFs defending their camp. Moro Islamic Liberation Front rebels yesterday blocked anew a highway in South Cotabato and held hostage 70 civilian passengers in what government authorities tagged as another "tactical deviation" strategy in the fierce military offensives on a highway near Camp Abubakar, the MILF's central headquarters. This developed as the military reported that Marine troopers, leading the "clearing" operations, overran before dawn yesterday an MILF trench along the disputed Secretary Narciso Ramos highway in Matanog, Maguindanao. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN050403.asp
Wed 5/3/00 

FOUR almost simultaneous bombings in General Santos killed 15 people yesterday noon and wounded several others, military and police officials said. The explosions, blamed on the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), occurred at the city’s international fish port, the public market and city hall. The blasts transformed the thriving port city into a ghost town by early afternoon as hundreds of families streamed for safe areas, although refugees also feared skirmishes in adjoining municipalities. Businesses closed down. About the only places open were hospitals and funeral parlors. 

Camp Aguinaldo said a bomb concealed in plastic and planted inside a cart ripped through the city’s international fish port, killing 13 people and injuring over a dozen others. Most of the victims were employees of the port. The military did not have a list of names, as of press time. Almost simultaneously, a bomb inside a taxi exploded in front of a municipal building, killing one woman, and another bomb exploded outside a second city building, killing one man, they said. At the crowded city market, a bomb in a mortar shell exploded, injuring many others. Sr. Inspector Jonathan Seranillo said cops found and defused another bomb inside the Jose Catolico Puericulture Center an hour after the blasts. 

He quoted intelligence officers as saying around 1,500 new MILF cadres have been deployed to key Mindanao cities and given bombing missions as tests. 

The city hall blast shattered windows of the old and new local government buildings. General Santos City Mayor Adelbert W. Antonino said he had asked commercial establishments to close shop to allow easier monitoring of strangers. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/04/top_stories/20000504top1.html
Wed 5/3/00

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) yesterday urged President Estrada to declare a ceasefire in four Mindanao provinces or face a spillover of violence in Luzon and the Visayas. Unless Malacañang officially declares a ceasefire, MILF vice chairman for political affairs Al Haj Murad said Muslim rebels would hit major urban centers nationwide. “There will be war the likes of which this country has never seen before,” warned MILF technical committee vice chair Lanang Ali. 

Rebels fired rockets on government installations in Maguindanao, including the main headquarters of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division, and left prosperous General Santos City a ghost town after a series of bombings. Moro guerrillas also raided Army detachments in Parang, Maguindanao, and Carmen, North Cotabato, killing two soldiers and wounding two others. They seized 200 people Tuesday night, and two other batches of 70 and 300 people yesterday morning, but released all captives after a few hours. Clashes worsened in nearby Lanao del Sur and North Cotabato provinces, MILF Vice Chairman Murad Ibrahim said. Major Julieto Ando, 6th ID spokesm said government forces suffered 12 fatalities and 40 wounded in the continuing clearing operation along the Narciso Ramos Highway. He claimed 85 rebels were killed and 140 wounded since fighting broke out Friday. Five civilians were killed and seven others wounded when MILF rebels harassed Barangays Pagangan, Bagolibas and Mateo in Aleosan, Cotabato yesterday. Dozens of civilians were also hurt during in the Narciso Ramos skirmishes. 

In Manila, Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes fended off criticism for a series of MILF attacks that left a huge swathe of Mindanao in chaos and temporarily trapped hundreds of people in life-threatening situations. “We cannot do everything at once; we cannot be everywhere,” Reyes said as he defended troops performance in the provinces of Maguidanao, Lanao del Norte, Lanao del Sur and North and South Cotabato. Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Gov. Nur Misuari, who is trying to resolve the Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis in Sulu, appealed for a halt to military operations in Mindanao before war engulfs other regions. Press Secretary Ricardo Puno insisted the AFP remained in control of the situation but admitted the MILF had succeeded in bringing the war to heavily-populated areas. Speaker Manuel Villar called on rebels to avoid dragging civilians into skirmishes. He also expressed confidence in President Estrada’s sincerity to reach a peace settlement in Mindanao. 

Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado and Senate President Franklin Drilon both nixed calls to declare a state of emergency. Drilon warned a state of emergency would send wrong signals and add to the country’s economic woes. Under Sec. 18, Art. VII of the Philippine Constitution, the President may suspend the writ of habeas corpus or place any part of the country under martial law in cases of invasion or rebellion. Within 48 hours, the Chief Executive must submit a report to Congress. A majority vote of the two chambers can revoke the presidential proclamation. 

In related developments, MILF sources confirmed chief government negotiator retired general Adgardo Batenga informed them last April 26 of Malacañang’s firm refusal to discuss any independence for Muslim areas in Mindanao. Instead, the government asked rebels to list alternatives which would form the base of new peace discussions. Unrest threatened to escalate even among moderates, with a leader of a 15,000-strong group of former Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) warriors warning Army officials of a return to fighting should military activities continue harming livelihood in Lanao del Sur. The MILF said clashes continued in the towns of Buldon, Matanog and Talayan in Maguindanao. Fighting also erupted in Pikit and Aleosan in North Cotabato, and in Balabagan and Kapatagan in Lanao del Sur, where a major rebel headquarters is located. 

Fighting flared last Friday when the military launched air and  ground attacks on about 700 Muslim guerrillas on the western boundary of the MILF’s 3,000-hectare main base. The AFP assault came barely six hours after rebel and government negotiators had agreed to tackle “normalization” of Mindanao during the fourth round peace talks scheduled on May 16-17.¨ 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/04/top_stories/20000504top2.html
Thu 5/4/00

Authorities in the Philippines say Islamist rebels on the southern island of Basilan executed a priest during a clash with government troops on Wednesday. Father Ruel Gallardo was among 29 hostages - mostly children - being held by the rebels on the island. 15 were freed on Wednesday after the gunfight at a river crossing. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said the priest had been bound head and foot, and had died from a bullet to the head. The BBC correspondent in Manila says it is the first confirmed case of an execution by the kidnappers from the Abu Sayyaf group, who are also holding another group of hostages, including foreign tourists, on the nearby island of Jolo. Ten of the hostages on Basilan are still missing. Mr Mercado said he had no reports of any casualties among the hostages on Jolo island, where troops also clashed with the rebels on Wednesday. He said the hostages had been divided into five groups, but none had been moved far from the bamboo hut they were taken to after their abduction from the Malaysian resort island of Sipadan 11 days ago. The empty hut was seized by troops on Wednesday, after an exchange of fire, which apparently occurred as the hostages were being moved. Mr Mercado said the area was sealed off, to prevent rebels leaving, or receiving reinforcements. Our correspondent says it is highly unlikely that the hostages, many of whom are sick, have access to sufficient food, clean water, or medicine. Philippines officials described the operation to free the hostages on Basilan as a success, despite the death of four of the hostages, and 11 soldiers who took part. Five of the rescued hostages were injured, one seriously. They said they had been taken from the main Abu Sayyaf camp on Saturday, and forced to walk each night through the forests. Abu Sayyaf is the smaller of two groups fighting for a separate Islamic state in the impoverished Mindanao region of the southern Philippines, where most of the five million Muslims in this overwhelmingly Catholic country live. It has threatened to behead its hostages if its demands - which include a large ransom - are not met. The group's claim to have beheaded two teachers last month triggered the government attack on its Basilan base.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_735000/735770.stm
Thu 5/4/00 

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - Besides recuperating from injuries they sustained in the hostage drama, the rescued captives of the Abu Sayyaf in this province will also have to bear with psychological and emotional wounds. In interviews conducted by ABS-CBN, the child captives recounted how they saw Claretian priest Fr. Roel Gallardo being beaten up almost everyday by Abu Sayyaf members. His toenails were also removed one by one during captivity, they said. The adult female hostages, on the other hand, were slapped each time they refused to answer their captors' questions. After more than a month of captivity, 15 Abu Sayyaf hostages were rescued on Wednesday by the military. Five of the captives, three children and two schoolteachers, were wounded in the operations. Eight remaining captives, however, were taken by fleeing Abu Sayyaf rebels to a yet unknown location. The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) revealed Thursday that the Abu Sayyaf shot and killed four of its adult hostages as the rebels tried to escape Wednesday's rescue operations in Barangay Kumalaran, in this province's capital, Isabela. In an interview on DZMM, Southern Command chief Maj. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva confirmed the fatalities, namely Claretian priest Fr. Roel Gallardo, and schoolteachers Ruben Democrito, Annabel Mendoza, and Editha Lumam. He said they were shot with armalite rifles by fleeing Abu Sayyaf rebels. The bodies of Gallardo and Democrito were found handcuffed. The four civilian fatalities were all riddled with bullets in the back. "Fr. Gallardo's hands were tied. Armalites were surely used to kill the hostages." An Associated Press (AP) report earlier stated that a priest, Fr. Martin Jumoad, who was one of the first to see the dead hostages, said the captives had also been hacked on the arms and in other parts of their bodies. The latest medico-legal findings support Jumaod's claim. Villanueva also said four bodies of Abu Sayyaf rebels were found at the site of the rescue operations. He added that he has yet to confirm if Abu Sayyaf spokesperson Abu Sabaya is among the dead.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000505007
Thu 5/4/00 

QUEZON CITY (ABS-CBN) - The 21 hostages of the Muslim terrorist group Abu Sayyaf in Sulu have been separated by their captors into five groups, in an attempt to elude military troops, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado confirmed on Thursday. Four hostages were put in the custody of one Dr. Abu; another four under Saajid Hayudini; five under Radullan Sahiron; four under Galib Andang alias Commander Robot, and another four under Mujib Susukan. Mercado also confirmed the hostages are still within the vicinity of Barangay Bandang in Talipao town and are being guarded by 150 Abu Sayyaf members. "Some of them were moved about 500 meters away from their original location, while the others about one kilometer," Mercado said. He likewise clarified that Commander Susukan, who was reported killed in a shootout Wednesday, is still alive and only suffered minor gunshot wounds in the leg. An earlier report stated that Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) military integrees killed Susukan who was supposedly running after two hostages who tried to escape. Mercado reiterated that reports of the supposed deaths of two foreign captives are unfounded. 

The Defense secretary insisted that the military has not conducted any "operation" against the Abu Sayyaf, besides cordoning off the coastal areas of Sulu to keep the kidnappers from escaping. "Last night they attempted to break through (the military cordon) but they retreated when they were fired at. There is no truth to reports of a military rescue operation for the hostages. (The Abu Sayyaf) claimed that two foreign hostages were killed, but Sulu governor Abdusakur Tan and our military operative refuted the story." 

However, another Abu Sayyaf commander identified as Turab, claimed on Thursday that two foreigners held hostage by the Abu Sayaf have died. He said a female hostage died of a heart attack, while a male hostage died from a gunshot wound. He also belied military reports that Susukan was killed. 

Malacañang continued to reject the demand of the Abu Sayyaf to involve the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the United Nations in hostage release negotiations. Among the hostages are French, German, South African, Finnish, Lebanese, Malaysian, and Filipino nationals. "Bringing the matter to the OIC or the UN will only internationalize the event and that is precisely what the Abu Sayyaf wants. From the very beginning, all they want is publicity and all kind of exposure they will be getting is already an achievement on their part," said Press undersecretary Mike Toledo. 

Meanwhile, a 12-man delegation from Malaysia proceeded to Zamboanga on Thursday, despite the advice of Secretary Siazon. They met with Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao governor Nur Misuari, the Philippine government's chief negotiator, to assess the hostage crisis. The Malaysian contingent brought medical supplies for the foreign hostages. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000505009
Thu 5/4/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Twelve soldiers were wounded in an ambush on Thursday morning, as members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) fired at a military truck and an armored tank at the boundary of Aleosan and Pikit in North Cotabato. The soldiers are members of the Army's 27th Infantry Battalion tasked to patrol the Cotabato-Davao highway in Tumada, Barangay Nalapaan, Aleosan. Only five of the wounded soldiers have been identified: James de la Cruz, Edward Panet, Nonito Sorongon, Lolito Bares, and Redy Bagamundo. The MILF rebels reportedly used the area of Nalapaan in Pikit for hiding. The attack came after more than 50 armed MILF members on Wednesday midnight shelled an Army patrol base in Barangay Bagumbayan, Tulunan in Cotabato. No one was reported injured. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000505013
Thu 5/4/00

CAMP EDILBERTO EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Oro City - About 18 Philippine separatist guerrillas were killed and scores were reported wounded when a fierce gunbattle between government forces and MILF rebels erupted anew after almost two weeks lull in Lanao del Sur, an Army spokesman said.

Maj. Johnny L. Macanas, regional army division spokesman, said Brig. Gen. Roy A. Cimatu, Northern Mindanao Fourth Infantry (Diamond) Division chief, ordered his Brigade, Task Force Diamond 11, and battalion commanders to reinforce the forces of Brig. Gen. Emmanuel Teodocio, 1st Marine Brigade commander in Lanao del Sur province, who are currently battling the MILF forces. General Cimatu also ordered the deployment of enough holding forces to secure the various town centers and state-owned National Power Corp. (Napocor) in Lanao del Sur and Marawi City. 

The fresh gunbattle occurred along the boundary of Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao. "Marine troops personally led by General Teodocio, on their way to clear parts of the Narciso Ramos Highway linking the Lanao and Cotabato provinces when engaged heavily armed MILF rebels at 11 am. Eight Marine soldiers were wounded in the first volley of fire. General Teodocio reported to General Cimatu that fighting was intense along the Matanog portion of the Narciso Ramos highway where the MILF rebels have set up several checkpoints, which rendered the highway inaccessible to government, troops and commuters, Maj. Macanas said. "Marine troops were able to capture the MILF's forward defense line in Dayanga, Matanog, Maguindanao, overlooking the highway," Major Macanas said. Government combat troops recovered three bodies of MILF rebels, three B40 rockets, six rounds of B40 and one M16 rifle while fierce fighting still ongoing as of press time. 

Meanwhile, three persons were critically injured when two buses were burned down by unidentified heavily armed men along the Bukidnon-Davao boundary road Thursday evening. The incident occurred in Purok I, barangay Loreza, Kitaotao, Bukidnon. Reports reaching the office of Chief Supt. Ruben V. Cabagnot, Police Regional Office 10 regional director based at Camp Alagar here, said the first bus was bound from Cagayan de Oro City to Davao City while the other was bound toward the opposite direction when heavily armed men flagged down the vehicles and set them a fire. As of press time, combined combat elements of Army's 403rd Brigade and Bukidnon police office were tracking down the fleeing armed band, Supt. Arturo Invento, PRO 10 operation officer, said.  

In a press conference held at Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said that at least 143,812 persons have been evacuated to 74 government evacuation centers in several conflict-stricken areas of Maguindanao, North Cotabato, South Cotabato, Lanao del Norte, Lanao del Sur, Basilan, and Sulu.

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN050502.asp
Thu 5/4/00

COTABATO CITY--''Low-intensity'' fighting persisted yesterday around the airport here, but elsewhere the violence had largely subsided, Agence France Presse quoted local military officials as saying. The Kabacan-Aleosan stretch of the Davao-Cotabato highway, the Narciso Ramos Highway linking Cotabato and Marawi cities, and the Cotabato-Bukidnon highway via Carmen, North Cotabato remained closed for the third day yesterday. But the Cotabato-Isulan, Sultan Kudarat stretch of the Cotabato-General Santos highway was reopened to traffic after the military drove away Moro Islamic Liberation Front guerrillas. Stranded vehicles in Kabacan and Aleosan were allowed passage at 5:30 p.m., escorted by the military. Later, however, the road was again closed to traffic. Residents of Pikit and Aleosan towns in North Cotabato and Pagalungan and Pagagawan in Maguindano, isolated since early Tuesday morning because of the closure of the Kabacan-Aleosan road, complained of lack of food and fuel supply. 

Government forces and MILF rebels continued to engage in firefights in various areas in North Cotabato, including Nalapaan in Aleosan town, Barangay Mudsing in Midsayap, and Tulunan. 

Col. Hermogenes Esperon, Jr., chief of the 602nd Infantry Brigade, told the INQUIRER that soldiers clashed with the rebels at 9 a.m. in Nalapaan adjacent to Barangay Pagangan, where the rebels stopped buses and blocked the highway on Tuesday. Esperon said a militiaman was injured in the clash. 

In other developments: 

The National Power Corp. yesterday assured Mindanao residents a steady supply of electricity. But it appealed to the military to help keep its plants and transmission lines safe from saboteurs. 

Philippine Airlines will resume daily flights to General Santos City today, but regular service to Cotabato City remains suspended until further notice. 

Bombs exploded Wednesday night in General Santos, Cotabato and Pagadian cities, but no one was hurt. A bomb also exploded in Barangay Bankerohan in Ipil town, Zamboanga del Sur at 1 a.m. yesterday, seriously injuring a son of a Muslim imam, Mayor Rey Andre Olegario said. 

In Matanog, Maguindanao, Capt. Lito Aso, 6th Infantry Division spokesperson, said four Moro rebels, including a field commander, were killed early yesterday. 

In Malacañang, Assistant Press Secretary Michael Toledo said the fact that the MILF was resorting to terrorism showed that the government was making headway in its military operations against the rebel group. 

At least 16 civilians died in the crossfire between the warring forces. Eight were killed by mortar shelling in Maguindanao--two newly married men, a week-old baby and her mother and four little girls, the last three dying along the way because even health personnel were not allowed passage on the Narciso Ramos Highway. Five were killed by mortar shelling and strafing in Aleosan and Carmen towns in North Cotabato, and three in the bombings in General Santos City which were allegedly perpetrated by the MILF. 

At least 41 civilians have been listed wounded as of Wednesday--10 in Matanog, five in Barangay Daiwan, Datu Odin Sinsuat town also in Maguindanao, and 26 in General Santos. The mayor and police chief, along with the rest of the officials of Matanog, have ''evacuated'' to neighboring Parang town on orders of the Marines. 

A soldier and 17 Moro rebels were killed as fresh fighting erupted in Pagangan, Aleosan, North Cotabato, which the rebels had controlled since Tuesday. Soldiers of the 27th Infantry Battalion forced their way through Pagangan and Crossing Tomado in Aleosan at 8 a.m. yesterday and engaged some 100 MILF rebels 50 meters from the national highway.They were on board an M-35 truck when ambushed by the rebels. 

A May 2 disaster update from the Department of Social Welfare and Development said there were 2,435 persons or 490 families now seeking shelter in evacuation sites in Aloesan, Cotabato and in the Maguindanao municipalities of Buldon and Matanog. But in Lanao del Norte, evacuees have started to go home, with only seven of 23 evacuation centers in operation now. In Aleosan, three public markets and schools were converted into evacuation centers for 374 families or 1,669 persons. On the other hand, North Cotabato Gov. Emmanuel Piñol said some 30,000 to 40,000 residents had been displaced by the fighting. He said others had fled their homes because of misinformation. He said there was a need to place North Cotabato under a ''state of calamity'' after visiting various evacuation centers in the province. In Maguindanao, provincial health officer Dr. Tahir Sulaik said Wednesday that at least 70,000 residents had been displaced in Matanog, Barira and Buldon towns. 

The bombings have alarmed the General Santos City Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which said these could jeopardize the economic momentum taking place in the South Cotabato-Sultan Kudarat-Sarangani-General Santos (Socsksargen) area. Three bombs went off five minutes of one another Wednesday noon, while a fourth bomb exploded at around 9 p.m. inside the 20-megawatt sub-station of the South Cotabato Electric Cooperative II in Lanoy, Barangay Calumpang. The explosion cut off power supply to at least eight barangays. The Commercial Bankers Association of General Santos announced on Thursday that banks in the city remained closed. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may05/news/news_2.htm
Fri 5/5/00 

Jolo: All 21 hostages, including 10 foreign tourists, kidnapped by Muslim rebels from a diving resort are alive and being held in a single location outside a military encirclement, sources close to the negotiators said yesterday. Several emissaries sent by negotiators trying to free the hostages were able to visit the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers at their hideout on Thursday, the sources said. All 21 hostages were in the same house as the kidnappers, the sources said. The emissaries' account contradicted earlier reports that the hostages had been divided into different groups and that some had either died during a clash with the military or had escaped. On Thursday, the Defence Secretary, Mr Orlando Mercado, said the hostages were being held at five locations. Contacts between the kidnappers and the negotiators were cut earlier this week by military operations in the area. Hundreds of troops and police formed a cordon around the area where the hostages were believed to be held, and a series of clashes erupted on Tuesday and Wednesday as the rebels tried to escape. The emissaries' report is the first indicating that the kidnappers may have been able to break through the military encirclement. On Wednesday, troops seized the simple bamboo hut where the hostages had been held, but found no-one inside. No bloodstains or bullet holes were evident. On the nearby island of Basilan, troops continued to search for Abu Sayyaf rebels who are believed to be still holding several people from a separate group of 27 Filipino hostages seized nearly seven weeks ago. Fifteen of the hostages were rescued by troops on Wednesday, but four, including a Roman Catholic priest, were killed.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/0005/06/world/world04.html
Fri 5/5/00 

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A bomb exploded in a Shell gasoline station in Matina, Davao City shortly after 8:00PM. The home-made bomb was planted in a parking area near Shell's convenience store. No one was reported injured in the explosion. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000506014
Fri 5/5/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The Philippine National Police (PNP) in Davao is on double red alert following a grenade blast that hit a mosque now serving as a Muslim school in Ilang Tibungco at 1:20 a.m., Friday, in this city. No one was reported injured in the explosion. The mosque was transformed into a school where "Madrasa" or Arabic is being taught to Muslim schoolchildren. Investigations revealed that the unidentified suspects boarded a red pick-up after the explosion and proceeded toward the city's downtown area. They were said to backed by two men on a motorcycle. Police reinforcements came after the blast. Authorities are now pursuing the suspects at all the city's checkpoints. The blast occurred at the height of skirmishes between government troops and the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in central Mindanao.

Meanwhile, in a DZMM interview, Davao City mayor Benjamin de Guzman said the people in the city are going about their normal activities. He added that city officials are monitoring the events around Mindanao and are prepared for any eventuality. "Davao City goes on with its normal activities. We have troops in mountainous areas. We have mobile checkpoints now and then. I've assured the people not to worry. The nightlife goes on. The Army, police, and Navy are close by but will call on them only if necessary." 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000506003
Fri 5/5/00

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A triple red alert was declared over South Cotabato, after a bomb exploded at a local radio station at about 2:45 a.m., Friday, in the capital town of Koronadal. Two unidentified men riding motorcycles were reportedly seen lobbing an explosive at the Bombo Radyo station in Koronadal. Although no one was hurt, the impact of the blast shattered Bombo Radyo's glass windows. Two explosive devices were also found at the ABS-CBN station in this city, which had earlier received a bomb threat. 

Amid the Moro Islamic Liberation Front's (MILF's) declaration of a 48-hour unilateral ceasefire with the government, Governor Hilario de Pedro said the local government doubts the sincerity of the secessionist rebels, citing the latest bombing incident.

Later Friday afternoon, two bombs were found inside a carton in Wakar Wharf, a pier in this city. Authorities believe the perpetrators were supposed to set off the bombs aboard the M/V Princess of Orient, which was on drydock at the time. Apparently, the constant presence of the military and local police forced the suspects to abandon the bombs instead. The explosives were reportedly placed inside two bottles filled with gunpowder and surrounded by nails taped to the containers. A local bomb squad defused the improvised explosive.

A number of establishments in General Santos City have received bomb threats in the past few days. Among these is the local ABS-CBN station, which received two calls early Friday morning saying that two persons posing as beggars would plant a bomb inside the station's compound. The calls were received at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. However, no bombs went off. The ABS-CBN General Santos station is located along Magsaysay Avenue, in the city's downtown area. The bomb threat came two days after MILF rebels were blamed for three separate explosions which killed two people.

An MILF commander, meanwhile, admitted to the series of bomb attacks in General Santos and other parts of South Cotabato. "We will not give up terrorism until the government responds to our demands." Commander Faizal Akmad told ABS-CBN's TV Patrol, amid a ceasefire declared by an MILF superior. Last Wednesday, bombs rocked the GenSan International Fishport public market, the city hall, and the sub-station of power distributor South Cotabato Electric Cooperative-2 (Socoteco 2). The impact of the blast caused a 30-hour brown-out in one third of General Santos' City's total area. On Thursday, Muslim secessionist rebels reportedly plotted to bomb the General Santos City airport and burn a public market.

Governor De Pedro revealed a vigilante group has assembled to gather data on MILF rebel movements in the province. In a TV Patrol interview, the South Cotabato governor said the still unnamed vigilante group is composed of some members of the radio, motorcycle, and shooters clubs in the region.   

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000506016
Fri 5/5/00 

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A soldier was killed while three others were wounded at about Thursday midnight when suspected Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels ambushed a six-by-six Army truck in Sitio Purong, Tungawan, Zamboanga del Sur. Philippine National Police (PNP) Regional Command chief Dominador Domingo said the Army contingent was shot at by suspected MILF members led by a certain Kamlon Awalon. The suspects reportedly torched the Army truck and escaped carrying with them the soldiers' firearms and artillery. The ambush victims have yet to be identified.

Napocor power structure bombed

Meanwhile, a National Power Corporation (Napocor) wooden tower was bombed in Barangay Kanakan Kabasalan in Zamboanga del Sur. The structure reportedly carries 59,000 power lines that service three to five towns in the region. The blast occured at 7 a.m. Friday, hours after the ambush of military servicemen in Tungawan. Napocor officer-in-charge Marlon Parod said the tower was slightly damaged but not destroyed. "Nothing serious happened. The tower was damaged but it was not toppled down. Repairs are ongoing." Parod said.The suspects in the bombing have yet to be identified.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000506015
Fri 5/5/00 

COTABATO CITY--The Moro Islamic Liberation Front at 11:20 a.m. yesterday declared a 48-hour unilateral ceasefire that was to take effect at 6 a.m. today. At 3:30 p.m. or barely four hours after the announcement of the ceasefire, fighting between soldiers and MILF rebels erupted anew some 500 meters along the highway in Aleosan, North Cotabato. Government troops again closed the Kabacan-Aleosan stretch of the Davao-Cotabato highway. 

More explosions

In Davao City, a homemade bomb with a timing fuse exploded just outside the Select convenience store of a Shell gas station along Matina at 8 p.m. last night, 19 hours after a grenade exploded outside an Islamic school. In both incidents, no one was hurt. Last night's blast shattered two glass panels on the left side of the main entrance. Bomb experts said the explosive was hidden in a clay pot under a shrub.  Mayor Benjamin de Guzman said the explosion was apparently not intended to hurt anybody. ''Maybe some groups wanted to send us some message...wanted us to know they are in the city.'' ''These bombers know the strategic importance of Davao City being Mindanao's political center,'' he said. 

At dawn yesterday, grenades exploded in several areas in Mindanao, including the compound of a radio station in Koronadal, South Cotabato, and a madrasah (Islamic school) in the outskirts of Davao City. No one was hurt. 

Two unidentified men riding a yellow motorcycle lobbed a grenade outside an old mosque-turned-madrasah at a predominantly Moro village along the highway in Barangay Ilang, Tibungco, 18 kilometers north of downtown Davao City. The blast carved a shallow hole on the ground outside the school. Chief Insp. Fe Basan, Bunawan police station chief, said the explosion was not intended to harm anyone and may have been pulled off by persons or groups who wanted to anger the Moro community in the wake of the fighting between government forces and Moro rebels in other parts of Mindanao. Basan said experts were still determining the type of grenade used. But another police source noted that judging from its serial number, M204A2MA176J001-001-9-76, it was the type recently issued by the Armed Forces. 

In Koronadal, two motorcycle-riding men lobbed a fragmentation grenade inside the compound of Bombo Radyo, shattering the glass window of its broadcast center and the windshield and headlights of the station's vehicle. Hermie Legaspi, an employee of Bombo Radyo Marbel, said the attack could be a handiwork of a third party which was just riding on the present situation. Ed Cabalu, legal counsel and member of the MILF technical committee, as well as media practitioners in the South Cotabato-Sarangani-General Santos area, condemned the attack. 

Two more bombs exploded in Pagadian City yesterday morning, knocking down the National Power Corp.'s transformer and an electric post. At least two villages of Kabasalan, Zamboanga del Sur, suffered a brief power outage. Supt. Antonio Garado, deputy police director of Zamboanga del Sur, said the first explosion occurred around 6 a.m. in the vicinity of Barangay Sta. Clara. Minutes later, another explosion rocked the nearby village of Canacan, destroying an electric post. 

In Tungawan, Zamboanga del Sur, heavily armed men ambushed an Army convoy, killing one soldier and wounding two others at dawn. 

Maguindanao health chief Dr. Tahir Sulaik said more than 100,000 persons had been displaced in the week-long war. Defense Secretary Mercado, who chairs the National Disaster Coordinating Council, distributed P1 million in disaster assistance to Maguindanao and P500,000 each to Cotabato City, Parang, Buldon, Matanog, Barira, Datu Odin Sinsuat and Pagalungan. He also distributed relief items. Cotabato City is housing some 5,000 evacuees who fled the war-torn towns in Maguindanao. It is not certain if Mercado also distributed funds for the five affected towns of North Cotabato, where at least 43,000 evacuees are housed in public schools in Midsayap, Aleosan, Pikit, Kabacan and Carmen towns. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may06/news/news_2.htm
Fri 5/5/00

JOLO, Sulu--After pinpointing the new hideout of Abu Sayyaf gunmen holding 21 hostages, the military closed in on the area yesterday but ruled out an immediate rescue operation, military officials said. Military sources said the rebels were holding the two Filipino and 19 foreign hostages in a cluster of houses in the large town of Talipao, which is mostly made up of coconut plantations. A border scout said he spotted some of the hostages and their abductors outside five huts along a stream in Lumping village at the foot of Mt. Dao in Talipao. They had been moved seven kilometers from a previous Abu Sayyaf hideout in Bandang. ''I saw some white people but I did not know how many,'' Hadji Asjada Abdu, local militia unit chief, told Agence France Presse. ''The place is near a stream and about two hours walk. It is one of the hardest to reach because of the treacherous, forested, steep terrain and you need to pass through deep creeks from where you can see advancing troops,'' he said. 

Abdu, a 56-year-old former guerrilla of the Moro National Liberation Front, said first he saw the hostages on Wednesday and they had been there as late as this afternoon. He pinpointed the exact location of the hostages to the military. He did not provide details regarding the condition of the hostages or the abductors, some of whom were believed wounded in fighting with government troops. 

Several emissaries sent by negotiators attempting to free the hostages were able to visit the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers at their hideout on Thursday, sources told the Associated Press. The sources, who are close to the negotiators, said all 21 hostages were being held in one house outside a military encirclement. If true, the emissaries' report is the first indicating that the kidnappers may have been able to break through the military cordon. Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan said the hostages ''are intact, in the same area.'' 

Some 2,000 troopers, including members of the former Moro National Liberation Front, have spread around the hills of Jolo to cut off escape routes. ''Government forces are near the hideouts where the captives are being kept,'' said Sulu police chief Candido Casimiro. ''We are closing in on the area,'' he said. ''The move is not aimed at a rescue operation'' but largely to keep away any reinforcement effort by the Abu Sayyaf, he said. 

The rebels split their hostages into small groups and tried repeatedly on Thursday to break through the encircling troops, officials said. Southern Command spokesman Hilario Atendido said there had been no new attempts to get out yesterday. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said on Thursday that the Abu Sayyaf gunmen had split the hostages into five groups. Casimiro said the five units of Muslim extremists were close together. 

One of the kidnappers' spokesmen, Abu Escobar, yesterday renewed a rebel threat to execute two of the captives. ''They (rebel leaders) are assessing the situation but if the fighting in Basilan continues, we might even invite the media to witness the actuality (of the execution),'' he said, referring to an ongoing military operation against another Abu Sayyaf group still holding eight to 12 Filipino hostages. He repeated the threat in an interview with radio station dxRZ. The rebels first made the threat to execute two of the Jolo hostages on Tuesday after the military surrounded their lair. Last month, the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan claimed to have beheaded two male hostages there, a claim which turned out to be false. 

The Jolo hostages, who were abducted from a Malaysian dive resort on April 23, include tourists from Germany, France, South Africa, Finland and Lebanon as well as resort workers from the Philippines and Malaysia. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may06/news/news_3.htm
Fri 5/5/00

JOLO, Sulu -- Abu Sayyaf members managed to break through a tight military encirclement here and have moved their 21 hostages to another location, senior security officials said yesterday. A combined military and police force has inched closer to the new hideout but ruled out an immediate rescue operation. Sources close to government negotiators also said all 21 hostages are alive. "Government forces are near the hideouts where the captives are being kept," said Sulu police director Col. Candido Casimiro. "We are closing in on the area." 

He added that "the move is not aimed at a rescue operation" but largely to keep away any reinforcement effort by the Abu Sayyaf.

Nine Malaysians, a German family of three, two French nationals, two Finnish men, a South African couple and a Lebanese woman, along with two Filipinos, were abducted from the Malaysian island resort of Sipadan off Borneo on Easter Sunday. The hostages were turned over to the Abu Sayyaf in Jolo.

Col. Ernesto de Guzman, chief of staff of the AFP Southern Command (Southcom), said soldiers, including members of the former Muslim rebel group Moro National Liberation Front, had cordoned off suspected lairs of the Abu Sayyaf.

Military sources said the rebels were holding the hostages in a cluster of houses in the large town of Talipao comprising mostly coconut plantations. "Before, they were in the center of Bandang village (in Talipao town), but now they have moved to the fringes and possibly assimilated with villagers who are sympathizers of the rebels," a source said.

A border scout said he spotted some of the 21 hostages and their abductors in a remote village. Hadji Asda Abdu, a local militia unit chief, told Agence France Press that he saw the hostages outside five huts along a stream in Lumping village. The village is at the foot of Mt. Dao in Talipao. They had been moved seven kilometers from a previous hideout in Bandang. "I saw some white people but I did not know how many," said Abdu, a 56-year-old former MNLF guerrillas. Abdu pinpointed the exact location of the hostages to the military, which is closing in on the extremists. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 5/5/00 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY -- Hours after receiving bomb attack warnings, residents of Koronadal, South Cotabato were rocked by a grenade explosion in the compound of a radio station before dawn yesterday. The explosion followed an explosion in front of the University of Mindanao in Davao City and another blast in Pagadian City. 

A Vietnam-type grenade exploded at around 2:45 a.m. just four feet from the main door of the Bombo Radyo broadcast center in Barangay Sto. Niño, Koronadal. Six people inside the radio station were unhurt, but the explosion damaged a glass window and a parked vehicle. 

The Davao blast, meanwhile, was the first in the relatively peaceful, predominantly Christian city. Initial reports said an unidentified person in a yellow motorcycle lobbed a grenade at the university before speeding off. 

In other areas, two explosions ripped through Pagadian City the other night, wounding one person. One bomb exploded at the back of the house of a Muslim cleric in the town of Ipil before dawn Thursday, injuring the cleric's son. A second bomb went off at the nearly deserted Pagadian public square late Wednesday, but no one was injured. 

Police Superintendent Paisal Umpa said the blasts might have been a "diversionary move" by Muslim separatist rebels who have been fighting government forces in Mindanao this week. Military sources, on the other hand, said suspected Christian vigilantes retaliating for MILF's aggression could be behind the attack on the Muslim cleric. Ipil Mayor Rey Andre Olegario said it was the third bombing incident in his town since Sunday. He said armed MILF fighters were seen in districts of the predominantly Christian town. The town was razed by Abu Sayyaf extremists in April 1995, leaving 53 people dead.

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/8/00

MILITARY officials admitted yesterday being “disturbed” by the rising number of government casualties in two weeks of violence in Mindanao that have killed 54 soldiers, and wounded 247 others. As President Estrada visited 93 wounded soldiers at the V. Luna Medical Center in Quezon City—rewarding each man with P20,000—ranking military officials expressed frustration at rules and procedures that “hamper military offensives.” Mr. Estrada spent almost an hour at the Heroes’ Ward, presenting troops Wounded Personnel Medals and promoting them to the next higher rank. The AFP sources, who also said 18 soldiers were missing in action, told THE MANILA TIMES soldiers were chafing at the slow pace of negotiations with Abu Sayyaf rebels holding 21 hostages from Malaysia in Talipao, Sulu. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/09/top_stories/20000509top5.html
Mon 5/8/00

JOLO, Sulu -- Haggard but free, 26-year-old Patrick Viray says Moro guerrillas wished him good luck before dumping him on a highway after three months in captivity. "I was treated well," the unshaven Allied Bank teller said yesterday, a day after Abu Sayyaf (Father of the Sword) rebels abruptly freed him here. For part of the time, Viray was kept in a jungle hideout with 21 hostages -- nine Malaysians, three Germans, two French, two South Africans, two Finns, two Filipinos and one Lebanese -- seized two weeks ago at a Malaysian diving resort. "They are OK, although the old woman is a bit sickly," said Viray, thin but showing no injuries. He was apparently referring to German Renate Wallert, one of six female hostages among the 21. Wallert, from Gottingen city in northern Germany, was abducted with her husband Werner and son Marc.

Wrenching television footage last Sunday showed Renate Wallert on a makeshift stretcher as mortar shells exploded nearby. Other hostages, looking exhausted and frightened, gathered around her, lifted her head and made her drink out of a plastic bottle. Lebanese hostage Marie Moarbes said the woman was in urgent need of medical care. "The urgent thing now is to get the Red Cross and to get her out of here, because she's had at least three strokes in four days and nobody here is a doctor, nobody here can care for her and she's in a very critical situation," Moarbes said in the television footage.

'Not only after money'

Wearing shorts, a t-shirt and slippers, Viray offered no criticism of his Abu Sayyaf captors who left him on a highway last Sunday. He took a small bus to reach his home in Jolo town, 20 kilometers away. Viray's wife, Pinky, said he was released after payment for "board and lodging," a local euphemism for ransom, but she did not specify the amount. Military intelligence sources said Viray's family paid P200,000. The extremist group earlier had demanded a P2-million ransom. Abu Sayyaf rebels, led by Commander Robot, snatched him during a cycling holiday with friends in Jolo last Feb. 5. He is the president of the Jolo Cycling Association.

The Abu Sayyaf rebels holding the 21 hostages have not spelled out their demands, but hostages' relatives have said they were seeking ransom. "They are not only after money," Viray said. "They are fighting for something. They have a cause." The Abu Sayyaf is one of two groups fighting to carve an independent Muslim state in Mindanao. They have a reputation as a hardened militia.

Last March, Abu Sayyaf rebels captured 29 hostages, mostly school children, on Basilan island near Jolo where the 21 other victims are held. Fifteen of the Basilan hostages were rescued but four were killed during a military operation, and two others were beheaded. One woman's breasts were cut off. Eight hostages are still being held. 

Newspapers said Abu Sayyaf guerrillas beheaded two Army soldiers killed in a clash on Sunday and gouged out the eyes of two others.

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/8/00

At least 18 soldiers - nine from the elite Army Scout Rangers and the other nine from the Marines led by a certain Lieutenant Toong - were reported missing and believed captured by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), a military source said yesterday. The source said the soldiers have failed to report to their respective mother units in Matanog, Maguindanao since May 3. The Rangers and the Marines were believed to have encountered an unusually large number of Muslim rebels in two separate encounters along the Narciso Ramos Highway, scene of the most ferocious battles between the military and Muslim rebels during the past two weeks. 

While the military assumes that the soldiers are still alive and in the hands of the rebels, a member of a relief organization reported having seen "dozens of still unretrieved Marines" lying dead on the highway. "It appears that these soldiers were surrounded by the rebels and were isolated from their main unit," said the relief worker, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

An MILF commander told The STAR through two-way radio that at least seven dead soldiers were left by a military contingent, which tried to break through their defense perimeter earlier. "I don't know if these are Army or Marine soldiers," said Talib Mosiri, a commander of one of the rebel units that is blocking the highway. "They miscalculated our strength... so they sustained heavy casualties." A source from a military intelligence unit said the rebels may have been reinforced by their comrades from Basilan and the Zamboanga peninsula. 

Yesterday, at least 15 Muslim rebels and two soldiers were killed while scores were wounded in fresh fighting as a ceasefire fizzled out. The fighting started late Sunday when troops moved to flush out MILF guerrillas occupying the Narciso Ramos Highway, which links several provinces. Two Marines and 15 MILF fighters were killed in clashes near Balabagan town, Maj. Johnny Macanas said. Intelligence reports indicated that two of the dead rebels were brigade commanders, including the brother of MILF chairman Hashim Salamat. "Fighting is sporadic on the Narciso Ramos Highway and a clearing operation on both ends of the 15-kilometer stretch of the highway is continuing," Macanas said.

Clashes were also reported yesterday in the town of Pikit, which is about a kilometer from a major highway connecting the cities of Davao and Cotabato, forcing troops to temporarily close the road. There were no immediate reports of casualties in the Pikit encounter, Army brigade chief Col. Hermogenes Esperon said.

In Lutayan, Sultan Kudarat, about 400 Muslim rebels attacked a detachment of the Army's 64th Infantry Battalion shortly before 10 p.m. on Sunday. Lt. Rolando Bala said the rebels used mortars in the attack. No one was reported killed or injured.

In Sen. Ninoy Aquino town of the same province, an undetermined number of rebels also harassed civilians hours before local officials were to meet with MILF leaders for a peace talk.

In North Cotabato, a group of rebels stormed a farming village, confiscating rice and other provisions from the people. "The civilians there said they were told by the rebels that the rice and other supplies would be used by their comrades holed in Camp Abubakar," said Maj. Julieto Ando, spokesman for the Army's 6th Infantry Division.

Soldiers also engaged five heavily armed MILF rebels in a fierce gunbattle in Barangay Bandang, Talipao, Sulu, bolstering government claims that the MILF has linked up with the Abu Sayyaf. "This is a very strong indication that the MILF and the Abu Sayyaf have forged a tactical alliance," said Col. Jaime Canatoy, chief of the AFP public affairs office. He said the MILF operates mostly in Central and Northern Mindanao, while the Abu Sayyaf conducts its activities in Sulu and Basilan. In Manila, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado sought to assure the public that the Muslim rebellion would be contained while admitting the guerrillas could have formed a "tactical alliance" with other insurgent groups. He rejected calls for a state of emergency in Mindanao.

On Friday, the MILF had called for a 48-hour unilateral ceasefire after a two-week government assault on its main base, Camp Abubakar, in which at least 40 soldiers were killed and 150 others wounded. Government rejected the ceasefire and accused the MILF of working with the Abu Sayyaf, which is holding two sets of hostages in Basilan and Jolo.

In a related development, the communist-led National Democratic Front (NDF) ordered the New People's Army (NPA) to help Muslim rebels in their fight by conducting tactical offensives nationwide. In a radio interview, NDF chairman Luis Jalandoni said their strikes could prompt military officials to pull out some of their troops from Mindanao, where the MILF is being besieged by relentless military assaults. He said more than 40 percent of the Armed Forces' and the Philippine National Police's troops are now in Mindanao. "The NDF is supporting the struggle for self-determination of the Bangsa Moro people and because of the offensive moves of the Estrada regime against the MILF, the NDF is calling all NPA units to launch tactical offensives," Jalandoni said.

The government had accused the MILF of also carrying out bomb and grenade attacks in the past week, killing at least six people and wounding 32 to divert attention from their armed offensives. Jalandoni admitted that some of the bomb attacks were carried out by communist guerrillas, especially on bus companies which do not pay revolutionary taxes. "However, we make sure that civilians will not be hurt by these attacks, that is why we allow them to leave the buses," he said. While he expressed support to the MILF's struggle, Jalandoni said the NDF "does not agree with the taking of non-combatants as prisoners by the Abu Sayyaf." http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/8/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - An explosion rocked Ipil town in Zamboanga del Sur around 7:15 Monday evening. Reports from the provincial government reveals the explosive was lobbed fronting the Dr. Aurelio Mendoza Memorial Colleges. No one was hurt in the incident. The police is presently hunting down the suspects, who have reportedly entered the campus of the Ipil Central School, which runs adjacent to the Aurelio colleges. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/NewsFlash.NSF/BRundown/20000509026
Mon 5/8/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Dead soldiers mutilated by the Abu Sayyaf were among the 13 military fatalities in a Sunday morning raid in Sitio Pampangan, Barangay Canibungan, Lantawan, Basilan. The eyeballs of two soldiers were reportedly plucked out, while another two soldiers were reportedly beheaded. The mutilated soldiers were identified as members of the Philippine Army's 32nd Special Forces Company. Despite the setback, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs chief Col. Jaime Canatoy said the military has intensified its operations not only to rescue the Abu Sayyaf's remaining hostages but to finish off the terrorist group. Despite being outnumbered, four other soldiers survived. The ambush-slay took place just hours before President Estrada arrived in this city to assess the problems hounding Mindanao.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000509042
Tue 5/9/00 

LAGUNA, (ABS-CBN) - Eight communist New People's Army (NPA) rebels were killed on Tuesday in an encounter with Philippine Army and Philippine National Police (PNP) troops in Barangay Bagong Bayan, Paete, this province. No government soldier was reported wounded or killed in the incident that took place at about 7 a.m. Initial reports from Camp Crame reveal the Army's 1st Infantry Battalion and PNP Region 4 operatives were on patrol near an Army detachment in the area when they encountered some 30 NPA rebels. The rebels were reportedly members of the NPA's Melito Glor Command which operates in the Southern Tagalog region. Paete, a communist rebel stronghold, is where the NPA is reportedly keeping hostages seized during a raid on the Dolores police station on November 2, 1999. The group is reportedly holding hostage Quezon police chief Abelardo Martin and Army major Noel Buan. The Army's Task Force Banahaw, which figured in the skirmish, was specifically created to search for the two captives. In an interview with DZMM, PNP Region 4 director Lucas Managuelod said the incident prompted authorities to declare a double red alert. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000510009
Tue 5/9/00

Former Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) rebels who are now soldiers have allowed Muslim extremists to drive through a military cordon in Jolo, Sulu with all 21 mostly foreign hostages, a senior police official said yesterday. The Abu Sayyaf gunmen moved on Monday night from a mountain hideout in Talipao town to the village of Panzol about 20 kilometers away in Patikul town, said the official, who asked not to be named. The abductors put their hostages on board 16 mini jeeps before 9 p.m. Monday and drove away, the police official said. It was believed they used mountain paths unmanned by the military which had put up checkpoints in key areas around the extremists' hideout, the official added. They could have obtained the jeeps through "civilian" contacts, he said. A military statement earlier yesterday said some of the extremists had slipped through the cordon with three Caucasian hostages on Sunday night. 

Details of the breakout were released as the new government negotiator headed for the Abu Sayyaf's jungle camp and special European envoy Javier Solana arrived in Manila to try and end the 16-day hostage crisis. The cordon around the Abu Sayyaf was mostly manned by former Muslim guerrillas reinforcing government forces in Jolo. But the members of the now mainstream Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) "did not take appropriate actions or put up resistance against the Abu Sayyaf, allowing the latter to escape from the cordon/dragnet put up by the government forces," a government report said. A report on the Sunday breakout was sent to the Armed Forces chief Gen. Jose Reyes on Monday night, the military statement said without explaining the delayed dispatch. The hostages include nationals from Germany, France, Finland, South Africa, Lebanon, Malaysia and the Philippines who were snatched from a Malaysian dive resort on April 23.

http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/9/00

Nearly 550 soldiers have been killed and wounded in the recent clashes between government forces and separatist guerrillas in Mindanao. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said government troops have suffered 81 dead and 468 wounded in military operations against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) mainly in Central Mindanao, and the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan and Sulu since April 22.

Twenty-one Marines and Army Scout Rangers remain missing and the military believes they have been "felled by enemy fire," he added. 

In Davao City, the MILF said the 21 missing soldiers were killed by guerrillas during fighting along the Narciso Ramos Highway in Matanog, Maguidanao last week. "Our troops killed all of those who were reported missing," a reliable source within the MILF told The STAR. "In fact there were not only 21, but we know there were 31 of them who died during an encounter with our forces. We have no time to take the soldiers hostage." The remains of the 21 soldiers were reportedly retrieved by workers of the Philippine National Red Cross who were allowed by the MILF to go near the site. 

Army troops discovered a 10-kilometer long trench that links the Narciso Ramos Highway with Camp Abubakar, the MILF's main stronghold in Matanog. Mercado said the trench, which is reinforced by concrete, is estimated to be six meters deep and two meters wide, and is a vital line of the MILF. The other side of the trench is located near the highway from which the MILF unloads supplies of arms, food, and other necessities through numerous checkpoints, he added. "This is where the fighting continues. Obviously, the MILF has prepared this through the years. For you to have a 10-kilometer trench is a huge construction effort," he said. "This (trench) validates our position that the MILF has taken advantage of the peace process to fortify its positions, consolidate its forces and intensify extortion activities." He said the clearing of the Narciso Ramos Highway was ongoing and that there appears to be a "lull" in the MILF's terrorist acts, like bombings, since Monday.

Meanwhile, Mercado said the New People's Army has forged a tactical alliance with the MILF and the Abu Sayyaf to distract military operations in Mindanao. "The encounter between the military and police and communist rebels in Laguna is a confirmation of the alliance," he said. "It's (NPA attacks) expected as per their statements. They want to make noise and make their presence felt and also try to make a show of unity in an effort to buy time for the MILF."

In Davao City, police found a bomb inside a box which was abandoned along a dirt road in Barangay Lubogan in Toril district yesterday. The bomb was intended to harass troops from the Army's 73rd Infantry Battalion whose trucks usually use that road, police added. Government and private offices in Davao City closed early yesterday for fear of bomb explosions, while business establishments have suffered huge losses. "The clashes have caused losses amounting to hundreds of millions of pesos if you consider the economy of Mindanao," said Joji Ilagan-Bian, Mindanao Business Council president.

In Cotabato City, the Awang airport remained closed after being hit by a rocket-propelled grenade fired from MILF positions, according to Maj. Julito Ando, information chief of the Army's 6th Infantry Division. "Still we could not assure the safety of aircraft coming in and out of the airport," he said. "The MILF rebels are just around the surrounding areas."

Ando said fighting between Army troops and MILF guerrillas continue in certain parts of Central Mindanao, especially in the towns of Pikit, Alamada, and Aleoson. "We don't expect the fighting to end soon," he said. "We just have to keep on fighting the rebels."   

http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/9/00

A NETWORK of tunnels built by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front in Maguindanao similar to the notorious Ho Chi Minh trail during the Vietnam War has trapped 21 government troopers, according to Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado. ''We're assuming the worst (for the missing soldiers),'' Mercado said in a briefing yesterday in Camp Aguinaldo. The missing soldiers are 12 Marines and nine Army Scout Rangers, he said. Advancing government troops intending to free from rebel presence a 5​ kilometer stretch of the Narciso Ramos Highway encountered stiff resistance from an estimated 1,000 MILF fighters in well-entrenched positions. What turned the tactical scenario into a nightmare for the government forces is that they found the MILF fighters had dug themselves into a 10-km network of tunnels, some parts of which are fortified and camouflaged. 

The tunnels are two meters wide and six meters deep, with bunkers built in strategic positions. Mercado said the tunnel network was recently discovered through air reconnaissance. He said the tunnel network doubles as a defense line as well as a supply route to the MILF's main headquarters, Camp Abubakar in Matanog, Maguindanao. Mercado admitted that the MILF's tunnel of network is not unlike the Ho Chi Minh trail, which Vietnamese resistance fighters used as a supply and reinforcement line in their victorious war against the United States. The tunnel network connects Camp Abubakar to the Maguindanao towns of Matanog, Parang, Buldon and Barira. 

He said the existence of the ''major artery'' to Camp Abubakar is the reason why the MILF does not want to relinquish control of the highway. The network also shows that the MILF has prepared for a long time for the major defense of their camp, he said. 

12th day of fighting

The hostilities between the government and the MILF entered their 12th day yesterday. Artillery attacks on Moro rebels' positions in Matanog slowed down yesterday due to a heavy downpour. 

Monday afternoon, a soldier was killed and four others were wounded when fighting erupted again outside Pikit, North Cotabato. 

Capt. Noel Detoyato, spokesman of the 6th Infantry Division, said some 50 MILF rebels harassed government troops securing the Aleosan-Kabacan (North Cotabato) portions of the Cotabato-Davao highway. Government soldiers and MILF fighters clashed twice, once in the morning and another in the afternoon, a kilometer away from the national highway. Detoyato refused to reveal the number of casualties sustained by the Moro rebels. He only said, ''We neutralized many of them, in fact hundreds.'' He added: ''We are moving slowly yet we are gaining headway.'' 

MILF officials have been silent the past two days, reportedly meeting inside Camp Abubakar. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may10/news/news_6.htm
Wed 5/10/00

ILOILO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Additional Army troops from Western Visayas will be deployed to Mindanao as reinforcements for government soldiers battling Abu Sayyaf and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) secessionist rebels. Members of the 3rd Infantry Battalion in Panay will be sent to Mindanao on a yet undisclosed date. The battalion's pull-out from Panay has fueled fears that the peace and order situation in Western Visayas would be jeopardized. However, Philippine National Police (PNP) regional director Chief Supt. Jose Ayap appealed to Panay residents to trust the capability of local police in taking over anti-insurgency operations in the region.

Bicol troops on standby 

Meanwhile, soldiers in the Bicol region are also on standby in case additional forces are needed in Mindanao. Lt. Col. Roberto Zamora of the Philippine Army's 2nd Infantry Division said his group is prepared to go to Mindanao if the need arises. The Army is currently monitoring bridges connecting Bicol to Manila, transmitters and power stations of the National Power Corporation (Napocor), and undermanned police stations against possible attacks by communist rebels. The New People's Army (NPA) recently threatened to explode bombs in the region, as an expression of solidarity with the MILF.

Army intelligence earlier disclosed that the MILF have forged a tactical alliance with the Communist Party of the Philippines - National Democratic Front (CPP-NDF) and its military arm, the NPA. CPP-NDF founder Jose Maria Sison recently said that the MILF earlier sought the communist movement's assistance in dispersing military forces in Central Mindanao. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000511011
Wed 5/10/00

ILIGAN CITY - Five top Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) officials were killed in the latest fighting to clear the Secretary Narciso Ramos Highway of rebel checkpoints. Maj. Johnny Macanas, Army 4th Infantry Division spokesman, identified the slain rebel commanders as Samer Salamat, Omar Untong, Edor Carip Elias Ismael, brigade commander Kamlon Macader and one Commander Tiger.

Macanas said soldiers from the 4th Infantry Division have dismantled at least 15 MILF checkpoints and barricades on the Narciso Ramos Highway since the start of the military operation. Troops also overran the camp of the Bangsa Moro Islamic Women's Auxiliary Corps and the Abdul Rahman Dedis Memorial Military Academy, he added. Macanas said the Army is continuing clearing operations in the remaining stretches of the highway in Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur. Armed Forces chief Gen. Angelo Reyes said the MILF blockade of the highway was an important part of the rebels' fund-raising activities, which included extortion. 

Reyes said troops clearing the highway have met stiff resistance from heavily armed MILF guerrillas who are entrenched in 14 bunkers straddling the highway's eastern side from Matanog, Maguindanao to Kapatagan, Lanao del Sur. "The MILF has done a good job in concreting their positions," he said. "They are all heavily fortified." Reyes said the guerrillas have covered the bunkers with soil and camouflaged them with crops like corn to avoid being spotted by government troops. "Our surveillance planes were not able to detect them (bunkers)," he said. "Even our soldiers who were already there were surprised." He said the bunkers, which are on top of government irrigation projects, were built during peace negotiations with the government between 1995 and this year. 

In Talayan, Maguindanao, a soldier was killed and two others were wounded after they tried to break through a critical stretch of the Cotabato-General Santos Highway. In a show of force, hundreds of MILF guerrillas harassed two Marine battalions which had been sent to guard the area against rebel encroachment. The dead soldier, Sgt. Autencio Alivio of the Army's 15th Infantry Battalion, belonged to a contingent that was sent to Talayan from their headquarters in Ampatuan town.The two wounded soldiers are Pfc. Roger Golez of the 25th Infantry Division, and M/Sgt. Cirilo Ponce of the 15th Infantry Battalion. They were taken to the dispensary of the 6th Infantry Division. Maj. Julieto Ando, 6th Infantry Division civil-military relations chief, said the rebels opened fire at the troops who had been occupying for hours a portion of the Cotabato-General Santos Highway. 

The military closed the Isulan-Cotabato Highway following fierce fighting between government troops and MILF guerrillas. Capt. Noel Detonato, 6th Infantry Division spokesman, said the hostilities started after MILF fighters fired rockets and M-79 grenades at the detachments of the 6th Marine Battalion Landing Team in Barangays Bagan and Pansol. Ando said the rebels tried to surround the Marine detachments, but regrouped on a higher ground, which the highway traverses, after being repulsed by the Marines. Reports said MILF guerrillas seized the highway yesterday, stranding thousands of commuters. The highway links the town of Isulan in South Cotabato with Cotabato City. The Isulan-Cotabato Highway is the only remaining interlink road for vehicles coming from Davao City on their way to Cotabato City because the highway that traverses Pikit and Aleosan towns in North Cotabato has been declared unsafe.

In Pikit town, a soldier was killed by a sniper while he was guarding a portion of the Davao-Cotabato Highway in Barangay Nalaapaan yesterday morning. Two infantrymen were also wounded during the attack. The nearly 100 MILF raiders were able to flee to the jungles of Pikit before reinforcements from a nearby Army detachment arrived at the scene. Ando said the MILF guerrillas abandoned six dead comrades on the border of Pikit and Aleosan towns.

Two battalions from the Army's 3rd Infantry Division were sent to Mindanao last Tuesday to increase the strength of government troops fighting the MILF. The 6th and 7th Infantry battalions, which are based in Calinog, Iloilo, will join the 47th, 78th, and 15th Infantry Battalions, which are also part of the 3rd Infantry Division. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 5/11/00 

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The two hostages decapitated by the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf in Puno Mahajid, Sumisip, Basilan were found to have been tortured first. Soldiers recovered the headless corpses of two male public school teachers, Dante Uban and Nelson Enriquez, last Saturday in a shallow grave near the Abu Sayyaf stronghold Camp Abdurrazzak. The bodies were hog-tied and bore clear signs of torture. The bodies were finally brought Thursday afternoon to a Basilan funeral parlor. Authorities believe the bodies belong to the two hostages the terrorist group claimed to have beheaded last April 19 as a "birthday gift" to President Estrada. According to funeral parlor personnel who attended to the mutilated victims, the Abu Sayyaf apparently used a sharp-edged bolo for the beheading. 

The Muslim extremist group in Basilan has gone into hiding still with eight hostages in its clutches. It fled during military rescue operations for a total of 27 hostages being held in Barangay Kumalarang last week. Fifteen were rescued, but four were shot dead by the rebels. The fatalities included Claretian priest Fr. Rhoel Gallardo and three schoolteachers - Ruben Democrito, Annabel Mendoza, and Editha Lumam - who all bore signs of torture. The rescued child captives told the media how they saw their captors inflict pain upon the adult hostages. Gallardo, in particular, was beaten daily and his toenails were removed, while the women were repeatedly slapped. Lumam's breasts were sliced off. 

The Abu Sayyaf's inhuman treatment was also seen on dead soldiers recently recovered from Lantawan town last Sunday. The eyeballs of two soldiers were reportedly plucked out, while another two soldiers were beheaded.

Military rescue operations continue in Barangay Bulal, Lantawan. Soldiers enraged by the barbarous treatment of their fallen comrades vowed to finish off all Abu Sayyaf terrorists in Basilan. As of 6 p.m., Thursday, military troops have already surrounded the suspected lair of the Abu Sayyaf in Lantawan. Colonel Saulito Arumin, 103rd Brigade commander, said the town's coastline has been cleared of motorboats to prevent the Muslim extremists from fleeing toward Jolo where counterparts are holding 21 other hostages, mostly foreigners. Meanwhile, the Basilan provincial local government has relayed reports from Lantawan residents that seven child hostages have been spotted with the Abu Sayyaf rebels. Two other public school teachers - Erlinda Manuel and Teresita Academia - supposed to have been among the hostages are still missing. A press statement from Basilan bishop Romulo dela Cruz identified the children as Billy James Lariosa, 9; Ian Ray Lucio, 10; Reylios Pia, 12; Jul Padrique, 8; Hazel Faithe dela Torre, 12; Josel Jane dela Torre, 9; and Ryan Laputan, 9. Basilan governor Wahab Akbar, a former rebel himself, is offering a bounty on the head of each Abu Sayyaf rebel captured dead or alive.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000512008
Thu 5/11/00

MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - The military needs about P1.5 billion more to sustain current operations against Muslim secessionist rebels in Mindanao. Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero disclosed the amount during a briefing for House members to justify the military's request for additional funds. Romero said most of the amount will be used for the deployment of some 30,000 Citizens' Armed Forces Geographical Units (Cafgus) to affected areas in Mindanao, estimated to cost P800 million. The rest, he said, will be used to buy firearms, ammunition, and other logistical needs of warfare. However, Romero assured Congress that the current stock of firepower can still sustain ongoing military operations in Mindanao.

The government is dealing with two separate hostage crises in Basilan and Sulu provinces, even as it has intensified armed offensives and security measures against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in various Mindanao provinces. The MILF is suspected behind a spate of bomb explosions since earlier this year. Several blasts in General Santos City, Zamboanga del Sur, and Davao in the past week have been blamed on the rebel group.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000512005
Thu 5/11/00

JOLO, Sulu ​— Muslim rebels are expected to demand reimbursement for their costs in grabbing and holding 21 western and Asian hostages being kept in a pen in the jungle, a negotiator said yesterday. The Abu Sayyaf rebels have not specified a figure for expenses such as food and security, but the negotiator said the two sides might agree on P50,000 to P70,000 ($1,200 to $1,700) per hostage. The government has a policy of not paying ransoms to kidnappers, but often sidesteps it by giving money for “food and lodging.”  

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/12/top_stories/20000512top3.html
Thu 5/11/00

THE Department of National Defense (DND) has hired international anti-terrorism experts from France, Finland and Germany to speed up the release of 21 hostages held in Sulu by the Abu Sayyaf and eight Filipino hostages still held by the group’s Basilan team. Ranking Armed Forces and Defense department sources, however, said the foreign experts’ duties will be limited to “advice” during negotiations for the safe release of hostages in Talipao, who are now into their second week of captivity. 

While the Estrada administration had earlier rejected any foreign role in the hostage negotiations, it was former Libyan Ambassador Abdul Rajab Azzarouq and not Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Gov. Nur Misuari, who scored a breakthrough in talks with the Abu Sayyaf. Diplomats have noted the irony of a surprise hero’s role for Libya, which is still considered by the United States as a terrorist state.  But Defense Department sources said Azzarouq’s presence was due to his “strong ties” with some Abu Sayyaf leaders and his role in brokering the freedom of four foreigners previously kidnapped by the rebels—Belgian Roman Catholic missionary Luciano Beneditti in 1998, American linguist Charles Walton 1993 and two Spanish Catholic nuns also in 1998. Presidential Flagship Adviser Roberto Aventajado also described the former envoy as an “effective and experienced” negotiator. Malacañang said Azzarouq was working “in a private capacity.” Aventajado, however,  told reporters Libya was also interested in being seen as “a responsible member of the (world) community.” “They find it un-Islamic and barbaric since this has already called international attention and they feel that the whole Muslim community is being embarrassed with what is happening,” the presidential adviser said.

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/12/top_stories/20000512top4.html
Fri 5/12/00 

COTABATO CITY--The war over the control of a 15-kilometer stretch of the Narciso Ramos Highway in Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur entered its 15th day yesterday. But government forces have yet to take out a single checkpoint set up by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado said Monday that commerce would flow freely in two to three days between Matanog in Maguindanao and Balabagan in Lanao del Sur, where at least two Army Divisions and a Marine Brigade have been conducting ''clearing'' operations since April 28. The deadline ended Thursday with elements of the Army's 6th Infantry Division still inching its way to MILF areas beyond the town hall of Matanog. 

But Marines and soldiers from the Army's 4th Infantry Division, who operated in the Lanao del Sur portion of the highway, had successfully cleared the highway of MILF rebels until the Maguindanao-Lanao del Sur boundary. The Marines on Sunday reached the boundary, which is 2 kilometers from Barangay Langkong's entrance to the MILF's Camp Abubakar. Along the Ramos Highway, one can't miss the entry point to the MILF's main camp because of a Coca-Cola billboard with an arrow that states ''This way to Camp Abubakar.'' Eid Kabalu, chair of the MILF ceasefire committee, said the MILF was still holding on and had transformed what was originally intended to be a 48-hour military operation into a ''nightmare for soldiers.'' 

20 tanks

Operating on the Lanao der Sur side of the Ramos Highway are nine battalions from the Army's 4th Infantry Division, 1st Marine Brigade and Special Forces. Among them are two battalions from Panay province which arrived in Balabagan, Lanao del Sur Thursday. The soldiers, estimated at 5,000, are backed by 20 cannons, 20 tanks, two naval gunboats, four OV-10 Bronco bombers, five Huey helicopters and five MG-520 attack helicopters. 

On the Maguindanao side, specifically Matanog town, ''clearing'' operations are being done by a composite battalion of two Marine companies, a Scout Ranger company and a company of Special Forces. They are also backed up by artillery and warplanes. Government forces have been stationed at the Matanog town hall since the start of the clearing operations. The town hall is about 7 kilometers from Abubakar's entry point. Some soldiers moved toward Barangay Sapad 1 but were met with heavy gunfire from the MILF. From the town hall to Barangay Langkong, the entry point to Camp Abubakar, government troops have yet to control barangays Sapad 1 and Sarakan. Altogether, the combined government forces have yet to take control of the highway along three barangays in Matanog--Sapad 1, Sarakan and Langkong. 

It is in Maguindanao that government forces suffered the most number of casualties since April 28, including the 21 missing soldiers. The missing soldiers are believed lying dead in front of an MILF bunker in Barangay Sapad 1, Kabalu said. 

In the Lanao del Sur side, government forces suffered fewer casualties: four Marines killed and 26 Marine and Army troopers wounded. 

100 house burned

But at least 100 houses of mostly Maranao residents were burned after these were hit by artillery fire from government troops. The soldiers fired on houses where MILF rebels allegedly hid. An OV-10 Bronco bomber missed an MILF target and hit the middle of the two-lane road instead. Pons Saman, town secretary of Matanog, yesterday said that civilians, who were trapped in Barangay Bayanga, the last barangay of Matanog, had told him that at least 30 houses were burned during a Marine clearing operations. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may13/news/news_10.htm
Fri 5/12/00


MALACAÑANG has ordered an investigation of the irrigation canals which the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has turned into a 10-kilometer-long trench. Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora yesterday said that the agencies concerned would be made to explain why they allowed an irrigation project to be converted by the enemy into a potent war facility. Initial reports show that the trenches are six meters deep and two meters wide. The MILF has used the concrete trenches to mow down unsuspecting soldiers conducting operations near the MILF's Camp Abubakar in Central Mindanao. Zamora said the bunkers could very well be the Philippine equivalent of the Ho Chi Minh trail. Zamora then used the MILF trenches in making a pitch for the continuation of military operations in the area. Zamora said there were serious efforts to get the dead soldiers out of the areas of Camp Abubakar. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may13/news/news_12.htm
Fri 5/12/00

ARMED Forces chief of staff Gen. Angelo Reyes yesterday accused the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) of taking advantage of the lull in the fighting during the peace talks to strengthen itself, both in personnel and armaments. At the same time, Reyes said he requested the government for an additional 30,000 Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu) members to help the military fight the rebels in the countryside, particularly in strife-torn Mindanao. Reyes justified his request for 30,000 more Cafgu members. He said it is cheaper to maintain a Cafgu member than a regular soldier. A Cafgu member, he said, receives Pl,800 monthly in sharp contrast to a regular soldier with the rank of private, who gets P5,000 per month. Reyes said he was forced to request for more Cafgu members because the AFP’s shoestring budget “limited our operations and movements.” Reports earlier said that the AFP needs an additional Pl.4 billion to sustain military operations in Mindanao. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/13/top_stories/20000513top6.html
Fri 5/12/00

MALAY, Aklan -- Suspected members of the communist breakaway group Revolutionary Proletarian Army (RPA) burned a passenger bus en route to Iloilo from Busuanga, Aklan  Thursday, a day after two Army battalions left Panay to augment government forces in Mindanao, police said. Chief Inspector Edwin Tupaz, this town's police chief, said three rebels, reportedly belonging to the RPA's Northern Front Committee under Jessie Nalaunan, ordered the 48 passengers of the Ceres bus to alight in Barangay Kabulihan, near Caticlan town. They then doused the bus with gasoline and torched it. Police said Vallacar Transit, which owns the bus, could have failed to pay "revolutionary taxes" to the RPA.

In other developments:

* A ranking New People's Army leader in Central Luzon, Edmundo Antonio, 56, was captured last Thursday in Dinalupihan, Bataan. Antonio, deputy secretary of the communists' Bataan-Zambales Provincial Party Committee, did not resist arrest when lawmen pounced on him along the national highway in Barangay Happy Valley. 

* Soldiers and Tarlac policemen, hot on the tracks of NPA guerrillas extorting money from villagers, have arrested rebel returnee Benjamin Cayabyab, 39, who has rejoined the communist movement, in San Jose, the hometown of Gov. Jose Yap. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/15/00

MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - The nine Filipino hostages being held by Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf rebels in Basilan have been split into three groups, the military said on Monday. In a news briefing, Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero said the rebels together with their hostages were seen fleeing toward Lamitan town. "They are on the run and they have split their hostages into three to facilitate their movements," Romero said. Romero estimated that from 45 to 50 rebels including their leaders Khaddafy Janjalani and Abu Sabaya were with the hostages. Seven of the hostages are students and two are teachers who were kidnapped with about 40 others from two Basilan schools last March 20. A military rescue operation earlier this month rescued 15 hostages, while four others were killed in the crossfire. Two were later found beheaded and buried in shallow graves. The rest were much earlier released in a hostage swap for Janjalani's kin, some of whom are still being held by a Christian vigilante group. Romero said field reports indicate that the nine hostages still in captivity are "tired, in shock and have been seen crying". Since launching rescue operations last April 22, a total of 25 soldiers have been killed while over 70 others have been wounded in various encounters with the rebels. President Estrada has given government negotiators the go-signal to talk with the Abu Sayyaf.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000516003
Mon 5/15/00

After weeks of heavy fighting, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has announced it would pull back its forces from along a key highway in Maguindanao, clearing the way for a possible resumption of peace talks with the government. The military said it would continue its operations to check if the MILF has indeed abandoned its positions before occupying the Secretary Narciso Ramos Highway to prevent the rebels from returning. MILF vice chairman for military affairs Al-Haj Murad claimed the pullout was in response to a growing clamor for a ceasefire from various sectors, including former President Corazon Aquino and Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardinal Sin.

"The MILF is hereby voluntarily repositioning its combat troops now positioned along the Narciso Ramos Highway to the defense perimeter of Camp Abubakar Assidique, thereby completely clearing the highway of MILF combat troops within 48 hours starting at 6 p.m. today, May 15," Murad said in a statement.

"The military will continue its mission of clearing the highway despite this pronouncement because we have no order as of yet to stop the operation," said Capt. Noel Detoyato, spokesman for the Army's 6th Infantry Division. "And we are taking with extreme caution that unilateral declaration. We have had experiences in the past where MILF forces violated the policies imposed on them by their own central committee." He said MILF rebels were still attacking until 2 p.m. yesterday. "There has never been a lull in their attacks. They would often crawl towards the positions of the soldiers, open fire and then retreat toward the jungles. We're sure these fighters will not abide with that declaration of their central committee," Detoyato said. At the height of hostilities, soldiers said, the rebels jammed military radio frequencies to hamper the offensive. Some troopers were killed when their attacks became uncoordinated.

The Matanog-Balabagan portion of the road was closed on April 28 when the military moved in against MILF checkpoints which motorists complained were being used for extortion. The attack triggered the worst fighting in the region in recent years and prompted the MILF on April 30 to walk out of the peace negotiations, accusing the government of attacking their main base, Camp Abubakar. On May 5, the MILF declared a ceasefire which was ignored by the government, suspecting it to be a ploy to enable the rebels to regroup and counterattack. The government then demanded an MILF pullout before peace talks could resume. About 30,000 to 60,000 local residents fled their homes to escape the fighting and seek shelter in refugee centers in various towns. Vice President and Social Welfare Secretary Gloria Arroyo put the number of refugees at 116,000.

Meanwhile, two grenades exploded Sunday which police had blamed on the MILF. One of them killed a man in Alamada, Maguindanao while the other one went off in front of a restaurant in Tacurong, Sultan Kudarat but no one was hurt. Although declining to either confirm or deny responsibility, MILF field commanders have the discretion to carry out attacks against the government in any form. At the height of the fighting in Maguindanao, the MILF had threatened to carry out terrorist attacks in other parts of the region.   

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/15/00 

A rocket-propelled grenade exploded early yesterday at the national headquarters of the Philippine police. No one was hurt in the attack on Camp Crane in the Quezon City district of Manila. But the blast heightened tensions in the capital, where security has been tightened to prevent the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) launching attacks in a bid to ease a military offensive near their main camp in the southern region of Mindanao. The military has been engaged in fierce gun battles with the MILF since late last month. Eid Kabalu, head of the MILF's committee on cessation of hostilities, would not confirm or deny the guerillas were behind the bomb attack on Camp Crane. MILF fighters, meanwhile, withdrew from the southern village of Pamantingan - which they occupied on Saturday - and abandoned 183 civilians they had taken hostage.  

http://www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000515063744627.asp
Tue 5/16/00 

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - About 500 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerrillas invaded three areas in Lamitan town early dawn of Tuesday, making short-lived a reprieve from the attack earlier planned by the secessionist rebel group. The MILF rebels woke up residents of Barangay Baroy, seizing the still sleepy town at about 5:45 a.m. Fifteen minutes later, the MILF rebels marched into Barangay Colonia. Then at about 10:15 a.m., rebels strafed a residential area in Barangay Lo-ok, also in Lamitan. Military reports confirmed the attackers were led by Commander Hamza Sapantun, who divided the group into two to stage the early dawn attack. A civilian volunteer identified as Danding Ponce was killed while another volunteer, Berto Berigundo, was wounded. 

The MILF attack on Lamitan pointed to possible factionalism within the rebel group. On Monday, MILF spokesman Lanang Ali said they would withdraw their troops from the Narciso Ramos Highway linking the Lanao provinces with Cotabato, ahead of a possible resumption of peace talks with the government. MILF rebels in Basilan warned last week that they would launch an attack on three major areas in Basilan if the war in central Mindanao escalates. Also, they expressed outrage over President Estrada's declaration last March of an all-out war against them.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000517003
Tue 5/16/00

MATANOG, Maguindanao--The Army yesterday said it had completely taken control over the Narciso Ramos Highway, which soldiers call ''the road to hell'' and the ''bloodiest highway'' in Mindanao, from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. But even after the MILF fighters retreated from their positions on the highway, President Estrada ordered the military to continue fighting the Moro rebels. At least 31 Marine and Army soldiers and a still undetermined number of civilians and MILF rebels were killed while at least a hundred troopers were wounded in the past 19 days in clashes over a 15-kilometer stretch of the Narciso Ramos Highway. Yesterday alone, 11 MILF fighters were killed in the engagement for control of Crossing Langkong, the junction in Barangay Langkong and the gateway to Camp Abubakar. The MILF considers the Narciso Ramos Highway part of the perimeter defense of Camp Abubakar. On Monday, MILF vice chair Al Haj Murad announced the MILF troops were repositioning its forces from the highway to the ''perimeter defense'' of Abubakar starting at 6 p.m. that day. The rebels in Matanog had been fending off government forces since April 28. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may17/news/news_main.htm
Wed 5/17/00

Muslim rebels holding 21 hostages in the Philippines are said to have demanded a ransom of $2m to free one of them - a German woman who is unwell. Philippines Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon announced the details during a visit to Beijing. 

"The initial price was $1m for the German woman and then it became $2m, but we have asked them for a package deal for all 21 hostages," Mr Siazon was quoted as saying by the French news agency AFP. The guerrillas had earlier agreed to make German tourist Renate Wallert's release the first topic of negotiations. She is said to be suffering from hypertension. Reporters who reached the kidnappers' camp said she appeared to be barely able to walk. Abu Escobar, a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf guerrillas, had earlier said Mrs Wallert's speedy release would depend on the government meeting certain conditions. Formal negotiations with the kidnappers were due to begin on Wednesday, when chief negotiator Robert Aventajado said he wanted a written list of demands, to end the confusion over exactly what the rebels wanted. Mr Aventajado warned there could be months of tough bargaining ahead. He is the third person to take the role of chief negotiator during the three-week crisis. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_751000/751841.stm
Wed 5/17/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Amid fears that the armed tension in Mindanao would spillover in Metro Manila, a bomb exploded Wednesday afternoon at a video arcade inside Glorietta Mall in Makati City, wounding at least 13 people. The victims were immediately brought to the Makati Medical Center and to the Patient First clinic in Glorietta. The explosion shattered windows in stores near the Time Zone Arcade and along a pedestrian bridge connecting the Glorietta Mall to Park Square building. People who witnessed the incident said they saw bloodied people fleeing and glass shard littering the street below. "It's an improvised homemade explosive. There was no timing device, no (grenade) lever,'' said Edgardo Aglipay chief of the National Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO). He said it was placed in front of a toilet in the Fashion Cafe, a restaurant that featured fashion shows. The cafe, which recently closed, is next to Time Zone Arcade. There was no immediate indication of whether it was connected to a recent threat by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to sow terror in Metro Manila. Just recently, unidentified attackers fired a rocket-propelled grenade at the Philippine National Police (PNP) headquarters in Camp Crame 30 meters from the official residence of PNP chief Panfilo Lacson. No group has claimed responsibility for the bombing. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/metro/20000518016
Wed 5/17/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels and government troops figured in another skirmish on Wednesday morning in Barangay Bagumbayan, Sultan Kudarat. It is the second time in four days that fighting has erupted in the province. The Armed Forces confirmed that the Moro rebel unit involved in the attack was headed by Commander Radam, the same MILF commander who led the rebel operation in the town of Esperanza in Sultan Kudarat May 13. No one was reported hurt in the clash. Close to 3,000 families evacuated Esperanza where 44 families in Barangay Pamantingan were held captive by MILF rebels. Most of the hostages were children. The hostaged families were released at about 7 p.m. on the same day after the military launched an offensive against the rebels. MILF Coordinating Council on the Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH) chair Eid Kabalu, however, assured that civilians will be spared from the hostilities this time. 

Soldiers' bodies retrieved

Meanwhile, Capt. Noel Detoyato of the Armed Forces' 6th Infantry Division confirmed that the bodies of the missing Scout Rangers and Marines have been found inside the irrigation canal discovered by the military in Matanog, Maguindanao. The canal, which is adjacent to the Narciso Ramos Highway, was reportedly used by the MILF to avert military attacks aimed at their main stronghold, Camp Abubakar. Detoyato, however, did not specify the number of bodies found and who among the soldiers have already been accounted for. Some of the bodies reportedly belong to MILF rebels. Sixth Infantry Division commander Maj. Gen. Gregorio Camiling called on the families of the slain Moro rebels to claim the bodies of their kin from the authorities.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000518004
Wed 5/17/00

BASILAN, (ABS-CBN) - Emboldened by its reported tactical alliance with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the Abu Sayyaf rebels launched twin assaults in Lantawan municipality claiming the lives of at least two members of the government force. The military force in the province were caught off guard as some 70 Muslim rebels of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) launched the assaults Wednesday morning in Lantawan, where the extremist group is still holding nine hostages. On Tuesday, about 500 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerrillas also invaded three areas in Lamitan town. The MILF is the larger Muslim rebel group fighting for an independent Islamic state. The other group is the Abu Sayyaf, which is known to be smaller but more radical. The two groups have reportedly forged a tactical alliance to confront the authorities. Just like the MILF's operation in Lamitan, the 70 Muslim extremist rebels divided themselves into two groups as they launched simultaneous attacks on two detachments of the 5th Infantry Battalion (IB), just two kilometers apart. Reports from the Armed Forces, Southern Command (Southcom) revealed the platoon of soldiers were harassed by the Abu Sayyaf rebels. 5th IB Alpha commander Lt. Col. Pedro Sinamon told ABS-CBN's News 23 that the rebels retreated after an almost two hours of firefight, but not without setting ablaze the house of a former Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) leader identified as Commander Mubarak. He is reportedly a government supporter. Soldiers also discovered the body of Sgt. Freddie Santos inside Mubarak's house bearing multiple gunshot wounds in the head. The MNLF, formerly the largest Muslim separatist group, returned to the folds of the law as its leaders signed a peace pact with the government in 1996. Southcom reports also disclosed that a member of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) died in the clash. However, field reports from the province revealed more have been killed in the firefight. Elements of the 34th and 44th infantry battalions were dispatched to reinforce the small number of troopers stationed at Lantawan. In the already war-torn town, the military have been conducting pursuit operations against the Abu Sayyaf to rescue its nine remaining hostages, seven of whom are children.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000518015
Wed 5/17/00

Gen. Angelo T. Reyes, chief of staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), said yesterday the AFP is deploying two more battalions, now stationed at the AFP General Headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, to various critical areas in Mindanao to further strengthen the fighting capability of the military against rebel forces. "We have enough troops there (in Mindanao) but we still need reserves," Col. Rafael Romero, AFP spokesman, said in a press briefing. Officials of the Southern Command (Southcom) said that four additional battalions of combat-ready soldiers recently arrived in Matanog, Maguindanao, where "scouring" operations against the remaining forces of the MILF are ongoing. A report from Maj. Gen. Gregorio Camiling, chief of the 6th Infantry Division, said Army troopers scouring the surrounding areas of the 12-kilometer Narciso Ramos Highway in Matanog, Maguindanao, have recovered nine more bodies of slain Scout Rangers. 

Reports compiled by the AFP revealed that 92 soldiers were confirmed killed, 19 of them in the Matanog-Balabagan military operation, while 495 were seriously wounded in various clashes with the MILF and Abu Sayyaf elements in Mindanao. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN051802.asp
Wed 5/17/00

LANGKONG, Matanog, Maguindanao--At least five bombs were dropped on Camp Abubakar at noon Wednesday as Marines moved closer to the Moro Islamic Liberation Front's (MILF) headquarters after regaining full control of the Narciso Ramos Highway. MILF military chief Al Haj Murad, reached by telephone in his office in Abubakar Wednesday morning by radio station dxMS, said they were holding on inside the camp and MILF chair Hashim Salamat was with them. The Inquirer counted at least five bombs dropped on the Abubakar area until 12:35 p.m. The Marines reached this town's Barangay Langkong junction--the gateway to Camp Abubakar--Tuesday, when they completed their 19-day operation to clear the Narciso Ramos Highway of MILF checkpoints. Teodosio said the Marines advanced about 250 meters from the Narciso Ramos Highway on Wednesday, effectively gaining control of some 750 meters of the Abubakar area. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may18/news/news_5.htm
Wed 5/17/00

Formerly assigned to assist the Philippine National Police, 220 battle-tested Philippine Marines will be pulled out from malls in Metro Manila starting today. The Marines, according to Metro Manila police director Chief Superintendent Edgar Aglipay, will be "rotated". However, sources said the Marines, deployed in Metro Manila since December, were pulled out to reinforce comrades spearheading the government's fight against the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Central Mindanao. Aglipay said the Marines will be replaced by the same number of Philippine Air Force (PAF) personnel. "The Marines were not scheduled to be pulled out today, but we were told the (Philippine) Air Force had allotted 220 men to takeover their posts. . . I was informed that this was merely a 'rotation', their turn to take part in the task force," said Aglipay. So, from the familiar khaki and olive uniforms of the Marines, residents of Metro Manila will now see blue-uniformed Air Force personnel roaming shopping malls and crowded places. Aglipay, who heads "Task Force PNP-AFP Tulungan," supervised the deployment of Marines to enhance police visibility in the area. He added that since the launching of the task force last December, the Marines have helped the police in reducing the number of crimes in Metro Manila such as snatching and pick pocket incidents. According to Aglipay, the Marines will be sent back to their barracks in Fort Bonifacio. But sources said they would be sent to Mindanao to help their beleaguered comrades now in the thick of fighting the MILF. Earlier reports showed that the Marines suffered heavy casualties in clashes with the MILF and the AFP decided to pull the 220 men to help in the fighting.   

http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 5/17/00

The number of soldiers killed in clashes between the military and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Mindanao reached 101 yesterday, the military said. Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo also said 495 soldiers have been wounded and 12 Marines were still missing in action.

Sporadic fighting continued yesterday in Maguindanao as the MILF pulled back from Narciso Ramos Highway. The military said 23 rebels were killed and four soldiers were wounded in a five-hour gunbattle. President Estrada had ordered repairs made immediately on the highway so it can be reopened to traffic by next week. Soldiers have been securing the key road to prevent the rebels from returning. 

A clash also flared up in the town of Isulan, Sultan Kudarat. Two soldiers were wounded, Army 6th Infantry Division spokesman Capt. Noel Detoyato said. There was no report of MILF casualties. Detoyato said the estimated 100 rebels who attacked the town probably belonged to the group which took over a village in Esperanza town also in Sultan Kudarat last Saturday. 

The military will send two more battalions -- about 1,000 men -- to Maguindanao in the next few weeks to reinforce the six battalions there. Two battalions based in Eastern Visayas left Tacloban, Leyte yesterday, also for Mindanao. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 5/18/00

At least five people have been killed and more than 70 injured in bomb blasts in the southern Philippines near where Muslim rebels are holding 21 hostages. Three grenades exploded in a crowded market on Jolo island, killing at least three people and injuring about 40 others, police and witnesses said. At about the same time, a bomb went off in a bakery opposite a police station in Zamboanga City on neighbouring Mindanao Island. One woman was killed and at least 30 others injured, police said. The devices exploded at around 1530 (0730GMT) but police could not say if they were connected. It was not immediately known if the blasts were related to a surge in Islamic militancy in the south of the predominantly Catholic country. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_753000/753282.stm
Thu 5/18/00

Jolo, Sulu — Five people died and 56 others injured in separate bombing incidents in this town and Zamboanga City. Unidentified men lobbed three grenades into a crowded public market in Jolo, killing two persons on the spot. Police said two others, including a 13-year-old boy, were declared dead on arrival at the Jolo General Hospital. Thirty-six people were injured, including a policeman, in the simultaneous explosions 3:20 p.m. A bomb also exploded in a bakeshop fronting an abandoned police station in Zamboanga City, killing a woman and injuring 20 others. The explosion gouged a one-meter hole in the wall of the bakeshop. Police officials, quoting doctors at the Jolo Hospital, said several of the injured were battling for their lives. Many suffered head wounds. Jolo police chief Muham​mad Alamia quoted witnesses as saying that three men threw the grenades from the second floor of the market. Two of the grenades exploded in a rice stall and the third in a crowded alley, he said. The incident increased tension in province, where Abu Sayyaf extremist rebels are holding 21 Asian and Western hostages in the mountains of Patikul. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/19/top_stories/20000519top2.html
Thu 5/18/00 

Heavily armed Communist rebels attacked and overran Wednesday noon two police detachments and a field office of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) all located in Barangay Tabugon, Calauag, Quezon. The high noon assault which occurred at the disputed territorial boundary of Quezon province and Bicol province, resulted in the killing of police detachment commander SPO4 Manuel Balla and of Army Cpl. Nestor Gapa, who was ambushed by the rebels' blocking force. Critically wounded were Citizens Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) member Arminio Espanol, 28, of Barangay San Lorenzo, Sta. Elena, Camarines Norte and DENR employee Jose Amando, 56, of Barangay Tabugon, Calauag, Quezon. The two wounded victims are now confined at the St. Peter Hospital in Calauag town. Gapa was waylaid by the rebels' blocking while driving his motorcycle along Quirino Highway in Barangay Bagong Silang, Guinyangan town. Investigation showed that a 30-man rebel group, armed with high-powered firearms, surprised a team of Sta. Elena policemen and the TMG operatives respectively manning their adjacent detachments as they timed their assault at about 12:30 shortly after lunch the other day. Balla and his men tried to repulse the attack but were subsequently overwhelmed by the rebels, who also overran an adjacent TMG detachment and torched a car owned by one of the TMG personnel manning the detachment. Amando, a DENR employee was hit in the cross fire while manning his post also located in Barangay Tabugon. Unconfirmed reports also showed the rebels commandeered a passing Zerpe Bus with license plates KPWA 538. The bus was later abandoned by the group in Barangay Doña Aurora, Calauag town. Elements of the Army's 201st Brigade are now pursuing the rebels. The entire force of policemen based in Calauag and Tagkawayan have been placed on a high state of alert.    http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 5/18/00

At least 113 government soldiers have been killed and more than 470 others woun​ded during a five-month offensive against Muslim rebels in Mindanao, the  most since the height of the insurgency about 25 years ago, an official said. 

Many of the soldiers were killed in more than two weeks of fighting to dislodge about 700 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerrillas from a section of a highway in Matanog, Maguindanao province, near the rebels’ headquarters, Camp Abubakar. At least 21 soldiers were killed in one skirmish in Matanog and the bodies of some of those troops were recovered only on Tuesday, a day after the military regained control of the highway. 

In Basilan province, 14 soldiers were killed in an ambush last week by guerrillas belonging to the extremist Abu Sayyaf Muslim rebel group who were fleeing with about eight hostages, mostly schoolchildren from an original group of about 50 people they seized in March.  

 The Abu Sayyaf are also holding another set of 21 hostages, mostly foreigners, who were seized from a Malaysian resort on April 23 and brought to Jolo island in the Philippines, about an hour away. The Philippine government is negotiating with the rebels for the release of those hostages. 

“The last time (there were this many casualties) was in the early ’70s,” said Armed Forces spokesman Col. Rafael Romero. “It’s costly.” 

There have been no independent reports of rebel casualties. The military said in early April that more than 300 MILF guerrillas had been killed so far this year, but that figure is not considered reliable. 

President Estrada has called for an “all-out war” against rebels if they fail to reach a peace agreement by June, saying he was sworn to defend Philippine territory, punish those who violate the law and crush terrorists. 

The MILF withdrew from peace talks last month because of the military offensive, which they said threatened their main camp, but offered Monday to restart negotiations. 

The fighting in Maguinda​nao originated with sporadic clashes between the MILF and the military in January and intensified after the rebels occupied the town of Kauswagan in Lanao del Norte province in mid-March. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/19/top_stories/20000519top5.html
Thu 5/18/00

A ranking military officer yesterday blamed the communist New People’s Army (NPA) for the Wednesday bombing of the upscale Glorietta shopping mall in Makati City, which injured at least ll people. Col. Jaime Canatoy, head of the Armed Forces public affairs office, also said the NPA would take advantage of the Mindanao crisis to intensify their terroristic activities, like bombings, in urban centers such as  Metro Manila. Canatoy said the NPA rebels were out to create confusion by taking advantage of the Mindanao crisis. He cited the “tactical alliance” between the NPA and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in which the communists would sow chaos and  confusion in other urban centers while the Muslim rebels slug it out with government soldiers in the South. The explosion blew a hole in the roof and shattered store windows at the Time Zone Video Arcade, Level 3 of the Glorietta mall. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/19/top_stories/20000519top7.html
Fri 5/19/00 

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - An intelligence report alledges that about 15 Abu Sayyaf rebels were ordered to sow terror in Metro Manila. The leaders of this group were identified as Ramon Daimba reportedly the right hand man of Kadhafi Janjalani and three other commanders identified only as Madian, Mon and Yusuf. According to the report this group is staying in different hideouts located at Baranggay Culiat in Quezon City, the Islamic center in Quiapo, Manila and a house rented somewhere in Blumentrit in Kalookan City. The group is using the Islamic centers in the Metro Manila area as their meeting place, and that they are only awaiting the go signal of their leader to carry out the plan. The report comes just days after three explosions rocked Metro Manila. On May 6, a bomb exploded at the skating rink of Rizal Park injuring a sleeping civilian identified as Manuel Bandola. And just four days after a rocket-propelled grenade rocked the PNP headquarters in Camp Crame. Last Thursday, another bomb exploded at the heart of Makati City's financial district injuring at least 13 persons. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/metro/20000520016
Fri 5/19/00

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A high ranking official of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and his nephew were reportedly ambushed along Aparente Street in this city on Thursday night. MILF commander Husein Sedic, chairman of the Rajah Buayan Regional Committee under the group's political affairs division was on his way home when he was killed along with his nephew, Abel Alaba. The assassins used an M-16 rifle and a .45 caliber pistol to pump bullets inside the victims' moving car. The incident took place only a kilometer away from his house. Suspects in the ambush have yet to be identified. Authorities believe there are more than two gunmen involved in the incident as both sides of the car were riddled with bullets. The MILF leadership has condemned Sedic's ambush saying his death is a major blow to the organization. Sedic's death once again alarmed the city's residents as fears of an MILF retaliation abound.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000520006
Fri 5/19/00

BEIJING, (ABS-CBN) - President Joseph Estrada has cut short his state visit to China by one day to head back to Manila and deal with recent developments, including flooding in Metro Manila and bomb explosions in the Mindanao, a Palace official announced Friday. President Estrada is on a five-day state visit to China aimed at further strengthening 25 years of bilateral relations with one of the principal players in the region. Estrada was to return late Friday instead of Saturday night. Typhoon Biring caused heavy rains and flooding in Metro Manila Thursday, killing at least 10 people, including a baby, and displacing 10,000 residents. Thursday, explosions also rocked a busy market in Jolo, where Muslim rebels are holding 21 hostages, and a bakery in Zamboanga City killing at least five people and injuring at least 58 more. The near-simultaneous timing of the blasts led police to suspect they could be the work of guerrillas fighting for a separate Islamic state in Mindanao. On Wednesday, a bomb also exploded in Glorietta, Makati, injuring 13 people.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000520018
Fri 5/19/00

At least nine members of the Abu Sayyaf were killed yesterday in a clash with government troops in Basilan province.  The encounter took place in sitio Pampangan between barangays Bawis and Canibungan in the town of Lantawan, Basilan. Four bodies were recovered. Three of the bodies were identified by Basilan Gov. Ustadz Wahab M. Akbar as those of Basir Ahmad alias Commander Cobra, Ali Malabon, and Maktar Asali. No casualty was reported on the side of government forces. The slain Abu Sayyaf members were believed to be responsible for the attack on the 15th Infantry Battalion in barangay Matiking, Lantawan, Wednesday. Field reports said that as a result of the heavy casualty on its side, the Abu Sayyaf is recruiting members to bolster its forces.   

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN052003.asp
Fri 5/19/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY--Abu Sayyaf rebels ambushed pursuing Army troops in Lantawan, Basilan Thursday, killing four soldiers and taking another young boy hostage. Police said the rebels snatched the 16-year-old son of a slain Army soldier after overrunning an Army detachment in the town Wednesday, becoming the 10th hostage still in the hands of retreating Abu Sayyaf abductors. 

Twenty-four other soldiers were wounded in the encounter Thursday with Abu Sayyaf rebels in Barangay Baongis in Lantawan. Supt. Angelito Casimiro, chief of the Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task Force (PAOCTF) here, said the Army soldiers were conducting operations to rescue the Abu Sayyaf's nine remaining Filipino hostages, when ambushed at around 8:30 a.m. Thursday. 

He said bodies of four slain rebels were also recovered. 

The Abu Sayyaf is still holding two teachers and seven children, remnants of the group of 31 persons snatched by the rebel group on March 20. Sixteen of the hostages had been rescued while six others were killed by the rebels. Two of them were beheaded. Another group of hostages, who are relatives of Abu Sayyaf leader Janjalani, also remains in the hands of a vigilante group led by Abdul Mijal. Mijal, a former Abu Sayyaf member, abducted Janjalani's relatives in retaliation for the March 20 abduction. Two of Mijal's daughters were among those still being held hostage by the Abu Sayyaf. The military could not say where Mijal and his hostages are. http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may20/news/news_7.htm
Mon 5/22/00 

Blasts ten times more powerful than the bombs that recently hit Mindanao rocked Zamboanga del Sur early Sunday night. The explosions came barely three hours after a loud blast claimed the life of one person and injured 12 others in a movie house in Metro Manila. Reports reaching the Defense Department said simultaneous bombings in the northwestern part of Mindanao occurred in various points. Involved this time where mainly the towns of Buug and Malangas. The report said the blasts occurred around 7:10 pm and were caused by homemade bombs. There were no reported casualties arising from the explosions. In Buug, nine explosions took place - two at the Buug Central School and one each on Canelar Street, Sampaguita Street, Buug National High School, MSU extension, a Muslim area, a barrio site, and a jeepney terminal. Almost at the same time, the lone incident in Malangas rocked the Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT) office. As of Sunday, authorities have yet to identify the perpetrators of the bombing incidents. Since fightings between Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels and government soldiers erupted in the early part of this month, a series of explosions rattled residents in Zamboanga del Sur. Last May 5, a wooden tower of the National Power Corporation, which services three to five towns in the region, was bombed in Barangay Kanakan, Kabasalan town. Earlier, explosions hit Pagadian town, wounding two persons, and the Dr. Aurelio Mendoza Memorial Colleges in Ipil town. Authorities have yet to identify the suspects in all the bombing incidents. MILF officials have repeatedly denied their involvement in the bombings, instead pointing to the military for its destabilization plot.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000523003
Mon 5/22/00

Three bombs exploded this Sunday at the Cinema 6 of the SM Megamall building at the Ortigas Complex, this city. The bombing killed a man identified as Evan Salumba, 24 years old, while 12 others were injured. Calumba reportedly died from shrapnel wounds to the head. Reports said the bomb was placed just outside the cinema's comfort room which blew a hole into the ceiling. National Capital Region Police Office director Edgardo Aglipay said the explosion occurred around 4:15 pm inside the corner of the female comfort room found at the cinema of the SM building A. Aglipay said the bomb was a home-made device different from the explosives used in the Glorietta mall bombing last Wednesday. Those mainly injured were utility personnel manning the cinema, mainly the theatre's ticketer, snack bar attendant and security guard. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/metro/20000522001
Mon 5/22/00

Two armed men were nabbed Sunday for trying to enter the Mindpro Shopping Center in this city. Suspects who identified themselves as Arnold Tura and Erwin Bueno were nabbed on two separate occasions at the mall's entrance. It was around lunchtime when security guards and alert policemen at the mall stopped Tura for yielding a handgrenade and a .45 caliber pistol. Tura immediately identified himself as a soldier assigned in Basilan but failed to show any identification. Minutes later Bueno was frisked by the guards at the mall's entrance and was also found to be carrying a grenade. Like the first one, Bueno claimed to be a member of the Philippine Army in Basilan. Both claimed the grenade was for their personal protection. Though authorities are still checking the real identities of the two they strongly believe both are Abu Sayyaf men. The two were charged this morning in court with illegal possession of explosives and firearms. The attempt to enter the mall just comes in the wake of an explosion which rocked the SM Megamall in Pasig City in Metro Manila this Sunday afternoon. The explosion killed one and injured 12 others. Last Saturday, a bomb exploded in a refreshment parlor in Midsayap, North Cotabato, while two bombs went off in a bakery in Zamboanga City and a market in Sulu last Thursday. The explosions killed eight people and injured 65 people. Last Wednesday, another bomb rocked the Glorietta mall in Makati City injuring 13 persons. Police authorities have said that terrorist groups are stepping up their activities by exploding the bombs. They said the groups are trying to exploit ongoing hostilities between the government and Muslim rebels in Mindanao. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000522004
Mon 5/22/00

Government troops rescued yesterday afternoon two of seven children still being held hostage by the extremist Abu Sayyaf in Basilan, a Malacañang statement said yesterday. Brig. Gen. Narciso Abaya, commander of the Army's 1st Infantry Division based in Pagadian City, said Billy James Larrosa, 9, and Rellos Pia, 12, were recovered following an hour-long encounter between soldiers and the bandits in upper Mahayhaya near Lamitan town in Basilan. He said they are now working to ensure the safe release of five more children and two adults still under captivity. They were among the 51 persons abducted by the Abu Sayyaf last March 20. "This is part of our continuing pursuit operations," Abaya said after the two children were recovered, adding there was no casualty on the government's side during the firefight. http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 5/22/00

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels, driven away by state forces from critical stretches of the Secretary Narciso Ramos Highway, gunned down two soldiers in Buldon, Maguindanao over the weekend. As this developed, the MILF leadership said it was doubtful peace negotiations with the government would resume on May 30, citing the continued offensive launched by soldiers on rebel lairs. The Army's 6th Infantry Division said attacks on military positions came after rebels strengthened forces in Barangay Mataya and blocked the road to the Buldon town proper. Buldon is less than 10 kilometers from Camp Abubakar, the MILF's main enclave. Rebels simultaneously attacked other Army positions nearby, prompting soldiers to return fire with M-60 machineguns and shoulder-fired M-79 grenades to prevent the rebels from closing in. The military is now strengthening its position along the highway in Maguindanao in the wake of moves by rebels to regain control of it. http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/23/00

Scores were injured, among them three children in another explosion Tuesday evening, the sixth in three weeks in General Santos City. The blast occurred around 7 p.m. inside an apartment compound located along Sampaloc Street, Barangay Calumpang. The incident coincided with the house blessing of the apartment thrown by owner Maricel Teodor. As of late Tuesday evening, authorities are unsure whether a bomb or a grenade caused the explosion. No one was killed but the number of injured persons remain undetermined. Among those hurt, four were brought to the St. Elizabeth Hospital. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000524040
Tue 5/23/00 

Sasmuan mayor Lina Bagasina and presidential son Jojo Ejercito escaped death when their group was ambushed by still unidentified suspects in Barangay Malusak, Sasmuan, this province, today. However, Vincent Rodriguez, a reporter of ABS-CBN's DZMM, was shot dead. Ejercito's bodyguard, Manuel Musni and Anette Manalang of Bagasin's staff were wounded. Emmanuel Ferrer, one of the mayor's supporter said the incident happened around 3:30 p.m. when they were on their way back to town aboard a speedboat. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000524036
Tue 5/23/00

One person died and eight people were wounded when a cargo truck carrying lumber was ambushed by suspected members of a Christian vigilante group in Crossing Tuka, Barangay Sison in Bagumbayan, Sultan Kudarat on Monday, 6:30 p.m. The truck was enroute to Isulan, Sultan Kudarat when 20 armed men, alleged members of the vigilante group Ilaga, fired upon the moving vehicle using armalite rifles. The lone fatality was identified as Sammy Lipolez. All the wounded were Muslims who are working for a Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) commander Larry Sinagandal. Authorities believe that illegal logging is the reason behind the ambush. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000524029
Tue 5/23/00

The Rebolusyonaryong Alyansang Makabansa (RAM) has denied involvement in the spate bombings that rocked various parts of the country recently. RAM spokesperson Captain Proceso Maligalig said their group will never be involved in acts of terrorism, expressing their disgust with the government. Authorities earlier said among those suspected as responsible for the terroristic acts are the separatist and communist rebels and rightist groups. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000524024
Tue 5/23/00

Two Pakistanis with possible links to foreign-based terrorist groups were intercepted yesterday by intelligence agents at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) while attempting to sneak into the country as a legitimate tourists. Sajid Javed, 20, and Hamad Parvaiz, 24, arrived from Japan posing as Malaysian nationals using fake passports. It was actually their second time to enter the county, having earlier arrived in Cebu from Kota Kinabalu. Senior immigration agent Cresencio Ablan said the two then took a domestic flight to Manila on Monday and flew the same day to Japan, where immigration agents there deported them back to their port of origin for using fake Malaysian documents. Javed and Parvaiz arrived in Manila yesterday on board a Japan Airlines flight. The two men, who claimed they went to Cebu to meet somebody, pleaded with immigration officials not to deport them to Malaysia, asking that they instead be sent to Pakistan. They were later turned over to the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines to determine possible links with terrorist groups. The interception of the two Pakistani nationals was made a day after security units at NAIA Terminals I and II were placed on red alert following the bombings in Metro Manila. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/23/00

An endowment from a Libyan foundation may end this week the Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis in Mindanao. Chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado said yesterday that a fund from the Gadhafi Foundation will be funneled to the Abu Sayyaf, ostensibly for scholarships and other forms of assistance for the Muslim extremists. Aventajado made the disclosure as Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan met with Abu Sayyaf leaders yesterday in a town hall guarded by some 200 policemen to arrange the start of formal talks for the freedom of 21 mostly foreign hostages seized a month ago. "This could be over tomorrow or in two or three days," Tan said, referring to the hostage crisis. "It won't be long now." Aventajado stressed the endowment is not a ransom payment. "It is being offered as a humanitarian gesture," he said. He also said there is a need for former Libyan ambassador Abdul Rajab Azzarouq, who now represents the Gadhafi Foundation, to remain in the negotiating panel and tell the rebels what the foundation could offer. Aventajado also clarified that the donations will not go directly to the Abu Sayyaf but to areas controlled by Muslim extremists. The meeting between Tan and Abu Sayyaf leaders followed an unsuccessful attempt on Monday to start the formal negotiations. Tan planned to discuss the timing of the start of formal talks and the release of an ailing German hostage, officials said.

http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 5/24/00

Officials of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) announced yesterday the capture of 12 members of the Abu Sayyaf during military offensive operations in Basilan the other day. In his report to Gen. Angelo T. Reyes, AFP chief, Col. Jaime Canatoy, chief of the Public Affairs Service-AFP, said that there are only some 130 remaining Abu Sayyaf members monitored by the military, 30 of them operating in Basilan Island.  The other 150 armed terrorists are based in Patikul, Sulu and are believed to be holding captive the 21 foreign and local tourists who were kidnapped in Sipadan, Malaysia several weeks ago. Canatoy said that the number of the Abu Sayyaf terrorists had reached 1,000 several months ago but the on-going military operations launched since last January has inflicted major casualties on the bandits' side. The arrest of the 12 members of the Abu Sayyaf has brought to 24 the total number of captured terrorists in connection with the government's campaign against kidnapping operations, murder and terrorist activities. The 12 Abu Sayyaf members were captured following a firefight between government troopers and terrorists in a remote barangay in Basilan. Among those captured was a certain Commander Otoy Alaron, a ranking Abu Sayyaf leader.  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN052503.asp
24 May 2000

Another explosion rocked North Cotabato province causing major damage to an appliance store in Kabacan town, North Cotabato on Wednesday morning. Authorities described the homemade bomb as an 81 mm mortar which was left inside the delivery cycle of the Emcor Appliance and Motorcycle Store. The same type of bomb was used in last Saturday's blast near a refreshment parlor along Midsayap, North Cotabato. In an interview on TV Patrol, Emcor security guard Freddie Resoma said he noticed a woman and two men pass by the shop five minutes before the bomb went off. The trio were appeared to have been jogging. Investigators said the metal gate of the appliance store bore a large hole from the blast while the all glass windows of the shop were shattered to pieces.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000525029
24 May 2000

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) disclosed on Tuesday that at least 24 Abu Sayyaf rebels have been captured in separate military operations in this province since last week. AFP Public Affairs chief Col. Jaime Canatoy said 10 rebels were captured at 12 noon last Saturday in Barangay Canibungan in Lantawan, Basilan and have been brought to the headquarters of the 1st Scout Ranger Battalion for interrogation. Twelve more rebels were nabbed in Sitio Balawatin, Barangay Lumbang in the capital town of Isabela at 9 a.m. on Tuesday while two more were captured in Basilan sometime last week. Canatoy said one of those captured, Matarul, is a former leader of a Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) unit. High-powered firearms and ammunition were also seized from the residence of Baungis village chief Ismael Lain. Authorities recovered two M-14 rifles, three M-16 rifles, one garand rifle, one Belgian rifle and one M-79 grenade launcher in the raid. Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero said on Tuesday that the military is still in pursuit of Abu Sayyaf rebels holding seven hostages in Basilan, including five children and two teachers. Meanwhile, Basilan governor Wahab Akbar said several Abu Sayyaf members are disengaging themselves from the group due to the lack of food and firepower. Akbar added that continuous military offensives are putting tremendous pressure on the rebels. Based on a report presented by Canatoy, there are about 30 rebels in Basilan while 150 members are in Patikul, Sulu. There are an estimated 180 Abu Sayyaf members left operating in Mindanao out of the original 1000.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-MAY2000.NSF/Provincial/20000525026
24 May 2000

After three long years of Muslim rebel occupancy, the military has finally liberated Camp Buldon in Maguindanao from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) hold. The rebel lair is part of the perimeter defense of the main rebel stronghold - Camp Abubakar in Matanog, Maguindano - which the MILF had tightly guarded recently amid talks of a military overrun. An exclusive report on Pulso, Aksyon Balita on Wednesday said the military forces' penetration was facilitated by Buldon town mayor Abdul Aiz Matalao and some Muslim leaders. Elements of the Philippine Army were able to pierce through the rebel bunkers early morning Wednesday. Negotiations reportedly went on for seven days before Matalao and the Muslim leaders were able to convince the Moro rebels to vacate the camp. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000525033
24 May 2000

Since January, there have been at least 80 reported bombing incidents nationwide, claiming 69 lives and injuring at least 367 people. The worst explosion occurred on Feb. 25 in Ozamiz City when bombs exploded on board two buses, killing 37. A total of 66 bombings or about 82 percent of the blasts happened in Mindanao. Most of the bombings--at least 48 as of yesterday--took place in May. 

Jan. 1 - May 24 (Note: The list does not include bombing incidents by the military against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front in Mindanao) 

January 

10--A bomb ''prematurely'' exploded inside a room at the Atilano Pension House in Zamboanga City. Three men died and two others were injured. Authorities believe that the men were making the bomb when it prematurely exploded. 

14--Six members of the Akyat Trak Gang hurled a molotov bomb into a street while they were on board a truck in Caloocan City. A 19-year-old passerby lost his left foot. 

15--A pillbox bomb exploded in Quiapo, Manila, at about 3:30 a.m. It was suspected to have been lobbed by members of a street gang. No one was hurt. 

15--Suspected gang members threw a bomb in downtown Sta. Cruz in Manila. The bomb exploded near a house on Rizal Avenue while the residents were having a birthday party. One of the suspected gangmen was arrested but four others escaped. 

28--A bomb exploded inside a classroom at Payao National High School in Payao, Zamboanga del Sur. No one was reported hurt. 

February 

3--An explosion at the gate of the Technological Institute of the Philippines in Quezon City killed one person and injured 43 others. 

3--A bomb exploded at the Trinity College in Quezon City. One person was injured. 

10--One person was killed and 16 were injured in an explosion in Sugni Superstore in Kabacan, North Cotabato. 

14--Seven persons were injured in a blast in Quiapo, Manila. 

15--A blast ripped through the Bagong Barrio Elementary School in Caloocan City. Three Grade 6 students were injured. 

20--Explosions rocked several areas in Isabela, Basilan. One person died and three were injured in an explosion in a restaurant. Three were injured in the bombing of a provincial jail, two in a blast at the police station. No one was hurt in the blast at the public market. 

25--Bombs on two buses on board MV Our Lady of Mediatrix in Pangil Bay near Ozamiz Port in Misamis Occidental exploded. At least 37 died while 40 were injured. Eleven persons were reported missing. 

27--A bomb exploded at the Catholic-run dxMS radio station in Cotabato City. Seven persons were injured. 

March 

1--Pilipinas Shell and Petron Corporation in Amlan Negros Oriental were bombed by the Revolutionary Proletariat Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade to protest a series of oil price increases. 

2--The RPA-ABB threw a grenade on the 4th floor of an annex of the Department of Energy in Fort Bonifacio in Makati City. No injuries were reported. 

15--A bomb exploded on a Weena Bus in Matalam, North Cotabato, while passengers were viewing a movie. No one was reported hurt. 

15--Another bomb exploded on another Weena Bus bound for Cotabato City just after it arrived at the terminal from Davao City. Two of 64 passengers suffered contusions and burns. 

16--A hand grenade was hurled at Mabelle Store at the Cotabato City Public Market. Four people were wounded. 

19--Two men, including a policeman, were hurt when robbers hurled a fragmentation grenade at Precinct 6 of the Pasay City Police. 

April 

9--A homemade bomb exploded in a movie theater in Ipil, Zamboanga del Sur. Four persons were seriously injured by shrapnel. Several others were hurt during a stampede. 

9--A homemade bomb exploded near the town plaza in Isabela, Basilan, wounding one passerby. 

15--A bomb exploded in a rice stall at the Cogon Public Market in Cagayan de Oro City. At least three people were injured. 

15--Less than an hour later, another bomb exploded by the main entrance of Ororama Superstore in Cogon, Cagayan de Oro City. Thirteen were hurt. 

16--A grenade exploded near the barangay outpost in Baclaran, Paranaque City, leaving seven dead and more than 30 injured. 

23--Bombs exploded in two outposts in Jolo, one near the Sulu TongJin School in Barangay Alat and another beside the Allied Bank Jolo branch. A bomb also exploded in a wet market on Serrantes Street. Thirteen soldiers were hurt in the three explosions while four civilians were injured. 

28--Unidentified armed men exploded a bomb in the compound of the Allado construction firm in Barangay Aguinaldo, Kabasalan, Zamboanga del Sur. No casualties were reported. 

29--An explosion ripped through the public market in Kabasalan, Zamboanga del Sur. No casualties were reported. 

May 

1--A bomb went off in Ipil, Zamboanga del Sur, at the foot of an electrical post. No one was injured but the blast resulted in a power outage affecting two barangays. 

1--A bomb exploded at the Sta. Clara Elementary School in Naga, Zamboanga del Sur. No one was injured. 

1--A bomb exploded at the municipal health office of Kabasalan in Zamboanga del Sur. No one was hurt. 

2--A powerful bomb exploded near Bagan Bridge in Talayan, Maguindanao. 

3--Suspected Moro rebels exploded five bombs in General Santos City, killing three and injuring 10. 

3--Six rocket-propelled grenades, reportedly launched by about 200 MILF rebels, landed inside and outside Camp Siongco of the Army's 6th Infantry Division in Datu Odin Sinsuat town beside the Cotabato airport. No one was hurt. 

3--A bomb went off between two adjoining City Hall buildings in General Santos City. A tricycle driver was killed, 10 City Hall employees were wounded. 

3--A bomb exploded in Market 3 at the General Santos Fish Port, wounding 16 civilians, most of them fish traders and laborers. 

3--A bomb exploded on board a Re Gee Kent taxi about five meters from the General Santos City Hall. 

3--An explosion rocked a 20-megawatt substation of South Cotabato Electric Cooperative II in Lanoy, Barangay Calumpang. No one was injured but the explosion caused a power outage in at least eight barangays. 

3--A bomb exploded near the town hall of Payao, Zamboanga del Sur. No one was injured. 

4--A bomb exploded in Barangay Bankerohan in Ipil, Zamboanga del Sur, seriously injuring a son of a Muslim imam. 

5--Grenades exploded in the compound of a radio station in Koronadal, South Cotabato. 

5--A grenade exploded outside an Islamic school on the outskirts of Davao City. 

5--A homemade bomb with a timing fuse exploded just outside the Select convenience store of a Shell gas station in Matina, Davao City. 

5--A bomb exploded near the front gate of a house at the Marquez Subdivision on Tetuan Highway in Zamboanga City. 

5--A homemade bomb exploded on Don Alfaro Street, 500 meters from the Tetuan police station in Zamboanga City. 

5--Two unidentified men on a motorcycle threw a homemade grenade inside the Mati Cathedral in Davao Oriental. 

5--Two bombs exploded in Pagadian City, knocking down the National Power Corporation's transformer and an electric post. At least two villages of Kabasalan, Zamboanga del Sur, suffered a brief power outage. 

5--An explosion rocked the village of Canacan in Zamboanga del Sur. 

6--A bomb exploded in Purok Upper Salazar in Mati, Davao Oriental. 

6--A bomb exploded at the gate of a mosque in Purok Lower Salazar in Mati, Davao Oriental. 

6--A bomb went off in an LCI bus just as the vehicle was about to park at the Surigao City Bus Terminal. Four women were killed and 27 others were wounded. 

6--A bomb exploded on board an Illema Bus in Dalipdipan Bridge, Taguibo, 7 kilometers north of Butuan City proper. Two people were killed and 12 others were injured. 

6--The chief of the Special Anti-Terrorist Unit was injured when a homemade bomb exploded on board a bus at the LCI bus terminal in Ma-a, Davao City. 

6--A homemade bomb exploded about a meter away from the cargo vessel MV Friendship 15 docked at Makar port in General Santos City. 

6--A bomb exploded in a skating rink in Rizal Park, Manila, injuring a vagrant. 

7--A bomb exploded in a village near Kakar River in Cotabato City. No one was hurt. 

8--A bomb exploded outside the Don Aurelio Mendoza Memorial Colleges in Ipil, Zamboanga del Sur. No one was reported hurt. 

14--A rocket-propelled grenade was fired at the Philippine National Police headquarters in Camp Crame, Quezon City. The RPG exploded in the parking lot, 30 meters from the residence of PNP Director General Panfilo ''Ping'' Lacson. 

17--An ''improvised homemade explosive'' rocked the covered pedestrian bridge on the third floor of Park Square 2 of the Glorietta Mall in Makati City, injuring 12 people, mostly teenagers. 

18--Three grenades exploded in the Serrantes Public Market in Jolo, Sulu, killing seven and injuring 30. 

18--A blast ripped through a bakeshop in Zamboanga City. One woman died and 20 people were hurt. 

19--A grenade was lobbed at a police station in Isabela, Basilan. Two were injured in the explosion. 

19--A bomb went off in Zamboanga City, after police recovered a homemade bomb in the San Miguel Beer compound. No one was hurt. 

21--A bomb exploded in the ladies' rest room of SM Megamall Cinema 6. A man was killed while 17 others were injured. 

21--An explosion in the coastal town on Malangas in Zamboanga del Sur damaged a PLDT building and a Shell gas station. There were no reported casualties. 

21--Nine blasts ripped through Buug town in Zamboanga del Sur at an interval of three to five minutes, damaging a church and other facilities. There were no reported casualties. 

24--A bomb exploded in Kabacan, North Cotabato. No one was hurt. 

24--Four people were hurt in a grenade blast in General Santos 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may25/news/news_3.htm
24 May 2000

Police officials downplayed Tuesday's foiled ambush on presidential son Joel ''Jojo'' Ejercito, saying the police were the real target of the communist breakaway faction Rebolusyonaryong Hukbong Bayan in retaliation against successful counter-insurgency operations in the province. 

No one has claimed responsibility for the ambush. 

Residents here perceived the ambush as the rebels' way of lending more destabilizing blows on the Estrada administration and targeting Ejercito, gaining media mileage in the process. 

However, Mayor Catalina Bagasina said it was she, not Ejercito, who was the ''real target'' of the ambush that killed dzMM reporter Vicente Rodriguez and wounded three aides of the mayor when it was staged 4:45 p.m. along the riverbanks of Barangay Malusac here off the coast of Manila Bay. Bagasina made the claim on Wednesday, noting that some 30 RHB rebels trained their gunfire on the speedboat that she and Ejercito originally rode during their visit to three coastal villages here. The residents of Barangays Malusac, Sebitanan and Batang were not informed that Ejercito was coming for a visit, Bagasina said. Bagasina, a member of the administration party Lapian ng Masang Pilipino, said she invited Ejercito to seek his help in bringing to the President's attention the problems of Sasmuan, a fifth-class coastal town. 

Ejercito arrived at 1 p.m., went to the Santa Lucia Parish Church for 30 minutes of prayer, had lunch at Bagasina's house in Santa Monica, and then traveled by boat to assess the conditions in the three villages. The entourage was comprised of seven boats, according to Maj. Manuel Chica, Sasmuan police chief. En route, Bagasina said she and Ejercito transferred to a faster speedboat. Three teams with 26 members of the regional and provincial mobile groups and Sasmuan police rode on the original boat. The suspects, armed with high-powered M-14 and M-16 Armalite rifles and an M-79 grenade launcher, opened fire when the original boat was 40 meters from the riverbank of Pakulayo in Malusac. The faster speedboat, driven by Bagasina's husband Manuelito, was between the first and third boat. Rodriguez, Manuel Musni, 45, Jose Maninang, 53, and Anita Manalang, 22--Bagasina's driver, security personnel and secretary--rode on the third boat. Musni, Maninang and Manalang suffered injuries and were taken to the Jose B. Lingad Memorial Hospital in San Fernando, 15 kilometers from Sasmuan. A bullet pierced through the back of Rodriguez's head, killing him instantly. His body was taken to the Funeraria Velasquez in Lubao town, east of Sasmuan. Rodriguez was documenting the ambush through his video camera when he was shot. The suspects fled toward Minalin and Macabebe towns, south of Sasmuan. Residents said the suspects were seen dragging along a wounded companion. Bagasina said she and Ejercito ducked for safety. Ejercito, she observed, was ''composed and was praying.'' The mayor's husband drove the boat to safety by heading toward Malusac proper. 

Bagasina told the Inquirer that her political opponents, whom she did not name, were behind the ambush attempt. She assumed office on May 10, immediately after she won in her nearly two years of electoral protest against Fernando Baltazar, a Lakas two-term mayor. She won by 155 votes over Baltazar. The regional trial court in Guagua town found the election in Sasmuan as marred with fraud. The Inquirer could not reach Baltazar in his Sasmuan home. Bagasina claimed that Baltazar has strong connections with the New People's Army and a Ka Basil, reportedly a rebel leader. 

In Camp Olivas, Chief Supt. Roberto Calinisan, Central Luzon police director, dismissed reports that Ejercito or Bagasina was the target of the ambush. He called the ambush a ''vengeance'' against the police which had scored several wins against the RHB. Since last year, Calinisan said top leaders of the RHB had been captured, some of its members killed or wounded during encounters and raids. He described the RHB as rebel group engaged in ''extortion activities.'' ''Among their latest victims were fishpond owners who gave big amount of money to come up with their demands as revolutionary tax, also known as protection money,'' Calinisan told Director General Panfilo Lacson, Philippine National Police chief, in a report. An operation against the RHB on April 11 killed Hermogenes Dayrit alias Ka Robin, wounded Reynaldo Lagman alias Ka Karla, Ariel Atienza alias Ka Julian and two others, and captured four more, he said. Clearing operations that lasted from Tuesday night until Wednesday morning gathered three bags of anti-government documents, including papers on disputes in public fishing grounds and letters demanding revolutionary taxes, Chica said. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may25/news/news_4.htm
24 May 2000

A 1.5-VOLT ''Eveready'' battery set off the timer of a C4 explosive stored in a plastic cup that killed a janitor and injured 17 others at the SM Megamall on Sunday, investigators yesterday said. They said the ''Eveready'' triggered an electric firing system, which used a 9-volt ''National Ultra'' battery, to activate the blasting cap of the explosive device. In a report to President Estrada, the Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task Force (PAOCTF) they reconstructed the bomb contraption and compared it with explosive devices used in previous bombings. The investigators said the device which exploded inside the Megamall cinema was made of C4, a plastic explosive with wire trappings attached to the 9-volt battery. C4 is available only to the military. The explosive was enveloped by a timer and placed in a plastic cup, that was then wrapped in a transparent plastic. The plastic cup was left inside a blue trash bin inside the men's comfort room of Cinema 6, investigators said. They said the make of the bomb provided a clue on who did the bombing. http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may25/news/news_6.htm
Thu 5/25/00 

As formal negotiations for the release of 21 hostages held by Muslim guerrillas in the southern Philippines were delayed again, some of the foreign captives appealed for speedy talks and said their long captivity was driving some of them to thoughts of suicide. http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
25 May 2000

Senator Aquilino Pimentel Jr. reiterated on Thursday his claim that the Abu Sayyaf group was a creation of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) saying he has at least three vital witnesses who can substantiate his charges. Pimentel said his witnesses include a retired Marine officer and an Army sergeant who were both part of the Abu Sayyaf group's covert operations in Mindanao. The senator believes the three witnesses will shed light on how the terrorist group was created as well as identify the military officials who conspired with the CIA in forming the extremist organization. In his privilege speech, the senator alleged that the CIA and former President Ramos, who is also a former Armed Forces chief of staff, was tied up in the creation of the Abu Sayyaf. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000526078
Fri 5/26/00

Muslim rebels holding 21 foreign hostages in the Philippines jungle have cancelled talks due to take place with government negotiators on Friday. Manila's chief negotiator, Roberto Aventajado, said the guerrillas called off the meeting because they had moved the hostages elsewhere on Jolo island, in the southern Philippines. Negotiator Farouk Hussein said military activity near the meeting site had caused "some scepticism" on the other side, prompting the rebels to split into several groups. This is the second time in a week that the rebels have cancelled talks with Mr Aventajado. Reports say the hostages have grown increasingly frustrated, and many of them are now unwell. They have expressed little confidence in the negotiations in recent interviews with journalists. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_763000/763512.stm
27 May 2000

The Philippine National Police (PNP) in General Santos City is investigating a bomb attack on a Petron oil depot in Sitio Cabo, Barangay Bawing at 12:30 am Friday. No one was reported hurt in the attack. Initial reports revealed that Petron's oil depot No. 3, containing bunker fuel, was hit by a rocket propelled grenade (RPG). Petron has reportedly been able to contain an oil spill that ensued after the explosion. The oil company said the explosive hit a storage tank and created a hole one-inch in diameter. A small quantity of industrial fuel oil spilled out of the tank but was easily contained within the dike surrounding the tank. The oil refiner said the explosive originated outside the bulk plant, possibly from a distance of 50 to 75 meters. The fuel tank did not explode as oil has very low combustible properties. Petron said the damage was minimal. Authorities believe the incident might be the handiwork of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) as the rebel group has reportedly been using RPGs in their operations. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000527013
27 May 2000

The military yesterday launched a full-scale attack on the second biggest camp of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. The assault on Camp Bushra in Butig, Lanao del Sur started at 3:30 p.m. with heavy artillery bombardment to pave the way for the advance of a total of 14 Army and Marine battalions under the Army's 4th Infantry Division. Government troops are also continuing their assault on three other MILF camps in Marugong town, about 10 kilometers away. The Army earlier launched attacks on the three MILF camps--Jabal Nur, Madina and MILF City, in Marugong to free the town from the rebels who occupied it. Three soldiers were killed and two were wounded at the start of the assault on Bushra. Government soldiers are estimated to have killed 33 rebels and wounded several others in the fighting. Some 430 families have already fled their homes in the two towns. http://www.inquirer.net/issues/may2000/may27/news/news_4.htm
27 May 2000

Lawmen yesterday found a powerful homemade explosive rigged by suspected Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels on a bridge in Kabacan, North Cotabato, in what could have been the second attempt to explode a bomb in the town in a week. The bomb, made of incendiary substances placed inside a plastic container and equipped with an improvised blasting contraption, was tied to the railing of the bridge, just adjacent to a telephone terminal. While the size of the bomb might not be enough to totally destroy the bridge, it could destroy the communication lines dangling from a post nearby. A powerful explosion rocked Kabacan's town proper at dawn Wednesday. The military blamed the MILF for the bomb attack which partly destroyed an appliance store. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Tue 5/30/00

The Philippine government and Muslim separatist rebels resumed peace talks Tuesday despite the absence of the rebels' chief negotiator because of fighting. 

Government officials said the clashes would not affect the talks with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front because the talks had no preconditions. About 50 people, mostly women and children, rallied outside the hotel where the talks were held, carrying placards saying "Stop war," and "Talk, not fight." The rebels' chief negotiator, Aleem Abdulaziz Minbantas, had to be replaced because he was trapped inside Camp Bushra, the MILF's second-largest camp, which has been under siege since the weekend, rebel spokesman Eid Kabalu said. The military claimed to have seized the camp Monday, but Kabalu said troops had only occupied a government center and a market in Butig, half a mile from the camp's center. Military spokesman Col. Rafael Romero said two soldiers and 48 rebels were killed in the assault against Camp Bushra. Kabalu called the military's report of rebel casualties exaggerated.  http://www.foxnews.com/world/053000/philippines.sml
30 May 2000

Continuous attacks on two of their major camps have allegedly prompted the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to retake a portion of the long disputed Narciso Ramos Highway in Kapatagan, Lanao del Sur, at about 4:30 a.m., Tuesday. The takeover came on the day the government and MILF panels were scheduled to resume peace talks in this city. MILF technical committee chairperson Lanang Ali revealed the reoccupation was brought about by continued military attacks on Camp Abubakar in Maguindanao and Camp Bushra in Lanao del Sur. The military claims that Camp Bushra is being used by Muslim rebels as a training camp, while Camp Abubakar is the MILF's largest and highly guarded main camp. He added the portion now retaken by the MILF is in Barangay Daguam, Kapatagan, where a government project is located. Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero, however, denied the alleged takeover.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000531007
30 May 2000

Government troops have “completely overran” Camp Bushra, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front’s (MILF) training camp in Lanao del Sur, Armed Forces officials claim. But a rebel spokesman and residents of Butig, the town that hosts the MILF’s second largest base, said battles were still raging yesterday afternoon, indicating fierce resistance from guerrillas. Rebels also said they retook several portions of Narciso Ramos Highway, barely a week after the military claimed full control of the main Mindanao artery that links provinces to major port cities. AFP officers acknowledged fierce fighting on the highway and reports of casualties. 

First Marine Brigade commander, Brig. Gen. Emmanuel Teodosio, said the government assault force included 1,500 troops from the Army’s 802 Brigade and Task Force Diamond, an elite battalion-sized group with four OV-10 bomber planes and four MG-520 attack helicopters. But MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu said the AFP took only one of Camp Bushra’s forward defense post—a medical center, “which we had left before their arrival, as part of repositioning moves.” Thousands of MILF fighters are still inside Camp Bushra, he added.  

In Zamboanga City, MILF guerrillas allegedly burned 40 houses in Barangay Tigbalabag, near the Zamboanga peninsula tri-boundary highway. Officials said no one was hurt as residents began evacuation moments after an MILF team attacked early Monday a police detachment. 

Sixty guerrillas also killed two militiamen during an evening assault on Barangay San Pedro, Tungawan, Zamboanga del Sur. Rebels also burned 14 houses, a police report said. Two civilians were reported missing. 

Communist rebels also joined the fray, attacking a police detachment in Tulunan, Cotabato, killing a soldier and a militiaman and wounding five other persons. Capt. Noel Detoyato, spokesman of the Sixth Infantry Division (6ID), said intelligence reports also indicated other impending New People’s Army (NPA) attacks across Mindanao. http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/may/31/top_stories/20000531top3.html
30 May 2000

Muslim rebels holding 21 hostages in the Philippines say they are financed by suspected terrorist Osama bin Laden, who is wanted by the United States for the bombing of two US embassies in East Africa in 1998, German television said. ZDF national television said the rebel chief with the fantasy name "Commander Robot," had spoken to one of its reporters on Jolo island and said Bin Laden provided them financial backing. The station said a ZDF team was also allowed contact with the hostages, including Renate Wallert, who is in poor health. Wallert's husband and son are the other two German hostages. The station said that the rebel group Abu Sayyaf, which translates to Father of the Sword, has long been suspected of links to Bin Laden. 

Bin Laden is suspected of masterminding the bombing of the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998 that killed 224 people. American officials say Bin Laden, who is on the 10 Most Wanted List in the United States, is being sheltered by Afghanistan's ruling Taliban, who have refused to turn him over for trial. 

In addition to the Germans, two French, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, nine Malaysians and two Filipinos were kidnapped on April 23 from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan and taken to the remote island of Jolo. The Muslim rebels have, among other things, demanded an independent Islamic state. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-05/MN053102.asp
30 May 2000

Three top officials of the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), including Hashim Salamat, and 57 others were charged with murder and frustrated murder on Tuesday before the Department of Justice (DoJ). Those charged were suspected behind the bombing of the Glorietta and SM Megamall shopping centers earlier this month. One janitor was killed and at least 23 others injured in the blasts. MILF chairman Hashim Salamat, vice chairman for military affairs Al Haj Murad, and vice chairman for political affairs Gadzali Jaafar, were held responsible for the death of SM Cinema 6 janitor Evan Calumba on May 21, as well as the May 17 bombing in Glorietta which injured at least 10 people. The Philippine National Police (PNP) has tapped as its main witness Virgilio Villagracia (a.k.a Nasser Kamsa), a deep penetration agent (DPA) who claimed to have "infiltrated" Camp Abubakar in Maguindanao and joined the explosives training of the MILF rebels. Villagracia's testimony led to a police roundup of 26 suspected MILF rebels in Bicutan, Taguig over the weekend. Villagracia  disclosed that he and other MILF recruits were instructed by Salamat to launch "terroristic attacks" in Mindanao, Davao, General Santos City, Cotabato, Cebu, and Metro Manila. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/national/20000531017
Wed 5/31/00

The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) expressed openness to the government's peace offer of expanded Muslim autonomy in Mindanao, as the fourth round of bilateral peace talks entered its second day on Wednesday. MILF panel member Professor Moner Bajunaid said MILF chairman Hashim Salamat is satisfied with the progress of peace talks in Cotabato City. The Muslim professor represents MILF peace panel chairman Aleem Abdulaziz Mimbantas who is reportedly trapped in the rebel group's Camp Bushra in Lanao del Sur, which was subdued by military troops last Monday.

No ceasefire

Reeling from a series of battlefield defeats, MILF rebels will be seeking a ceasefire with the government during the peace talks, Bajunaid said. However, the government's chief negotiator, retired general Edgardo Batenga, said a bilateral ceasefire would not be discussed. The government had refused to join a unilateral ceasefire declared by the MILF last May 6. President Estrada doubted the rebels' sincerity due to their violation of agreements made in previous peace talks, even as the MILF threw back the same accusation. 

Political package delayed

Should the MILF concede to the government offer for expanded autonomy, a joint communiqué is expected to be signed by both peace panels on Thursday. The offer comes with a "political package" outlining the government's political and economic programs that would address the roots of secession in Mindanao. Batenga explained the so-called political package includes a proposed amendment to the law governing the current semi-autonomous Muslim region in southern Mindanao.

This, he said, is to recognize Muslim Shari'ah law and expand economic, educational, and administrative benefits for the Muslim minority.

Expanded autonomy

The offer of expanded Muslim autonomy will be embodied in proposed House Bill 7883 (HB7883). It is expected to introduce amendments to the Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Organic Act, which was part of the peace accord signed by the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the government in 1996. Some 12,000 people were killed before the 1996 peace accord was signed.

But after the accord's signing, many MNLF fighters opposed to the accord defected to the MILF, which then emerged as the largest Muslim secessionist group in the southern Philippines. The smaller and more belligerent group is the Abu Sayyaf. The four provinces covered in the ARMM Organic Act are Tawi Tawi, Sulu, Maguindanao, and Lanao del Sur, which MNLF founding chairman Nur Misuari governs.

Camp Bushra

The peace talks continue with the absence of Mimbantas. Military spokesman Col. Rafael Romero said two soldiers and 48 rebels were killed during the seizure of Camp Bushra were Mimbantas is reportedly trapped. Footage taken of the camp in Butig, Lanao del Sur showed that all its major structures, including a mosque, training center, and communications center, were burned down.

Three unidentified MILF rebels allegedly surrendered after the military overran the camp. Despite fears expressed by the MILF, the government said it has no plans of overrunning the MILF's main headquarters of Camp Abubakar, which is located near Camp Bushra. The government has said it is willing to discuss economic development and greater autonomy for Camp Abubakar, where thousands of civilians live.

Evacuees

Tens of thousands of families have fled their homes as a result of gun battles between the government and secessionist rebels in Mindanao since two months ago. A report from the National Disaster Coordinating Council (NDCC) said about 50,691 families or an estimated 237,818 persons have fled their homes. The number of families staying at evacuation centers, mostly public schools and municipal halls, have reached 47,740. The NDCC also revealed over 50,000 have evacuated, with many staying at 128 evacuation centers in western and southern Mindanao and the ARMM region. The government has released an estimated P65 million for relief assistance.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-may2000.nsf/provincial/20000601034
Wed 5/31/00

A plan to bomb the busy Divisoria Mall in Binondo, Manila is believed to have been foiled with the interception of a woman with a half-pound chemical explosive and the discovery of three "wired" batteries in a comfort room and fire escape. Police said the bomb materials were being smuggled in for assembly. The materials were found one after another by mall security guards last Monday but reported to police only on Tuesday noon. Binondo police station commander Superintendent Josephus Angan said the ammonium sulfate, was found by security guard Rolly Valdez while routinely inspecting shoppers' bags at the Comercio street entrance of the mall. Valdez told police that he opened a bag of a lady shopper at about 12:40 p.m. and lifted out a plastic bag containing the powdery substance. Before he could do anything, the nervous woman suddenly ran away, leaving the guard puzzled. Angan said, however, that Valdez was able to give WPD intelligence operatives a sketch of the woman's face. The WPD intelligence unit is now following-up the case. WPD director Chief Superintendent Avelino Razon Jr. said that had the bombers succeeded in assembling the explosive, the blast would have been similar to that of the SM Megamall explosion. One person was killed while 17 others were wounded in that incident. http://www.philstar.com/
June 2000

Thu 6/1/00 

The Philippines' largest Muslim separatist group has been given an ultimatum to accept self-rule or face a military onslaught, officials say. The Moro Islamic Liberation Front, reeling after weeks of deadly clashes with troops, has been given a month to accept Manila's offer of autonomy. If the group agrees to drop its bid for independence, it would gain certain ''economic benefits'' and win control over education and the application of some Islamic laws in certain areas of the southern region of Mindanao.   

http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
Thu 6/1/00

TALIPAO, Sulu - Media and historical accounts may depict the Abu Sayyaf as a group of terrorists and bandits, but many people in this impoverished southern village, especially the young, look up to the Muslim extremists as Robin Hoods.

Many villagers here believe the Abu Sayyaf has helped protect them against harassment from other groups collecting "revolutionary taxes." The villagers also claim that the bandits extend food and livelihood assistance to them. Abdul Kadil, 14, a Grade 5 pupil of Bandang Elementary School, not only supports the extremists but also plans to join them as soon as he graduates rather belatedly from primary school. "They are the ones who have always helped us... There is no reason to be afraid of them," Kadil said in his Tausug dialect, even as he confirmed that he sometimes acts as a lookout for the group. The teenager said the Abu Sayyaf is always ready to protect the people from the military, police and assorted land grabbers. A farmer who refused to be named also confirmed his support for the Abu Sayyaf and blamed the government for neglecting this remote community. He also claimed that their rebel brothers promised them a handsome share of the booty if ransom is finally paid for separate groups of hostages still being held. He added the amount would be handed to them as a form of "assistance." "Who else would give us that kind of amount? Naturally we will support them; we aren't involved in the fighting anyway," he said in heavily accented Filipino. The villagers of Barangay Bandang, hometown of Ghalib Andang also known as Commander Robot, further claimed that the presence of the Abu Sayyaf has prevented outsiders from encroaching on their ancestral lands. Bandang is located some 16 kilometers southeast of Jolo, the capital town of Sulu. Commander Robot is one of the commanders that hold captive 21 mostly foreign hostages in Barangay Tiis Kutung, just three kilometers away from his hometown. http://www.philstar.com/
01 June 2000

Thousands of residents are expected to be affected by the destruction of two bridges in Barangay Tarik, Buadi Puso Buntong in Lanao del Sur which Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels bombed earlier this week. More than 10 municipalities in the province are likely to be paralyzed after the highway connecting Marawi City and other routes leading to the town of Butig remain impassable. Butig is where the MILF's main training base, Camp Bushra, is located. The camp was overrun by the military last Monday. The two bridges were allegedly blown up to prevent further military troop movements in areas surrounding Camp Bushra.

Meanwhile, the military continues its clearing operations in Butig, Lanao del Sur, days after Camp Bushra's capture. The camp is the second largest MILF stronghold and had been used by the rebels as a training facility. Eight government soldiers were reportedly wounded in heavy gun battles with MILF troops guarding Camp Bushra on Thursday morning. During his visit to Camp Bushra on Tuesday, 4th Infantry Division commander Gen. Roy Cimatu ordered his men to continue attacks on MILF satellite camps near Camp Bushra. The order was apparently intended to fully paralyze MILF operations in Lanao del Sur.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000602018
01 June 2000

The military has started moving in on Camp Sarmiento, the main outer-perimeter defense of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front's (MILF's) main stronghold, Camp Abubakar, in Maguindanao. Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero said the latest military offensive came after Marine troops stationed at Langkong Crossing were attacked by rebels inside Camp Sarmiento. "Our troops there are being subjected to mortar fire that's why we have to respond and move in," Romero said, shortly after talking over the phone with Maj. Gen. Gregorio Camiling, chief of the 6th Infantry Division based in Awang, Maguindanao. "We are encountering stiff resistance," he added. At least 1,500 troops will be part of the campaign against Camp Sarmiento, which is located some five kilometers away from Camp Abubakar, military sources said. The campaign on Camp Sarmiento comes three days after the military took over Camp Bushra, the second largest MILF camp located in Butig, Lanao del Sur. It is about eight kilometers away from Camp Abubakar and serves as the secessionist group's main training base.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000602021
Fri 6/2/00 

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Two bombs have been found at the place where Vice President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo is scheduled to stay during a visit to this city. The bombs were found at the parking lot of the ancestral house of Arroyo in Timuga district. The Vice President's scheduled visit to the city was postponed after suspected members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) reportedly attacked a detachment of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu) near this city. The incident happened at the boundary of Iligan and Taguluan and Lanao del Norte on Thursday night. Armed men on board a private vehicle allegedly opened fire at the paramilitary group's camp. No one was hurt in the incident. An hour after the assault, elements of the Philippine Army's 301 Brigade arrived at the scene. A military tank was also dispatched to pursue the suspected rebels. Authorities believe the attackers are MILF members who successfully entered this city after the fall of Camp Bushra in Lanao del Sur last Monday. The camp was reportedly used by Moro rebels' as their training base. Police authorities in this city are also closely monitoring Muslim communities in the area, following information that about 100 MILF rebels from Camp Bushra are being given shelter by their relatives here.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000603005
Fri 6/2/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A bomb rocked the municipality of Carmen, Davao del Norte, shortly before midnight last night. Reports say the municipal hall and police detachment of Carmen were partially damaged in an explosion caused by an M203 grenade launcher. Authorities could not determine at this time the identities of the perpetrators, but speculate the bombing could have been the handiwork of Muslim rebels. No one, however, was hurt or killed in the incident.

Reports also reveal that the target was the office of the municipal mayor. The latest bombing in Mindanao comes on the heels of a series of bombings that have hit the region since hostilities between the Philippine Army and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) started. The Office of Civil Defense has said that more than 237,000 people have already been displaced by fighting between the two sides in Maguindanao, North Cotabato and Lanao del Norte.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000603001
Fri 6/2/00

Abu Sayyaf terrorists holding 21 hostages, mostly foreigners, in the southern island province of Sulu have dropped their political demands and asked instead for P40 million for each captive, a government emissary disclosed yesterday. The source has been acting as one of the intermediaries in the government negotiations with the Abu Sayyaf gunmen for the release of the hostages who were snatched from the Malaysian diving resort of Sipadan off Borneo last April 23. He said the Abu Sayyaf asked for money after realizing that its demands for an independent Islamic state in Mindanao and the creation of a fact-finding commission to look into alleged abuses against Filipino workers in Sabah could not be implemented. Top government negotiator Robert Aventajado refused to confirm the ransom demand, but added that if true, the amount is excessive. Although the government has repeatedly said it will not entertain any ransom demands, negotiations by relatives of victims in previous Abu Sayyaf kidnappings invariably ended with payment of the so-called "board and lodging" for the captives. The emissary said the P840-million ransom demand was just the "starting point for the bargaining" with the kidnappers. Aventajado's team returned to Manila yesterday for another round of consultations with President Estrada and other government officials. http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/2/00 

COTABATO CITY - At least 32 Muslim rebels and a soldier were killed as government troops advanced on Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) camps in Maguindanao last Thursday. Army brigade chief Col. Hermogenes Esperon said five soldiers were also wounded in the fighting in the villages of Limbalod and Dungguan in Maguindanao. At Malacañang, President Estrada declared the liberated MILF camps as "zones of peace." Thursday's fighting came as negotiators from the government and the secessionist Muslim group concluded three days of peace talks in this city, about 80 kilometers from the scene of the clashes. The Army used rocket-firing MG-520 attack helicopters and artillery to soften up MILF defenses on a rebel base, Camp Usman, as ground troops advanced.

Gunbattles continued early yesterday around the camp, on the boundary of North Cotabato and Ma-guindanao, but there were no immediate reports of casualties. 

The President has rejected rebel demands for a ceasefire, urging them to accept the government's offer of a peace agreement by the end of June or face a further onslaught. Last Thursday, the MILF agreed to consider the government's offer for limited self-rule, a major shift from its struggle for an independent Muslim state in Mindanao. 

Next battleground: Camp Abubakar - After a month-long assault on MILF territories, government forces earlier this week captured Camp Bushra, the rebels' second-largest training base. They also pushed the guerrillas back from a major highway outside their main bastion of Camp Abubakar. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/2/00 

Muslim separatist rebels are ready to give up their bid for an Islamic state and accept "meaningful autonomy" in the southern Philippines but want more time to study proposals, a spokesman for President Joseph Estrada said yesterday. 

On Wednesday, Mr Estrada gave the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) an ultimatum to either accept autonomy by June 30 or face a military onslaught. While the MILF indicated willingness to study the offer, its negotiators clashed with their government counterparts over the take-it-or-leave-it ultimatum by Mr Estrada. The MILF, waging a 22-year guerilla campaign in the Mindanao region, returned to the negotiating table on Tuesday after a month-long flare-up of fighting. The Government's autonomy offer is contained in a bill that has been tabled in Congress. Official sources said the bill would amend a law that created an autonomous region in Muslim Mindanao so as to include areas where the MILF now exerts some influence. Yesterday, about 1,500 soldiers led by Marines fought through MILF mortar shells to advance to within 5km of Camp Abubakar, the central headquarters of the MILF, military spokesman Colonel Rafael Romero said in Manila. Eight soldiers were wounded yesterday by rebel snipers around Camp Bushra, the MILF camp overrun by the military on Monday. 

Mr Estrada's allies in Congress backed the continuation of the military's offensive, as civic groups, one of them led by former president Corazon Aquino, urged a ceasefire. To show they were fully behind Mr Estrada, the powerful Commission on Appointments, consisting of 24 senators and congressmen, promoted a senior military officer responsible for capturing three MILF camps in central Mindanao. Senator Rodolfo Biazon, chairman of the Senate defence committee, said: "Nobody thought Camps Bushra, Omar and Bilal could be taken." The commission is notorious for generally being very slow to confirm military appointments. The legislators also hailed Mr Estrada's decision not to stop the military offensive even while peace talks with the Muslim separatists were continuing. In rejecting the demands for a 40-day ceasefire, Mr Estrada was quoted as saying the Government would "continue to negotiate from a position of strength".   http://www.scmp.com/
Fri 6/2/00

A powerful blast rocked the town proper of Isulan, Sultan Kudarat the other night, just hours after Marine soldiers gunned down a rebel and recovered four firearms after a brief firefight with Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerrillas near Camp Abubakar Assidik in Maguindanao.

Also Thursday night, still unidentified men attacked with grenade launchers the municipal hall of Carmen, Davao del Norte. No one was reported injured in the assault, police said.

Isulan: The bomb, reportedly made of incendiary chemicals mixed with shredded cast iron, exploded at about 7:20 p.m. near a building of Isulan's Association of Barangay Chairmen along a busy street. The blast damaged the ABC building and the town's postal office, authorities said. The attack prompted banks and business establishments in Isulan to close yesterday. Thursday's attack was the fourth in Isulan since last April, and the military was quick to blame the MILF for the spate of atrocities. Last May 11, two M-79 grenades exploded at the Isulan public market. Since then, at least five bombs had been found in the area. The bomb explosion was preceded by running gunbattles between elements of the 2nd Marine Battalion Landing Team and MILF rebels in Barangay Sarmiento, Matanog, Maguindanao, which is traversed by the Secretary Narciso Ramos Highway. The Marines killed a Moro rebel, identified only as Khalil, whose body was turned over to local officials. The Marines were patrolling in Barangay Sarmiento where the MILF once maintained a sophisticated communications facility, when the rebels opened fire, triggering a firefight. Another group of MILF rebels opened fire on a group of Army engineers fixing portions of the Secretary Narciso Ramos Highway hit by bombs at the height of the military's clearing operations in the area.

Carmen: Meanwhile, Senior Inspector Matthew Baccay, information officer of the Southern Mindanao police command, said the attack on Carmen, Davao del Norte damaged the glass windows of the office of Mayor Jesus Gaviola. Witnesses claimed having seen two unidentified men running away from the scene immediately after the incident.  http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/2/00 

PRESIDENT Estrada yesterday sent a six-member delegation to Saudi Arabia in an apparent bid to counter efforts by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to convince the 56-member Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) to support an MILF proposal of a UN-sponsored referendum on the creation of an Islamic state in Mindanao. The delegation is part of the government's ''talk and shoot'' policy toward the MILF, which has paved the way for yet another battle beyond the fields of war and the negotiating table in Mindanao and into the diplomatic world. National Security Adviser Alexander Aguirre, leader of the delegation, said his team would hold ''consultations'' with key member-states of the OIC in preparation for the 27th Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on June 29. The MILF hopes to be granted an observer status during the meeting of the OIC ministerial committee, which consists of Libya, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Bangladesh, Somalia and Indonesia. 

Background: The OIC brokered the peace talks between government and the MNLF that led to the signing of the Tripoli Agreement of 1976 and the peace talks between the Ramos administration and the MNLF that led to the signing of a peace accord on Sept. 2, 1996. It was the OIC in 1974 that made the MNLF, then chaired by Nur Misuari, with MILF chair Salamat Hashim as vice chair, drop its bid for secession in favor of autonomy. Twenty years later, during the MNLF anniversary celebration in Sulu, Misuari said, it was ''a bitter pill to swallow'' but one that they had to do so as not to be isolated from the Islamic world. The MNLF was granted by the OIC a permanent observer status, as ''sole representative'' of the Bangsamoro people. Misuari, exiled by the war in the early '70s, continued the Bangsamoro struggle through international diplomacy. It was the OIC forum that gave him the wherewithal to internationalize the Bangsamoro struggle. Hashim, Misuari's vice chair in the MNLF, broke away from Misuari to set up the MILF in 1977, shortly after the MNLF claimed the Marcos regime violated the terms of the 1976 Tripoli Agreement. 

OIC June 29 Conference: Aside from Misuari, who will again bring up the topic on the implementation of the 1996 peace pact, the MILF will also present their plight before the international body this month. A government peace panel member said the MILF had been invited to the Kuala Lumpur meeting, an invitation confirmed by MILF peace panel members. ''They're already there.''  MILF vice chair for political affairs Ghazali Jaafar, who, like Hashim and MILF military chief Al Haj Murad, are being charged for the bombings in Metro Manila, is already in one of the OIC member-countries. Several other MILF leaders are also in various OIC member-countries. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/jun2000/jun03/news/news_5.htm
Mon 6/5/00

A powerful bomb blast rocked the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) yesterday, shattering glass panels and uprooting plants near the terminal building, but injuring no one. Airport security supervisor Col. Manuel Pintado said the bomb exploded some15 meters from the arrival hall, leaving a foot-deep crater in the ground and badly damaging a nearby public toilet. Police held for questioning two women wearing Muslim clothes, but they explained that they were waiting for a passenger arriving from the Middle East. A bomb explosion also ripped through a bus terminal in Iligan City yesterday, killing a man and wounding two other people.

In Jolo, Sulu, a grenade went off Saturday night outside the Mt. Carmel Catholic cathedral. The church was under renovation and nobody was inside at the time.

NAIA general manager Antonio Gana said no shrapnel was found in the blast site, indicating the explosive was not meant to kill or injure many people. The blast, the fifth to hit Metro Manila in recent weeks, compelled authorities to tighten further security in the country's international airports.  Police immediately cordoned off the area, as departing passengers waited in long lines to be inspected. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado urged the people to remain calm, but alert. 

"I know these are very difficult times, but we have to be very security-conscious," he said in a television interview. Probers believed the bomb was dropped from a car on the flyover near NAIA's Terminal I. "Admittedly, it was a strong bomb," Gana said. An airport security official said the explosive could be a "C-4 plastic device."

No flights were canceled due to the blast. The airport blast tore off part of the ceiling of a walkway, which also houses a duty-free shop and restaurants.

Authorities said the area was usually deserted at the time of the explosion which came about 7:10 a.m., as there were no incoming flights around that time.

Mercado said it was still too early to link the airport bomb attack to Muslim separatist guerrillas. Press Secretary Ricardo Puno echoed Mercado's view, saying some groups may be trying to take advantage of the situation to project an image of instability in the country. http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 6/5/00 

Suspected Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels have kidnapped a woman doctor, apparently to treat guerrillas wounded in recent fighting with government troops. Army spokesman Capt. Noel Detoyato said Dr. Epifania Asistre was abducted by heavily armed men from her clinic in Parang town, Maguindanao, which is near the MILF headquarters in Camp Abubakar. At Malacañang, Press Secretary Ricardo Puno said President Estrada may extend the June 30 deadline for the government and the MILF to reach a peace agreement only if the rebels negotiate under the framework of the Constitution. In a telephone interview, Puno reiterated the government's call that the MILF abandon its campaign to establish a separate and independent Muslim state in Mindanao.  http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 6/5/00

The mayor of Kabacan town in North Cotabato survived an ambush by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) at about 5 a.m., Monday, in Sitio Palla, Barangay Kuyapon. Two of his bodyguards, however, were killed. The ambush happened hours after the mayor and several military reinforcements responded to MILF harassment of two military detachments located in Sitio Palla and Sitio Maligaya at around 3 a.m. The rebels reportedly retreated and hid inside nearby houses only when Army tanks arrived at the scene. Bataga, a retired officer of the now defunct Philippine Constabulary, was reportedly one of the first to respond to the distress call after the MILF allegedly surrounded the detachment of the Army's Charlie company. The mayor is also an alleged member of the Christian vigilante cult Ilaga. The MILF rebels reportedly used heavy artillery including rocket-propelled grenades (RPG) in the assault. The Army said the rebel offensive was meant to divert the military's attention from its own offensives against several MILF camps in Mindanao. Army troops were also sent to the premises of the University of Southern Mindanao, as the mayor there allegedly received reports that the MILF were planning to take hostage several faculty members and students.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-JUN2000.NSF/Provincial/20000606021
Tue 6/6/00 

Philippines authorities may launch a rescue attempt if Muslim extremist gunmen refuse to release 21 hostages held for six weeks in this southern island, the chief government negotiator warned yesterday. Manila has been weighing its options for the past week after negotiations with the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers stalled, reportedly over a $A35million ransom demand and mounting pressure from foreign governments to resolve the crisis. The situation has been aggravated by 10 western journalists working for German news organisations being forced to pay $A43,000 at the weekend after they were held hostage and threatened with death by the Abu Sayyaf. The reporters were also robbed before being freed. Chief government negotiator Roberto Aventajado said his team was pursuing talks with the gunmen because of the belief that they could succeed. "But if at the end of the day they remain very unreasonable ... then that's another story," he said on radio station DZMM here. The nine Malaysians, three Germans, two Filipinos, two Finns, two French nationals, two South Africans and a Lebanese held by the Abu Sayyaf were seized from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan on April 23. Asked if the military would mount a rescue attempt, Mr Aventajado said: "That option is always open to the government." He did not say when President Joseph Estrada's government would make that decision. Abu Sayyaf says it is fighting to set up an Islamic state in the southern Philippines.  

http://www.theage.com.au/news/20000606/A40004-2000Jun5.html
Tue 6/6/00

President Joseph Estrada on Tuesday granted one of three demands of the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf, as a show of goodwill toward the possible release of 21 mostly foreign hostages in Sulu. Estrada signed a memorandum ordering the strict implementation of fishing laws and regulations in the Sulu Sea and the development of the local fishing industry in the area. The President directed Robert Aventjado, presidential adviser on flagship projects and chief hostage crisis negotiator, as well as the Department of the Interior and Local Government, Department of Agriculture (DA), Philippine Navy, Philippine Coast Guard, Philippine Fisheries Development Authority (PFDA), and Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) to carry out the memorandum order. This, the President stressed, is a part of the government's efforts "to bring about lasting peace and development in Mindanao". The government granted the third demand after having rejected outright the first two rebel demands for an independent Islamic state and the creation of a Sabah Commission to oversee the welfare of Filipino Muslims in Malaysia. The first demand compromises Philippine sovereignty while the second would strain diplomatic ties with the Malaysian government, the government said.The next round of negotiations is set on Wednesday when the government and Abu Sayyaf leaders will discuss the details of President Estrada's memorandum. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000607018
Tue 6/6/00

Malacanang said yesterday that President Estrada may ask Washington for aid in procuring military equipment with airlift and naval capabilities during his visit to the United States next month. The President and the First Lady, Dr. Luisa Ejercito Estrada, will fly to Washington, DC, and other US cities on July 26 for a one-week visit. They will be joined by a small group of Cabinet members and Filipino businessmen. According to Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora, these equipment are badly needed by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) to adequately increase its internal defense and disaster response capabilities. "We need helicopters, equipment that will help address the insurgency, and increase of naval patrol capabilities. These are what we need, not big ships. We need equipment with airlift and sea-lift capabilities." Zamora said. Last March, the members of the National Security Council (NSC) reached a consensus to shift the government's focus from external defense to internal defense concerns. Zamora said the visit will offer the Philippine government a "big opportunity" to ask for US assistance in implementing its military modernization program. Estrada will have a one-on-one meeting with US President Bill Clinton and will visit the US Congress. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-06/MN060703.asp
Tue 6/6/00 

Philippines politicians expressed yesterday dismay over a speech in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, of Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Governor Nur Misuari, chief of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), urging the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) to support a revitalized movement for an independent Mindanao represented by MNLF. 

Senate President Franklin M. Drilon led his colleagues in rebuking Misuari for bringing an internal matter to an international forum, saying the Muslim leader's action is "counterproductive." "Misuari, being the ARMM governor, is as much part of the problem. He should make an accounting of his tenure and help the government find a solution to the problem instead of presenting himself before the OIC as the savior of the Muslim people in Mindanao," Drilon said. The Senate chief said Misuari's move to revive the demand for independence for the Moro people before the OIC is "reckless and irresponsible because it only serves to heighten the divisions between Christians and Muslims in the country at a time when we are trying to build a fragile peace in the region." 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, former Defense minister of the late President Marcos, said the national government committed a mistake when it did not include the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), a former splinter group of the MNLF, during the negotiation and signing of a RP-MNLF peace accord in 1996 and again its failure to include Misuari in the current RP-MILF peace talks. Enrile, however, cautioned those seeking to impose sanctions on Misuari as it would only complicate matters. What the national government should do, according to Enrile, is to explain the current situation in Mindanao to the OIC. The national government is still addressing political situation as listed in the Jakarta peace process which was to expand the ARMM to include 10 more provinces through a plebisite, he said. On the economic side, Enrile said the national government has already released enough money to the ARMM, including funds for a 10-lane circumferential road in Jolo which has yet to be built in other parts of the country. 

Sen. Rodolfo G. Biazon, chairman of the Senate national defense and security committee, quoted Sulu Gov. Sakur Tan as saying that the 10-lane circumferential road is non-existent. Biazon qouted some members of the MNLF central committee as complaining to him that Misuari's mismanagement of the ARMM is putting MNLF to shame. "I see Misuari seeing his power slipping away as there is a possibility of the national government and the MILF coming to an agreement," Biazon said, adding that a peace agreement would mean Misuari being forced to share power with Hashim Salamat, MILF chief. "Nur is beginning to see this. He is worried that the OIC might also recognize the MILF as representative of the Bangsa Moro people and that is why he is blocking it (in Jeddah)," Biazon added. The former Marines commandant who led several armed confrontations with the MNLF in the mid-70s during its 30-year war with the national government asked how come the MILF which had only 3,000 to 5,000 armed force when it was still a splinter group of the MNLF has incresed to about 13,000 to 15,000 after the signing of the Jakarta peace accord. The increase of MILF's force could have been caused by the transfer of former MNLF soldiers to the MILF as Misuari has been losing control over the MNLF, Biazon said. Aside from proposing that Malacañang send Alexander Aguirre, national security adviser, explain the Philippine position before the OIC, Biazon also said he will be filing a bill asking the OIC to send a group of observers to witness the staging of a plebiscite next year on proposals to expand ARMM based on the Jakarta accord. 

Negros Occidental Rep. J. Apolinario Lozada, voicing multipartisan sentiment in the House of Representatives, said Misuari was getting a hefty amount from the Philippines' national budget even as he pushed the interest of the Muslim National Liberation Front as an independent state. He said President Estrada "should not take Misuari's move lightly, considering he is part of the government." "This is not plain and simple insubordination by a government official," asserted Lozada. "This is an act which could be classified as 'treason' that must be dealt with strongly." He said Misuari "must not forget he is a government official having a moral obligation to defend the country's sovereignty and the interest of its institutions." Misuari, in addressing the Organization of Islamic Conference in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, last week, warned the Estrada administration that the MNLF would "push for an independent state should government fail to grant the Muslims genuine political autonomy." Lozada said Misuari has been receiving an annual budget from the government ever since he was elected ARMM governor. "Government has spent billions of pesos to support ARMM," he said. But it turned out, said Lozada, that "all these are useless because Misuari pushed not for the interest of ARMM but supported the goal of MNLF to establish an independent state." Lozada said he believes Misuari went to the OIC to "make it appear he is in the mainstream of the struggle." "OIC gave the MNLF an observer status at the height of its armed struggle," said Lozada. "Govenor Misuari may not like the fact that the MILF led by Hashim Salamat has been more active than MNLF, and that a similar status might also be granted the rebel group." http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-06/MN060702.asp
Wed 6/7/00

PASAY CITY (ABS-CBN) - Another crescent moon is rising in Mindanao. This was disclosed on Wednesday by two senators confirming raw reports that a group of retired generals are now forming their own civilian army to negate the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF). Called the Black Crescent, this group of retired generals are now instigating the people there, particularly Christians, to arm themselves and band together and repulse the separatist move. Senator Rodolfo Biazon said information he gathered showed this newly-formed group was created in response to the renewed activities of the MILF and the Abu Sayyaf to create an independent state in the region. "Rumors have been going around about this group. They are moving armaments there, arming civilians in response to the threat ," he said. Senator Juan Ponce Enrile also said he has received such information from his sources and warned that it could ignite more bloodshed in Mindanao. "If this group is able to form and arm the Christians there, there would be a wide swath of violence there," he said. Based on this information, Enrile said the main agenda of the group is "to arm civilians to protect themselves from the extremist Muslims." Asked to which group these ex-retired generals are connected with, he said "all I know is that they are a group of retired generals." Biazon meanwhile said the MILF, based on the information he has received, has gotten hold of the identities of the retired officials and are now on their list of target for assassinations. He asked the intelligence group of the Armed Forces and the National Police to verify the existence of the Black Crescent and their "other agenda". The former military official said the unconfirmed existence of the group surfaced last week. Enrile said he sees the war in Mindanao to include this group in the future. "It will be a four-cornered fight, the government, the MILF, the MNLF and this group. It seems the situation in Mindanao is getting even worse," he said. The former Defense chief said if such development happens, "attaining peace there will even be more difficult."

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000608010
Wed 6/7/00

ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR, (ABS-CBN) - Nine Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) members reportedly surrendered to the military at about 5 p.m. on Tuesday in this province. Mayoralgo dela Cruz, commanding officer of the 5th Infantry Batallion, facilitated the surrender rites. Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero said the rebels' surrender could signal the disintegration of the MILF, as many of them are reportedly tired and hungry. Romero added that the surrenderees are disillusioned with the MILF leadership for no longer addressing the needs of rebel troops.  http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000608018
Wed 6/7/00

President Estrada will seek more military aid to help the government fight separatists in Mindanao when he visits the United States next month. Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora said the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) needs helicopters and equipment that would improve airlift and sealift capabilities. The AFP is also shopping for modern F-16 jet fighters, which could be procured through a military package from the US, he added. Zamora said the Chief Executive's July 26-29 visit will be an opportunity for the Philippines to secure the implementation of the 1999 RP-US Foreign Military Sales Credit Agreement. Under the agreement, the US, among other things, has to sell or donate some $46 million worth of used military assets and equipment and other surplus defense supplies for the Armed Forces' modernization program. Previously, the President disclosed a letter from outgoing US Ambassador Thomas Hubbard, dated July 7, 1999, which says that a used patrol boat would be part of the US military assistance to the Philippines. "As you know, we have been working in concert with the Armed Forces of the Philippines to achieve the release of the US Coast Guard cutter Port Evans," Hubbard said in the letter. "I am happy to report to you... the Defense Department gave us formal authorization to offer the Port Evans to the Philippines. I am certain that Port Evans will be helpful to the Philippines in your continuing efforts to patrol your EEZ (exclusive economic zone)." The US donation came two months after the Senate ratified the VFA on May 27 last year. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 6/8/00

LUCENA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Three high-ranking New People's Army (NPA) rebels were captured as a major communist rebel camp in Kalawagan, Tagkawayan town in Quezon province fell into military hands Wednesday morning. Elements of the Philippine Army's 31st Infantry Battalion assaulted the reported stronghold of the NPA in southern Tagalog leading to the death of at least five rebels. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000609018
Thu 6/8/00 

MANILA (AFP) - After 46 days, the Filipino gunmen holding 21 mostly foreign hostages show no sign of bowing to international pressure to set them free. President Joseph Estrada has used three sets of negotiators but is apparently no closer to winning the liberty of nine Malaysians, three Germans, two Filipinos, two Finns, two French nationals, two South Africans and a Lebanese held by the Abu Sayyaf rebel group. With each day that the exhausted captives have spent cooped up in a jungle hut in the southern island of Jolo, the kidnapers' list of demands has grown longer and the chances of an early breakthrough has become more remote, diplomatic sources here say. Chief government negotiator Roberto Aventajado, has met only once with the gunmen two weeks ago and has repeatedly warned that, going by past experience, the kidnappers are prepared to hold out for months. "Let us wait until they tire out," said another government negotiator Abdusakur Tan. 

The Abu Sayyaf, or AlHarakatul Islamiya (Islamic Movement) as it prefers to be known, has used the hostages' April 23 abduction in the Malaysian resort of Sipadan to press for the establishment of an Islamic state in the southern third of mainly Roman Catholic Philippines. They also declared themselves champions of the hundreds of thousands of Filipino Muslim immigrants in the Malaysian state of Sabah, calling for an investigation into their treatment. But in between they also sought a million dollars in cash ransom for each hostage, robbed journalists covering the crisis of cash, clothes and equipment, and stole food and medicines intended for the captives. They also ignored international appeals to free a German woman who has high blood pressure, a Malaysian man bitten by scorpions, a pregnant South African woman and a Frenchman believed to suffer from psychological problems. 

Muslims the world over have denounced their actions as "un-Islamic." Asian envoys told AFP that the kidnappers have quietly asked Manila to free at least one jailed comrade who they claimed was "framed" by the police, and demanded that a politician sympathetic to their cause be named to a key government post. None of these demands or the ransom have been publicly acknowledged by chief negotiator Aventajado, who has been working under the unrelenting glare of the media spotlight. While sitting down with the rebel leaders on the dirt floor of a dilapidated mosque in Jolo late last month, Aventajado had to watch his back as military and defense officials publicly roasted him for insisting that encircling troops pull back so talks could start. Afterwards, politicians jumped on his back for offering the gunmen a role in an expanded autonomy for the Muslim-populated island without having consulted Congress first. 

Western diplomats told AFP the five most senior Abu Sayyaf leaders with whom Aventajado has been negotiating, appeared unable to agree on what exactly they wanted in exchange for the hostages. One side appeared intent on ransom, with another faction insisting on political concessions, said one of these diplomats, who cited the differing tone of two documents which have so far been submitted to the Philippine government outlining the rebels' demands. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-06/MN060903.asp
Thu 6/8/00

THREE MORE camps of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) yesterday fell to government forces backed by armored vehicles, an Army spokesperson said. The Associated Press quoted Maj. Julieto Ando, spokesperson for the Army's 6th Infantry Division, as saying that the Philippine flag was raised over Camp Darapanan and the adjacent Camp Sampaguita in Maguindanao by midday. The third camp, Limbalod in North Cotabato, was captured later in the day, officials said. The three camps are about 10 kilometers from Camp Abubakar, the headquarters of the MILF. Soldiers last week overran the MILF's second biggest camp and military training center, Camp Bushra, in Lanao del Sur. Ando said there were no immediate reports of casualties on either side, adding there was little resistance from the rebels. He said troops discovered a complex of trenches and bunkers in the camps, which are being cleared of possible booby traps. Eid Kabalu, a spokesperson for the MILF, said only a few rebels had remained at the two camps after others were sent as reinforcements to MILF forces positioned along a highway linking Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur. 

The military operations against the rebels intensified in late April after the government decided to end a rebel stranglehold on the Narciso Ramos Highway, which included extortions of money from travelers. The military has left Camp Abubakar largely untouched, but has overrun many of its satellite camps. On Wednesday, soldiers shelled areas around Camp Abubakar and deployed about 2,000 troops to surround it. Lt. Gen. Deomedio Villanueva, Southern Command chief, said this was intended to isolate the rebels inside the camp. At least 184 government soldiers and militiamen have been killed and more than 680 wounded in clashes since January, the most serious fighting in Mindanao since the height of the MNLF rebellion in the 1970s. Last week, government and MILF peace negotiators resumed talks, stalled for a month by the fighting, while the military operations continued. Another round of talks has been scheduled for June 28. The MILF is the larger of two groups fighting for an independent Islamic state. The smaller but more radical group, the Abu Sayyaf, is holding 21 mostly foreign hostages on Jolo Island. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/jun2000/jun09/news/news_main.htm
Thu 6/8/00

According to military intelligence, the MILF now has a standing army of about 15,000 men, nearly double than its 1995 estimate of 8,000 guerrillas. US intelligence, which considers worldwide Islamic fundamentalism one of the biggest threats to American security after the collapse of the Soviet Union, puts MILF's strength at 35,000 to 40,000 fighters. The MILF, however, has been consistent in its claim that it has six divisions with a total combat strength of 120,000 men. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/jun2000/jun09/news/news_3.htm
Fri 6/9/00 

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Contrary to earlier reports, the two high-ranking leaders of the largest Muslim secessionist rebel group have already left the country for Malaysia, according to the Armed Forces, Southern Command (Southcom) on Friday. The military has initially denied reports that Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) chairman Hashim Salamat and vice chair for military affairs Al Haj Murad were able to slip out of the country to seek help from supporters abroad. Armed Forces Southern Command (Southcom) chief Bernardo Pinpin refuted a statement made Thursday by his chief, Gen. Diomedio Villanueva, saying the latest military intelligence report confirmed they have abandoned their followers. Due to incessant military offensives on MILF camps in Mindanao, Pinpin disclosed that Salamat and Murad apparently packed their bags amid fears that their main rebel stronghold - Camp Abubakar in Maguindanao - will fall next into military hands. Unnamed sources were earlier quoted in newspaper reports saying the two are in Kuala Lumpur for talks with representatives of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). Pinpin added the rebel leaders will do anything to avoid arrest. Pinpin told TV Patrol they have also received other reports that the MILF are luring teenagers to join the rebellion movement, as ordered by Salamat and Murad before they left. The new recruits are reportedly being trained somewhere in this city. "These people are now beginning to lose their will to fight" Pinpin said.

Bombs in the city

Meanwhile, three suspected Moro rebels were reportedly sighted aboard M/V Doña Ramon which was on its way to Lamitan town in nearby Basilan province also on Friday. Elements of Task Force Zamboanga immediately went to inspect the inter-island ferry but the alleged rebels were able to escape. However, authorities discovered an abandoned sack of ammonium nitrate, a component for making bombs, aboard the ferry. In another news, joint forces of the local police, Southcom, and Task Force Zamboanga were alerted over a bomb discovered inside the Golden Bell Shopping Center in this city. The bomb disposal team immediately diffused the explosive. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000610031
Fri 6/9/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The extremist group Abu Sayyaf has confirmed Friday they are demanding US$1 million dollars ransom for each of the 21 mostly foreign hostages they are holding in the Southern island of Jolo. "That is confirmed," said Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya in a radio interview. A government emissary involved in efforts to release the hostages told Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) of the ransom demand on June 2 but the government has repeatedly refused to publicly confirm it. The emissary said the ransom demand was key factor stalling negotiations for the release of the hostages from Germany, France, Finland, South Africa, Malaysia, Philippines, and Lebanon. All previous Abu Sayyaf kidnappings have ended with money being paid to the rebels - normally under the guise of "board and lodging" expenses for the captives. Abu Sayyaf wanted the ransom money to support their armed campaign, Sabaya said without elaborating. But he made it clear that the Abu Sayyaf would still press ahead with their other demands for an independent Islamic state and the setting up of a panel to investigate alleged human rights abuses against Filipino immigrants in the Malaysian state of Sabah. The government panel has repeatedly rejected the two demands.

Sabaya is linked to Abu Sayyaf unit operating on the island of Basilan, where the group had held eight all-Filipino hostages since March. Galib Andang, one of the Abu Sayyaf leaders whom the government is negotiating with, proposed Thursday that Sabaya and another Basilan rebel leader Khadafy Janjalani be involved in the Jolo negotiations. The hostages were abducted from the Malaysian resort of Sipadan off Borneo on 23 and brought by speedboat to Jolo.

Time frame

This developed as Malacañang denied the June 12 "time frame" set by the President to government negotiators for the Sipadan hostages. Press Undersecretary Mike Toledo said the government continue to search for peace as it works for safe release of the 21 hostages. Chief Government negotiator Robert Aventajado earlier revealed that President Estrada only gave him up to June 12 to come up with substantial results on the Sulu hostage crisis. Such time frame, however, could not be ascertain if the President only wants to have a major announcement on June 12 - the country's celebration of its 102nd year of independence. Contrary to speculations, negotiations with the ASG will definitely continue even if the government fails to come up with a substantial result beyond June 12, Toledo said. "That is not a deadline. The President is only telling his people to speed up the negotiations," Toledo added. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000610027
Fri 6/9/00 

SULTAN KUDARAT, (ABS-CBN) - Six Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) fighters were killed while two members of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu) were seriously wounded in clashes since Thursday in Palimbang town, this province. Skirmishes began after the MILF launched an attack in Sitio Sinangkangan, Milbuk in Palimbang last Wednesday. The attack forced armed civilian volunteers and the military to retaliate. A two-hour gunfight ensued forcing MILF forces to retreat. The rebels then returned to the area and launched an offensive at around 4:30 am. This forced the 68th Infantry Battalion under Lt. Alex Ampati to bring in Cafgu members for reinforcement. An aerial assault also drove the rebels out of the area prompting them to leave several of their firearms. Col. Delfin Lorenzana, commander of the 601st Infantry Brigade, said the MILF rebel group that stormed Palimbang was also responsible for harassing the residents of Tambilil in Kiamba, Sarangani province last Monday. The group is part of a large contingent of MILF rebels who were seen moving from Maguindanao to Sultan Kudarat. A few days ago, 30 heavily armed MILF fighters attacked a detachment of the Army's 68th Infantry Battalion in Kiamba, Sarangani. Reports say, two army soldiers and one CAFGU member were wounded in the incident.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-JUN2000.NSF/Provincial/20000610002
Fri 6/9/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Two soldiers and a farmer were killed as clashes between government forces and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) escalate in North Cotabato on Friday. Col. Hermogenes Esperon, commander of the Army's 602nd Infantry Brigade said farmer Leopoldo Tumagod and one unidentified soldier was killed and four more troopers were wounded when MILF rebels fired rocket-propelled grenades (RPG) at an Army platoon patrolling the road in Aleosan and Pikit. Hundreds of motorists were also stranded after government troops closed the road following the ambush, Esperon added. Soldiers prevented about 300 vehicles from passing through the road to keep motorists from getting caught in the crossfire. The clash triggered a running gunfight along the 15-kilometer stretch of the road that links the cities of Cotabato and Davao. Government troops were backed by armored vehicles as heavy artillery pounded on rebel positions near the highway. Esperon said he expects the road to be cleared of MILF rebels and reopened on Friday afternoon. One soldier was also killed and seven others were wounded as intense fighting between MILF rebels and government forces erupted along Limbalod, near the boundary between Pagagawan in Maguindanao and Carmen in North Cotabato. The Muslim secessionist rebels are believed to be running a shadow government in the area. Esperon also disclosed that suspected MILF rebels reportedly attempted to blow up a 20-meter concrete bridge in Sitio Tampat, Barangay Ulampa in nearby Midsayap town at dawn on Friday. He added that one of five dynamites planted under the bridge exploded, causing slight damage. The four other explosives failed to blow up. No one was reported injured in the explosion. On Thursday, government forces met little resistance when they captured Camp Darapanan and the adjacent Camp Sampaguita in Maguindanao. Military operations against the rebels intensified in late April after the government decided to shut down dozens of MILF satellite camps. However, the military has left Camp Abubakar largely untouched. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-JUN2000.NSF/Provincial/20000610013
Mon 6/12/00

COTABATO, (ABS-CBN) - Thousands of villagers fled their homes Monday as the military bombarded four villages occupied by Muslim separatist rebels in North Cotabato, a military spokesman said. About 5,000 families from the four villages and six others nearby fled to schools near the town center and homes of relatives to escape being caught in the crossfire, Midsayap mayor Romeo Arania said. On Sunday, guerrillas from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front occupied the villages of Mudsing, Nas, Tumbras and Salunayan in Midsayap town, North Cotabato province, a day after the military overran a rebel camp in nearby Maguindanao province. Bombers, helicopters and artillery pounded rebel positions in the four villages as two army battalions backed by armored vehicles moved in, said Maj. Julieto Ando, the military's 6th Infantry Division spokesman. At least three MILF guerrillas were killed as the military drove the rebels towards a marshland by noon, Ando said. There were no government casualties during the fighting, he added. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000613022
Mon 6/12/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Despite the ongoing peace talks, government troops continued its military offensives and recaptured on Monday four North Cotabato villages occupied by Moro Islamic Liberation Front rebels. Military forces successfully turned out the rebels occupying barangays Tumbras, Mangga, Malingaw and Crossing Kapinpilan all in the town of Midsayap. Damage in the area was relegated to a few houses that were burned down after the military called for air support to drive out the rebels. Clearing operations started late Monday morning after a Simba armored carrier and members of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) aided the military. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000613021
Mon 6/12/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A vigilante group led by Commander Abdul Mijal has released eight relatives of Abu Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Janjalani, reportedly in exchange for two teachers and six students taken hostage by the Muslim extremist group in Basilan almost three months ago. A report on ABS-CBN's News Channel said Janjalani's relatives were turned over on Saturday to the Basilan Crisis Committee in Sumisip town. They were expected to be handed over to the government's chief hostage crisis negotiator Robert Aventajado before they are brought to Jolo, Sulu for the hostage swap deal to take effect. Aventajado is presently leading negotiations with another Abu Sayyaf group in Sulu holding 21 mostly foreign hostages in the hinterlands of Talipao town. However, the Abu Sayyaf rejected on Saturday Aventajado's participation in the talks, insisting that Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora and Sulu governor Abdusakur Tan take his place. The vigilante group kidnapped Janjalani's kin in Basilan, retaliating against the Abu Sayyaf's abduction of a priest, teachers, and children from two schools in the province last March 20. Janjalani's wife and infant son were released a month later in a hostage swap deal that the Abu Sayyaf failed to honor completely. The rebel group reneged on its promise to free all its hostages, only releasing two children. Earlier, the release of the Basilan hostages loomed large after Aventajado bared the rebel group, led by Commander Quirino Sakandal, was supposed to turn them over to him two weeks back. But a lack of coordination between the negotiating panel and the military derailed the release, as the latter continued troop movements near the rebel hideout. The military, for its part, said it was unaware of the negotiating panel's plan. Following this, reports surfaced that the Abu Sayyaf rebels in Basilan had abandoned their hostages. Another report, meanwhile, said only the child hostages were transferred out of Basilan and brought to a nearby island under Sakandal's supervision. Two teachers were reportedly left in Basilan. Military pursuit operations launched on April 22 have since left the Abu Sayyaf rebels running. A week earlier, Basilan governor Wahab Akbar said a band of about 20 Abu Sayyaf rebels sent surrender feelers to the local government. However, the rebels demanded immunity from criminal charges and the chance to keep their arms. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000612004
Mon 6/12/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Skirmishes between government troops and Muslim secessionist rebels continued over the weekend in Sultan Kudarat, leaving six insurgents killed and two civilian militiamen hurt. Some 80 Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerrillas attacked a village in Palimbang town, Sultan Kudarat, prompting a gun battle with the military. Clashes in the town reportedly heightened after MILF guerrillas launched an attack in Sitio Sinangkangan, Milbuk, in Palimbang last Wednesday. Major Lito Aso of the Army's 6th Infantry Division said the gun battles between the MILF rebels and the militiamen and Army reinforcements continued throughout Wednesday afternoon. On Friday, two soldiers and a farmer were killed and nine soldiers were injured during fighting over a major highway linking this city to Davao City, the largest urban center in the southern Mindanao region. Hundreds of travelers were stranded for about seven hours, after government troops closed the road following an ambush of an Army patrol unit in the town of Pikit, North Cotabato province. The ambush set off a running gun battle along a 15-kilometer stretch of the highway, which was cleared of MILF guerillas by early Friday afternoon. Military operations against the rebels intensified in late April after the government decided to shut down dozens of MILF satellite camps. At least 184 government soldiers and militiamen have been killed and more than 680 wounded in clashes since January, the most serious fighting in the southern Mindanao region since the height of the Muslim rebellion in the 1970's.  http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000612008
Mon 6/12/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The military seized another satellite camp of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) while fighting raged in a nearby province where the rebels took more than 50 villagers hostage as human shields Saturday, military officials said. Army Capt. Noel Detoyato of the 6th Infantry Division (ID) identified the fallen camp as Camp Mohammad Al Fateh located in Barangay Calean in Baluan, Maguindanao. The province is where two strongholds of the MILF are located - Camp Rajamuda and Camp Abubakar, the main rebel headquarters. Camp Al Fateh is about 120 kilometers (75 miles) south of Camp Abubakar. Despite the military's incessant attacks on its surrounding area, Camp Abubakar has been left largely untouched. The military earlier captured the Limbalod complex which serves as Camp Rajamuda's defense perimeter along the boundary of Maguindanao and Pikit, North Cotabato. Recovered from the complex were documents proving the existence of an MILF shadow government in the area. Soldiers also found bunkers and deep-running trenches inside the complex. The military has seized more than a dozen MILF camps since launching an offensive two months ago which touched off the worst fighting in the impoverished South in more than 25 years. 

Al Fateh

The 6th Infantry Division spokesperson Julieto Ando said about 1,000 government soldiers, backed by artillery fire and planes, seized Camp Al Fateh which has been used by the MILF as a jump-off point in attacking civilian centers and cattle-rustling in nearby areas. Detoyato said the rebel camp was overrrun around 3:30 p.m. by elements from the 57th Infantry Batallion and 301st Brigade. The military operation started around 9 a..m. using two MG-520 attack helicopters.

"The military response was prompted by harassment conducted against our troops in the boundary of Marbel, South Cotabato. We will pursue them as long as they commit harassments," Detoyato said. The military official described Camp Mohamad Al Fateh as almost 800 hectares large and a well-fortified stronghold having 28 positional bunkers and 100 running trenches. It also houses the 102nd Brigade of the 1st Field Division of the Bangsa Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF) of the MILF, Detoyato said. Only one MILF casualty, however, was recovered, prompting Detoyato to quip that "the rebels might have carried their dead or the dead ran away with their fleeing comrades".

No government casualties were reported. 

The latest military victory came as the June 30 deadline for the peace negotiations with the MILF nears. President Estrada has refused to extend the talks. It also came at a time when the influential Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) has asked the government to halt all military operations against the MILF and pursue negotiations with the rebel group. On Saturday, Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado hinted that the government might consider the OIC request sometime next week, after the military has neutralized almost all rebel camps and leaving Camp Abubakar as the sole sanctuary of the secessionist group.

Hostage-taking

In nearby North Cotabato province, about 500 Moro rebels attacked four villages in the town of Midsayap also on Sunday, mayor Romeo Arania said in an Associated Press report. The rebels, heavily armed with mortars and machine-guns, reportedly took more than 50 Midsayap villagers hostage as human shields when about 500 government soldeirs responded to the attack, Ando said.

Other residents managed to escape from the area, about 60 kilometers (35 miles) north of this city, he said. There were no reports of casualties in the fierce fighting, which was still continuing late Sunday afternoon. The MILF denied taking any hostages and said the civilians had merely been trapped in the crossfire.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000612013
Mon 6/12/00

TARLAC, (ABS-CBN) - One communist rebel was killed while another one was captured during an early morning encounter Sunday with government troops in this province. Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo identified the slain New People's Army (NPA) guerrilla as Salli Nasser, while the captured rebel was identified as one Joel Tiglao. The military report said the encounter occured at about 1 a.m. in Barangay Bueno, Capas municipality, when elements of the 68th Infantry Battalion chanced upon a 15-man rebel group in the area. A 15-minute gun battle ensued resulting in the death of Nasser and the arrest of Tiglao. There were no casulties on the government side. Recovered from the rebels were one Carbine rifle, one shotgun, ammunition, and subversive documents. At present, Tiglao is undergoing tactical interrogation at the military headquarters in Tarlac.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000612003
Mon 6/12/00

LEGAZPI CITY, (ABS-CBN) - After almost three months of peace, a band of communist rebels attacked anew in an Albay town on Tuesday, leaving one policeman wounded. The encounter ensued between New People's Army (NPA) guerrillas and the Philippine National Police's (PNP's) Regional Mobile Group (RMG) in Barangay Catumag, Guinobatan, Albay at about 10 a.m. Reports said 17 RMG elements had just finished their internal security operations in Sitio Madaon-Daon, Barangay Lumacao, also in Guinobatan, when some 30 NPA rebels started firing at them from nowhere. Police officer 1 (PO1) Danny Bayos of the RMG Alpha Company suffered a gunshot wound on his right thigh during the 30-minute gun battle. The Philippine Army and the local police are on a manhunt for the fleeing rebels. The last skirmish reported in Albay occurred last March 15 when suspected NPA rebels were cornered by military elements in Tabaco town. Six communist rebels were killed in the encounter, including their group commander, a certain Ka Vic. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-JUN2000.NSF/Provincial/20000609021
Mon 6/12/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The embattled governor of the Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), Nur Misuari, received further attacks from the governors of two of four provinces under his jurisdiction. Sulu governor Abdusakur Tan and Maguindanao governor Zacaria Candao criticized Misuari for turning a deaf ear to their appeals for funding. Tan said the last time they got financial help from the ARMM governor was in 1996, the year when the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) signed a peace accord with the government. Misuari is founding chairman of the MNLF, who assumed ARMM's governorship after the signing of the accord. The current ARMM comprises four of the poorest provinces in Mindanao - Sulu, Maguindanao, Tawi-Tawi, and Lanao del Sur. For his part, Candao said other member-provinces have had similar complaints. "Although I had presented budgetary needs to Misuari, he would chuckle but no funds would arrive . . . Personally, I want to separate from ARMM. But this still is subject to consultation with the people," Tan said. Responding to Tan's statement, Candao said: "We have the same sentiment as Sulu. Provinces used to have common funds. But since Misuari sat in power, he kept the funds all to himself with none reaching us." Malacañang is poised to seek a preventive suspension on Misuari should he fail to account for P18 billion in ARMM funds. Misuari has been in hot water lately for an anti-government speech he made before the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia last week. Legislators had taken turns in berating Misuari for what they believe were his irresponsible pronouncements that the government failed to fulfill its end of the bargain in the 1996 peace accord signed with the MNLF. He said the government failed to bring development in the war-torn southern Philippines. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-JUN2000.NSF/Provincial/20000608029
Tue 6/13/00

Philippine maritime police, navy and coast guard are on full alert on Sunday to block attempts by Muslim extremists from smuggling their hostages out of the southern island of Jolo. The Sulu police chief said intelligence reports indicated that all the 21 mostly-foreign hostages, held by the Abu Sayyaf group, are still in the jungle, but could have been divided into two groups in separate villages. He said the move to split the hostages indicates the rebels may try to slip them out of Jolo, where they have been kept in dire conditions for the past 50 days. Talks for the release of the hostages are still dragging on with no early solution in sight.  

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/articles/2000/06/12/southeastasia29500.htm
Wed 6/14/00

MORO Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) leaders have fled Camp Abubakar, their 10,000-hectare headquarters in Maguindanao, leaving behind only a handful of fighters to take a token defensive position against fierce military bombardment. 

Camp Aguinaldo, confirming reports of rocket fire and bombings on Abubakar and Camp Rajamada, said it had unconfirmed reports that MILF Chairman Hashim Salamat and his deputy for military affairs, Al Haj Murad, were wounded in the assault on Camp Abubakar, the rebels’ 10,000-hectare main headquarters. 

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) officials said the attack followed an ambush on Maj. Gen. Gregorio Camiling, commander of the Sixth Infantry Division (6ID). 

MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu, however, said Salamat and Murad had long left the area. He also said the shelling of Abubakar started last week. “There is very heavy bombardment,” Kabalu told THE MANILA TIMES in a phone interview. “The government’s claim of wanting peace is a big, big lie.” Kabalu admitted MILF men staged the ambush against Camiling.  Strangely, he apologized. “We’re sorry. Our forces did not know he was there.” The rebel spokesman confirmed the MILF now has a standing policy to ambush all government formations and teams, “except generals,” but failed to explain the exemption. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/jun/15/top_stories/20000615top2.html
Wed 6/14/00 

The military attacked a major Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) camp in Maguindanao on Wednesday, hours after a high-ranking military official was ambushed in the area. Air Force planes, augmented by two Army battalions, dropped bombs and rockets on Camp Rajamuda at the boundary of Maguindanao and North Cotabato. The camp, which is believed to be occupied by about 500 rebels, is one of two remaining major MILF camps in the southern Mindanao region. The other major camp, Camp Abubakar, has been largely untouched since the military launched a major offensive against the rebels about two months ago. The attack on Camp Rajamuda came several hours after a convoy of division commander Maj. Gen. Gregorio Camiling was ambushed by MILF guerrillas in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao, at about 5:35 a.m., Wednesday. Camiling was unhurt in the ambush, but one soldier was wounded and one Simba armored vehicle was damaged. Last Friday, two civilians were killed and nine soldiers were wounded during fighting along the highway linking Cotabato City and Davao City, while hundreds of travelers were stranded for about seven hours after government troops closed the road. Meanwhile, soldiers found dozens of decomposing bodies of MILF guerrillas in another rebel camp, Jabal Nur in Marugong, Lanao del Sur province which was overrun by the military on Monday. Major Johnny Macanas, spokesman of the Army's 4th Infantry Division, said the camp was being used by the rebels to replenish their supplies and ammunition. At least 184 government soldiers and militiamen were killed and more than 680 wounded in clashes since January, in what the military consider the most serious fighting in the southern Mindanao region since the height of the Muslim rebellion in the 1970's. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000615031
Wed 6/14/00

NAGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The New People's Army (NPA) is strengthening its Bicol operations against the government in an effort to draw attention away from the Mindanao conflict. Hostilities between government troops and communist rebels have intensified in the Bicol region, the military disclosed Tuesday. Four encounters were recorded since June 1 in Tagkawayan, Quezon and several parts of Albay, said Col. Lazaro Juan of the Philippine Army's 2nd Infantry Division based in Camp Canuto, Pili, Camarines Sur. Seven communist rebels have died while a number of high-powered firearms and two laptop computers were seized in the Tagkawayan incident. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000615025
Wed 6/14/00

PRESIDENT Estrada yesterday gave Catholic bishops in Mindanao six months to convince Moro Islamic Liberation Front rebels to lay down their arms, in effect extending until Dec. 15 a June 30 deadline for negotiators to produce substantive results in ongoing peace talks. He made the concession after four hours of what Press Secretary Ricardo Puno described as a "very emotional" meeting with the Mindanao bishops, leaders of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines and representatives of the Bishops Businessmen Conference. 

http://www.inquirer.net/
Wed 6/14/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY - A homemade bomb exploded inside a moviehouse in downtown Jolo yesterday, wounding at least four persons. Those wounded in the blast at JRS Beta Studio were identified as Albani Andanan, 50; Elin Silvino, 23; Muktadin Isnirani and Armando Padilla. Early last month, at least eight people were killed and 30 others were wounded in twin grenade blasts in the Sulu capital town. Authorities have blamed the Abu Sayyaf for the explosions. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 6/15/00

QUEZON CITY (ABS-CBN) - The military confirmed on Thursday it will slow down offensives in Central Mindanao as the capabilities of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) have greatly weakened. "There will be a deceleration because of the series of defeats suffered by the MILF. They're running low on ammunition, they're on the run, and don't have the sanctuaries anymore," said Col. Jaime Canatoy, chief of the Armed Forces Civil Relations Service. Canatoy further stressed the military capability of the secessionist group is not as strong as before following the capture of 19 MILF camps by government troops. "We have degraded their military capability and they're not as strong as before," he said. However, Canatoy said operations will remain should the rebels harass communities and soldiers in the field. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000616022
Thu 6/15/00 

QUEZON CITY (ABS-CBN) - Malacañang belittled anew reports that the New People's Army (NPA) will take advantage of the Mindanao crisis to launch a full-scale offensive against the government. In an interview over dzMM radio Thursday, Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora said National Democratic Front (NDF) chairman Luis Jalandoni's call for the NPA to launch offensive operations against the government is nothing new. The NPA is the military arm of the NDF, the political body representing the Communist Party of the Philippines based in the Netherlands. Malacañang is claiming the NPA threat to attack the government is only meant to conceal the sagging image of the communist movement. "It is just designed to project the strength of the NPA and create chaos in the country. But they have no capability since they have no significant firearms and their strength is dwindling," Armed Forces civil relations service chief Col. Jaime Canatoy said.

Canatoy claimed the rebels could hardly "muster 20 to 30 guerillas in staging attacks" against government targets. "They are only capable of putting up a small force," he added. Earlier reports said the exiled Jalandoni called on the communist rebels to intensify tactical offensives against the "enemy" while the military and police are busy dealing with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and the extremist Abu Sayyaf group in Mindanao. About 70% of the military's total strength of over 120,000 soldiers are now deployed in the war-stricken region. But Canatoy said communist rebels should not heed the call of Jalandoni since the NDF leader is no longer a Filipino citizen. "Jalandoni is no longer a Filipino. He's a Dutch citizen and should not be followed," he said. As of 1999, the military estimates the NPA strength to be at 10,600 guerillas, with 6,200 firearms nationwide. At present, the communist rebels are holding as captives Army Maj. Noel Buan and police Chief Inspector Abelardo Martin in Quezon province. Buan had been in captivity since July last year, while Martin was seized during a rebel raid last November. Canatoy cited military intelligence reports which showed the two officers are being kept separately and are being transferred from one place to another.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000616010
Thu 6/15/00 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Thirty-three more families from Sultan Kudarat arrived in this city on Wednesday bringing to 700 the total number of families seeking refuge from clashes between the government and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). The families were shipped aboard a Navy boat from Palimbang in Sultan Kudarat to escape heavy fighting in the area. Palimbang residents are also demanding that the Army's 68th Infantry Battalion be replaced with troops from the Philippine marines. They said the Army unit has not been effective in battling the MILF. The residents lamented that two more civilians were killed by the rebels despite the Army's presence. Meanwhile, the International Islamic Relief Organization from Saudi Arabia recently arrived in the city to distribute relief goods to thousands of evacuees affected by the Mindanao crisis. The group brought medicines, noodles, sardines and other items for the evacuees. The relief mission will end in two days. The evacuees are reportedly apprehensive in accepting the goods fearing there are alterior motives behind the assistance. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000616008
Thu 6/15/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) governor Nur Misuari is reportedly contemplating on not returning to the Philippines to participate in the Senate inquiry on the alleged misuse of development funds for his region. Misuari proceeded to Malaysia straight from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia where he was invited as an observer in a meeting of the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC). Senators are questioning where the P19.5 billion peso budget for the region went after reports came out that the ARMM government misused the funds. The funds were primarily geared towards development projects such as infrastructure, irrigation and social services. The investigation was born out of Philippine National Police (PNP) chief Panfilo Lacson's claim that Misuari may have squandered the ARMM funds. Prior to this, Misuari incurred the ire of some senators after he lambasted the present government in an OIC forum in Saudi Arabia. He said the Estrada administration is not complying with the peace accord signed with the Misuari-led Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) way back in 1996. Meanwhile, the ARMM governor's followers said Misuari's decision to return to the country may depend on developments in the coming days. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000616004
Thu 6/15/00

MORO National Liberation Front (MNLF) members are undergoing military retraining in Saudi Arabia in anticipation of a new separatist campaign, Middle East and intelligence sources told THE MANILA TIMES yesterday. “There are several Muslim converts here in Saudi Arabia undergoing military training,” a senior Filipino worker for a Saudi-based company told THE TIMES.  He said the 15 men, the latest batch to train in an undisclosed base there, have identified themselves as members of either the MNLF or its separatist rival, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). In Mindanao, officials confirmed a list of 200 “missing” MNLF police integrees but said they were still waiting for explanations from their former rebel superiors. “We don’t want to be malicious but they were given enough time to report back to mother units,” a ranking police officer official told THE TIMES. “But, still, no word from them.” A MNLF member also said the police regional command of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao failed to comply with Philippine National Police (PNP) Director General Panfilo Lacson to account for integree absentees. “We report every day and we suffer their (officials) suspicion because many integrees cannot be found in the barracks,” the ex-guerrilla said. 

ARMM police chief, Sr. Supt. Jilhani Nani belied the claim, saying it came from detractors. MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu denied his group trained in Saudi Arabia. MILF guerrillas, he pointed out, prefer Afghanistan, because South Asian terrain more closely resembles the rugged Mindanao landscape. Kabalu, however, confirmed that the MNLF has been sending veterans and new recruits to the Saudi Arabian capital Riyadh over the last year. Military intelligence sources validated his claim. http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/jun/16/top_stories/20000616top3.html
Thu 6/15/00

The extremist Abu Sayyaf guerrillas have dramatically strengthened their firepower with the recent delivery to them of an arms shipment from Vietnam worth P7.6 million, a military intelligence source said. The source said the shipment, consisting of assorted high-powered rifles, rocket launchers and at least 10 barrels of 81-mm. mortar, came from Vietnam and was transported to Sulu via Davao City to avoid detection. The source said arms shipments for the Muslim rebel groups were normally smuggled into the country through the southern backdoor, particular in the island province of Basilan which is generally considered an Abu Sayyaf stronghold. Military authorities could not explain why the shipment originated from Vietnam, but said the country has long been used as a transshipment point for smuggled firearms. They added that Vietnam also has a flourishing gun manufacturing industry. "We have been receiving reports that the weapons coming from them (Vietnamese) are coursed through Malaysia before finally reaching the southern Philippines," a ranking military official told The STAR. Intelligence sources said smuggled firearms are normally unloaded in the high seas in the South to three to five vessels posing as fishing boats, which then deliver the shipments to their respective consignees. The sources also said the Abu Sayyaf has established links with international terrorist groups that provide financial and logistical support to their secessionist struggle. Arms landings for the Abu Sayyaf allegedly occur twice or thrice every year. They said the extremist guerrillas avail themselves of the lulls in fighting with government forces to procure more firearms, consolidate forces and solicit outside support. The military estimated the Abu Sayyaf strength at a little over 1,000 men and about 600 firearms. The spate of kidnappings in Mindanao involving Abu Sayyaf terrorists mostly ended in ransom payments which military and government authorities believed were used by the group to procure more firearms from abroad. The group is still holding 21 hostages in its jungle lair in Talipao town in Sulu, and eight Filipinos, six of them children, in nearby Basilan. The kidnappers are asking for $20 million for the release of the hostages in Sulu, or nearly $1 million for each of the captives. http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/16/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The extremist group Abu Sayyaf is reportedly set to receive a large shipment of firearms from Vietnam that has reportedly slipped into the country via Davao earlier this month. The military disclosed that the shipment contains 20 recoilless rifles, 10 tubes of 81mm mortars, four high-powered armalite rifles, and an undisclosed number of 45-caliber pistols, besides other unclassified types of ammunition. Military intelligence agents are currently investigating the possible involvement of a local sea vessel in the illegal shipment of firearms intended for the Abu Sayyaf based in Basilan province. The M/V Isabela, a local ferry boat plying the Zamboanga-Basilan route, is being investigated for transporting the firearms, according to reports received by the Armed Forces of the Philippines - Southern Command (AFP-Southcom).

AFP Southcom vice commander Alberto Braganza said they have yet to receive the full details of the report but assured that military intelligence agents are already working on the case. The AFP's Task Force Zamboanga earlier confiscated assorted firearms and ammunition worth about P7.6 million on board the vessel. The arms shipment was believed to be intended also for the Abu Sayyaf. The task force also confiscated a sack of ammonium nitrate from another unnamed vessel. Ammonium nitrate is a chemical used in the production of explosives. Braganza stressed they have yet to verify all reports and file necessary charges against those behind the arms smuggling.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000617018
Fri 6/16/00

LEGAZPI CITY, (ABS-CBN) - After almost three months of peace, a band of communist rebels attacked anew in an Albay town on Tuesday, leaving one policeman wounded. The encounter ensued between New People's Army (NPA) guerrillas and the Philippine National Police's (PNP's) Regional Mobile Group (RMG) in Barangay Catumag, Guinobatan, Albay at about 10 a.m. Reports said 17 RMG elements had just finished their internal security operations in Sitio Madaon-Daon, Barangay Lumacao, also in Guinobatan, when some 30 NPA rebels started firing at them from nowhere. Police officer 1 (PO1) Danny Bayos of the RMG Alpha Company suffered a gunshot wound on his right thigh during the 30-minute gun battle. The Philippine Army and the local police are on a manhunt for the fleeing rebels. The last skirmish reported in Albay occurred last March 15 when suspected NPA rebels were cornered by military elements in Tabaco town. Six communist rebels were killed in the encounter, including their group commander, a certain Ka Vic. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/ABS/INEWS-JUN2000.NSF/Provincial/20000609021
Fri 6/16/00
Government troops have overrun another camp of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), bringing to 22 the number of captured bases since the military launched a major offensive against secessionist rebels in April. Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo yesterday said Camp Al Madena in Marogong, Lanao del Sur was captured by Army troopers at 6:30 a.m. Thursday. The Alpha and Bravo companies of the 28th Infantry Battalion took control of Al Madena after a slight resistance from MILF rebels. No casualties were reported during the 30-minute firefight. This leaves the MILF with 24 camps, including its main stronghold, Camp Abubakar in Matanog, Maguindanao. However, MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu said the bases being claimed by the government as "captured camps" were actually abandoned positions. As of press time, troops backed by artillery and planes were still assaulting another base, Camp Rajah Muda in North Cotabato. http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 6/19/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado confirmed on Monday that Abu Sayyaf chief Khadaffi Janjalani and spokesperson Abu Ahmad Salayuddin, also known as Abu Sabaya, have indeed joined extremist counterparts in Jolo, Sulu province. In a Monday interview on DZMM, Aventajado said Janjalani and Sabaya were present in Patikul, Sulu on Saturday when five children held hostage since March by a Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf unit were freed in exchange for the release of Janjalani's six relatives and a household helper. Aventajado expressed optimism the presence of Janjalani and Sabaya in Sulu would not hamper negotiations for the release of the 21 Western and Asian hostages of the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu. The five Basilan hostages freed were slipped into Jolo last week ahead of the hostage swap with Janjalani's kin and were part of a larger group seized by the Abu Sayyaf from two schools in Basilan last March 20. Two school teachers among those abducted in Basilan and 13-year old Richard Quintos remain in the hands of the Abu Sayyaf and would be the subject of separate negotiations. Claretian priest Fr. Agapito Ferrer had disclosed last May that the female school teachers may have become sex slaves of the Abu Sayyaf, saying that the late Fr. Gallardo was punched by the hostage-takers each time he asked about the teachers who were separated from the rest of the hostages. Janjalani's relatives who were freed in the hostage swap included Janjalani's mother, two sisters, two nephews, and a one and a half month old baby niece. Janjalani's kin were snatched by a vigilante group in Basilan headed by Abdul Midjal, in retaliation for the kidnapping of the teachers and schoolchildren. The Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf had freed two children soon after their abduction, in an earlier hostage swap for Janjalani's wife and infant son. Seventeen others were rescued by the military in May. But the guerrillas massacred six other captives including Roman Catholic priest Fr. Robert Gallardo. Two male schoolteachers were beheaded.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000620016
Mon 6/19/00 

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has reportedly received $3 million in cash from international terrorist Osama Bin Laden. Citing intelligence reports, Armed Forces vice chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said the funds which were purportedly intended for food and medical assistance was received by a certain Salih Balamul. However, Calimlim claimed that the funds would be diverted to buy firearms ahead of a prolonged war against government troops. The $3 million was "received by an MILF emissary from a Middle East country," said Calimlim, referring to Balamul. Balamul, who is said to be the deputy of MILF vice chair for military affairs Al Haj Murad, reportedly left for Malaysia on May 6 to receive the donation. Apart from Bin Laden, the MILF also reportedly receives assistance from non-governmental organizations in Sudan, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Libya, and Afghanistan. Aside from financial assistance, Calimlim said Bin Laden's group had trained most of the Abu Sayyaf fighters particularly in the manufacture of bombs and other explosives.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000620015
Mon 6/19/00 

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Three policemen were killed and another was injured in an ambush staged by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front in Mati, Davao Oriental this Monday. The fatalities were identified as group commander Police Senior Insp. Rolly T. Prondoso, Senior Police Officer (SPO) 1 Jaime Bernal, and Police Officer (PO) 1 Henry Andoy. Wounded was police officer Gaudosio Tacdoro who was taken to the Davao Oriental Provincial Hospital for treatment. Reports revealed elements of the 1106 Police Provincial Mobile Group in Davao Oriental and 8th Special Forces group encountered an undetermined number of MILF rebels in Sitio Bugacan at 4:30 am. There were no immediate reports of casualties on the rebels side but police found traces of blood in the area. This led them to conclude that there were wounded rebels as well. The attack comes on the heels of the ambush on assistant provincial prosecutor by suspected MILF rebels last June 16 also in Mati. Pableo Baldoza was reportedly on his way to a court hearing along with his driver and two female court clerks in a remote Muslim community in the province when he was ambushed. Baldoza was last reported to be in critical condition in an undisclosed hospital in Davao.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000620006
Mon 6/19/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Government troops seized another Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) stronghold in Sitio Lampakpak, Barangay Lampari, Banga in South Cotabato on Sunday morning. Camp Jabal Nur, the 23rd MILF camp to fall under military control since fighting between the Army and Muslim rebels began last March, is the lair of the MILF's 204th Brigade. The military said the camp was peacefully overrun after MILF rebels voluntarily abandoned the camp, three days after it was assaulted. Col. Delfin Lorenzana of the 601st Brigade Commander of the Philippine Army said they will post military personnel to man the camp and ensure that rebels will not return to the area. The MILF group that escaped are believed to be headed for Bato-noling, South Cotabato. The area is where the group of a certain MILF commander, identified only as "Faizal", operates. Meanwhile, three homemade bombs were reportedly recovered from the abandoned camp. The military suspects the explosives were made to blow up buildings and bridges. Propaganda materials as well as pictures of young MILF recruits believed to be between 9 and 12 years old were also found in the camp. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000620004
Mon 6/19/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - One soldier died while seven others were wounded in a gun battle Sunday between the military and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan. The skirmish erupted anew in Basilan, more than two weeks after seven Army troopers were seriously injured in an ambush by more than 50 heavily armed Muslim secessionist rebels in nearby Lamitan town. Initial reports reaching the Armed Forces Southern Command (Southcom) revealed patrolling troops of the Philippine Army's 32nd Infantry Battalion encountered about 60 fully armed rebels in Barangay Silamkung, Tipo-Tipo town early Sunday morning. As of 9:35 a.m., Sunday, one soldier was reported killed in action. There were no reports of any rebel casualties. Last May, sporadic fights befell other towns in Basilan, amid reports of a tactical alliance between the MILF and another Muslim rebel group, the Abu Sayyaf. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000619024
Tue 6/20/00

Top officials of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) have intensified patrols in critical coastal areas in Mindanao following reports that the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has received funding from a leader of an international terrorist group in Malaysia. Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim, AFP vice chief of staff, said that military intelligence units have intensified surveillance and monitoring operations on seaports and various areas in Mindanao in anticipation of an "arms landing" for the MILF. Calimlim, also concurrent chief of the Intelligence Service of the AFP, said that they had received information that a certain Salih Balamul, MILF deputy vice chairman for military affairs, met with a group of communist arms dealers from North Korea last May 16 in Malaysia for the purchase of arms and ammunition for the MILF. Military authorities said that the MILF has been identifying possible sources of firearms and ammunition after they received $3 million dollars from Saudi Arabian businessman Osama Bin Laden, a wanted international terrorist. Calimlim said that Balumul also met with a Malaysian arms dealer Samuan Bin Akmad at the Palma Hotel in Malaysia for the planned smuggling of firearms in Mindanao for the MILF group. Bin Laden is being hunted by authorities from the United States for his alleged involvement in the bombing of the World Trade Center several years ago. AFP authorities also received information that the firearms to be purchased by the MILF will come from an armory in Pyongyang.  http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-06/MN062103.asp
Tue 6/20/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The military intelligence community disclosed on Tuesday that the $3-million aid received by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) from international terrorist Osama Bin Laden would be used to purchase firearms from communist North Korea. Armed Forces vice chief Lt. Gen Jose Calimlim said that information received by his office showed that Salih Balamul, deputy of MILF vice chair for military affairs Al Haj Murad, recently met with a North Korean official and Malaysian arms dealer Samuan Bin Akmad in Malaysia to discuss the transaction. Calimlim, who is also Chief of the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (ISAFP), said the meeting took place at the Palma Hotel on May 16. Earlier, Calimlim claimed that Balamul received the funds on May 6. The funds are reportedly deposited in a Malaysian bank. Akmad reportedly arranged the meeting of Balamul and the unidentified North Korean official. The firearms, consisting of anti-aircraft and anti-tank weapons, being kept in a warehouse in the North Korean capital of Pyongyang, would be shipped to the Philippines using the southern backdoor. "We are now maintaining a high alert status particularly in the monitoring of the possible arrival anytime of the arms shipment," Calimlim said, justifying his disclosure as a "preemptive measure and a way to alert authorities". The possible drop-off areas include Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Zamboanga, and Davao. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000621017
Tue 6/20/00
ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Two female elementary school teachers were reported kidnapped by a group of armed men at the boundary between Zamboanga del Norte and Zamboanga del Sur on Monday afternoon. Initial investigation revealed the teachers were seized by eight heavily armed men in Sitio Pilana, Barangay Paraiso in Calauit town, shortly past 1 p.m. Zamboanga del Norte police chief Col. Marcelino Lipana said they have yet to determine what group is behind the abduction, saying there is no clues yet as to the identities of the suspects. Last March, two teachers were also abducted in Zamboanga, from the Islamia school grounds on March 9 by four suspected Muslim extremists. The kidnappers of Maybeline Apolinario and Leticia Calo demanded P500,000 for each of them and one I-com radio.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000621001
Tue 6/20/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Frustrated with the performance of two of its leaders, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has reportedly taken in two new commanders in its ranks with a directive to sow terror in Davao province. This developed as former MILF commanders identified only as Ode Oyan and Lay Kee had allegedly failed the MILF hierarchy in its terrorist plans in Taragona, Davao Oriental. They were replaced by commanders Baser and Nerel, according to a confidential military report obtained by the ABS-CBN news team. Recently, the MILF stepped up its harassment activities in the said province. On Monday, three policemen were killed and another was injured in an ambush staged by an undetermined number of MILF rebels in Mati, Davao Oriental. The attack came at the heels of the ambush on assistant provincial prosecutor Pableo Baldoza and his companions June 16, also in Mati. He was last reported in critical condition in an undisclosed hospital in Davao. The new MILF leaders are said to be behind the attack on Baldoza and his companions. The victims were on their way to a court hearing in a remote Muslim community in Davao Oriental when the incident occurred. The recent bombing incidents in Mati are likewise being blamed on Baser and Nerel's group. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000621042
Tue 6/20/00

Heavily-armed fishing trawlers have returned to the waters off Sulu after being shooed away to appease the Abu Sayyaf bandits holding 21 mostly foreign hostages in Jolo, maritime officials said. Several of the vessels were seen in the past days within 15 kilometers of Jolo. The boats' crews are armed with machine-guns and high-powered rifles used for driving off pirates and small fishermen, officials said. "We have been coordinating with the Coast Guard, the Navy and the military on ways to chase away these trawlers," a maritime official told reporters. The Abu Sayyaf had demanded that the government ban fishing trawlers from Sulu waters for the release of the hostages. They also want $21 million in ransom, the creation of an independent Islamic state in Mindanao and an investigative body to check on abuses committed against Filipino immigrants in the Malaysian state of Sabah. President Estrada ordered the trawlers shooed off last month. But they returned when negotiations for the hostages' release bogged down. The Coast Guard and the maritime police admit they lack boats, guns and manpower to go after the trawlers, which the Abu Sayyaf views as symbols of the Muslim minority's oppression. http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 6/21/00 

SAN JUAN, (ABS-CBN) – The Abu Sayyaf in Sulu has moved 10 Caucasian hostages to the same camp in the Talipao hinterlands where 11 Asian hostages are being held, even as it remained uncertain that talks between the Muslim extremist group and government negotiators would resume soon. Parouk Hussin, a negotiator still in Sulu, told the Armed Forces of the Philippines the talks were likely to drag on. The Caucasian tourists - three Germans, a Lebanese, two Finns, a French couple, and a South African couple - were separated earlier this month from nine Malaysian and two Filipino hostages, in a move the rebels said was meant to deter a military rescue attempt. The 21 hostages were kidnapped from the Malaysian resort island of Sipadan off Borneo last April 23 and slipped through the maritime border of the southern Philippine island of Jolo by speedboat. The Malaysian and Filipino hostages were mostly resort workers or government employees. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000622034
Wed 6/21/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Defense secretary Orlando Mercado on Wednesday cautioned military officials against prematurely disclosing intelligence information that have security and diplomatic implications. Mercado's move followed criticism hurled against Armed Forces vice chief of staff Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim for revealing that Moro rebels are expecting a shipment of arms from North Korea. Mercado said that while the matter of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) closing an arms deal with North Korea would be discussed thoroughly by the proper Cabinet cluster, such revelation should first gain clearance lest the country's foreign policy be compromised. Calimlim, who is also chief of the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (ISAFP), was put in a bad light after saying that the MILF received $3 million from international terrorist Osama Bin Laden and that the rebel group is buying $3 million worth of anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons from communist North Korea.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000622049
Thu 6/22/00 

BOHOL, (ABS-CBN) - A police officer was killed and several others were wounded in a clash between the Philippine National Police (PNP) and suspected members of the communist New People's Army (NPA) on Wednesday. The gunbattle occurred at around 9:15 p.m. in Barangay Overland, Buenavista, this province. The encounter occurred after police received reports that about 50 armed men believed to be NPA rebels were conducting teach-in sessions and educational discussions with barangay residents. The police launched pursuit operations against the rebels who have reportedly fled to the hinterlands of Bohol. Officials of Barangay Overland are currently being investigated for possible connivance with the rebels. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000623037
Thu 6/22/00

SULU, (ABS-CBN) - The military has reportedly placed under close watch several nongovernment organizations (NGO) in Mindanao believed to be assisting the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) group. Intelligence sources identified the NGOs as the Bin Laden Cooperative in Patikul, Sulu; the Pharmaceutica de Cooperatiba in Maguindanao and the Bin Laden Livestock Cooperation also in Central Mindanao. The Bin Laden Cooperative was reportedly established by detained international terrorists Ramzi Yousef and Omar Khalifa in the 1980's. Two of the cooperatives under scrutiny have been named after suspected terrorist financier and Saudi-billionaire Osama Bin Laden. The Pharmaceutica de Cooperatiba allegedly supplies the MILF with medicines for the treatment of fighters wounded during clashes with the military. Early this week, Intelligence Service Armed Forces of the Philippines (ISAFP) vice chief Lt. General Jose Calimlim disclosed that the MILF received $3 million from Bin Laden in Malaysia. The funds were said to have been used by the MILF in the procurement of high-powered weapons from North Korea.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000623029
Thu 6/22/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY-- As a means of getting international attention, Abu Sayyaf extremists have threatened anew to execute one after the other all the 21 mostly foreign hostages they have been holding since April 23. A source privy to the group's movements said the Muslim fundamentalist group will start killing its captives if the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) "will not give attention" to the hostage crisis in Sulu during its meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia next week. The terrorists will not release any hostage unless the government grants their demand for the creation of an independent Islamic state in Mindanao, the source added. Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Asmad Salayuddin, alias Abu Sabaya, warned the government that any rescue operation will result in the hostages' death, as in the cases of Catholic priest Fr. Rhoel Gallardo and other captives in Basilan. The terrorists are holding three Germans, two French, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, nine Malaysians and two Filipinos. They were kidnapped from a resort in Sipadan Island, Malaysia last April 23 and taken by pump boat across the Celebes Sea to Sulu. http://www.philstar.com/
Fri 6/23/00

LEGAZPI CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Newly-recruited members of the communist New People's Army (NPA) struck in Albay killing a rebel returnee and an alleged military informer in separate operations on Wednesday evening. Chief Insp. Wilson Asueta said young communist rebels reportedly ambushed and killed the victims identified as Salvador Celis, 33, of Barangay Bonga and Leopoldo Soria, 38, of Sitio Bayang, Barangay Tastas in Ligao town, Albay. Celis was said to be a rebel returnee who later joined the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit, while Soria was reported to be a military informer. Asueta added that the perpetrators could have been on a test mission. According to witnesses' testimonies, the victims were killed by the same group of rebels in separate operations. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000624043
Fri 6/23/00

LUCENA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Another armed encounter in Quezon province claimed the lives of two New People's Amy (NPA) rebels and three soldiers wounded amid continued military offensives on a communist rebel camp in Mauban, Quezon Thursday evening. Armed Forces Southern Luzon Command (Solcom) chief Gen. Jose Lachica said soldiers from the first Infantry Battalion attacked the alleged NPA camp located in Sitio Ginabihan, Barangay Cagsiay, which resulted to a four-hour firefight. On June 7, the military claimed it has dealt the NPA a big blow with the capture of a reported major NPA stronghold in Kalawagan, Tagkawayan town Quezon province. Three high-ranking communist rebels were captured and five rebels were killed in the ensuing battle. Of the two fatalities in the Mauban encounter, only one, Elias Magano was identified. The military believes the NPA suffered more casualties. Lachica said about 15 more NPA guerillas including six amazons were allegedly dragged by their retreating comrades. Recovered from the site of the clash are four M-16 armalite rifles, one AK-47 armalite rifle, one shotgun, two sniper scopes, assorted ammunition, personal effects, and subversive documents. Field reports said the camp is composed of 20 structures being manned by about 100 NPA rebels. This is the second attack launched by the military in the said camp this month. Pursuit operations against the retreating rebels continue in the hinterlands of Mauban.

Skirmishes in Quezon province have been revived amid military reports that the NPA has stepped up its extortion activities. The province is where police chief inspector Abelardo Martin and Army Major Noel Buan are believed to have been held. The rebels captured Buan, an intelligence officer of the AFP Solcom, last July. Martin, chief of police of Dolores, Quezon, was seized during a raid on the municipal police station in November. Recent reports said their long-awaited release may be delayed further as terms with the communist rebels holding them captive remain obscure. Defense secretary Orlando Mercado on Tuesday said the Armed Forces has agreed on the suspension on military operations (SOMO) in the provinces of Quezon and Laguna, five months after the National Democratic Front (NDF) set the conditions for their captives' freedom. But Mercado said the communist rebel group has apparently changed its mind. The NDF is the political arm of the communist party.  http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000624060
Mon 6/26/00

The release of a Malaysian hostage from among the 21 mainly foreigners being held by Muslim Abu Sayyaf extremists in the southern Philippines is a positive sign the crisis may be resolved soon, analysts say. They think forest ranger Zulkarnain Hashim's release is a goodwill gesture to the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which is meeting in Kuala Lumpur and which may become involved in further negotiations to release the hostages.  

http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
Tue 6/27/00
Abu Sayyaf gunmen holding 20 hostages here have offered to swap their eight Malaysian captives for an 85-year-old Filipino man in a Malaysian jail, according to a taped message delivered by Malaysian doctors who visited the kidnappers' jungle camp yesterday. The hostage takers have also made a fresh demand on top of several political conditions for the hostages' release: that the government settle unpaid back wages since 1996 for ''hundreds'' of teachers, according to Agence France Presse sources. And they have reiterated a previous demand for the release of two school teachers from Basilan, who are the last of three remaining captives from a separate hostage crisis. The kidnappers said the two would be freed if the government removed non-Islamic practices and employed more Muslim teachers in local schools, the military said yesterday. The Abu Sayyaf gunmen released a ninth Malaysian hostage, Zulkarnain Hashim, over the weekend. ''The one we released was a staunch believer of Islam. So in the name of Allah and in the name of Malaysia, we released the hostage. It is not true that the Philippine government paid ransom,'' Andang said. On a lighter note, a group of 10 evangelists from the Jesus Miracle Crusade yesterday offered $300,000 to the kidnappers to allow the Christians to ''pray over'' the hostages. The evangelists are led by Wilde Almeda, who offered last month to lead a team of ''prayer warriors'' to liberate the captives with prayers. Local officials asked the 10 Jesus Miracle Crusade members to abort their mission as they arrived in Jolo yesterday. The officials warned that the military and the police could not guarantee their safety. The government emissary on Sunday delivered food and other supplies to 10 Western hostages, who were last visited more than three weeks ago, before they were separated from their Asian co-captives. The emissary did not provide details on their physical condition and mental state, but brought back a bunch of letters and a receipt for the deliveries signed by one of three German hostages. The emissary said he delivered a rucksack for Lebanese woman Marie Moarbes, a box of sweets and another unspecified box for South African couple Carel and Monique Strydom, and five boxes of German army rations. The Malaysian medical mission visited the camp where the eight remaining Malaysians and at least one of two Filipino hostages are being held. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/jun2000/jun27/news/news_2.htm
Wed 6/28/00

The Philippine army says 12 of its men, including a brigade commander, have been killed in an ambush by suspected communist guerrillas in the north of the country. Two civilians were also killed in the attack. There was no immediate word from the communist movement. This was the biggest and most deadly attack by communist guerrillas for many months. The soldiers were in a truck returning to their base after a medical mission in the northern province of Isabela. They were ambushed by an undetermined number of guerrillas. Guerrilla attacks are sporadic and the government says the communists are no longer a threat to national security. Even so, incidents such as the latest ambush continue to damage the Philippines' reputation for political stability. An upsurge in fighting in the south this year has threatened to demolish attempts to negotiate a peace settlement with the Muslim rebels.   http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_809000/809329.stm
Thu 6/29/00

The fatal ambush of 13 soldiers by communist rebels has sparked fears of an upsurge in attacks against the Government. A security expert has warned the Government not to ignore the incident. The soldiers, led by Colonel Josefino Manayao, commanding officer of the 502nd Infantry Brigade, were on a truck accompanying a medical mission in the communist rebel-infested village of Linumot, near the town of Jones, in northern Isabela province, when they hit a land mine on Tuesday. A hail of rebel gunfire cut down those who jumped out of the truck, including Colonel Manayao, who was to be promoted to general this week. Senate defence committee chairman Rodolfo Biazon, a former armed forces chief, said: "What happened in Jones is what I feared, that we are so focused on [the conflict with Muslim separatists in] central Mindanao that we are forgetting there is another threat. We may wake up one day to find the problem has grown out of control." Mr Biazon maintained the incident was an implementation of the May 6 directive of Jose Maria Sison, founder of the Communist Party of the Philippines, to intensify tactical offensives against the Government and support operations of Mindanao's separatists. He disclosed that six army battalions, including more than 3,000 men, had been pulled out of areas where communist rebels remained active and sent to central Mindanao. "Now rebels are threatening residents who had co-operated with the army," Mr Biazon said. Likewise, two marine brigades had been pulled out of Sulu and Palawan provinces for central Mindanao, where he estimated 40 per cent to 60 per cent of the entire armed forces' assets were now tied up. Civilian militia could fill the gap but there was no money to equip them because most of the funds controlled by the military were tied up in Mindanao. As for the Sison-led communist movement, he said it had grown from 6,000 armed men in 1997 to an estimated 10,000. The 31-year-old rebellion aims to seize power and establish a communist state.  

http://www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000629032028597.asp
Thu 6/29/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Slowed down by sustained military operations and a lack of foreign logistical support, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has resorted to borrowing firearms from communist rebels, a ranking military official claimed on Thursday. Armed Forces vice chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said intelligence information from local executives in the Visayas and Mindanao showed that the secessionist rebels have resorted to such action while bracing for a military offensive against their main rebel stronghold, Camp Abubakar, in Matanog, Maguindanao. "The MILF has substantially lost several firearms and other high-powered equipment during encounters with government forces," Calimlim declared. The MILF has also been seeking communist assistance in terms of communication equipment, the general added. 

Calimlim said the "sharing" scheme surfaced after the reported shipment of rebel firearms from North Korea was preempted by his announcement some two weeks ago. The military had said that the MILF last May entered into a multi-million dollar arms deal with North Korea, consisting of light weapons, ammunition, and anti-aircraft and anti-tank weapons to bolster the rebel group's secessionist bid in Central Mindanao. The MILF and the New People's Army (NPA) earlier claimed to have forged a tactical alliance in Mindanao against the government.

Meanwhile, defense secretary Orlando Mercado said the NPA ambush on an Army convoy in Jones, Isabela last Tuesday night was meant to project a false show of rebel strength. Mercado said the ambush which left dead an Army colonel and 12 of his men were meant to score both political and military points for the NPA. "By staging the ambush, they (NPA) are trying to publicly project a false show of strength. They are trying to show that they are still a force to reckon with. This is a propaganda and military statement," Mercado said. Mercado estimates the NPA's present strength at 9,000 members scattered in Northern Luzon, Central Luzon, and the Southern Tagalog region. He also lashed at Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) chief Jose Maria Sison for ordering the NPA to continue using land mines against the AFP. The NPA also planted land mines during the Isabela ambush, which endangered not only soldiers but also a medical mission and local residents. "This is a violation of the conduct of war. The AFP no longer uses land mines, as we are a signatory to the international ban on the use of land mines," Mercado said.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/national/20000630020
Thu 6/29/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Authorities in this city on Tuesday intercepted three container vans containing various arms, ammunition and military paraphernalia suspected to be intended for the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). Capt. Gener Sula of the Philippine National Police at the Iligan port said an unidentified informant told them of the load. The source said three of the ten container vans ferried by the cargo ship M/V Santa Elena carried military uniforms, guns and ammunition allegedly intended for MILF rebels. The shipment included Army and police uniforms, camouflage shirts, bags, belts, bonnets, canteens, and a .45 caliber pistol. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jun2000.nsf/provincial/20000629010
July 2000

Mon 7/3/00 

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A former Malaysian army officer and a North Korean intelligence officer facilitated the arms deal between North Korea and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), the military intelligence community confirmed on Sunday. The former Malaysian army officer was identified as Samuan Bin Akmad who reportedly met with MILF deputy chief Salih Balamul at the Palma Hotel in Malaysia last May 13. Together with Ahmad was a North Korean intelligence officer reportedly assigned at the Kuala Lumpur embassy. Philippine military intelligence officials requested that the Korean officer not be named for now. After several meetings with Balamul, Akmad and the North Korean officer reportedly left for Pyongyang on May 16 and were said to have returned to Malaysia on May 20. The arms cache for the MILF, consisting of light weapons, ammunition, anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons, were reportedly stocked in a warehouse in Pyongyang. The military report said that Balamul entered Jokor Bahru, Malaysia by bus through Tonyang, Putri on May 6 and later checked in at Palma Hotel in Kuala Lumpur on May 13. The Malaysian government earlier denied the involvement of any of its officials in the arms deal controversy.

Besides the arms deal, the military also claimed the MILF received $3 million in cash from an unidentified Middle East country. Armed Forces of the Philippines vice chief of staff Lt. Gen. Calimlim earlier said the donation came from Osama bin Laden, an international terrorist wanted by the United States for the bombing of American embassies. Calimlim, who is also chief of the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (ISAFP), added that the donation was supposedly meant for food and medicine but could easily be diverted to purchase rebel arms.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000703016
Mon 7/3/00

CEBU CITY (ABS-CBN) - Seven New People's Army (NPA) rebels died, including a 10-year-old boy and four women in a 10-hour encounter with government soldiers in Trinidad, Bohol on Sunday. One fatality, whose name was withheld, was reported from the government side. Initial reports said the Philippine Army's 801st Brigade encountered more than a hundred communist rebels under the NPA Front 3 in Kauswagan, Danao town, starting the firefight. Two soldiers, corporals Andrew Mahano and Pedro Paet of the 3rd Special Forces were wounded in the encounter. Clearing operations are now being conducted by the 6th Special Forces Battalion of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) based in Carmen, Bohol. AFP Visayas Command (Viscom) spokesperson Major Michael Manquiquis said the military is still scouring the area for any more fatalities, firearms, ammunition and documents which may have been abandoned by the escaping rebels. Manquiquis said they are now in the process of consolidating offensives versus the group. He said the 6th Special Forces will immediately conduct pursuit operations when clearing procedures ends. 

Last Tuesday, about 40 NPA rebels attacked a Japanese construction firm in Dimiao, Bohol after officers of Kanematsu reportedly refused to pay so-called "revolutionary taxes". The insurgents, armed with high-powered automatic weapons, raided the motor pool of Kanematsu Philippines, Inc. in Barangay Ubay Imelda. The Japanese firm is located inside the compound of the National Power Corporation (Napocor). 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000704010
Mon 7/3/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The police has launched a massive search operation for the abductors of a German journalist kidnapped in Jolo, Sulu Sunday afternoon. Sulu provincial police chief Candido Casimiro disclosed that police troops on board three vehicles and a police scout car were deployed this Monday morning to look for Andreas Lorenz. The latter was abducted by unidentified armed men in Barangay Kasalamatan, Jolo at about 4 pm on Sunday. He said Lorenz, who writes for German paper Der Spiegel, earlier met with four persons at the Lily Coffee Shop in Serrantes St. The men individuals reportedly promised to take Lorenz to the Abu Sayyaf camp to interview three German hostages being held in Jolo. He was instead taken by the group to Kasalamatan Village where a group of armed men were waiting in a brown Toyota Tamaraw jeep. Lorenz lost consciousness after he was reportedly hit with the butt of a 45 caliber pistol on the forehead. The German journalist was then taken to an undisclosed area by the suspects. Currently, the Abu Sayyaf group is holding 20 mostly foreign hostages in Sulu Island after seizing them from a Malaysian resort last April 23. Seized were three Germans, two French, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, nine Malaysians and two Filipinos. One Malaysian captive was released last week after negotiators sought assurance that negotiations were still being considered by the group. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000704009
Mon 7/3/00

After the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) failed to meet his June 30 deadline to reach a peace agreement with the government, President Estrada gave the Armed Forces the go-signal to attack Camp Abubakar by land and air, Malacañang said yesterday. Mr. Estrada had given the MILF until June 30 to renounce secession from the republic and to stop all terrorist activities in Mindanao and other parts of the country. MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu told reporters yesterday that Air Force fighter planes and helicopter gunships were continuously bombarding Camp Abubakar. Camp Abubakar is surrounded by the towns of Barira, Buldon, and Matanog in Maguindanao province, and Bulig and Kapatagan towns in Lanao del Norte province. Army troops killed 11 MILF guerrillas in fierce fighting yesterday in Barira town at the foot of Camp Abubakar as government forces penetrated rebel lines. A Muslim religious leader said two of the slain rebels were foreign-trained commanders whose bodies were mangled beyond recognition by powerful mortar blasts. A soldier, identified as Sgt. Vidal, was reported killed and two others wounded in the firefight. The wounded were taken to a hospital in Cotabato City. Barira police said troops recovered a 50-caliber machine gun, 12 rounds for a rocket-propelled grenade launcher, and a dozen rockets in abandoned bunkers near Camp Abubakar. Residents of a barangay near the Cotabato City airport said Air Force bombers and attack helicopters have been flying bombing sorties since last Sunday. http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 7/3/00

JOLO -- Muslim rebels, holding 20 hostages on this southern Philippines island, are thought to have abducted a German journalist and 13 Filipino Christian preachers in separate incidents. Mr Andreas Lorenz, of German magazine Der Spiegel, was kidnapped by suspected Abu Sayyaf gunmen yesterday when he went to a village on the island to meet a contact for his coverage of the drama. His Filipino driver, Mr Yakub Paradji, reported the abduction to the police. "They were poking .45-calibre pistols at us and they told me to turn back," the driver said. Meanwhile, 13 Christian preachers, who made an unauthorised visit to the Abu Sayyaf camp on Saturday, were also thought to have been detained. Abu Sayyaf leader Galib Andang said the group, led by television evangelists, Wilde Almeda, had "asked to remain" with the hostages and would undertake religious fasts. The 13, all members of the Manila-based Jesus Miracle Crusade International Ministry, stayed overnight at the rebels' camp to "pray over" the hostages and to convince their captors to release them. They failed to return to the provincial capital, Jolo. "It appears they are being held against their will," an official said. http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/sea3_0703.html
Wed 7/5/00

QUEZON CITY (ABS-CBN) - Continuous military attacks on Camp Abubakar in Maguindanao province have left "about 80 percent" of the rebel stronghold destroyed, admitted Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) spokesman Eid Kabalu on Tuesday. "They're out to pulverize us but we will preserve Abubakar at all costs. The biggest war is yet to come," Kabalu said. Abubakar rests on a 10,000-hectare territory in Matanog, Maguindanao. It houses six Muslim communities in the area, as well as the residences of ranking MILF leaders led by chair Salamat Hashim. Several military and civilian facilities are also inside the camp. In a DZMM interview on Tuesday, defense secretary Orlando Mercado confirmed the government's objective is "to destroy military installations and degrade the military capability of the MILF as soon as possible." Mercado said the military option became viable after the June 30 deadline for a peace agreement to be forged between government and MILF negotiators expired. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000705063
Wed 7/5/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The Philippine National Police pointed an accusing finger at the Moro Islamic Liberation Front for a bomb planted at Metrobank's branch in Makati on Monday. PNP chief Director General Panfilo Lacson said the bomb recovered was similar to that which exploded in the Glorietta shopping mall, also in Makati, last May. Lacson said the Metrobank bomb's parts came from the same source. The PNP chief declined to categorically identify the source, pending a police investigation. However, he recently issued a warning that more terrorist bombings may hit Metro Manila and other urban centers, as the MILF and its sympathizers retaliate against military attacks in Mindanao. A bomb disposal unit successfully defused an improvised bomb put outside the automated teller machine of Metrobank's branch along Amorsolo St. in Makati. 

Last May, one person was killed while 25 people were hurt in separate bomb explosions that rocked two shopping malls in Metro Manila. On May 17, a bomb went off at a video arcade inside the Glorietta, wounding at least 13 people. Four days later, a bomb exploded at the Cinema 6 of SM Megamall in Mandaluyong City, killing one janitor and injuring 12 people. A bomb also exploded outside the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) terminal last month but there were no reported casualties or injuries. The spate of bomb explosions in Metro Manila eased after the PNP arrested 26 persons suspected of being MILF rebels.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/metro/20000705078
Wed 7/5/00

LEGAZPI CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A member of the Philippine National Police (PNP) in Camalig town was shot dead by three members of the communist New People's Army (NPA) at around 6:30 a.m. Monday near the Land Transportation Office (LTO) in Guinobatan, Albay. The fatality was identified as Senior Police Officer (SPO) 1 Joselito Sombrero. Sombrero's wife, Corazon, who was with her husband when the incident happened, said Sombrero was maneuvering his motorcycle towards the LTO's parking area when two unidentified armed men approached them. The assailants reportedly shot Sombrero in the head, killing him on the spot. They also fired at Sombrero's body several more times before leaving the scene. Sombrero's death now brings to three the number of policemen killed by NPA rebels in Guinobatan town. PNP provincial director German Doria said Sombrero knew a week before that the communist rebels plan to liquidate him. He allegedly paid no attention to the threat. It was learned that Sombrero had long been an NPA target as he was the intelligence officer of the PNP in Camalig.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000705043
Wed 7/5/00 

CALAPAN CITY - Communist rebels ambushed a team of policemen in a mountain village in Oriental Mindoro Tuesday afternoon, killing eight law enforcers and wounding five others. A civilian and a local photographer were also wounded in the ambush. Reports reaching the Philippine National Police (PNP) headquarters at Camp Crame yesterday said some 60 suspected members of the New People's Army (NPA) attacked the police team tasked to investigate the killing of a barangay chairman in Barangay Villa Cerveza, Victoria town last Monday. The policemen were traveling in Barangay San Antonio in Victoria aboard a van, an ambulance and a jeep when one of the vehicles hit a land mine. After the explosion, the rebels, who were positioned on a hilly roadside, opened fire on the lawmen. Eight policemen were killed instantaneously. The surviving policemen were able to engage the rebels in an hour-long gun battle but they ran out of bullets. When the guerrillas approached to get the firearms of the policemen sprawled on the road, the wounded law enforcers laid still and pretended to be dead. The ambush was the second major clash on Mindoro island in less than a week. http://www.philstar.com/
Wed 7/5/00

Abu Sayyaf extremist rebels holding 13 Christian preachers in Sulu are seeking P7 million in ransom as "exit fee" for the televangelists. This developed as the Muslim terrorists almost shot it out among themselves when five of their leaders wanted to behead the preachers led by Wilde Almeda. Meanwhile, former Libyan Ambassador Rajab Azzarouq warned the gunmen to start releasing the captives soon or face "tragic" consequences for intransigence. The extremists are demanding "exit payment" from the 13 members of the Jesus Miracle Crusade who entered the rebel camp last Saturday supposedly to "pray over" 20 mostly foreign hostages. The hostages from seven nations were seized by the Abu Sayyaf from the Malaysian diving resort of Sipadan off Borneo last April 23. The Christian preachers gave $3,000 and 35 sacks of rice as "gifts" to the Abu Sayyaf to be able to enter the terrorists' lair. However, the extremists told the preachers that they would have to pay an additional price to leave the camp. The detention of the preachers has complicated the prolonged hostage crisis in Jolo where the Abu Sayyaf are still holding 20 Malaysians, Germans, Filipinos, French, Finns, South Africans and Lebanese hostages. http://www.philstar.com/
Thu 7/6/00

SULU, (ABS-CBN) - The Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf group has reportedly beheaded one of 13 Christian evangelists led by Jesus Miracle Crusade (JMC) leader Wilde Almeda. The religious group ventured to the rebel lair last Saturday after paying the extremist group $3,000 and 35 sacks of rice to gain access to and pray over 20 mostly foreign hostages kidnapped from a Malaysian island resort last April 23. Talipao mayor Tambrin Tulawie said he received reports of the beheading from people in the area who are "loyal " to him. He, however, said they still have to verify the accuracy of the reports. His statement came a day after a faction of the Abu Sayyaf leadership reportedly tried to seize the 13 evangelists and "liquidate" them. It was reported earlier that Abu Sayyaf kidnappers figured in a near shootout among themselves, as one faction tried to seize and liquidate Almeda and his 12 followers.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000707024
Thu 7/6/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A combined force of Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and New People's Army (NPA) rebels raided a plantation in Compostela Valley, seizing high-powered firearms and communication equipment shortly before noon Wednesday, according to a military report. It was the first time the military reported a raid conducted jointly by NPA and MILF rebels, said Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Rafael Romero. Both rebel groups admitted months earlier of having forged a tactical alliance in the South against the government. Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo said about 30 heavily armed men clad in Army uniforms with Scout Ranger patches invaded the Viscaya Plantation, Inc. in Barangay Dumlan, Maco town in the said province. The rebels reportedly seized high-powered firearms and communications equipment from the plantation's security guards. Taken from the company's security outposts and barracks were three M-16 rifles, two M-14 rifles, two hand-held radios, a battery charger, and one mobile phone. After taking away the firearms and equipment, the rebels met up with another group of 30 rebels then sped off toward Tagum City. Witnesses saw the waiting rebels armed with rifles and rocket-propelled grenades. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000707014
Thu 7/6/00

ORIENTAL MINDORO, (ABS-CBN) - Eight law enforcers, two civilians including a local reporter, and three communist rebels were killed in an ambush by about 60 communist New People's Army (NPA) rebels in Victoria, Oriental Mindoro, on Tuesday. Five were wounded including town police chief William Destura, who survived by pretending to be dead, officials said. According to reports, a police team composed of elements from the Victoria Municipal Police Station and the elite Regional Special Action Force (RSAF) were en route to Barangay Villa Cerveza in Victoria. The team was supposed to investigate the killing of a barangay chairman in this province last Monday. Upon reaching Sitio Mainao, Barangay San Antonino in Victoria at about 3 p.m., the police team was waylaid by the band of NPA guerrillas. It was the second major communist rebel attack on troops in just a week. Communist guerrillas attacked a military convoy returning from a medical mission in the northern province of Isabela on June 27, killing an Army brigade commander and 12 soldiers in one of the bloodiest rebel attacks in recent years. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000706053
Thu 7/6/00

An all-out war against communist guerrillas in Mindoro was ordered yesterday in the wake of a rebel ambush the other day that left eight policemen dead and several others injured. Combat supplies were sent to the island province yesterday for the impending assault on the rebels, who have reportedly have split into smaller units as part of their counter-preparation for the police offensive. Chief Superintendent Lucas Managuelod, Southern Tagalog police director, and Philippine National Police-Special Action Force (PNP-SAF), Chief Superintendent Jose Dalumpines, in coordination with military officials have already drawn their war plan against the rebels. "While some of our men are already out in hot pursuit operations, we are just waiting for favorable weather to launch a full-scale offensive against them (rebels)," a senior police official said. In another development, at least 30 heavily-armed men raided on Wednesday a security outpost of a large private plantation in Compostela Valley, reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo said yesterday. The reports said the suspects, who wore fatigues with Scout Ranger patches, raided the security outpost and barracks of the Viscaya Plantation in Brgy. Dumlan, Maco town in the said province at 11:45 a.m.  http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 7/10/00

Philippine troops overran the main camp of the country's largest Muslim insurgent group in a Sunday morning assault that left eight soldiers and 35 rebels dead and scores of others wounded. President Joseph Estrada announced that the Moro Islamic Liberation Front's sprawling Camp Abubakar fell into government hands at 11am.   http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
Tue 7/11/00

Police have confirmed that three French journalists have been kidnapped by Muslim extremists holding 37 hostages in the southern Philippines. Provincial police chief Superintendent Candido Casimiro said the trio from France-2 broadcasting network were being detained by Abu Sayyaf rebel leader Galib Andang on the island of Jolo. He said they were seized on Sunday after arranging to interview Mr Andang and his hostages. One Malaysian was released by the rebels last month. But the Abu Sayyaf has since abducted 13 Filipino Christian preachers who went to pray for the hostages, as well as German reporter Andreas Lorenz. A signed letter from the rebels delivered to reporters demanded the Philippine military withdraw from areas controlled by MILF within 10 days in exchange for the release of the evangelists. Sources close to the rebels said unofficial emissaries were meeting with the Abu Sayyaf to discuss paying ransom for the three, according to French news agency AFP. The rebels held 10 foreign journalists working for German news agencies last month, releasing them after they paid $25,000. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_828000/828432.stm
Tue 7/11/00 

A Moslem rebel chief holding 20 mostly foreign hostages told the government he is ready to resolve the nearly three-month-long hostage crisis, the Philippines' chief negotiator said on Tuesday. Mr Aventajado said Andang called him and told him the rebels would send their ''bottom-line demands... so that we can already resolve this situation.'' The Abu Sayyaf - one of two rebel groups fighting for an Islamic state in the south of this mainly Roman Catholic country - are also holding a three-member French television crew, a German reporter and 13 Filipino evangelists who went to Jolo earlier this month to see them.  http://www.scmp.com/
Thu 7/13/00

The largest Muslim separatist group in the southern Philippines has declared a jihad, or holy war, against the Government after its main headquarters and other camps were seized by the military. Ed Cabalu, spokesman for the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), said yesterday the declaration was issued by chairman Hashim Salamat after the military announced on Sunday the fall of the rebel group's main headquarters, Camp Abubakar. "Let us not be saddened by the fall of the camps, for one day we shall rise again," Salamat said in a taped message broadcast over a local radio station. "Indeed, this is the time when jihad is prescribed and is a must for every one of you," he added. "The Philippine Government has not actually won the war," he said. "They may have occupied our camps and won them, but not our hearts and mind. The most dangerous of defeats is when the enemy conquers the hearts and mind." President Joseph Estrada said the call for a jihad was unwarranted. "I regret that our military's decisive victory against the Muslim separatist rebels has prompted the MILF leadership to declare war against our people." He said he had hoped that Camp Abubakar's fall would allow the Government to "focus on the more urgent task ahead, which is to rebuild the conflict-hit areas and speed up Mindanao's transformation into a regional trade hub and breadbasket for our country". The French, German and Finnish Foreign Ministers, Hubert Vedrine, Joschka Fischer and Erkki Tuomioja will fly to the Philippines today, immediately after a Group of Eight ministerial meeting in southern Japan, to meet President Estrada and try to help secure the safe release of 20 mostly-foreign hostages being held captive by Muslim Abu Sayyaf rebels on the southern island of Jolo.   

http://www.scmp.com/News/Asia/Article/FullText_asp_ArticleID-20000713035736870.asp
Thu 7/13/00 

MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - Police visibility has been increased in churches, schools, and terminals of the Light Railway Transit (LRT) in Metro Manila, following the recent declaration of "jihad" or holy war by Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) leader Hashim Salamat. National Capital Regional Police Office (NCRPO) director Chief Supt. Edgardo Aglipay said on Thursday he is now coordinating with various religious leaders who expressed fears of possible terrorist attacks during church services. On Wednesday, the NCRPO placed the whole Metro Manila under maximum red alert after the MILF declared a "jihad" against the government last Sunday. In a meeting with mayors on Wednesday, Aglipay said they have also been briefed on security measures and scenarios of a possible overspill of Muslim secessionist hostilities in Metro Manila. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/metro/20000714021
Thu 7/13/00

SULU, (ABS-CBN) - Military operations against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Central Mindanao will continue despite threats by the Abu Sayyaf to behead members of the Jesus Miracle Crusade being held in Jolo, this province. Defense secretary Orlando Mercado made the announcement and said that the military would only take orders from him or President Joseph Estrada. Abu Sayyaf leader Ghalib Andang alias Commander robot had reportedly threatened to behead the 13 evangelists, including spiritual leader Wilde Almeda, if the military does not pull its forces out of the MILF's main stronghold, Camp Abubakar. Camp Abubakar, the largest of the MILF strongholds in Central Mindanao, fell into government hands last Sunday.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000713087
Fri 7/14/00

Rebel sources say that they have released one of the 40 hostages being held in the southern Philippines. Muslim extremists say one of the eight Malaysian hostages, identified as Abdul Jawan Selamat, was set free on Friday after nearly four months in captivity. The rebels released another Malaysian hostage, Zulkarnain Hashim, in June, saying he was the most religious among the captives. The mental condition of the remaining hostages is said to be worsening, according to a letter released by the Finnish foreign minister, Errki Tuomioja. Mr Tuomioja, who has met his German and French counterparts in Manila in an attempt to solve the long-running hostage crisis, released the letter written earlier this week by Finnish hostage Risto Vahanen. "Our mental condition is getting worse every day and it is not far from one of us committing suicide in the nearest future," Risto Vahanen wrote on behalf of the white captives. "Please do your utmost to get us out of these inhuman conditions without delay, peacefully, without force," he said. Mr Tuomioja, France's Hubert Vedrine and Germany's Joschka Fischer declined to provide details of their discussions in Manila or to specify any new initiative to end the saga. The second hostage to be released is now thought to be in the city of Zamboanga. He is likely to meet chief negotiator Robert Aventajado later on Friday or Saturday, rebel sources said. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_833000/833206.stm
Mon 7/17/00

Rebels holding nearly 40 hostages in the southern Philippines have freed an ailing German woman, three months after kidnapping her from a holiday resort. Renate Wallert, 57, is the first western captive to be released by the Muslim Abu Sayyaf group, although it has freed two Malaysians. The rebels handed her over to chief hostage negotiator Robert Aventajado in the hills of Jolo island, reports said. Her husband, Werner, and son, Marc, remain captive along with 38 others. Mrs Wallert has suffered from high blood pressure and chronic anxiety during her long ordeal in the jungle. She was flown to the city of Zamboanga, 150km (100 miles) to the north-east, after being examined by a doctor. It was not immediately clear whether any ransom was paid for Mrs Wallert's release. The Wallert family were among 21 hostages. The Abu Sayyaf have since kidnapped four European journalists covering the hostage crisis, as well as 13 Filipino evangelists who went to the area to pray for the captives. Mrs Wallert's release comes three days after the rebels freed Malaysian hostage Abdul Jawan Selamat. The remaining hostages consist of five French, three Germans, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese, seven Malaysians and 18 Filipinos. A letter written by Finnish hostage Risto Vahanen said their psychological health was deteriorating fast. Contacts between government negotiators and the rebels resumed last week. They had been suspended for more than a month after the guerrillas' demands began escalating. Rebel leader Ghalib Andang has now presented a revised set of demands for the release of the hostages. Reports do not make clear what they are. Mr Aventajado said on Sunday: "We are sorting out the demands as to which are doable and which are not. "We are addressing the root cause of the problem, which is poverty." 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_837000/837198.stm
Mon 7/17/00

QUEZON CITY (ABS-CBN) - The military has tagged the Moro Islamic Liberation Front for Sunday's explosion in North Cotabato which killed four persons and injured more than 40 others. "The incident was caused by stragglers of the MILF. I'm very sure of that," Armed Forces Southern Command chief Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva told reporters in Camp Aguinaldo. "There's no other group which has that motive except them," he added, referring to rebel retaliation a week after the fall of the MILF stronghold Camp Abubakar. Military spokesman Col. Jaime Canatoy echoed Villanueva's statements, saying "the type of bomb used was very similar to the ones being used by the secessionist rebels." http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000718027
Mon 7/17/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Despite the Moro Islamic Liberation Front's (MILF) vow to spare civilians in their declaration of a religious war, military authorities reported that 20 Christian farmers including a pregnant woman were massacred by MILF rebels in Bumbaran, Lanao del Sur on Sunday morning. Based on a report of the Philippine Army's 4th Infantry Division, at least 100 armed MILF rebels led by a certain Kumander Hadji Malik arrived in Barangay Bumbaran and forcibly took the victims inside a mosque for interrogation. Reports said a few moments later, the civilians were hog-tied and shot to death. The military said it believes this is part of the jihad or "holy war" which the MILF declared after Camp Abubakar was overran by government troops a few weeks ago. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000718011
Mon 7/17/00

The government's successful campaign against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the capture of Camp Abubakar boosted President Estrada's approval rating, according to the latest survey of the Social Weather Stations (SWS) Inc. In the nationwide poll from June 20 to July 6, the Chief Executive's net performance rating (approve minus disapprove) rose to 13 percent from only five percent last March, said the SWS report, which was released by Malacañang. The Chief Executive had ordered the military to seize the 10,000-hectare Camp Abubakar after the lapse of the June 30 deadline for the Moro Islamic Liberation Front to forge peace with the government. In March, Mr. Estrada's net rating plunged to five percent. In the latest survey, the Chief Executive actually got an overall performance rating of 47 percent. But 34 percent of those polled said they remain dissatisfied with what the President has done. 

http://www.philstar.com/
Mon 7/17/00 

MANILA, (ABS-CBN) - Newly freed German hostage Renate Wallert immediately left for Germany upon arriving in Manila from Zamboanga City on Monday evening. She had been transported from Sulu, where she had been held captive for almost three months, to Zamboanga before being flown to Manila.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000718013
Tue 7/18/00

MALACAÑANG, (ABS-CBN) - A fuming President Estrada vowed to "crush" the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) after it massacred 21 Christian villagers in Bumbaran, Lanao del Sur on Sunday and killed four soldiers in Matanog, Maguindanao on Tuesday. "Their days are numbered," Mr. Estrada said. "We will not forgive them. I'm prepared for them." Shortly after reports of Tuesday's ambush, which also left 17 persons wounded, Mr. Estrada ordered the military to "go all out against these criminals and crush them." Elsewhere, troops shot it out with MILF rebels in two incidents in Davao Oriental. Military officials said soldiers chanced upon a band of 40 rebels in Banaybanay town and killed three, while 13 rebels surrendered to soldiers after a clash in Tarragona. While dismissing the Bumbaran massacre and the Matanog ambush as "small incidents", Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora said they left Mr. Estrada "deeply concerned."

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000719124
Tue 7/18/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Military and immigration intelligence agents have arrested last Saturday an undocumented Iranian national suspected of being an international terrorist. In separate interviews this Monday, Commissioner Rufus Rodriguez of the Bureau of Immigration and Deportation (BID) and Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) vice chief Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim said the foreigner is now undergoing tactical interrogation regarding his presence in the country. "We captured him two days ago and all we can say is that he is in his 40's," Rodriguez said. Calimlim said they are verifying reports that the arrested Iranian is a member of the Hizballah (Party of God) terrorist group. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/metro/20000718027
Tue 7/18/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A bomb explosion rocked the town of Matalam, North Cotabato at 8:30 on Monday morning, barely 24 hours after a bomb hit the Kabacan public market, killing two civilians and wounding 33 others. The bomb explosion was the fifth in North Cotabato since April. No one was reported injured in the latest incident. Kabacan police chief Harold Nacional disclosed the 81-millimeter fragmentation bomb was found inside the Galindo store about 200 meters away from the site of Sunday morning's bombing. He said the bomb was found after it was abandoned in a package by a customer of the said establishment. The store owner sensed danger and immediately called for police assistance to check the package, which was later confirmed to contain a bomb.

Police theorized that the bomb was planted by Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels in response to a call made last week by MILF chief Salamat Hashim for a jihad, or holy war, against the government. The military has tagged MILF in Sunday's explosion in North Cotabato which killed four persons and injured more than 40 others.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/national/20000718006
Tue 7/18/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) -The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) owned up to last Sunday's execution of 21 reported Christian villagers in Bumbaran, Lanao del Sur but claimed the incident was not a massacre but a legitimate encounter. Based on a report of the Philippine Army's 4th Infantry Division (ID), at least 100 armed MILF rebels led by a certain Commander Hadji Malik arrived in Bumbaran and forcibly took the victims inside a mosque. The civilians were reportedly hog-tied and later shot dead. Reports revealed among those killed were 18-year-old Jovie Garcia, who was reportedly pregnant, and a nine-year-old boy named Robert Copreros. The wounded include three children aged four, six, and eight.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000718011
Tue 7/18/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The death toll in this Tuesday's ambush by Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels of government troops at Campo Dos, Buguasan, Matanog, Maguindanao surged to 12 while those injured rose to 24. Unconfirmed military reports also disclosed that about six rebels were killed in the encounter. Reports said close to a hundred MILF stragglers fired rocket propelled grenades and B-14 rifles on the 27th Infantry Battalion on board a six-by-six army carrier from Barangay Tugaig inside Camp Abubakre. The government soldiers where on their way to Cotabato City to buy food and other supplies at around 6:30 in the morning. The ambush site was some 12 kilometers away from where the soldiers came and about four kilometers away from the town proper. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000719007
Tue 7/18/00
PASAY CITY, (ABS-CBN) - In politics, there are no permanent allies, only permanent interests. Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao governor Nur Misuari will soon have this rude awakening when the President finally decides his fate this September.Even his allies in the Moro Naitonal Liberation Front are slowly deserting him and they are not making it a secret.Senator Rodolfo Biazon, who has extensive military training in the South, said even leaders of the MNLF are disappointed of Misuari and the way he had mishandled the ARMM i his four-year tem governor.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000719048
Wed 7/19/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Almost a hundred Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels surrendered to defense and military officials in Marawi City, Lanao del Sur on Wednesday. Three of the 95 surrenderees were MILF leaders. In simple ceremonies, defense secretary Orlando Mercado and Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Angelo Reyes received the surrenderees headed by Singkapan Pakasiran Makil alias Commander Supremo. "They seemed to have abandoned (MILF chief) Hashim Salamat and we welcome (them) to the fold of the law. We will protect them from any retaliatory tactics from their former comrades," Reyes said. Military records describe Supremo as the battalion commander of the 306th Brigade of the Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Force (BIAF) operating in Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte. The two other rebel leaders were identified as Kiran Buat alias Commander Kris, and Abdusalim Makabantog. Buat is allegedly the chief of the BIAF Striking Battalion, while Makabantog is the chief of the BIAF 1st Infantry Briagde. The mass surrender came in the wake of Salamat's declaration of a jihad or holy war against government troops almost two weeks ago, days after the fall of the MILF's main stronghold Camp Abubakar in Maguindanao. Since then, MILF rebels had reportedly launched attacks on government troops in Davao Oriental and Maguindanao wherein a dozen people on both sides where killed. The MILF has also owned up to the massacre of 21 Christian villagers in Lanao del Sur on Sunday.

Amnesty applications

All former rebels took their oath of allegiance to the Philippine Constitution as the government vowed to immediately facilitate their amnesty applications. A total of 97 high-powered firearms, including M-203 grenade launchers, AK-47 and M-16 rifles were turned over by the rebels to government authorities. In return, Mercado and Reyes handed over P628,000 in exchange for the surrendered firearms. Earlier this month, former MILF commander Billy Abdul Salam disclosed the impending mass surrender of MILF rebels, most of whom are from the Iranon tribe in Maguindanao. Salam, who had negotiated for the successful surrender of MILF rebels last March, had given five demands before the mass surrender of 800 more war-worn guerillas. Topping the list of reported demands is the creation of the Iranon province. The group also wants to be integrated into the Armed Forces or the Philippine National Police, similar to the privilege of rebel returnees from the Moro National Liberation Front under a 1996 peace pact with the government and the formerly secesssionist group. They are also seeking the establishment of livelihood cooperative funding, representatives in the national and regional level of government, and the granting of ancestral domain. Military reports revealed that in March this year, more than 238 MILF rebels voluntarily surrendered to authorities.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000720146
Thu 7/20/00

Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines have released four Malaysians who had been held captive for more than two months. Journalists saw the four driven at dawn into a military camp in the main town on Jolo Island. They have made no comment about their ordeal. The released hostages were among a group abducted from a Malaysian resort last April by the Abu Sayyaf Islamic guerrilla movement. Abu Sayyaf has released several people in recent days but is still holding 34 four hostages. http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_844000/844068.stm
Thu 7/20/00

Muslim rebels holding several dozen hostages in Jolo have released the child of a government soldier who was killed in a clash with the guerrillas, officials said yesterday. The boy, Richard Sintos, 17, was taken by helicopter from Jolo to Zamboanga City, Vice Governor Munib Estino said. Philippine negotiators were also expecting the release of two other Filipinos and seven Malaysians after reaching agreement with the Abu Sayyaf rebels on the ransom amount, officials said. Sintos'father was killed in a clash with the rebels on neighboring Basilan island. Chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado said he expects the rebels will also release two female teachers abducted from a Basilan school on March 20. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-07/MN072103.asp
Mon 7/24/00

A hand grenade recently exploded near a church in Jolo, Sulu around 7:50 a.m. Tuesday morning, according to municipal administrator Joseph Lo. The explosion destroyed a stockpile of bamboo lumber beside the cathedral which was under construction at the time. Lo said this was the second bombing attempt directed at the church.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000726002
7/25/00

An armed group demanded P10 million yesterday for the release of two abducted Filipino journalists who were covering a hostage crisis in Mindanao for the country's largest television network, a government envoy said.  The journalists, Val Cuenca and Maan Macapagal of the ABS-CBN network, were seized by armed men last Monday afternoon as they were returning from interviewing foreign hostages held by Abu Sayyaf rebels at a jungle hideout on Jolo island. The envoy said the journalists were seized by a separate armed group led by Commander Muin. He said he visited the group's camp in the Patikul area of Jolo island yesterday and was informed of the ransom demand. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-07/MN072603.asp
7/25/00

JOLO - Security deteriorated on this southern Philippines island on Wednesday after Muslim kidnappers tossed a grenade outside a cafe, leaving 18 people injured, police and hospital officials said.  A police official here said the bombing had been carried out by the Abu Sayyaf guerilla group, flush with cash from the ransoms paid for one German and six Malaysian hostages: sources close to the negotiations said the ransoms totalled US$4 million.  The Muslim gunmen, self-styled independence fighters, still hold at gunpoint five French citizens, three Malaysians, three Germans, two Finns, two South Africans, a Lebanese and 17 Filipinos.  The grenade exploded in front of a cafe in downtown Jolo as patrons waited for the shop to open. The attacker fled on a motorcycle. 

http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/breakingnews.html#
Thu 7/27/00
Muslim rebels in the Philippines have released a German journalist, one of dozens of hostages they are holding on the southern island of Jolo. The journalist, Andreas Lorenz, was brought to safety from the rebels' jungle hideout by an emissary of the provincial governor, before flying to the southern city of Zamboanga where he was reunited with his wife. It is unclear whether a ransom was paid for his release. Mr Lorenz, who reports for Der Spiegel magazine from Bangkok, was abducted for the second time when he returned to Jolo on 2 July to report on the kidnappings. Speaking at the provincial governor's house, Mr Lorenz said: "It's the worst ordeal in my life. I will never come back to Jolo." He thanked fellow reporters who had signed a petition urging the rebels to free him. But he said he had not seen any of the 32 other hostages still being held. The first time Mr Lorenz was seized, he was part of a group of 10 European journalists visiting an Abu Sayyaf hide-out in order to cover the story. All were released later that day after paying $25,000 in ransom. Mr Lorenz's second kidnap was apparently at the hands of a different rebel faction which felt it had not received a fair share of the ransom money. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_853000/853744.stm
7/27/00

JOLO -(ABS-CBN) - Eighteen people were reportedly injured following a bomb explosion that hit the Nine Coffee Shop along Zarante Street in Jolo, Sulu, Wednesday morning. An ABS-CBN News team in Zamboanga City said there were no deaths as earlier reported. Initial reports in Manila stated there were eight people who died in the explosion, but ABS-CBN News reporter Erwin Tulfo said there were no casualties in this morning's blast. Police Senior Supt. Jiljani Nani, Regional Director of the PNP-ARMM suggested that the attack could be the handiwork of the Muslim extremist group Abu Sayyaf. Earlier, in an interview over DZMM radio, Jolo town administrator Joseph Lo said the explosion occurred at about 5:45 a.m., Wednesday inside the crowded coffee shop. The 18 victims were reportedly taken to the Sulu Provincial Hospital for treatment. Immediately after the latest bomb blast, PNP chief General Panfilo Lacson dismissed Jolo's police chief Supt. Candido Casimiro. Casimiro's ouster was due to the apparent breakdown of law and order in Sulu's capital town.

The latest incident came less than 24 hours after an explosion hit the Jolo cathedral at around 7:50 a.m. on Tuesday, injuring one person. Authorities in Jolo are looking into the possibility that the two bombings are linked. The injured was identified as Julie Halipa, 42, an employee of the Notre Dame College Cooperative. She was immediately rushed to a local hospital for medical treatment. Jolo municipal administrator Joseph Lo said the blast occurred near the Cathedral's stock room, which was filled with bamboo poles to be used for the church's renovation.

Witnesses said a man aboard a motorcycle threw the grenade at the Cathedral and immediately sped away.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000727004
7/27/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A militiaman was killed while five other government soldiers were wounded in two separate encounters with communist guerillas in Surigao del Sur and Compostela Valley last Tuesday. Reports reaching Camp Crame said that at around 9:30 a.m. in Surigao, soldiers and militiamen on board a Fuergo vehicle of the Surigao Development Corporation were reportedly fired upon by about 30 New People' s Army (NPA) rebels at the vicinity of Kilometer 55, San Miguel town. The military lost two M-14 rifles in the 10-minute firefight. The government troops had just come from a conference at Kilometer 73 in Sitio Inadan in Barangay Tina, San Miguel when the incident occurred. Operatives have since launched pursuit operations against the communist rebels.

Earlier at 7 a.m. that same day, a platoon from the 60th Infantry Battalion encountered another band of about 30 communist guerillas, headed by one Commander Bibit, at New Dalaguete in Montevista, Compostela Valley province. The gun battle lasted for 30 minutes afterwhich the rebels withdrew toward Barangay Banglasan, bringing along their wounded comrades, as evidenced by bloodstains along the withdrawal route. One militiamen was wounded in the encounter. Recovered from the site was a jungle pack containing subversive documents. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000727033
7/27/00

MATANOG, MAGUINDANAO — They call it “the mother of all battles,” and 35,000 men from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), non-aligned members of the Bang-samoro movement, and the New People’s Army (NPA) have gathered in the hinterlands of this province, awaiting orders from Muslim overseas financiers and supporters in the Middle East to launch their counter-offensive. Sources close to MILF chairman Hashim Salamat told THE MANILA TIMES that commando units have been deployed throughout Mindanao and Luzon, with orders to attack communications facilities, inter-island vessels, business establishments, and military camps and bases. Among the primary targets, the sources said, are the Awang Airport in Cotabato City, and sites in Zamboanga City, Cebu, Subic Bay and Metro Manila. Salamat’s aides called the MILF plan a “final, grand jihad.” 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/jul/28/top_stories/20000728top3.html
7/31/00

RP Getting Choppers, Other US Military Aid - The US military assistance offer was presented to President Estrada at the beginning of the two leaders' discussion here. Together with investment offers confirmed by a league of American businessmen, it could be the crowning jewel of Estrada's 10day working visit to the US.  Emerging from the Oval Office, Estrada, who looked more than pleased over the result of his meeting with the US leader, read a brief statement before members of the foreign media on the coverage of the range of issues he discussed with Clinton.  In their meeting, the two presidents reaffirmed the importance of the democratic alliance of the Philippines and the United States whose historical, political, and economic ties have withstood the test of time and distance.  The US military commitment is perceived by RP-US defense analysts as the first giant step to modernize the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).  Estrada hailed Clinton's commitment as "a shining moment of RP-US relations," adding that it was America's way of putting a premium on the democratic and historical alliance between the two governments.  Among the military equipment for immediate delivery to the Philippine government are eight UH-1H "Huey" helicopters for the Philippine Air Force, 100 military trucks, one navy vessel, and other military armaments. http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-07/MN072901.asp
7/31/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A person was killed while 29 others were injured when a bomb exploded at the Monkayo town plaza, Compostela Valley province last night. The lone fatality was identified as Julito Tublayan. Initial reports said the incident occurred around 9 p.m. as residents were preparing for the town fiesta. Probers have yet to determine what type of explosive was used. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000801032
7/31/00

Three people were killed and 36 others wounded when a bomb ripped through a carnival in the southern Philippines' Compostela Valley, police said on Tuesday.  An unidentified man threw a bomb late Monday at the so-called GM Jumping Horse carnival near the municipal health office of Monkayo town in Compostela.  Two people were killed on the spot, while a third victim died after being taken to hospital. Thirty-six others were hurt by shrapnel and a stampede following the blast, according to regional police spokesman Captain Matthew Baccay.  No one has claimed responsibility for the attack, but the military said investigators were not ruling out involvement of either communist rebels or Muslim separatist guerrillas.  Nearly all previous bombings in the southern Philippines have been blamed on the country's largest Muslim separatist group, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/#
7/31/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Two Army personnel were killed by Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels during an ambush early Saturday morning near the former rebel stronghold in Maguindanao. Reports from the Armed Forces of the Philippines' (AFP's) 6th Infantry Division identified the slain Army personnel as private first classmen Christopher Hugo and Jetro Vidad. The report said Hugo and Vidad were fired upon by an undetermined number of secessionist rebels at about 7:45 a.m. in the vicinity of Barangay Garigayan in Buldon, Maguindanao. The area is within Camp Abubakar, formerly the largest stronghold of the MILF in Central Maguindanao. At the time of the incident, the soldiers were on their way back to their detachment after doing market chores for their comrades. 

The reported ambush came two days after President Estrada ordered the activation of 10,000 militiamen to assist government troops in subduing Muslim and communist rebels nationwide. Of the total number of militiamen to be activated, 7,000 (70 percent) would be deployed in Mindanao while the rest will be assigned in Luzon and the Visayas. 

Despite the loss of most of its camps, the MILF still maintains more than 15,000 fighters spread over Central Mindanao, the military admitted Friday. In a report, the military said that as of June 30 this year, the MILF still has 15,233 fighters with 11,042 assorted firearms.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000731012
7/31/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - At least 12 Moro Islamic Liberation Front rebels and one militiaman were killed in two separate clashes in Cotabato, the military said on Saturday. Sixth Infantry Battalion spokesperson Maj. Lito Aso reported that a two-hour gun battle between MILF rebels and government forces erupted in Nangaan, Kabacan in North Cotabato late Friday. Nine rebels and one militiaman were reportedly killed in the said gunfight. Army soldiers and militiamen clashed with around 50 MILF rebels who were later forced to withdraw upon the arrival of an Army reinforcement. Also on Friday, another rebel band raided a village in nearby Maguindanao. Aso said the rebels fled with sacks of rice and other food supplies. Pursuing government troops killed three of the rebels. Meanwhile, MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu stressed that the "hit-and-run" attacks of their group will continue as there is no existing ceasefire agreement between them and the government. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000730011
7/31/00

ILIGAN CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A member of a civilian volunteer organization was killed, while two others were seriously wounded in a strafing incident in Mentering town, Lanao del Norte on Friday. The victims however, have yet to be identified. The military theorized that Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) guerillas were behind the strafing incident. They said, this is part of the secessionist group's guerilla warfare tactics. Both the military and the police in Lanao del Norte are now on double red alert in the wake of threats from the MILF to attack several Lanao del Norte towns. Hostilities between the military and the MILF erupted a few months ago after MILF fighters stormed Kauswagan town at the height of Mindanao conflict. Last July 16, more than 20 Christian farmers were massacred by suspected MILF rebels in Bumbaran, Lanao del Sur. But although the secessionist group owned up the execution, they claimed it was a legitimate encounter and the victims were not civilians but military men.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-jul2000.nsf/provincial/20000730014
August 2000

8/1/00

A powerful bomb has killed three people and ripped apart a car carrying the Philippine ambassador as it entered his official residence in central Jakarta. Ambassador Leonides Caday and his chauffeur survived but were hospitalized. Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid linked the attack to ongoing Muslim rebel insurgency in the southern Philippines and not to ethnic and separatist violence or political turmoil in Indonesia 

http://www.atimes.com/
8/1/00

Ambassador Leonides Caday and his chauffeur survived the lunchtime blast, which Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid linked to a Muslim rebellion in the southern Philippines rather than bloody separatist and religious violence or political turmoil in Indonesia.   Philippine Muslim rebels denied responsibility. The Philippine government condemned the attack and ordered all its embassies to be put on high alert.  Tuesday's blast rocked the capital's downtown at about 12:30 p.m.  Some victims had been badly mutilated and torn apart, witnesses said. Debris and shrapnel were scattered for hundreds of meters (yards). Several bloodied survivors walked around in a daze before emergency crews arrived.  Police initially put the death toll at three. However, they later reported that only two, an embassy guard and a woman street vendor, had been killed, said Jakarta deputy police spokesman Maj. Alex Mandalika. 

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN080201.asp
8/2/00

Abu Sayyaf Muslim extremists, who have kidnapped dozens of people in recent months in the southern Philippines, have been paid cash and guns in exchange for freeing some of the hostages, according to intelligence sources. Two Filipino broadcasters from the ABS-CBN network are said to have been redeemed for five million pesos in cash and firearms including five M203 rifle-grenade launchers and five M16 assault rifles.  http://www.atimes.com/se-asia/se-asia.html
8/2/00

Three people were killed and dozens wounded when unidentified attackers bombed a town fiesta and a commercial centre in the southern Philippines. Police had last night not established the motives behind the Monday night attacks but said there were no signs that Muslim rebels fighting for an Islamic state in the south of the mainly Catholic country were involved. Yesterday, a bomb blast outside the Jakarta home of the Philippines' Ambassador to Indonesia killed two people and wounded dozens, including the envoy. Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid said the explosion may be linked to violence in the southern Philippines, but the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the larger of two Muslim guerrilla groups there, denied responsibility. In the fiesta bombing, three people died and 36 were injured in the blast in the middle of a crowd in Monkayo town 950km south of Manila. 

An hour before that attack a businessman was injured when a grenade exploded at a commercial section in Jolo town in the Sulu islands, 240km southwest of Monkayo, police said. They said they saw no connection between the two blasts. 

The Jolo blast occurred about 15km from a mountainous jungle lair where the fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf rebels are holding at least 29 foreign and Filipino hostages. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=146424&thesection=news&thesubsection=world
8/3/00

A splinter group of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) - the main separatist group in the southern Philippines - has claimed responsibility for Tuesday's bomb blast in Jakarta. The explosion killed two people and wounded 20 others, including Philippine ambassador Leonides Caday. The leader of the splinter group told the Manila Times that the attack had been designed to draw attention to the largely Muslim island of Mindanao. But Philippine Defence Secretary Orlando Mercado said the claim could be a trick to throw investigators off the scent. MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu also denied the existence of a splinter group, saying this was "black propaganda". He told a local radio station that MILF targets were limited to "the military and their allies". Philippine officials said on Wednesday that Mr Caday believed the attack was "personal". But on Thursday Mr Caday - who is recuperating from two broken legs - issued a statement from his hospital bed denying he knew who the culprits were. His statement adds further uncertainty as to who was behind the blast. In Jakarta, Philippine Consul General Narcio Castendra said there were no clear suspects, and no threats had been received. 

Some Indonesian officials, including President Abdurrahman Wahid, have blamed Muslim separatists in the Philippines. However, some Philippine officials and Indonesian observers are also raising the possibility that the blast could be linked with unrest in Indonesia. The Philippine national police chief, General Panfilo Lacson, has told officers to watch out for Indonesian separatists in the country. Indonesian authorities found an unusually high number of Filipinos had entered Jakarta in the last couple of weeks, Philippine officials said. The Philippine Government Deputy Press Secretary, Mike Toledo, said the list of arrivals had been sent to intelligence agents, who would check them against files of terrorists and criminals. Mr Toledo said a team of US explosive experts was on its way to Indonesia to help determine what type of bomb was used in the blast. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_864000/864265.stm
8/7/00

ABOUT 20 communist New People’s Army  (NPA) guerrillas raided a police station in Sta. Cruz, Laguna after an amazon posing as a rape victim diverted the officers’ attention. The rebels seized at least 12 guns and shot and wounded an officer who tried to draw his gun during the attack on Sunday, just a few days after the government’s declaration of a suspension of military operations (SOMO) in Quezon and Laguna. Police said a rebel pretending to be a rape victim entered the station in Sta. Cruz, about 65 kilometers (40 miles) south of Manila, and said she wanted to file a complaint. She wept and drew the attention of officers in the station, allowing the guerrillas to enter unchallenged, police said. Chief Benito Mozo attempted to draw his gun but was shot and wounded, police said. 

The rebels disarmed the officers and took other weapons, a computer and personal records of police, officials said. The NPA staged the attack less than a week after the government declared the suspension of military offensives against the rebel in Laguna and Quezon for the release of their two captives—Army Maj. Noel Buan and Police Chief Insp. Abelardo Martin. Chief Supt. Lucas Managuelod, Southern Tagalog Police director, said the rebels carted away four M16 Armalite rifles, three caliber 38 revolvers, four caliber .45 pistols, a 9-mm pistol, a computer, a camera, a radio transceiver and records file of the police station. He said he has directed a probe on the incident to determine security lapses on the part of the policemen. The rebels fled to different directions after the attack, witnesses said. A hot pursuit operation is currently being undertaken by the PNP from the nearby towns of Sinoloan, Pakil and Famy. As this developed, suspected NPA rebels killed a policeman and his 21-year-old son in an ambush in Norzagaray, Bulacan yesterday morning. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/aug/08/top_stories/20000808top4.html
8/8/00

Muslim rebels holding around 30 hostages in the southern Philippines have reportedly received $5.5m in ransom for the release of the handful of captives freed so far. Philippine military chief Angelo Reyes made the disclosure in a cabinet meeting led by President Joseph Estrada. Mr Reyes said the guerrillas were using the money to buy weapons for their separatist war. But Mr Estrada stopped short the discussion, apparently because of the presence of journalists covering the meeting. "We can talk about that privately, not in this forum," he said. The Philippines has a no-ransom policy. Muslim rebels from the Abu Sayyaf group seized 21 people from a Malaysian diving resort on 23 April and took them to the southern Philippine island of Jolo. They have since seized other hostages, including several foreign journalists and a party of Filipino missionaries. In recent weeks, they have freed two Germans, six Malaysians and two Filipino reporters. They have also released two teachers and a son of a soldier seized in previous kidnappings. Shortly after the first releases, there were reports the island had been flooded with crisp new high-denomination bills. But the Philippines and the other governments involved in the hostage crisis have repeatedly denied paying ransoms. Chief negotiator Robert Aventajado, who attended the cabinet meeting, declined to comment on Mr Reyes' remarks about the ransom. The remaining hostages include six French people, three Malaysians, two Germans, two Finns, two South Africans and 14 Filipinos. Presidential spokesman Ricardo Puno said the government was sticking to its no-ransom policy. He said ransom payments would help the Abu Sayyaf buy arms to "further kill, maim and injure Filipino citizens". "We're not in the business of trying to make these guys wealthy. They're criminals and they are terrorists and they will be treated as such," Mr Puno said. Police sources say the rebels have been demanding about $1m for each Western hostage and about $350,000 for each of the others. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_870000/870153.stm
8/9/00

JOLO, (ABS-CBN) - Abu Sayyaf bandits are demanding $25 million for the release of more than a dozen hostages, government intelligence sources said on Wednesday. This developed as defense secretary Orlando Mercado said that international terrorist Osama bin Laden has funded the Muslim extremist group. Five leaders of the Abu Sayyaf agreed to the ransom although it is not clear whether they expect the whole amount to be paid at once or in installments. The group is now discussing how the money will be delivered to them, the sources said. The proposed $25-million ransom will cover three Malaysians, two Germans, two French and two Finnish nationals, two South Africans, two Filipinos, and a Franco-Lebanese woman seized from a Malaysian resort and taken across the sea border to Jolo, Sulu last April 23. The ransom will also cover three French television reporters who ventured to the Abu Sayyaf's hideout last July 9 to interview the hostages. In addition, the ransom will also cover 12 Filipino evangelists of the Jesus Miracle Crusade who have been in the Abu Sayyaf jungle hideout for more than a month, the sources said. Thirteen evangelists originally went to the Abu Sayyaf lair to "pray over" the hostages, but one has been released reportedly to pursue the bandits' ransom demand. Three Filipino laborers seized by an Abu Sayyaf faction last week are not covered by the $25-million ransom demand, the sources said.

On Monday, Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Angelo Reyes confirmed reports that a P245-million had been paid to the Abu Sayyaf in exchange for six Malaysians, five Filipinos, and a German woman despite Manila's policy against ransom payments. 

The agreement on a total ransom for almost all hostages surfaced, as an aide of Libyan mediator Rajab Azzarouq arrived in Jolo secretly on Tuesday. The aide, Mohamad Ismail, was fetched from a ferry by unknown armed men and escorted out of town, a correspondent from the Agence France Presse news agency witnessed. Local authorities said they had no advance warning of Ismail's visit and only learned about it later. It has been reported that Lebanon supposedly accepted an offer from Libya to pay $25 million for all the hostages, with priority to be given to Franco-Lebanese captive Marie Moarbes.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/national/20000810057
8/9/00

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has deployed additional military intelligence operatives in several areas of Mindanao following reports that the Abu Sayyaf has intensified its recruitment operations, offering P100,000 cash for each new member. Intelligence reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, said several Abu Sayyaf members were engaged in recruitment operations, offering P100,000 plus a highpowered firearm to each recruit. Military sources said that the Abu Sayyaf members were moving around markets and other public places of Sulu, Basilan, and Zamboanga for their recruitment operations. There were qlso Intelligence sources claimed that Abu Sayaff leaders have doubled their security personnel in view of reports that some of their members were planning to take their leaders as hostages because of the huge amount of money in their possession. Government authorities has estimated that the Abu Sayaff has accumulated some P245 million in the kidnap-for-ransom activities during the recent months.  http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN081003.asp
8/10/00

DAVAO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - A bomb exploded Thursday morning inside a mall in this city a few hours after President Estrada left for Cebu City. Police reported the bomb was planted inside a comfort room on the second floor of the Diaz Mall along Claveria street. No one was reported hurt in the blast but the comfort room was totally damaged. Police theorized the explosion may have been the handiwork of either Moro rebels or militant groups who have been calling for the ouster of the President. Certain groups were included as prime suspects after they openly expressed discontent with the President, following his arrival on Tuesday. The President has been for allegedly failing to deliver on his promise of development for Mindanao. The militants also condemned the all-out war policy of the Estrada administration against the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). Thursday's explosion was preceded by a spate of bomb threats accompanying Estrada's visit to Mindanao which started Monday. On his first day, a bomb was found inside a Bachelor Bus in Mati, Davao Oriental. The explosive was later detonated by bomb experts. The bus company admitted it received bomb threats in the past several months but said it had no suspects. On the same day, another bomb was found under the Maputi Bridge in Banay-Banay, Davao Oriental. Bomb experts reported the bomb was made of imported explosive powder and fertilizer packed inside a plastic cylinder. The bomb was also detonated after it was discovered by police.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000811007
8/10/00

LEGAZPI, (ABS-CBN) - A member of the Philippine Army was shot dead by three unidentified armed men believed to be communist rebels in Donsol, Sorsogon this Thursday morning. Master sergeant Ramon Abonita of the 1st infantry battalion was shot at close range at about 8:00 in the morning. Abonita sustained gunshot wounds in different parts of his body which caused his instantaneous death. Investigators believed the perpetrators may be members of the New People's Army (NPA) operating in the region because the victim was an intelligence officer based in Juban, Sorsorgon. "This may be a revenge as the victim was aggressive in the military's counter-insurgency operations" a prober said. Reports said communist rebels started their liquidation operations against military and police personnel after the government intensified its anti-insurgency operations in the area. Authorities divulged the attack on Abonita is one of the tactics of the rebels saying they cannot fight government troops head-on. "They are out-numbered so they result to liquidations and guerilla tactics", a police officer said. Barely two weeks ago, a member of the Philippine National Police (PNP) was likewise gunned down while another was abducted by suspected NPA rebels in Sorsogon. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000811008
8/11/00

GENERAL SANTOS, (ABS-CBN) - A military detachment was reportedly attacked by suspected Muslim separatist rebels in Barangay Tinoto, Maasim, Sarangani province on Friday. The attack was apparently staged by Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels in retaliation to the government's order to arrest their leaders, said Sgt. Ramon Marquez, detachment commander of the Philippine Army's 25th Special Force. One soldier was wounded in the head when four armed men aboard a passenger jeepney stopped in front of the detachment and fired upon the soldiers. Private First Class Wilfredo Mojica sustained gunshot wounds in the head after he was shot with a .45 caliber pistol. He was immediately rushed to the General Santos Doctor's Hospital. Unfortunately, most of the soldiers were at the back of the detachment making bunkers when the attack took place. The incident was recorded as the second assault staged against military officials in Sarangani province within a week. An army sergeant was killed and a militiaman was wounded in an ambush by suspected MILF rebels last August 6 in Datu Gani, Kiamba town. Earlier this week, bounties have been set on the heads of each of the MILF leaders to facilitate their arrest. Interior secretary Alfredo Lim announced that a P5-million reward will be given to anyone who can help arrest MILF chairman Hashim Salamat, P3 million for MILF vice chairman Al Haj Murad, and P1 million for MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu. Salamat, Murad, and Kabalu are among 11 suspects facing murder and multiple frustrated murder charges for the death of a farmer and injury to 41 civilians in the series of bomb blasts last June 24 in General Santos City. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000812015
8/16/00

Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines have released a Filipina hostage kidnapped with 20 other people from a Malaysian diving resort almost four months ago. Reports say Lucrecia Dablo, 35, was driven into a small military camp near rebel-held territory on the island of Jolo and handed over to chief negotiator Robert Aventajado. Mr Aventajado said the other hostages, who come from six countries, would be freed before the weekend. Hopes had been high that the Abu Sayyaf rebels would free the nine Western captives in the group on Wednesday under a deal financed by Libya. But the releases were apparently delayed after the rebels became alarmed at military manoeuvres in the area. Mr Aventajado and Libyan negotiator Rajab Azzarouq arrived in Jolo on Wednesday to iron out the latest hitches. Libyan officials have played a key mediating role between the separatists and the Philippine Government since the start of the hostage drama. Newspapers have said Libya is paying $25m in ransom, but Mr Azzarouq has denied the reports. However he says Libya will fund social projects in the impoverished region. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_882000/882383.stm
8/16/00

THE Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will not allow Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) leaders to set foot once more on its territory. Saudi Ambassador to Manila Saleh Mohammad Al-Ghamdi said the Middle East country would deny visa to all MILF leaders. As the powerful Middle East country stressed it would only recognize the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) as the sole representative of the Bangsamoro people, Indonesian and Filipino cops also zeroed in on Moro secessionist rebels as the most probable culprits in recent bombing of the Philippine Ambassador’s residence in Jakarta. Al-Ghamdi stressed his country harbored no rebel leader. http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/aug/17/top_stories/20000817top4.html
8/18/00

Three Malaysians held by Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines have reportedly been released. The hostages, who had been held for four months on the island of Jolo, were ferried to Zamboanga in the southern Philippines, said chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado. Mr Aventajado said the remaining 28 Western and Filipino captives would be released after midday (0400 GMT) on Saturday. Speaking after a meeting with French, German, Finnish and South African ambassadors, he said he was confident, despite several previous disappointments. Military officials said an estimated $5.5m was collected by the rebels last month for the release of seven other hostages seized from the Malaysian diving resort of Sipadan. Some reports said the rebels had demanded an additional ransom of $1m for the release of the Malaysian hostages.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_885000/885393.stm
8/18/00

MANILA - The Westerners were to have been released today (8/17)in exchange for a payment that could reach several million dollars, but something has caused a delay. Officially, the reason is weather, but local officials say the real snag seems to involve money. The release has been brokered by Libya, which has sent a plane to fly the captives to Tripoli before they are sent home, and local reports say the Libyans are prepared to give the hostage-takers millions of dollars in what is being described as development aid. Awaiting release are two Germans, two South Africans, two Finns, two French citizens and a French-Lebanese woman as well as three Malaysians and a Filipino from the diving resort. Three French television journalists who trekked in to interview the hostages are also being held, as well as a dozen evangelical Christians who said they wanted to pray with them and may in fact have remained voluntarily. The Philippine military says as much as $5.5 million in ransom has already been paid to the kidnappers, a Muslim rebel group numbering only a few hundred. From among the original hostages a German woman, six Malaysian resort workers and several other captives were released after separate deals were struck. With those payments, the group, calling itself Abu Sayyaf and claiming to be fighting for a separate Muslim state, has entered the big time in the area's kidnapping industry. Now, with millions to spend, Abu Sayyaf could become a real military force.   

http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/asia/081800philippines-kidnapping.html
8/18/00

COTABATO CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Around 30 bolo-wielding men reportedly attacked Sitio Daku Pala, Barangay Renebon, Pigkawayan town in North Cotabato at around 6:00 pm on Thursday, killing three people and injuring three others. The victims were reportedly hog-tied before being hacked to death. Based on the survivors' accounts, the suspects barged into their home looking for firearms and other valuables. The suspects then tied them up and ordered them to lay on the ground. The survivors said the attackers then started hacking them. They said the killers spoke the Maguindanaoan dialect. Meanwhile, President Estrada has directed Armed Forces Southern Command (Southcom) chief Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva to deploy more troops to North Cotabato following the brutal killings. Elements of the Army's 603rd Brigade are now reportedly tracking down the suspects believed to be headed by Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) commander Pakil Ayunan.

Ayunan's group was also held responsible for the slaughter of 16 civilians in Carmen town on August 4. Most of the victims in the ambush in Barangay Kabi-i, Carmen were students on their way home. Villanueva said the armed men divested the victims of their cash and personal belongings before they were strafed inside the public utility vehicle. The latest carnage in Pigkawayan is the fourth in a series of attacks carried out against civilians in various Mindanao provinces within two months. Twenty-one reported Christian villagers were shot to death inside a make-shift mosque last July 16 Barangay Sumogot, Bumbaran town in Lanao del Sur. Thirteen more civilians were killed four days later in an ambush on plantation workers in Balabagan, also in Lanao del Sur. All incidents were blamed the on the MILF.  

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000819013
8/18/00

The New People's Army (NPA), the armed wing of the local communist insurgency movement, has been regaining strength and remains the biggest security threat to the country, the military said yesterday. Brig. Gen. Virgilio Totanes, deputy chief of staff for intelligence of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), said the NPA's strength as of last June stood at 11,000 men including 5,000 armed regulars. "The CCP (Communist Party of the Philippines) is still the number one threat. Since 1995, there is an upward trend in the communist ranks," Totanes said. He said the NPA strength grew by one percent this year, although the growth is still considered minimal compared to the five percent yearly average increase since 1995. He said the communist rebels have put up well-established guerrilla fronts in the provinces of Mindoro, Quezon, Bohol, Compostela Valley and Caraga. He noted, however, that the rebel force has been completely neutralized in Palawan. AFP records showed that the NPA reached its peak in 1987 with some 27,000 combatants and 15,000 firearms, but the figure dropped to a low of 5,000 regulars in 1995, then slowly rose again since. AFP officials attributed the resurgence of the NPA to the transfer of the counter-insurgency (COIN) functions to the Philippine National Police in 1995, the deactivation of the Citizens Armed Force Geographical Unit and the economic crisis in 1997. COIN was given back to the military in 1998. Totanes said the growth or decline of the NPA's strength depended on the prevailing economic conditions, similar to the Thailand experience in the early '90s when the rebels' strength declined to a few hundred from a peak of 30,000 due to an improved economy. Totanes said foreign groups have ceased supporting the local communist movement for ideological and economic reasons. http://www.philstar.com/
8/21/00

QUEZON CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The military vowed on Monday to seize Camp Vietnam, once it identifies the rebel base's exact location. The MILF's armory is said to be based in the camp reportedly located in Central Mindanao. In a news briefing, Armed Forces spokesperson Brig. Gen. Generoso Senga said intelligence operatives are now trying to find out the exact position of the new rebel sanctuary. On Sunday, an Army intelligence report said the new rebel camp is being guarded by the MILF's "Internal Security Force" somewhere between Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao.  http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000822085
8/21/00

LEGAZPI, (ABS-CBN) - At least 20 suspected New People's Army (NPA) rebels ambushed an army platoon in Tula-Tula, Ligao town, Albay while on a medical mission over the weekend. Belated reports on Monday said a soldier, Private First Class Jimmy Clamento was seriously wounded in the attack and will be airlifted to Manila due to serious wounds he sustained. There were no confirmed casualties on the rebel side but soldiers noted there were bloodstains all over the scene of the attack. Colonel Dante Bonifacio, 202nd Infantry Brigade commanding officer, reported the rebels could have mingled with the civilians during the medical mission in preparation for the planned attack. On June 27, the communist rebels successfully ambushed a medical-civic team killing an Army colonel and 12 others in Jones town, Isabela. Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) founding chair Jose Ma. Sison, who is in self-exile in the Netherlands, owned up to the killing.

NPA strength 

Last week, top military officials confirmed that communist rebels continue to increase and have remained the primary threat to national security. Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) deputy chief for intelligence Brig. Gen. Virgilio Totanes said that as of June this year, the NPA rebels was pegged at more than 11,000 with over 5,000 firearms. He likewise confirmed that this number may continue to increase as the communist rebels have reportedly intensified their recruitment operation nationwide. As of 1999, the number of communist guerrillas was placed at 10,600 with 6,200 firearms. It had its peak of 27,000 fighters with 15,000 firearms in 1987.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000822070
8/21/00

Thousands of villagers in Jolo have started to flee their homes and Abu Sayyaf guerrillas in Basilan have started to flex their muscle, both expecting a showdown between the military and the rebels once the latter release their remaining 28 hostages. The Armed Forces of the Philippines yesterday admitted that the military has identified all possible escape routes out of Sulu, studied the terrain in areas where the Abu Sayyaf is holding its hostages and made itself acquainted with the rebel group's battle tactics. At least 7,000 civilians had fled nine villages in the area where the rebels are holding their remaining hostages. Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes confirmed early this month that the Abu Sayyaf had raked in P245 million in ransoms paid for the release of seven hostages. The newly cash-rich guerrillas went on a weapons-buying spree. The ranks of the guerrillas had swelled to 4,500 and "each day the Abu Sayyaf numbers are increasing drastically," he said. The military has estimated the Abu Sayyaf strength to be more than 1,000 fighters with more than 500 firearms and operating mostly in Basilan, Sulu, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte, General Santos and Sarangani. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug22/news/news_5.htm
8/21/00

BACOLOD CITY -- Communist rebels killed 17 Army soldiers and wounded six others in an ambush in Negros Occidental yesterday, the military said. According to initial reports, the soldiers were riding in a truck when they were ambushed at around 2 p.m. by about 50 New People's Army (NPA) rebels in Sitio Bulod, Barangay Carabalan in Himlayan town, some 75 kilometers south of here. 

The soldiers, who belong to the 11th and 61st Infantry Battalions based in central and southern Negros, were on their way to reinforce troops that earlier seized an NPA camp in the area. The attackers are believed to be part of a group that engaged government troopers in a firefight last Aug. 19 after the Army stumbled upon the NPA encampment. The NPA has stepped up attacks on military outposts since withdrawing from peace talks last year after the Senate approved an agreement allowing the resumption of joint US-Philippine military exercises.

Communist rebels have been battling the government since the late 1960s and have established strongholds nationwide. They reached their peak strength in 1987 with 27,000 guerrillas but then weakened considerably because of battle setbacks, factionalism and diminishing support. However, rebel forces have grown by an average of 5 percent each year since 1995 mainly because of the deactivation of many militia units, the transfer of anti-insurgency functions from the military to the police - now reversed - and the economic crisis that struck the Philippines and the rest of Asia starting in 1997, military officials say. So far this year, the number of rebels has grown by 1 percent to about 11,000 guerrillas, the military says. The government is also fighting two groups of Muslim rebels seeking an independent Islamic state in Mindanao.   http://www.philstar.com/
8/21/00

GENERAL SANTOS CITY -- Communist guerrillas stormed an Army detachment in an upland village in Tampakan, South Cotabato Sunday afternoon and carted away several firearms and communications equipment without firing a single shot. A report from the Army's 601st Infantry Brigade said about 60 heavily armed New People's Army (NPA) guerrillas, some of them women, swooped down on the detachment of the 64th Infantry Battalion in Barangay Danlag, Tampakan at about 3:45 p.m. Sunday. The rebels, led by Commanders Bobong Fernandez, Ligaya and Jerome, all reportedly under the NPA's Front 73, immediately disarmed the soldiers and militiamen manning the detachment and then burned the outpost before fleeing about an hour later. Following the raid, Armed Forces chief Gen. Angelo Reyes relieved Maj. Manuel Ochotorena, commander of the 64th IB. "These (raids) happen, but (Gen. Reyes) was disgusted after it was reported that (those manning) the detachment did not put up a fight," said Armed Forces spokesman Brig. Gen. Generoso Sunga. Ochotorena, a former artillery officer in Central Mindanao, figured in a controversy a few months ago after he claimed that some Howitzer shells used against Moro separatist rebels missed their targets. "They used deceit and our men were caught unawares," said Ochotorena, admitting that the attack was "well-planned and carried out in order." Ochotorena also admitted that the 64th IB detachment, manned by a squad of regular Army soldiers and a platoon of Citizen's Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) members, was undermanned during the attack. Most of the troopers, he said, were in Barangay Danlag to provide security for its fiesta celebration. http://www.philstar.com/
8/22/00

CEBU, (ABS-CBN) - A soldier and a rebel were killed in an encounter between suspected New Peoples' Army combatants and government troops in Barangay Lumbay, Pilar, Bohol early Tuesday morning. Reports said the 17th Special Forces under the Philippine Army Special Operations Command clashed with an undetermined number of suspected communist rebels at around 2:00 am.

One corporal, whose name was withheld, died in the encounter while an officer was wounded. The lone fatality's remains were brought to the municipality of Pilar. The wounded soldier, identified only as 1st Lt. Labrado, is recuperating at the Governor Celestino Gallares Memorial Hospital in Bohol. The military believes several rebels were also wounded in the encounter. Col. Eusebio Ramos, brigade commander of the Army's 801st Brigade said the soldiers were sent to verify reports that NPA rebels were spotted in the area when they were met by volleys of gunfire. 

Military authorities recovered assorted firearms from the rebels including an M-60 machine gun, an M-14 armalite rifle, an M-16 armalite rifle, and a baby armalite. 

Meanwhile, local residents are alarmed by the frequency of attacks staged by alleged communist rebels in Bohol. Last July 2, a band of communist guerillas clashed with Army troopers in Trinidad, Bohol which claimed the lives of eight rebels. In a prior incident, about 40 NPA rebels raided the motor pool of Japanese construction firm, Kanematsu Philippines, Inc. in Barangay Ubay Imelda, Dimiao in Bohol. Also last month, a police officer was killed and several others were wounded in a clash between police and alleged NPA guerrillas in Barangay Overland, Buenavista, also in Bohol.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines admitted it has beefed up its force in Bohol to counter the growing threat of NPA rebels in the area. The NPA is the Communist Party of the Philippines' military arm. Military intelligence reports confirmed that there are about 400 rebels in the province of Bohol.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000823023
8/22/00

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) went all out yesterday in its pursuit of a band of New People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas responsible for Monday’s ambush-killing of 17 Army troops in Negros Occidental. AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Generoso Senga said chief of staff Gen. Angelo Reyes, upon orders of President Estrada, flew to the province yesterday to assess the situation and oversee military operations. Last Monday, 28 soldiers of the 303rd Infantry Brigade were riding in a truck toward Sitio Bulod, Barangay Carabalan in Himamaylan when they were ambushed at around 2 p.m. by about 50 communist guerrillas. Of the 17 casualties, eight belonged to the 64th Infantry Battalion, six from the Scout Rangers and three from the 11th Infantry Battalion. Six other soldiers were wounded in the ambush. 

The attack is believed to have been perpetrated by the Boy Gatmaitan Command, small splinter group lead by priest-turned-rebel Commander Frank Fernandez. It is the same group that engaged government troopers in a firefight last Aug. 19 after the Army stumbled upon an NPA encampment in the barangay. National Democratic Front (NDF) consultant Luis Jalandoni expressed elation yesterday over the success of the recent tactical offensive by Fernandez’s group. In an interview from the Netherlands aired over MBC Aksyon Radyo in Bacolod City, the exiled communist leader said the ambush was staged as part of a directive to counter Mr. Estrada’s all-out war against their comrades. 

Last March 29, the communist group’s central committee issued a directive for guerrillas to launch tactical offensives in support of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front’s secessionist campaign against the government. Jalandoni said the directive is not only intended for action against Army personnel but also private armies, landlords and multinationals nationwide. 

As this developed, a division of the 17th Special Forces Company clashed with undetermined number of NPA rebels in Barangay Lumay, Pilar town in Bohol at around 1:30 p.m. yesterday. One soldier and one rebel were killed while an Army officer, identified only as 2Lt. Labrador, was wounded. 

http://www.philstar.com/philstar/News041163.htm
8/22/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY—While hunkering down in slow-moving release talks for their 24 hostages, Abu Sayyaf rebels seized Aug. 14 and 17 the crews of two different fishing vessels, a mayor of Sulu said yesterday. The extremist rebels’ captives include five Chinese and six Taiwanese fishermen, he said, adding that the hostages were being held in one island municipality off the Jolo mainland. Abu Sayyaf members had wanted to bring the new captives to Sulu, where rebels are holding the 12 remaining hostages seized from Sipadan island, Malaysia, 12 Filipino evangelists and three French journalists, the mayor said. Their plans were thwarted, however, by the heavy military blockade in the area, he added. Military and police officials said they still have to confirm the report but did not discount the possibility of a new abduction. 

Fast craft 

The rebels kidnapped the new group by using a new fast craft purchased with some of the ransom paid for three Malaysian hostages freed earlier, according to the source. The official, quoting local sources, said the abduction took place in waters straddling the boundaries of the Philippines and Malaysia. There has been no alarm yet, the source said, because Chinese and Taiwanese crew usually stay on the high seas for months at a stretch. The bandits were banking on negotiating with the separate crew employers towards the end of the current Sulu hostage crisis. 

New captives 

The islet where the new captives are being held is only a few nautical miles from where the Sipadan hostages were first brought by their captors before being transferred to Patikul, Sulu. Basilan Gov. Wahab Akbar vowed to block any rebel landing in his territory. “I will deny them sanctuary; that’s definite,” Akbar stressed. The governor said he had already warned President Estrada of the Abu Sayyaf’s plan to kidnap a new batch of hostages just before the release of the Sipadan group. “The group is only waiting for the Sipadan hostages to be released before announcing the new kidnapping,” he added.

http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/aug/23/top_stories/20000823top1.html
8/22/00

THE UNITED States considers the Abu Sayyaf a "terrorist" group and would help Manila combat them if asked, a US Embassy spokesman said yesterday. Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, too, said his government planned to help Manila secure the release of the remaining hostages, although he did not specify what kind of help to give. The two countries expressed their support for the Philippine government even as negotiators said Libya and the Philippines have decided to accept a formula for releasing the remaining 28 hostages of the Abu Sayyaf in at least two batches--the women first, followed by the men. The Abu Sayyaf "is in the US state department's watchlist, it's one of a number of organizations around the world that we consider terrorist organizations," US mission spokesperson Thomas Skipper told reporters yesterday. "The US is committed to helping any way it can to combat these groups, to help other governments combat these groups," Skipper said after attending a briefing on the hostage crisis by Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon Jr. The form of assistance "would depend on what sort of help is requested," he added. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug23/news/news_1.htm
8/22/00

MURCIA, Negros Occidental--Gen. Angelo Reyes, Armed Forces chief of staff, yesterday ordered the deployment of four attack helicopters here to join pursuit operations against communist guerrillas who ambushed and killed 17 Army soldiers in Himamaylan town on Monday afternoon. Reyes said the four helicopters were expected to arrive today from Cagayan de Oro City in Northern Mindanao. But even as the military is busy hunting the communist New People's Army in this Western Visayan province, the NPA is also launching attacks in the Central Visayan province of Bohol. An Army soldier was killed and a lieutenant was wounded at about 2:30 a.m. Tuesday when a 14-man team of the 7th Special Forces Company clashed with a band of NPA guerrillas in Barangay Lumban, Pilar town, about 79 km from Tagbilaran City. According to a military report, an NPA guerrilla was also killed in the encounter. The NPA, armed wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines, has stepped up its attacks amid a major redeployment of Army units in Central Mindanao to fight the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug23/news/news_13.htm
8/23/00

The United States has expressed concern at reports that Libya is prepared to pay ransom money to Muslim separatists holding foreigners hostage on Jolo in the southern Philippines. Libya said it would provide millions of dollars for development of Muslim communities if the hostages were freed. It denied that the promised payment was ransom money. Reports from Manila say Libya is now discussing payment of one-million dollars for the release of each hostage. 

An American State Department spokesman, Richard Boucher, said Washington opposed to the payment of any ransom, whatever the case. In Jolo, the rebels have released another local hostage. They're still holding twenty-seven people, including twelve foreigners. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_892000/892106.stm
8/23/00

President Estrada said yesterday he does not favor a United States government's offer of aid in a military operation to break the impasse in the negotiations for the safe release of the 21 hostages from the hands of the Abu Sayyaf group. In an interview before leaving for his trip to Butuan City, Estrada said he is confident that the government, led by its chief negotiator Roberto Aventajado, can work out the early and safe release of the remaining hostages. "Hindi na kailangan yan. Kaya nating lutasin ito (There is no need for that. We can resolve it ourselves)," he said, referring to the US offer of military solution to end the protracted hostage crisis in Mindanao. Earlier, US embassy spokesman Tom Skipper and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad expressed readiness to help the Philippine government resolve the impasse in the negotiation through a military operation. 

However, Press Undersecretary Michael Toledo said the govenrment is putting a high premium on the safety of the hostages, ruling out the option of a commando-type rescue operations against the Abu Sayyaf. But Toledo welcomed any foreign military or police assistance in tracing the presence of terrorists in the country, adding that the government remains committed to the global fight against terrorism. 

Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado also ruled out mounting calls by some quarters for stern action against the Abu Sayyaf. He disclosed that on the request of the govenrment negotiators, the military has loosened a cordon around Jolo in a bid to help facilitate the release of the hostages in one batch.  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN082402.asp
8/24/00

LA, (ABS-CBN) - Exiled communist leader Jose Maria Sison warned the government on Thursday of more rebel "surprises" following Monday's killing of 17 troopers in Negros Occidental. In a radio interview, Sison boasted that he has already given orders to all units of the New People's Army (NPA), particularly the Melito Glor Command in the Southern Tagalog region and the Medardo Arce Command in Southern Mindanao to step up their attacks against government targets. "Our field units have formulated new strategies in staging attacks against government forces that would definitely surprise them. This (Negros ambush) is not the only offensive we will conduct . . . there will be many more and they (government) must be ready," said Sison, founding chair of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). "We have readied surprises for the government," he added. The exiled communist leader said the Negros incident disproved government claims that the rebel movement is on the wane. Even the military has admitted that as of June 2000, the number of communist guerrillas increased to 11,000 equipped with more than 5,000 firearms. 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/national/20000825012
8/24/00

GA, (ABS-CBN)- Agents of the Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task Force (PAOCTF) arrested two suspected Abu Sayyaf rebels at the Land Bank Zamboanga City branch this afternoon. The two suspected rebels were identified as Jeffrey Jinnul and Moto National Liberation Front (MNLF) integree Private Adjid Halik. Task Force spokesperson Jose Bayani Gucela said they acted on the information that there are two suspicious-looking people inside the bank, exchanging huge amount of dollars to Philippine currency at about 1:00 p.m. Authorities were able to confiscate $240,000 from the alleged Abu Sayyaf rebels. Central Bank officials said the bills are authentic. Jinnul and Halik are now presently detained at the task force jail.   http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/newsflash.nsf/BRundown/20000825023
8/24/00

DAVAO –(ABS-CBN) - Four high-ranking military officials and 10 others are facing criminal charges before the New People's Army (NPA) court for their involvement in the slaying of four suspected rebels in Mawab, Compostela Valley last year. The Merardo-Arce Command of the NPA in Southern Mindanao filed criminal cases against the military officials, a municipal mayor, three mining executives, and six soldiers before the Hukumang Bayan, the court of the NPA. The respondents were accused of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other serious violations provided in the international humanitarian law and the international human rights law. The directive was issued by the Communist Party of the Philippines-National Democratic Front (CPP-NDF) Southern Mindanao Regional Party Committee. Former 701st Brigade commander, Brig. General Generoso Senga, now Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson tops the list. Senga is followed by Lt. Col. Herbert Aveniante, battalion commander of 60th Infantry Battalion. The other officials are Capt. Felicisimo Madayag, Lt. Rolando Catiil , Tech. Sgt. Rubencio Cacho, Staff Sgt. Marcial Colot, Sgt. Ernesto Abad, and Cpl. Fernando Algarme. Also included in the charge sheet are Tagum City Mayor Rey Uy, Dominano Sevilla, Virgilio Ampo, JB Mining owner Joel Brillantes, Blucor Mining officials Rogelio Bebot Uy and Virgie Allones. Based on the press statement issued by the Merardo-Arce Command signed by a certain Rigoberto Sanchez, the names listed were linked by the leftist rebels in the kidnap, torture, and the killing of four suspected NPA rebels in Compostela Valley province in August last year. The victims were Godofredo "Ka Paking" Guimbao-Libot, Rolando "Ka Jr" Jumahib and civilians Engr. Asion and Mariano Diamante. The military meanwhile said the NPA charges are another of one of it's psywar tactics and propaganda. "This is part of their propaganda to get media mileage," a military official said.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000825016
8/24/00

Libya and the United States are taking their fight into the southern Philippine backwater of Sulu, lending a sheen of big power intrigue to the activities of a small rebel group which branched out into lucrative kidnappings. The hapless pawns in the dispute are 10 European and two South African hostages, most of them held for more than four months by Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf gunmen in the jungles of the tropical island. 

Libya’s Col. Moammar Gadhafi has exploited his country’s ties with some of the gunmen to ingratiate his government with the European Union by acting as mediator in negotiating the release of five French nationals, two Germans, a Franco-Lebanese, two Finns and two South Africans. They are among 29 hostages held by Abu Sayyaf gunmen in Sulu. Tripoli, using the resources of a charity run by one of Gadhafi's sons, came close to winning the release of the Westerners and more than a dozen Filipino hostages last weekend. The deal unravelled over a dispute over ransoms, according to Philippine government sources. Tripoli alleged the deal was sabotaged by "outside" forces but is pursuing its aim to resolve the crisis. 

Libya’s prominence has not sat well with Washington, which until last June considered Libya a rogue state, and which continues to classify Tripoli among seven nations accused of supporting terrorism. US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher on Tuesday criticized Libya’s role in the negotiations, adding that the US did not think "the payment of ransom for hostages is appropriate." A spokesman for the US Embassy in Manila later pointed out that Washington considered the Abu Sayyaf, some of whose leaders had studied in Libya, a "terrorist organization" and that "the US is committed to helping any way it can to combat these groups." President Estrada rejected the US offer of help. 

Rajab Azzarouq, a former Libyan ambassador to Manila, who is bargaining with the Abu Sayyaf kidnappers, insisted that his country assumed the mediating role following a request from European governments. Azzarouq said Germany, Finland, France, South Africa and even Lebanon – all of which have nationals among the hostages – had sought Libya’s help to mediate in the crisis. He denied reports that the Kadhafi Charitable Foundation was paying ransom to the Abu Sayyaf. 

Sources close to the negotiations, however, insist that ransom payments were the key issue in the talks with the gunmen. 

http://www.philstar.com/philstar/news.asp?bgcolor=&content_id=1426&mode=&category_id=4
8/25/00

There are fears that rebels in the Philippines could call off plans to free a number of hostages after police arrested two men carrying $240,000 believed to be part of a ransom payment. The pair were detained as they tried to convert the cash into local currency at a bank in the southern town of Zamboanga. Police believe the men - said to be a security guard and a soldier absent without leave - were working for the Abu Sayyaf group responsible for kidnapping 21 people from a Malaysian island in April. The military says the rebels have been paid more than $5.5m for a number of releases so far despite the Philippine Government's official no-ransom policy. Government negotiator Farouk Hussain told the French AFP news agency that the arrests could complicate negotiations for the release of the remaining hostages. Reports said Abu Sayyaf leader Ghalib Andang had earlier agreed to free his captives in batches, although no dates have been given. But an official close to the negotiations was quoted as saying Mr Andang had now told a go-between there would be no releases unless the two arrested men were freed. However chief government negotiator Robert Aventajado said the arrests would not affect arrangements. Philippine President Joseph Estrada insisted on Friday the government had not paid ransoms. He suggested the intercepted money could have come from private or foreign sources. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_895000/895832.stm
8/28/00

Six foreign hostages freed by Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines are on their way to Libya, which played a crucial role in mediating between the rebels and the Philippine Government. But 18 others including six Westerners - three French, one German and two Finns - are still being held captive in the jungle on the island of Jolo after being abducted by the Abu Sayyaf group four months ago.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_898000/898190.stm
8/29/00

As six foreign hostages released by Muslim rebels in the Philippines travel to Libya, the rebels are now claiming they have abducted a US citizen. A spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf group, which is holding six Westerners and 12 Filipinos hostage on Jolo island, told a radio station that Jeffrey Craig Schilling was abducted in the city of Zamboanga.  http://www.atimes.com/
8/29/00

Six western hostages freed by Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines after more than five months in captivity have arrived in the Libyan capital, Tripoli. The four women and two men were due to be welcomed by the Libyan leader, Muammar Gaddafi, who helped to secure their release. The hostages' families, along with senior French and German officials, are also in Tripoli. Both governments have thanked Libya for intervening. The Philippine government has meanwhile confirmed that the Abu Sayyaf rebels have abducted an American citizen and are holding him in their camp on the southern island of Jolo. According to reports, the group have accused the man of being a spy and say they will kill him unless the United States releases Ramzi Yousef, the man jailed for carrying out the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York. Abu Sabaya, is quoted as identifying the new hostage as 24-year-old Jeffrey Craig Schilling, who he said had been working in the region as a spy for the US intelligence agency, the CIA. The Libyan leader played a crucial role in negotiating a deal between the Muslim rebels and the Philippine government. Some reports suggest he paid $1m for each of the freed hostages, but both Libya and the Philippines have denied paying any ransom. 

A foundation headed by Colonel Gaddafi's son has however offered "development aid" to the impoverished region in exchange for the hostages. Unconfirmed reports have suggested the package is worth $25m. Libyan negotiator Rajab Azzarouq has expressed optimism that the remaining hostages will be released soon. "There is an agreement," he said. "They will be freed, it is a matter of time." Mr Azzarouq said he would return to the Philippines on Friday and that he hoped to secure the release of the remaining hostages by Saturday. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_901000/901367.stm
8/29/00

The Abu Sayyaf kidnapped on Monday an American national allegedly working as agent of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United States of America.

ASG spokesman Abu Sabaya said they kidnapped Jeffrey Craig Shilling in this city shortly before noon last Monday. Sabaya said they took the American to their camp in Patikul, Sulu on a speedboat. Government authorities in the city expressed surprise how the rebels were able to strike here and take the American unnoticed. 

The rebels said they had no intention at first to kidnap Shilling. It was Shilling who approached one of their members in this city and asked some questions about Abu Sayyaf operations. They decided to invite him to their camp in Sulu. In the camp, they started questioning Shilling who allegedly admitted that he works for the CIA. 

US government officials arrived here late yesterday aftrernoon and immediately met with military commanders of the Armed Forces Southern Command AFP-Southcom) based in this city. The conference was presided by Deputy Southcom chief Brig Gen Alberto Bragranza and was attended by the US consul general, a defense attache, a certain Colonel Page, a US Embassy regional security officer, a political officer, and personnel of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)  

http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-08/MN083002.asp
8/29/00

HOURS after they released six Western hostages, Abu Sayyaf terrorists abducted in Zamboanga City an African-American they accused of being a Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) agent. In several broadcast interviews yesterday, Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya threatened to behead Jeffrey Craig Edward Schilling, of San Francisco, California, unless the United States and Philippine governments give in to their new demands, including international media coverage of the new hostage crisis. Government chief negotiator Robert Aventajado confirmed the abduction late afternoon. Quoting personal emissaries, he said Schilling was in Patikul, Sulu, at a camp headed by Sabaya. Five officials of the United States embassy arrived in Zamboanga City 5 p.m. The delegation included the US Consul General, the defense attaché, the political attaché, and representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). They paid a courtesy call at the Southern Command headquarters. The rebel spokesman said they would not demand any ransom for Schilling. All conditions for the American’s release would be political, he stressed. 

“We demand for our principles, we demand for our religion, we demand for our ideology,” Sabaya said. The Abu Sayyaf leader said comrades had brought Schilling by boat to Patikul, where the rebels still hold 18 foreign and Filipino hostages. The Abu Sayyaf will release the full list of demands in three days, he added. http://www.manilatimes.net/2000/aug/30/top_stories/20000830top1.html
8/29/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - Abu Sayyaf bandits warned they would not hesitate to execute alleged US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) agent Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling whom they kidnapped on Monday, unless Washington frees World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef and two other convicted international terrorists. "We will not hesitate to execute this American guy if President Estrada and US President Bill Clinton will not give in to our demands. This will be an embarrassing situation for them," threatened Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Sabaya through a local radio station. Chief hostage negotiator Robert Aventajado confirmed on Tuesday afternoon the veracity of Schilling's abduction. Sabaya announced over DXRZ radio in the southern city of Zamboanga earlier Tuesday that the gunmen are holding Schilling, whom they claim is a spy of the US CIA. Reportedly tortured, Schilling was forced to admit his affiliation, according to Senator Rodolfo Biazon who quoted a high-ranking military official. However, defense secretary Orlando Mercado declared that Schilling is not a CIA agent nor a member of the US military. Sabaya added that Schilling is a native of Minnesota with passport number 055689589. 

The Abu Sayyaf spokesman reiterated a demand they made months earlier that the US government should release Yousef and two other international terrorists, Abdurahman Omar and Abu Haider, who were jailed for the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York. It was unclear if Abdurahman Omar is Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman, a Muslim cleric arrested for plotting to bomb several New York City establishments. Haider is reportedly one of the teachers of an Abu Sayyaf leader. The demand was first aired at the height of the Basilan hostage crisis which started in March, involving 31 school children, teachers and a Claretian priest . Six were found tortured and eventually killed, including the priest, Fr. Rhoel Gallardo. Besides the release of the three terrorists, Sabaya said Abu Sayyaf has "two more demands" which they will disclose within three days. "We cannot reveal (them) now," Sabaya said. http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/national/20000830063
8/29/00

The United States on Tuesday demanded the unconditional release of an American man kidnapped in the southern Philippines, but said it would not pay any ransom or make deals with the Moslem rebels who seized him. State Department spokesman Philip Reeker said several U.S. officials had gone to the southern Philippines city of Zamboanga to speak to local officials about the kidnapping of Jeffrey Edwards Craig Schilling from Oakland, California. "The United States strongly condemns this latest kidnapping and we call for the immediate, safe and unconditional release of this hostage and the other hostages still held captive on the island of Jolo," Reeker told a news briefing. Reeker said the U.S. Embassy in Manila became aware of the hostage-taking early Tuesday and was in contact with the appropriate authorities to try and determine all the facts surrounding the case. He said the United States would not cut any deals with the Abu Sayyaf group to secure Schilling's release.   

http://www.reuters.com/news.jhtml?type=world&Repository=WORLD_REP&RepositoryStoryID=%2Fnews%2FIDS%2FWorld%2FOUKWD-PHILIPPINES-HOSTAGES_NEW.XML
August 30, 2000

U.S. EMBASSY PRESS STATEMENT ON 

KIDNAPPING OF AMERICAN CITIZEN

The U.S. Embassy has credible evidence that Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling, an American tourist, is being held hostage by the terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group on the island of Jolo.    

The United States strongly condemns this latest kidnapping.  We call for the immediate, safe, and unconditional release of Mr. Schilling and the others still being held captive in Jolo.   

The Embassy in Manila is working very closely and intensely with the appropriate authorities in the Philippines to gather more information.  An Embassy team is in Zamboanga to consult with officials there. 

We have no comment about any steps which might be taken to secure the release of the American hostage.  However, we want to make it very clear that the U.S. Government does not make deals with terrorists.  We will not pay ransom, change policies, release prisoners, or make any concessions that reward hostage-taking.  Doing so only encourages additional terrorism and therefore endangers innocent people.  We repeat that Mr. Schilling should be released immediately, safely, and unconditionally. http://usembassy.state.gov/posts/rp1/wwwh1152.html
8/30/00

SCHILLING KIDNAPPING

Abu wants Libya, Iraq, N. Korea, China in talks

ABU SAYYAF gunmen announced yesterday that "starting tomorrow, we are ready to negotiate with" the Philippines and the United States for the release of an American hostage, and made a bizarre demand for Libya, Iraq, North Korea and the "Republic of China" to join any negotiations. 

Earlier, the United States flatly rejected an Abu Sayyaf demand to free three Islamic fundamentalists from US prisons, while Malacañang took responsibility for resolving the new crisis but did not rule out "the possibility of international cooperation." 

In an earlier interview, the kidnapper said that aside from the release of convicted comrades in US jails, the Abu Sayyaf had two more demands "which we cannot say on air. 

US on Libyan help

Asked if the United States would accept Libyan help to secure Schilling's release, Reeker said, "We support efforts by negotiators, whomever they may be, to find a quick resolution" so long as ransom is not paid. US policy bars payments to buy hostage freedom. The statement came after the United States strongly criticized Libya for reportedly paying millions of dollars in ransom for other Western hostages released over the weekend. 

Libya: Let US ask

On Tuesday, Libyan foreign ministry official Hassuna al-Shaush said the Gadhafi Foundation, a charity backed by a son of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, would not "sneak away if its help were requested by the United States"--which accuses Gadhafi of exporting terrorism. But Libyan Ambassador to Manila Salem Adam yesterday said Libya would not offer its assistance unless the US asks for it. 

'RP's responsibility'

In Malacañang, Press Secretary Ricardo Puno said that President Estrada "has already instructed (officials) that negotiations would be pursued." Puno stressed that the "principal responsibility" of dealing with the Abu Sayyaf belonged to the Philippine government and that it would "discharge that responsibility." "Yes, of course we will negotiate for the release of the American. It is the Philippine responsibility to do so and let's see what happens beyond that," he said. But he added that any offer of help by the US government, or the "possibility of an international cooperation," would be studied. "The whole world is trying to counter terrorism so we cannot discount the possibility of some sort of international cooperation," he said. "But whether it means that the US (will) be asked to do something in this regard is far from clear at this point," he added. The US government has so far not asked to negotiate directly with the Abu Sayyaf, he noted. "Whatever happens here of course will be the decision of the Philippine government. (But) terrorism is an international problem," he told reporters. Puno recalled that the need to address international terrorism was one of the key points raised during President Estrada's meeting with US President Bill Clinton in Washington last month. 

Renewed threat

In another radio interview, Abu Sabaya renewed threats to kill Schilling after the United States said it would not make deals for his release. The caller told dxRZ radio that the hostage would be killed if Washington and Manila did not negotiate. "Maybe we will behead him," the caller said. Abu Sabaya earlier said the group would present detailed demands later this week but that these would include the release of jailed Egyptian cleric Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, World Trade bombing conspiracy mastermind Ramzi Ahmed Yousef and Abou Haider. Abu Sabaya's group beheaded two Filipino hostages in April when Washington rejected the same demand to free the three terrorists. 

The kidnapper warned of serious consequences if the Philippines opted for a military solution. 

US to consider helping 

In Zamboanga City, US Consul General John Patrick Caulfield said that the United States would coordinate with national and local Philippine authorities to secure Schilling's immediate and safe release. But he stressed that "the US government will look to the Philippine government to resolve this situation." Caulfield, who met with regional military and security officials in Zamboanga, said he was there to gather information about the kidnapping to relay to Washington in order for US authorities to "discuss" what kind of help they could offer Manila in this latest kidnapping. The US Embassy is "working very closely and intensely with the appropriate authorities in the Philippines," the statement said, dousing speculations it would also ask for Libya's assistance in the latest hostage incident. 

3rd American

Schilling is the third American to be kidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf, defense officials said. It abducted Protestant missionary Charles Walton in November 1993 and Roman Catholic priest Clarence William Bertellsman in July 1994. Both were later freed unharmed. 

http://www.inquirer.net/issues/aug2000/aug31/news/news_2.htm
8/30/00

The United States said on Wednesday it would give no concessions to Moslem rebels holding an American hostage in the southern Philippines but formally asked Manila for help in securing his release. "We will not pay ransom, change policies, release prisoners or make any concessions that reward hostage-taking," said a statement from the U.S. Embassy in Manila on the kidnapping of Jeffrey Schilling, from Oakland, California. Schilling, 24, was abducted by Abu Sayyaf rebels on Monday in the southern city of Zamboanga and is now being held on the island of Jolo along with a Filipino and six European hostages kidnapped months ago.  

http://newsnet.reuters.com/cgi-bin/basketview.cgi?b=rcom:general&s=nSP249749
8/31/00

Islamic militants in the Philippines have threatened to behead an American hostage unless the US agrees to release a jailed Islamic militant. "We do not joke, when we say we will behead someone, we will behead him," said a spokesman for the Abu Sayyaf rebels holding Jeffrey Schilling. Reports from the Philippines say he went to meet the leader of an Abu Sayyaf faction on the island of Jolo, where he was then captured. The United States has demanded the immediate release of Mr Schilling and other hostages still being held by Abu Sayyaf. A State Department spokesman said they should be released unconditionally and no ransom would be paid. "As far as paying ransom is concerned, US policy is very clear," said State Department spokesman Philip Reeker. "We do not make deals with terrorists, we will not pay ransom, we will not change policies, we will not release prisoners or make any other concessions that reward hostage taking," he added. His words were echoed by the Phillipines government, which is concerned that ransom payments will only encourage further hostage taking. "We cannot go on like this, we are just setting ourselves up for more problems in the future," said presidential executive secretary Ronaldo Zamora. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/newsid_903000/903971.stm
8/31/00

COTABATO, (ABS-CBN) - Suspected Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels continue to harass civilians as authorities reported that the rebels attacked another village anew in North Cotabato on Wednesday. The 6th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army confirmed that close to six houses were razed to the ground by suspected MILF rebels at about 6:00 p.m., Wednesday. Reports said an undetermined number of Moro fighters stormed the remote village of Bentangan in Carmen town which forced hundreds of residents to evacuate to safer grounds. The Army's 602nd Brigade immediately deployed its troops to corner the band of withdrawing rebels. No casualties have been reported so far. Even as military authorities could not identify the leader of the attackers, they strongly believe the perpetrators were the same group responsible for the burning of at least 25 houses in the nearby villages of Papandayan and Bao last Saturday. A red alert status was again hoisted among all military detachments near the burned village in an effort to preempt more harassments.

Last Saturday, authorities confirmed that close to 55 Christian families in Narnagay Kibud, Alamada, North Cotabato evacuated after suspected MILF rebels stormed and burned their houses.

Spokesman Julieto Ando of the 6th Infantry Division bared that Alamada town is included in the tri-boundary of Camp Abubakar, the rebels major lair overrun by government forces at the height of fighting a month ago. However, MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu denied responsibility in the attacks saying that land conflict was the motive behind the latest harassment of civilians.

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000901006
8/31/00

ZAMBOANGA CITY, (ABS-CBN) - The story of a 24-year-old Filipina, Ivy Osani, and kidnapped American national Jeffrey Craig Edwards Schilling, has transformed from a modern-day internet love story to a tragic tale with twists and turns. Ivy and Jeff crossed paths via the Internet and were both swept off their feet. Hours of internet chatting and countless e-mails later, Jeff came to Zamboanga all the way from Minnesota to meet Ivy in person. Love at first chat apparently became love at first sight. Six months ago, Jeff converted to Islam and was reportedly even more religious than those born to the faith. Ivy recounted that they were married a month later. They rented a one-room apartment along Estrada st. in Zamboanga City and together made plans for a grand future. They were inseparable and went to the mosque every Friday. Jeff stayed home while Ivy went to school to finish a masters degree. Ivy said she cannot remember a time when they had meals apart. Abu Sabaya is a distant uncle of Ivy. His father, Hadji Arula Tilao, is the third cousin of Ivy's mother, Aida Ajijul, the municipal treasurer of Lantawan town, Basilan province. Sabaya was allegedly persistent in inviting the couple to visit the Abu Sayyaf lair in Patikul, Sulu province. Ivy and Jeff finally agreed to accept Abu Sabaya's invitation last August 27, Sunday. When they reached the outskirts of Jolo, their Abu Sayyaf escorts held on to Jeff while Ivy was ordered to return home. For the first time, supposedly against their will, they were separated. Ivy said she pleaded with the Abu Sayyaf to let her stay with Jeff. The bandits refused. Jeff reportedly asked her to go home so that she "won't miss (her) classes."

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/abs/inews-aug2000.nsf/provincial/20000901031
8/31/00

COTABATO (AFP) - Muslim rebels killed a soldier and injured another 22 people in an ambush and a bomb attack in the southern Philippine island of Mindanao on Thursday, the military said. The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) ambushed soldiers near the town of Matanog, killing one and wounding nine others, they said. The attack came as a bomb made of five mortar shells exploded outside a bus terminal in the town of Kabacan, injuring 13, most seriously, town police chief inspector Jimmy Nabit said. Nabit said he suspected the MILF was behind the blast which followed six other MILF-engineered bombings in Kabacan this year. The explosion was the third blast at a local transporation terminal by suspected MILF members this week.A grenade injured at least 10 people at a bus terminal in Kidapawan City on Monday while a bomb blasted apart a bus terminal bathroom but injured no one in Cotabato City on Wednesday. The MILF leadership has called for a "holy war" against government forces following a military campaign in Mindanao which left more than 1,000 people dead. http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN/2000-09/MN090102.asp
8/31/00

CAGAYAN de Oro City—The military is preparing to launch a full-scale assault on Abu Sayyaf bandits to put an end to their kidnap-for-ransom activities in the South, Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Gov. Nur Misuari disclosed yesterday. The former Moro rebel chief said officials gave a green light to the military offensive because of a growing clamor for the government to crush the extremist rebel group. “The public opinion for a military action against this group is too strong because it has focused more on the business of kidnapping rather than on ideological warfare,” he said. Misuari said he would meet next week Southern Command chief Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva in Jolo, Sulu, to discuss plans on the military action against the Muslim bandits now holding captive 24-year-old African-American Jeffrey Craig Edward Schilling. Misuari’s statement fanned fears about American participation in the offensive. Militant groups have been reporting sightings of United States troops in Mindanao and other islands. Defense Secretary Orlando Mercado, however, allayed concerns. The US troops, he said, were part of the war exercises planned long before the Abu Sayyaf started grabbing hostages.  “There is no military option at the moment,” Mercado told reporters. “We’re not saying the military option is the only option. We cannot be precipitate in our actions. There are ways of resolving the situation peacefully.” http://www.manilatimes.net/
8/31/00

MILITARY and police intelligence officials and US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) sources yesterday linked American national Jeffrey Craig Edward Schilling to a militant organization of African-American Muslims, confirming initial suspicions of a “kidnap me” plot. The sources, who requested anonymity, said Schilling, also an African-American, is a member of the Abu Sayyaf, as well as the US-based “Nation of Islam.” Police officials, who requested anonymity, also confirmed that Schilling was a former agent of the CIA. They said the 24-year-old American went AWOL (absent without official leave) to work for the Abu Sayyaf cause. This was vehemently denied by the US Embassy in Manila. Schilling, the sources said, agreed to participate in the abduction to enable the Abu Sayyaf to demand that Washington release three Muslims convicted for their participation in the World Trade Center bombing in New York. They were identified as Ramsey Yousef, Egyptian cleric Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman and Abou Haider. 

http://www.manilatimes.net/#main2
Appendix B – List of Humanitarian Agencies in Mindanao

Association of Medical Doctors of Asia (AMDA)

Website: http://www.amda.or.jp/index_e.html
The headquarters of AMDA is in Okayama, Japan.   An UN-recognized NGO with members in 20 countries in the world.  AMDA have a policy of mutual assistance in providing humanitarian support all over the world.

Contact Information

HQ Office

AMDA-HQ

Narazu 310-1

Okayama City, 701-12, JAPAN.

Phone: +81-86-284-7730

Fax:+81-86-284-8959

E-mail: nakanot@amda.or.jp
Country Office

AMDA Philippines

Representative: Dr. Kenneth Hartigan-Go (President) 

Res: 11 Lourdes Castillo St. Quezon City O: Department of Pharmacology, U.P. College of Medicine, 3/F Medical Annex Building, 547 Pedro Gil St., Ermita, Manila 1000 O: National Poisons Control & Information Service UPCM-Philippine General Hospital Ward 14-A - Room 100, Taft Avenue, Ermita, Manila Philippines

Phone: 63-2-712-1814 (R); 63-2-521-8251; 63-2-501078 or 5218450 ext. 2311 

Fax: 63-2-526-0062 

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center

Website: http://www.adpc.ait.ac.th/default.html
The Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) is the lead center in the Asia and the Pacific regions dedicated to protecting communities and the environment from the devastation of disasters.  ADPC, which is located in the outreach building on the campus of the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok, was established in 1986 to assist countries in the region in formulating their policies and strengthening their capabilities in all aspects of disaster management.  A decade of providing disaster management services throughout Asia and the pacific region has brought international recognition to ADPC. 

Along with offering an extensive range of training programs, providing information, and maintaining a network of highly placed experts working throughout the region, ADPC provides consulting services to all levels of government, international agencies and non-governmental organizations. 

Over the past ten years, ADPC has trained over 2,000 people and developed a strong regional knowledge base concerning disaster policy, prevention, mitigation, preparedness and response.

Contact Information

HQ Office

The Management Team

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center

Asian Institute of Technology

PO Box 4, Klong Luang,

Pathumthani, 12120, Thailand

Phone: 66-2-524-5353

Fax: 66-2-524-5360

Email: adpc@ait.ac.th
The Australian Government Overseas Aid Program (AusAID)

Website: http://www.ausaid.gov.au/
AusAID is an administratively autonomous agency within the Foreign Affairs and Trade Portfolio.  It is responsible for the management of the official Australian Government overseas aid program. 

AusAID’s central office is in Canberra. AusAID also maintains state offices in Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth. Locally engaged staff as well as a small number of AusAID officers deployed at 25 missions overseas support AusAID's operations in developing countries and multilateral agencies.

The AusAID program for the Philippines is estimated at Aus$61.8 million and will focus on four key areas such as rural incomes, health, education and the environment. The geographic focus of the program is Mindanao.  Australia will initiate a governance facility (to support all levels of government and the private sector) and vulnerable groups that will target funding for groups most affected by structural reform.  

As one of the specific projects, AusAID has developed the Philippines-Australia Short-Term Training (PASTT) Program to provide an efficient and cost effective mechanism for delivering customized and specialized training to civil service and nominated local NGO staff. 

PASTT program contributes directly to skills transfer; capacity building and institutional strengthening of Filipino public sector departments, agencies, local government units and NGO's in priority sectors mutually agreed to by both Governments (specifically Education; Health; Rural Development; Governance; and Infrastructure).  PASTT activities will concentrate on the southern Philippines, particularly Mindanao, reflecting the agreed strategy of both governments to concentrate the Development Cooperation Program on those regions. 

Contact information 

AusAID Public Affairs 

GPO Box 887 Canberra ACT 2601 

Phone: 02 6206 4960 

Fax: 02 6206 4695 

E-mail: InfoAusAID@ausaid.gov.au

CARE

Website: http://www.care.org
CARE founded in the aftermath of World War II is one of the world's largest international relief and development organizations and has became a leader in self-help development and food aid. 

Care is involved with various projects in Mindanao such as Sustainable Maternal & Child Health Initiatives (SMILE) and Agencies Working for Ecological Sustainability (AWESOME). 

The SMILE Project is a three-year community-based primary health care project involving 5,000 B'laan and Visayan settler households in selected villages of Southern and Central Mindanao. The aim of the project is to provide primary health care health information to the public, foster a referral network and access to primary health care services

AWESOME is a integrated conservation development project in the Mt Malindang National Park, Misamis Occidental and Mindanao to protect the resources of the park, increase awareness of bio-diversity and improve livelihood security and income in buffer zone communities. The project will serve 5,000 tribal communities and 465,000 residents of the province who depend on the park for irrigation and protection from floods. 

Contact Information

HQ Office

CARE International Secretariat

Boulevard du Regent, 58/10

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Phone: 32-2-502-43-33

Email: careci2@ibm.net
USA Office

CARE

151 Ellis Street

Atlanta, GA 30303

Phone: (404) 681-2552

Fax: (404) 577-5977

Email: info@care.org
Regional Office

CARE Australia

Website: http://www.careaustralia.com.au
GPO Box 2014

Canberra, ACT 2601

Australia

Phone: 61-6-257-4022

Email: careaus@spirit.com.au
Country Office

Webiste: http://www.care.org
PO Box 2052

Manila

Philippines 1099

Phone: (632) 551-2615/2630

Fax: (632) 551-2631 

E-mail: carephil@globe.com.ph
Catholic Relief Services (CRS)

Website: http://www.catholicrelief.org/
Catholic Relief Services was founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United States to assist the poor and disadvantaged outside the country. 

Catholic Relief Services gives assistance based on need, regardless of creed, race or nationality to people in more than 80 countries around the world. On behalf of the American Catholic community, and all our supporters, CRS responds to human need through various programs.

In Mindanao, CRS has been operating the Peace and Reconciliation program to promote peace building, and facilitate communication between Christian, Muslim, and tribal group 

Contact Information

Catholic Relief Services
209 West Fayette Street
Baltimore, MD 21201 - 3443 

Phone: 410-625-2220  


Christian Children's Fund

Website: http://christianchildrensfund.org/
What began as a missionary's determination to help children devastated by war 60 years ago has evolved into a community of caring sponsors reaching out to needy children and their families around the world. Christian Children's Fund currently assists more that 2.5 million children in 30 countries. 

Contact Information

HQ Office

Christian Children's Fund

2821 Emerywood Parkway

Box 26484

Richmond, VA 23261-5066

Phone: 800-776-6767

Country Office

Nelly C. Miranda

P.O. Box 13225 Ortigas Center

Emerald Avenue 1600 Pasig

Metro Manila, Philippines

Phone: (63) (2) 631 1575 to 78

Telex: 29113 CCF PH

Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

Website:  http://www.fao.org/
The Food and Agriculture Organization (largest autonomous agency within the UN system was founded in October 1945 with a mandate to raise levels of nutrition and standards of living, to improve agricultural productivity, and to better the condition of rural populations.

FAO is promoting agricultural development programs to help in alleviating hunger, poverty, improving nutrition, land and water development, plant and animal production, forestry, fisheries, economic and social policy, investment, food standards and environmental protection.

Contact Information

HQ Office

FAO

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,

00100 Rome, Italy

Phone: (39) 0657051

Fax: (39) 0657053152

Country Office

4th Floor, NEDA sa Makati Building

106 Amorsolo Street, Makati City, Philippines

Phone:  (632) 892 - 0611 through 25

893-9593; 817 - 1507; 817 - 1654 

Fax: (632) 817 - 1654

E-mail: fao-phil@field.fao.org 

Food for the Hungry

Website: http://www.fh.org/home.html
Food for the Hungry is an international organization.  Our efforts include integrated, child-focused development and relief programs in more than 25 countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Development efforts include programs that equip entire communities with the tools they need to pull themselves from poverty.  Additional relief efforts expand our reach into even more countries, where we respond to natural disasters and man-made disasters.

Contact Information

HQ Office

7729 East Greenway Rd.

Scottsdale, AZ  85260

Phone: (602) 998-3100, (800) 248-6437

E-mail: hunger@fh.org
Health Action Information Network (HAIN)

Website: http://www.hain.org/
The Health Action Information Network (HAIN) is a non-profit non-government organization established in 1985 based in Quezon City, the Philippines.  It is involved in health education and research and mainly works with community-based organizations involved in health and development. 

Our work covers a wide range of health issues with emphasis on reproductive health (including prevention of HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases and other reproductive tract infections); environmental health, and the appropriate use of medicines.

Contact Information

9 Cabanatuan Rd.

Philam Homes

Quezon City 1104

Philippines

Phones: (632)929-8805 (Administration)

(632) 927-6760 (Resource Center)

(632) 927-0715 (Programs)

(632) 929-9064 (Programs)

Fax (632) 927-6760

E-mail: hain@mnl.sequel.net
Hope Worldwide

Website: http://www.hopeww.org/
HOPE worldwide established in 1991, serves in 75 nations on all six inhabited continents. With over 100,000 committed volunteers.

HOPE worldwide educates, develops, trains and serves through disease control programs, medical training and care, empowerment of women and children care for abandoned children, development, education and recovery programs In special consultative status with the United Nations, HOPE worldwide collaborates with UNAIDS, UNICEF and WHO, as well as governmental and non-governmental agencies in the countries. 

In Mindanao, Hope worldwide operated a famine relief in April 1998 in response to a severe drought caused by the EL Niño phenomenon. 

Contact Information

148 E. Lancaster Ave

Wayne, PA 19087

Phone: (610) 254-8800 

E-mail: HOPEww@aol.com

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

Website: www.icrc.org
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral and independent organization, which directs and coordinates the international relief activities conducted by the Movement in situations of conflict. Established in 1863, the ICRC is at the origin of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

ICRC has operated several emergency food distribution programs with the cooperation of the Philippine National Red Cross for the thousands of victims of the fighting between Philippine army and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) since 1996.

Contact Information

HQ Office

International Committee of the Red Cross

Public Information Centre

19 avenue de la Paix

CH 1202, Geneva

Phone: (41 22) 734-6001

Fax: (41 22) 733-2057

Email: press.gva@icrc.org

Regional Office

Jalan Iskandarsyah I, No. 14

Kebayoran Baru

Jakarta Selatan 12160

P.O. Box 4122

12041 JAKARTA, Indonesia

Email: djakarta.dja@icrc.org
Country Office

Erechem Building Fifth Floor

Corner Herrera & Salcedo Streets

Legaspi Village, Makati City

Metro Manila

Philippines

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

Website: http://www.ifrc.org/
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is an international humanitarian organization with a unique worldwide network. 

The International Federation exists to improve the situation of the world's most vulnerable people. It provides assistance without discrimination as to nationality, race, religious beliefs, class or political opinions. 

The International Federation, founded in 1919, has a presence in almost every country in the world today through its national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies. The Red Crescent is used in place of the Red Cross in many Islamic countries. Our strength lies in the global network of National Societies and the Federation Secretariat with its delegations strategically located to support Red Cross and Red Crescent activities in various regions. This network allows us to be there - on the spot - so we can respond to crises effectively and rapidly. 

The Federation provides humanitarian relief to people affected by disasters or other emergencies and development assistance to empower vulnerable people to become more self-sufficient.

Philippine National Red Cross (PNRC) staff and volunteers are in the forefront of a massive effort to combat a widespread drought in the southern part of the country in August 1998. Since the start of the month, the Society has distributed rice to some 70,000 families living in 17 drought-afflicted provinces on the island of Mindanao.  PNRC has collaborated with ICRC for several emergency food distribution programs for the thousands of victims of the fighting between Philippine army and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) since 1996.

Contact Information

HQ Office

Email: secretariat@ifrc.org
The Philippine National Red Cross 

PO Box 280

Manila 2803

Phone: (63) (2) 5270866 / 5270856 / 5278384 97 (main line) 

Fax: (63) (2) 5270857 

Telex: 27846 PNRC PH 

Telegram: PHILCROSS MANILA 

E-Mail: pnrcnhq@pdx.rpnet.com
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)

Website: http://www.msf.org
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) (known in the US as Doctors without Borders USA) is the world's largest independent international medical relief agency aiding victims of armed conflict, epidemics, and natural and man-made disasters, and others who lack health care due to geographic remoteness or ethnic marginalization working in over 80 countries. 

Contact Information

HQ Office

MSF 

Rue de la Tourelle, 

39  Brussels

Belgium 1040

Phone: +32-(2) 280-1881

Fax: +32-(2) 280-0173

USA Office

Doctors Without Borders USA, Inc.

6 East 39th Street, 8th Floor

New York, NY 10016

United States

Phone : ++ (1) 212 679 6800

Fax: ++ (1) 212 679 7016

Telex: 4947197

E-mail: dwb@newyork.msf.org
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 

Website: http://www.mcc.org
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is a relief, service, community development and peace agency of the North American Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches. 

In 1998, MCC provided US$20,000 food aid to six communities in North Cotabato Province, Mindanao, severely affected by El Nino.  MCC also gave a small grant to the Solidarity Action Group for Indigenous Peoples for food relief for tribal communities in Davao del Norte and Agusan del Sur Provinces in Mindanao. 

Contact Information

Mennonite Central Committee 

21 South 12th St. 

PO Box 500 

Akron, PA 17501-0500 

Phone: (717) 859-1151

The Notre Dame Foundation for Charitable Activities, Inc. 

Website: http://www.accu.or.jp/literacy/wed/wedlrc_1.htm
The Notre Dame Foundation for Charitable Activities, Inc. - Women in Enterprise Development (NDFCAI-WED) is an NGO whose project activities are specifically focused on literacy and enterprise development, serving marginalized and unemployed women, and out-of-school youth of Cotabato City and its surrounding environment. It was identified and selected by the Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU) as its NGO partner in the Philippines in its 1995 Programme for Establishing Literacy Resource Centre for Women and Girls in the Philippines.

Contact Information

Santos St., Krislamville Subdivision,

Rosary Heights, 9600 Cotabato City, Philippines

Phone: (63)-(64)-421-1954

Fax: (63)-(64)-421-7184

E-mail: NDFCAIWED@hotmail.com
Operation Blessing International (OBI)

Website: http://www.ob.org/
Operation Blessing, founded in 1978, is committed to providing short-term relief and development assistance to economically disadvantaged people and victims of disaster throughout the world. Internationally, OBI emphasizes medical missions and resource development in under-served nations and countries requesting assistance.  In the United States, OBI focuses on providing food, clothing and other material assistance to inner city and rural families facing financial hardship. OBI is a member of the Association of Evangelical Relief and Development Organizations (AERDO) and is registered with the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

In Mindanao OBI has provided drought relief, medical supplies and food during the 1998 drought. OBI also sent twenty-five doctors; nurses, counselors, and other volunteers brought thousands of dollars worth of supplies, including medicine, food, Bibles, tracts in response to the dispute between Christians and Muslims in December 1998.

Contact Information

Operation Blessing International
977 Centerville Turnpike
Virginia Beach, VA 23463

Phone: (757) 226-3401
Fax: (757) 226-3657

Oxfam

Website: http://www.oxfam.org/
Founded in 1942, as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, concentrating on refugees and emergency work, with associated fund-raising. Long-term development work began around 1960, and the name was shortened to Oxfam in 1965. Oxfam is a development, advocacy, and relief agency working in over 100 countries to put an end to poverty.  Oxfam works partnership with local groups, and provides assistance for self help programs.  It provides food, clothes, medicine, and shelter for emergency/disaster victims.  For fiscal year 1997/98 Oxfam raised around $390 million to support its programs.

Oxfam's activities include fund-raising through volunteer-run shops, fund-raising events and a range of donation schemes.  Grants to development projects run by groups in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean and the Middle East (proportion to various sectors: social development 33%; health 15.5%; agriculture 15%; emergencies 36.5%).  Organize an educational and campaigning program in the UK and Ireland, Oxfam shops and Oxfam waste-saver scheme.  Health projects supported include water and sanitation; training materials and courses for traditional midwives/birth attendants, nurses and community health workers; medical supplies; immunization.  Supporting primary and secondary level health activities through work with governments and non-governmental organizations. HIV/AIDS work; women's reproductive rights; birth spacing; MCH; health in emergencies and conflict situations. Advocacy: an important part of campaigning for funds.  Development education: educational material and training courses, particularly for schools.

Contact Information

HQ Office

Oxfam House

274 Banbury Road

Oxford, OX2 7DZ

Phone: +44 (0)1865 313600

UK

E-mail: oxfam@oxfam.org.uk
Oxfam International Secretariat

E-mail: administration@oxfaminternational.org
Washington Advocacy Office

E-mail: advocacy@oxfaminternational.org
Oxfam Hong Kong

Website: http://www.oxfam.org.hk/english/
In 1998, Oxfam Hong Kong was granted HK$350,000 by Hong Kong government’s Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee of to operate emergency relief for drought victims in Mindanao.

Contact Information

Oxfam Hong Kong

9th Floor Breakthrough Centre

191 Woosung Street, Jordan, Kowloon

Hong Kong
Phone: 852 2520 2525
Fax: 852 2527 6307
E-mail: info@oxfam.org.hk

Save the Children Fund (SCF)

Website: http://www.oneworld.org/scf/
Save the Children works in 70 countries helping children in the world’s most impoverished countries.  SCF is part of the International Save the Children Alliance.

Contact Information

HQ Information

Public Enquiry Team

17 Grove Lane

London

SE5 8RD

UK

Phone: +44 (0) 171 703 5400

Fax: +44 (0) 171 703 2278

USA Office

Save the Children
Att: Donor Services
54 Wilton Road
Westport, CT 06880

Phone: 1-800-243-5075

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Website: http://www.unesco.org
UNESCO’s constitution was adopted by the London Conference in November 1945, and entered into effect on the 4th of November 1946 when 20 states had deposited instruments of acceptance.  It currently has 188 Member States (as of 19 October 1999). 

The main objective of UNESCO is to contribute to peace and security in the world through collaboration among nations, education, science, culture and communication in order to further universal respect for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

In Mindanao, UNESCO is involved in the Department of Education 's plan to reconstruct the educational system, especially in the strengthening of technical and vocational training for the Islamic schools.  UNESCO is also involved with literacy programs in Muslim part of Mindanao.

Contact Information

UNESCO 

7, place de Fontenoy

75352 PARIS 07 SP

France

Phone: +33-1-45-68-10-00

Fax: +33-1-45-67-16-90 

Telex: 204461 Paris; 270602 Paris

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

Website: http://www.un.or.id/unicef_link.htm
UNICEF Founded in 1946, advocates and works for the protection of children's rights, to help the young meet their basic needs and to expand their opportunities to reach there full potential. 

UNICEF, the only organization of the UN is dedicated exclusively to children, works with other UN agencies, governments and NGOs to lighten children's loads through community-based services in primary health care, basic education, and safe water and sanitation in developing countries. UNICEF is committed to ensuring special protection for the most disadvantaged children - victims of war, disasters, extreme poverty, all forms of violence and exploitation and those with disabilities. UNICEF responds in emergencies to protect the rights of children. In coordination with United Nations partners and humanitarian agencies, UNICEF makes its unique facilities for rapid response available to its partners to relieve the suffering of children and those who provide their care. 

Contact Information

HQ Office

UNICEF House
3 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017
USA 

Phone: (212) 326-7000 

Fax: (212) 887-7465 

Regional Office

UNICEF
Office of the Regional Director
for East Asia and Pacific
P.O. Box 2-154
Bangkok 10200, Thailand 

Phone: (66 2) 280-5931

Fax: (66 2) 280-3563

Email: eapro@unicef.org
Country office

4th, 5th & 6th Floors, NEDA sa Makati Building

106 Amorsolo Street, Makati City, Philippines

Phone: (632) 892 - 0611 through 25 

Fax: (632) 810 -1453

E-mail: Unicefph@globe.com.ph
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

Website: http://www.unifem.undp.org/
UNIFEM promotes women's empowerment and gender equality. It works to ensure the participation of women in all levels of development planning and practice, and acts as a catalyst within the UN system, supporting efforts that link the needs and concerns of women to all critical issues on the national, regional and global agendas. UNIFEM focuses its work at the country level within the context of the United Nations Resident Coordinator System. Playing a strong advocacy role, the Fund concentrates on fostering a multilateral policy dialogue on women's empowerment.

Since its creation in 1976 as an innovative and catalytic fund, UNIFEM has supported numerous projects and initiatives throughout the developing world that promote the political, economic, and social empowerment of women. These have ranged from small grassroots enterprises that improved working conditions for women to public education campaigns and the design of new gender-sensitive laws and marketing systems.

Contact Information

HQ Office

United Nations Development Fund for Women

304 East 45th Street, 15th floor

New York, NY 10017

Phone: 212/906-6400

Fax: 212/906-6705

E-mail: unifem@undp.org
Regional Office

East and Southeast Asia Regional Office

Website www.unifem-eseasia.org
Contact: Lorraine Corner 

Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM 

United Nations Building, 12th Floor

Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Phone 66-2-288-1934 or 66-2-280-3810 

Fax 66-2-280-6030

E-mail: unifem-bkk@mozart.inet.co.th

Country Office

7th Floor, NEDA sa Makati Building

106 Amorsolo Street, Makati City, Philippines

Phone: (632) 892 - 0611 through 25

Fax: (632) 816 - 4061 / 812 – 8629

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Website: http://www.undp.org/
UNDP is part of the United Nations and upholds the vision of the United Nations Charter. It is committed to the principle that development is inseparable from the quest for peace and human security and that the United Nations must be a strong force for development as well as peace.

UNDP's mission is to help countries in their efforts to achieve sustainable human development by assisting them to build their capacity to design and carry out development programs in poverty eradication, employment creation and sustainable livelihoods, the empowerment of women and the protection and regeneration of the environment, giving first priority to poverty eradication.

Contact Information

HQ Office

One United Nations Plaza

New York, NY 10017

USA

Phone: (212) 906-5315

Fax: (212) 906-5364

Email: hq@undp.org
Regional Office

Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific

United Nations Development Programme

One United Nations Plaza, DC-1 building

New York, NY-10017

Phone: 212-906-(extension)

e.g. Kyaw Myaing 212-906-5850

Fax: 212-906-5825

Country Office

7th Floor, NEDA sa Makati Building

106 Amorsolo Street, Makati City, Philippines

Phone: (632) 892 - 0611 through 25

Fax: (632) 816 - 4061; 812 - 8629; 893 - 9598

E-mail: undp-mla@gaia.psdn.iphil.net
United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)

Website: http://www.unfpa.org/
UNFPA extends assistance to developing countries, countries with economies in transition and other countries at their request to help them address reproductive health and population issues, and raises awareness of these issues in all countries, as it has since its inception.

UNFPA's three main areas of work are: to help ensure universal access to reproductive health, including family planning and sexual health, to all couples and individuals on or before the year 2015; to support population and development strategies that enable capacity-building in population programming; to promote awareness of population and development issues and to advocate for the mobilization of the resources and political will necessary to accomplish its areas of work.

Contact Information

HQ Office

UNFPA

United Nations Population Fund

220 East 42nd Street

New York, N.Y. 10017

USA

E-Mail: hq@unfpa.org
Country Office

6th Floor, NEDA sa Makati Building

106 Amorsolo Street, Makati City, Philippines

Phone: (632) 892 - 0611 through 25

Fax: (632) 817 – 8616

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

Website: www.reliefweb.int/ocha_ol
The Office of the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is part of the United Nations Secretariat and has the mandate to coordinate UN assistance in humanitarian crises that go beyond the capacity and mandate of any single humanitarian agency.  Most humanitarian emergencies are both multidimensional and complex, and involve many actors such as Governments, non-governmental organizations, UN agencies, and individuals.  OCHA works with all these actors to ensure that there is a coherent framework within which each actor can contribute effectively and promptly to the overall effort.

Contact Information:

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

United Nations

Palais des Nations

1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland

Phone: (41 22) 917.1234

Fax: (41 22) 917.0023 

E-mail: ochagva@un.org 

Regional Office

New York

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

United Nations

New York, NY 10017 USA

Phone: (1 212) 963.1234

Fax: (1 212) 963.1312

E-mail: ochany@un.org
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

Website: http://www.info.usaid.gov/
The U.S Agency for International Development (USAID) is the U.S. federal government agency that implements America's foreign economic and humanitarian assistance programs.

USAID Mission to the Republic of the Philippines seeks to help the Philippines in becoming a model Newly-Industrialized (NIC) democracy.  As allies in democracy, the agency shares the Philippines commitment to human rights and democratic principles, mutual economic interest in an open global trading system, and a common concern for global issues of environmental degradation, population and economic growth.

In the Philippines, USAID sponsors the Governance and Local Democracy (GOLD) Project as well as other development assistance activities such as population control, improve maternal and child health care, AIDS prevention, management of renewable natural resources, reduction of greenhouse gas emission, and trade and investment.  

In Mindanao, USAID is involved in economic development

Contact Information

HQ Office

U.S. Agency for International Development Information Center 

Ronald Reagan Building 

Washington, D.C. 20523-0016 

Phone: 202-712-4810 

Fax: 202-216-3524

Local Office

Ramon Magsaysay Center -15th Floor 

1680 Roxas Boulevard 

Manila 

Philippines 

Phone: +63 (2) 522-4411

Fax: +63 (2) 521-5244

E-mail: ogp@usaid-ph.gov
World Food Programme (WFP)

Website: http://www.wfp.org
World Food Programme (WFP) is the frontline United Nations organization fighting to eradicate world hunger -- whether it is the hunger that suddenly afflicts people fleeing ethnic conflict in Rwanda or Bosnia or the chronic hunger that affects the hungry poor in countries such as Bangladesh or India. WFP became operational in 1963 and is now the world's largest international food aid organization. 

In 1998, WFP delivered 2.8 million metric tons of food aid to nearly 75 million people in emergencies and long-term refugee operations and development projects. WFP has emergency and development projects in 80 countries worldwide and a staff of more than 5,000, over half of who are employed on a temporary basis. WFP buys more goods and services from developing countries, in an effort to spur their economies, than any other UN agency-more than US $149.5 million in 1998 alone. 

Contact Information

HQ Office

WFP International:

Via Cesare Giulio Viola, 68 

Parco dei Medici

Rome 00148

Phone: (39 - 06) 6513 -1

Fax: (39 - 06) 6590 - 632 / 637

Telex: 626675 WFP I

Cable: WORLDFOOD 

World Health Organization (WHO)

Website:  http://www.who.int/
The objective of WHO is the attainment by all people of the highest possible level of health.  Health, as defined in the WHO Constitution, is a state of complete physical, mental and social well being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.  WHO also proposes conventions, agreements, and regulations and makes recommendations about international nomenclature of diseases, causes of death and public health practices.  It develops, establishes and promotes international standards concerning foods and biological, pharmaceutical and similar substances.  

Contact Information

HQ Office

Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

Phone: (00 41 22) 791 21 11

Fax: (00 41 22) 791 0746

Telex: 415 416

Telegraph: UNISANTE GENEVA

E-mail: info@who.int
Regional Office

Regional Office for the Western Pacific

Address:

P.O. Box 2932

Manila 2801 PHILIPPINES 

Phone: 521 8421 

Fax: (632) 521 1036 

Telex: 27652

Country Office

Taft corner UN Avenue

Ermita, Manila, Philippines

Phone: (632) 528 - 8001

Fax: (632) 526 – 0362

70
1

_1015393531.doc
[image: image1.png]






